
SOCIETY AND MANNERS. 


ENGLISH SOdETY IN INDIA. 

r. 

Mast ia s mystedoua compound of active and 
passive will. The fcvmer, unless ih a few rare 
and enviable cases, it is seldom ^ven him to 
exercise. Dy the Utter, he is every hour, in this 
^ woridng-day world,** influenced, modifled, I 
might ny, created. I hate all your metapbyncal 
jargmt, which seems ool^ invented tor the cotK 
cealroent of ignorance, and am, therefoh^, truly 
solicitous to avmd it. But shall I be misunder¬ 
stood if I call active will the priAdpIe which, 
when in some solitaiy insulated instances It conies 
into operaUon, animates, exalts,'and o*er-mforms 
us with something akin to divine inspiration-^ 
that divinam partict$iam aurtBy which bursts by 
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iuown inextiDginahaUe ehetptA beyond the f^ten 
and impediment! of the extmil drcumstancea 
vhidi tnin and educate by far the gretta* part of 
mankiodt and mould and fadiioQ all the every^y 
specimen! of humanity that walk or strut upcn 
the lulntable ^obe P It ia, then, the pastwe 
will, that almoat Tcdirotary aubmiuioo to extrin^ 
influences and orer-ruling motives, which in the 
pride of our beuti we d« ounrfre! capabk of 
withstanding, but whidi is erei then the most 
irresktible at the nunaent we are most striving 
to resilt it;^t is this which, in every |dul> 
sophical surv^ of our gmuit and in every precise 
investigation of our moral history, ought primarily 
to be r^ardbd. For it is this that fliakea the 
individual, or, in other words, ctmsdtutes his 
i&)syncraey; and not of the individual only, but 
of the larger combinations as wdl as lesaer platoons 
of human society. 

Of the few who, by ,the exercise of an active 
will, rise sfiperiar to all outward drcumstaneea, 
standing like rocks amidst the waves and stonaa 
of modvea ihu assail us, and wholly unmoved 
and immove^le by the impulses whidi are so 
omnq)ota>t in Ae fcroatioa both of angle and 
ccdlective man, the history is writtoi in prodigiei 
rf iuptf^iman virtue accioQ or words doomed 
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ne^er to dieis whote Byei of itm and inflexible 

tfaethougbta nd iBAginaticnawhkb 
wiU never Uate death, but codmre in their liying 
form and iiideetruotible euKOce through the endleea 
track ot iget. Of theie, atanding akme and at long 
aodawful iatervals, as if they were marks to shew 
the height whidi the flood of gkry, or of genius, or 
of virtue* has now and then rcacbed*->of thaw, tn 
treating of sooietj and of m a npers, it is evident that 
1 can have little to sajbut it is with the second 
dass of beings that I coocetn mysrif—a class 
falling within the wcope of our exparience, and 
fumiabing a much more agreeable exercdae for 
our speculatioDi than those wl^ by appearing 
in such insular cydeaainoogst iis,^eem in some 
KMt to have abdicated the cmbnxm wholesale 
propoties oor natoia. Compered with the 
1 ^ dd, dmy are of another end hi^ser order* 
scarcely united with us by the tie cdfauinan weakness 
or human fifliy, the strongest tkt by which man 
is ocnfedmled with msBii clshmay ^predation 
a diftrent standard, and, not liable to the 
wear and tear of the uonuncii oetiver which impel 
u$;«*tbey ere, therefore, of too coioesal a stature, 
tadofaBSould toogigaatic, tobeteful or|fle8sing 
ol^ecta of fi rntfiH{ dat um 

It is then eiMst peeccas far philoscphicat 
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thinkers, who ouidertake' the drihiettion of the 
chancteriftic romners of any definite class of 
mankind (and without acxne tincture of philosc^ 
jihical thinkiog no peture can be faithful or 
vivid), to watch* narrowly the external diteiplino 
of circnmstancea, which affi^t the disposition, the 
temper, and the character, rather than simply 
enumerate, as travellers are too ipt to do, tJie mere 
naked phenomena themselves, witl$>ut taking any 

A 

note of each extrinac cause that has its share in 
their formation. It is because they have not given 
themselves the trouble to become familiar with this 
important part ctf tbe human mechanism, or, in 
other language, with the whole tribe of impulses 
by which the passive will is hurried along in ^te 
of Its feeble resistance, that tbe numerous writers 
upon India, who bare appeared lately amongst us 
in swarms that'almost darken the air," have 
scarcely attempted, except in a few instances of 
manifest failure, a sket^ of English society and 
English manners in India. Do not for a moment 
let it be thought, that I am vain enough to imagine 
that I am about to supjdy tbe de6ciency, either to 
my own sadsfacdoo, or that of my readers; but 
may l oot succeed in givic^ a few hints at least to 
future limners even by my own unfinished daubings, 
and suggeat tbe ptijxiety ci shummig, cd the one 
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hand, the uiueemlj and rercdtiDg caricatura pre* 
sented to us hy the few writers 4ho, fot thdr own 
amusement or Mr. Colburn's profit, have made the 
experiment; and cm the other, the tame and spiritless 
sketchings, in which all that is distinguishing and 
prominent is wbdly lost and obliterated ? 

Imprceaed with the uUlity of this mode of pro¬ 
ceeding, in ord^ to arrive at a just criterion of 
society and manners, whether amongst the English 
residents at Paris, or the Engtsh at Rome, or in 
whatever country curiosity or restlessness may have 
dispersed them (for wherever our countrymen are, 
with whatever community they may come into 
contact, thm they remain, like oil and water, un- 
mixed and immiscible), I am smcerely convinced 
that it is the best mode of estimating the English 
societies of India; and I lament that the ground 
has been quite untrodden, or nearly so, by those 
who have lately published their raniniscences of 
that interesting region; for I concrive that the 
being, so strangely compounded, whom we call 
here ** an old Indian,*' that odd bundle of whims 
and humours, whether considered b^ himself, as 
being, formed and fasbkmed by the circumstaDces 
that were constantly acting upon him whilst in 
India, or the whole Anglo-Indian society of that 
country altogether, who are undaguog the actual 
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disdi^iDe of tl^ooe diciunMaaceft, do assuredly 
deserve the oompAment of s more spedfic delinea* 
tion than boa been hitherto ossigaed them. To 
these, perhaps, the rule I have laid down will be 
found more emphatically applicable than to dur 
countrymen in any other port of the world* An 
EngUshouui in France or Italy still remains the 
Englishman, carrying thit&er «uly his follies, his 
arrogance, and his prejudices, and stands out in 
prominent relief from the countries he vists, by the 
peculiarity of his cherished follies and beloved 
vices; whereas in Indio, by the coDcurrcuce of 
various causes of sure and uniform operation, some 
of which I shall point out, the En^isb character 
undtfgoes a traosfonnatioo so rapid and entire, os 
to render it the fittest study that con be imagined 
for the moral pointer. 

I must repeat,* tha), the subject of English so¬ 
ciety in India has been unifiraily neglected by all 
who have visited Hindustan, with the exceptm, 
perhaps, of Maria Grob^ (nut now, indeed, Maria 
Qroham, for that foodnadog combiDatioa of sounds, 
associated wit^ the enlivening remembnuiocs of 
youth and personal dionns, is now ma'ged in a 
secemd marriage and another name not half so plea^ 
ing and fmiltar to ay ears)—that delightful writer 
uf timvels, who aaw moimerB and noted than with the 
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exquidte nicety ol ftmaie ditceryinent^ on which 
every diad^ and dxit» end colour of chtractert 
primitive or mu&d^ sever feila to be reflected. But 
more of ber hereafter. With thia exception, how* 
ever, I have eearcbed in vain the puMkatione of 
reaidenti aod travdlere in Indiai^ without stumbling 
upon one correct portrait of Angk^Iodiaa society; 
any thing that may be instructive aa a lesson to 
young men* or may hold up to oyr young country* 
women, wbo are about to quit the shmei of our 

fair, domestic str^, ^ for tboae which the 
Ganges washes with his mighty waters, a mirror 
of what they are hereafter to4)ecome, through the 
influence of climate, maniage, musquitoes, and the 
varied assemblage of causes likely to operate upcm 
them, when tb^ arrive in a cxpuntry which is con« 
sidered, I tear but too justly, ms the grave of 
European beauty. » 

What a uae&l eun>lemectary chapter to Dr. 
Fordyce, or Mta. Chapone, wc^ this ,fumifli! 
Something of thia kind is surriy necessary, i( on 
no other ground, on that of good taste, to give a 
little ideating variety to the writipgir upon India, 
which the press is e ve r y day bringing into tlie 
w<wld, and which wei^ as beavny upmi ^ for- 
bearaneeof the general reader as upcm the counters 
of the boo k sdler^ For without scnnetfaiog of the 

1 S 
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kmdf Years' IMdence in lodidt" and 

^ nemimaeencet^ of I know not how many yeoiw 
of SCTvice, begin to be rather sickening; and no 
w^der, as tb^ are for the moat part re/acdmenios 
of by-gone campaigns; the dr^ and rinsings of dd 
offitenf menoriet; the scrapings of barraek-room 
conversatiozu, where, ow a chett'leas bottle or two 
(the slowness of whose rc'^olutions speaks whole 
vdumes against tJ^e diminution of batta), some poor 
complaisant Sub is obliged with polite quiescence 
to listen to the endless narrative which lights the 
battle o'er again"—the same pro^ detaU which is 
so soon to arrive in the propitious region of New 
Burlington Street, and afta* it has received its due 


share pruniing and pdiah at the maturing hands 
of Mr Shuckburgh, to take its place in what is 
called by courtesy the literature of the day." 

But the taste for this is going by. Who is there 
that can be interested at this time of day with an 
Indian battle fought twenty years ago? What 
reader is endued with such an overflowing sensi¬ 
bility as to spare one drop of it fur the fate of a 
thousand polygars (if (hey had been ao many Polly 
Carrs, tlie narrative might have some interest^ 
whose only virtue seems to have been dicir heredi¬ 
tary bate to the Panjalum-dioorchy race; or to 
weep the premature loas of Captain Tr<^ttf of the 



EK&LI8H ftOClETT IM XKDIA 11 

cavalry, who, by too quick a was earned into 
the hottest 6re ot the enemy; or the wound of 
Captain HaaaM, who felt eo cruelly the ehancett 
of war in hii right arm; or the Aaif*breadth escape 
of Lieutenant Beard, who«e dtin was grazed by a 
ball, and who came ofF providentially, with the 
loss only of a third of his whisker (these are not 
puns, dear reader, but veracioui facts*); or fea^t 
with delight upon pages with lists of the 

killed and wounded ? Tor heaven's sake, let iih 

* 

have something more than this. *‘Call a new 
cause Lord Mansfield used to say, with infinite 
complacency, when he was wewn out with the one 
he had hm trying. What we #ant is man, male 
or fmiale, imported from England into India, with 
his English notkms, Eoglidi tastes, English antipa-^ 
thies, acted upon by tlie thousand influences that 
gradually modify him into a different animal, till’ 
without knowing it,—whilst be is there, goitre- 
like, a host of similar examples prevertt him fW>iii 
suspecting his own transformation,he corner 
back again to his native land' the finished ** old 
Indian,^ the confummate but interesting non¬ 
descript, which in common parlance has acquired 
that appellative. 

* 8e« * liilicsrx Raminisceneet of Fwtj Yssn' Sdvkc Ih 
Indk,^ bv UsutXol. Wdib ; 1S30. 
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But fint, of w^man. I hold moat reli^oudji 
that the study of woman any where, but particu¬ 
larly in India, is the study of pKUosophy; nor 
would it be an exaggeration to say, that tran- 
scendottal beauty furniihes more instruction dian 
transcendental philosophy; for beauty is phQoaopby 
without the mysticism of Kant or Richter; f^oso- 
phy written in plain and living characters, burnished 
by the hand of natupe herself on bri^t complexions, 
inscribed in brilliant faces, and taught by rioquenc 
eyes. In Angloindian society, as in every other, 
woman is the most important and powerful of the 
social elements. Married women give the tone not 
to manners only, but to modes of thinking, in the 
English circles of India. Single ones have no per¬ 
ceptible influmce, for they soon get married, and 
melt into the character wives and motbm. 
No such thing as a regular set ot unmarried women 
exists there; as for a knot of old muds, the 
forlorn bench of our coteries and balUrooms, it 
was never so much as heard of. J udge then of the 
induence of this very circumstance upon those who 
move in those ^drcles, and in particular on the 
female portion of them. A batdi of new arrivals 
are like the hams and cheeses impewted the 
same vessels; they wOl not keep till another 
season. If they do not meet with asuitable match 
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wm after they htTt lighted un Indian aoU, 
they mutt lower thor hopet from the .deli^tfbl 
draama of a rapid foitux^ riiiaing liTeries in Pml- 
Und Plaott and a mjftHbxi and park in Hampahire 
which a lonoci with a dvilian of rank can 
only realiae , ■ <o some UraCexiant<oloDd with a liver 
perforated like a deve, or a coton almott brought 
to a full stop, and a pocket not much r^leniihed 
by a twenty-dve years^ aervioe. ^ If Uwere done, 
when ’da done, then ’ tware wtil it were done 
quickly,’' saya Macbeth. 

But, gradoua heaven! what niittakea people run 
into, when they talk op{wobriouBly of women 
going out to the Indian market to be manied, and 
what absurd tbeoiiea do they oodttnict upon that 
foolish aaaumption and ridicuknia prejudice i I 
maintain that, for conjugal love, oonjugal lu^>pi- 
ness, lifting, unhrokmii undecaying attaclimcata,— 
for that perfect identity of wiahea, ctf feara, of griefs, 
of gladnesses,—that mutual amalgamation of tastes 
and senfibilitie^ which coBstitutes the highest bliw 
than can reign in that paradise of the aflecricms 
—that which Hormce in two ifon}! describes so 
beautifully to be the beatitude of the sexual union, 
the ifTUpta e^puiOf the chain, mt once bri^t as 
gold and strong as adamant, iriuch clasps two 
heiEta and souls t(^petiier—there is nuthiog that 
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equals so Ah^lo-Iinliah marriage. True^ the 
afiair is quickly decided^ and so much the better; 
for both parties are spared all the^ous haggling 
and the intolerable humminj; and having which 
precede the matriracmial engagement in England. 
An Anglo-Indian marriage is quite a eeni, etdi, t>ici 
sort of thing. A few glances n^dly interchanged 
commence and complete the "onquest. Before the 
band hat conqdeted five barb of the quadrille, the 
proposal is made, accepted, and ratified. And 
what a wm'ld of trouble and vexation is saved! 
How delightfully is the lover spared (be has enough 
to employ him at his desk without the superfluous 
buffioesB of a tedious courtship) all those deadening, 
cold-blooded references to fathers, mothers, brothers, 
uncles, aunts, through the whole gauntlet of which 
he has to run in this country fm* a little hit of 
matrimony i Your marriages in India are like 
the primeeval marriages of Eden. The female, 
indeed, like her first parent, would not unsought 
be won,* and it it very seldom, or never, that she 
makes the first pr op osal; but she requires no very 
fatiguing chas( to catch ber; and he who belongs 
to tbe corps of eUgibtesy and it in good circumstances 
to marry, marries* almost sans pAroae, and takes 
posaesfion of a prise gracefully surrendered to his 
grasp, without tbe fears and perturbations of the 
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pureuit I repat, nwe nior^y&jat this ready, 
"ode lore spane him a mOlkm of those inquietudes, 
doubts, tlanns,* jalousies, which tonaent our lorers 
*t home,—” more pangs and fears than wan or 


wo^ haye,”—where tliey have to undergo the 
tedious pracen of a previous manufacture. 

Thrice and more than thrioeh^j Anglo-Indian, 
on whose bead the auijnoous hayent thus Aower 
rupees and bdsuty, the smiley of fortune and of 
wmnan commingling in due proportiona to bless 
theethe smila of the celestial goddess lending 
redoubled fascination to tbore of tbe earthly one, 
whom thy arms encircle,—their union tbe truest 


omen and firmest guarsntee ofomijugal lov^ and 
conjugal enjoyment ! It » *tnie, that beauty 
«ases to blase from tbe first moment that it atriva 
in India; but it does not on that account « shake 

its light wings’• and fly alU^^ethw. It does m>t 

shine, indeed, with tbe beat of a Persian nin, that 
strika dead its worshippers. So much the better. 
Instead of tbe common-place Wushiiy tint of tbe 
European countenance, you take its mild and 
subdued lustre (no badexchan^),«ubdued perhaps 
into almost a vestal paleness; but it is a paleness 
which, in a woman essentially pretty or beautiful, 
disfigures no lineament, distorts no feature, oblite- 


rata no dimple, but brings them all forth into 
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Btronger rdief,^^d, like the moon of Puidi«e» 
** dttdowy sets ^ the faee of tUngs;*^ whilst the 
eytBf the windows from which the soul peeps, 
min the same, if not more than the same inBueoce;* 
discourse the same, if not more touching eloquence; 
and are doubl^f radiant from the extinction of the 
lesser lights that> in your healthy, Engliih faces, 
play in rivalry around them. 

Away, then, wi^ this stiipid gdasip about the 
merceoery marriages of India—the markets, as they 
are called, where English beauty is bought and sold. 
I affirm, without hazard of contradiction, tliat 
there are more interested and venal marriages 
cdebruted in the space of one day in London, 
than have taken place in Calcutta, Madras, or 
Bombay, since those places have been preddeneiai. 
If those places are marheiSj Almoek's and the 
Italian Opera are shambles. How many young 
ladies, who have reached the marriageaUe period, 
could I name, who, at )he v^ dme (hat they 
were curling up their noses at Miss S. or Miss W., 
who had just sailed on their outward-bound 
voyage to the lEast, with the undissembled spe¬ 
culation of getting husbands, were themselves from 
mom to night occupied in the hope of entangling 


• ' ' Bright syes . 

mflasDce sod priw.—ifScoa. 
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some mkldle^ged berooet, or or westthy 

esquiroi into a matrimcDijil pomDse, aod setting 
in AOtkHi thar.vhole train of artillery to carry 
their point! And what is the destination at a 
young girl of £i^on bi London, from the first 
flutter ct bar heart at the si^t of.a beau f What 
is taught bar the counaria of mamma, or the 
exami^ of dder ssters ? Wbat are the aims that 
engmsa her whole being, all her .waking, all her 
deeping thoughts ? What is tik goal which her 
young imagioatioo |^ta to arrive at ? Is it the 
simple unim of the aflectwos the unadulterated 
choice of die mind, with bo dowry, no worldly 
wealth, but that of love— the gratuitous dedicarion 
of her whde soul, the unbougbt d^otion of; her 
heart, to ooe beloved and bdovipg object? No; 
she has been too wdl tutored not to discud all 
this Donsenae with contempt, as tlm idle dram ot 
thoughtleeiaeas and £^y. 

The frinales, aeni out to India to try their 
chance for an establishiDenl, are for the ipoat part 
nurtured to the hopes ot a compet^t rather than 
a qdendid unitxi. To this end th^ are educated, 
modeatly indeed, but suffidcntly to qualify them 
for the dutra of wivee and motbm. They are 
taught the art of pLaawng by means of those ao- 
oomjdiiliinents, which are no more than a neces- 
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wy part of ftmale eduradon, instead of the fas- 
cinatiotu whicb'glare and daazle rather than de¬ 
light, and are more fitted for th^ stare and gaze 
of public admiratioD, than for the chaste and sober 
omameuts of d<xDestic life* Having probably 
some friendly connexions in India, they arrive 
there generally under the protect^ of kind and 
matronlike residents, with v hoo they become 
domiciled, and who, fnm their wperience of the 
characters and m^als of the male society at their 
respective presidencies, are enabled to give them 
the most salutary advice as to the important choice 
on which depends the woe or tlie weal of their after¬ 
lives. What is there mercenary or venal in this? 
It is an egregious blunder to imagine that there can 
be no real afibetion in these marriages. I never 
heard that the little god of love could make no use 
of bis wings tor being encumbered with rupees, or 
that his arrows were less efficacious because they 
were tipped witli gold. 

But let those who sneer at English marriages in 
India, look to the unbroken constancy of the union : 
I mean in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred. Can 
there be a more conclusive proof that the affections 
of the young ^insters, so invidiously ridiculed as 
forming part of the ship^s cargo, find there a secure 
and hcmourable asylum ? A crim. con., which in 
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Loodoo is served up erei^ UKHuin^at breakiiut to 
your wires and dntgfatm) is of such me occur 
rente in India,«thAt all the aSain of that nature, 
which have broken out in ^glirii families from the 
first momeit of ourbavingto much as a factory there 
to the present day, when what were once factories 
have become populous capitals, put together, would 
iM>t amount to thirty*threc, which, to speak with 
statistical precifion, is not so much' as half a 
one per annum. This has the ^^pearance of a 
problem, inasmuch as the female heart thise, as 
well as at home, is beaet with frailties and exposed 
to temptation. But the sdutkm c^it will be found 
in those exterior circumstances to whidi 1 have 
before adverted, 9B disafdming and fashioning 
dispositions and characters. It may, perhaps, 
diminish the value of the oomplunant, but it is 
almost an obvious truth, ths^ in India our wives 
are better guarded by ooe little drcumstance in 
their domestic economy, than if they were secluded 
with Turidsh jealou^ from every eye, or secured 
from e<mtact hy ramparts of brass. Conjugal 
infidelity is next to impra^oaUe; ^nd what do 
you think it is which raiders it impracticable ? 

In the first place (do not Mnile, reader), in every 
bouse, through every apartment, the doors of which, 
from the necessity of the climate, are always open, 
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there are coAu^iij gBding aloog, with noiee- 
lee$ aod isaudi^e rtead, a Taiiety of domestice, 
with vtfioiu DMDeft, and acting in yarious o^cea 
They are eternally at. the elbow of their tniatreaa 
If ahe ahakea off Ramaaawmy, Vencatah ia aure to 
aucceed him. The xDoment the kanaumar leavet 
the aaloon, the kitmugar steals into it. So unheard 
and u n perc g yed is their fooU'^.iU^ that they are like 
diea with rei|>ect to their exita an^ entrances. He 
who does not perce i ve the influence that so per^ 
petual an exposure to obaervatirm will have upon 
the female conduct» muat oeeda have tl>e dullest 
^>prdwnaioD in the world. The force of such a 
reatraiDt » almoet incaleulaUe. It acta upon the 
wife aa a n^pmumerary cwacaence) ud it has all 
the efficacy of the aeverestpeoaltiea which law could 
inflict In tnitbi your Mack savasta, whose eyes 
are tho« of lynxea, and who ate endued widi a 
kind ot invisiMe ubiquity, may be relied upon by 
the most jeakua huri)aiKl as ao many walking 
atalutes agaiast adultly. Nor are there in your 
bouses in India any of those snug receptacles of 
intrigue, thosp petite iottdotff» whidi in England 
are considered by every lady to be inviolable-**her 
caiietlumf her laoctuary, into which none but a 
few foc^dily indulgent wives will permit even their 
husbands to intrude. The eye may command at 
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once every i^artment of* die whidi ii 

seldom more t|an ope itot 7 > as distmcdy as 
Don Cleofas mspscted tbe mierior of the houas of 
Madrid whidi hiefrkBd the lame devil had unroofed 
to hie curiosity* Conioderj again, X beseech you, 
the necessary dSect of this one circumstance, in the 
fbmation as well as the preservation ot chaste and 
guarded habits, and the bridling irr^lar and 
licentious pasrinnsi by the almost entire impossibi¬ 
lity of indulging them, and you Vill set a proper 
value on a moral restraifit at once so gentle and so 
efFectuaL 

Anotbtf most invaluable restraint, which keeps 
down in India this worst of domestic scourges in 
English sodeQr, that pernicious crime which, in 
our world of fashion, is so cdten snappmg asunder 
the golden cord of wedded affectum—is a re¬ 
straint of a phyacal rather than moral kind; but 
it <^rate8 with equal force on tbe mducer and 
the victim. What I mean is, tbe alsmit absolute 
in^mcticalMlity doping. There are^QO post- 
horses to cany off tbe errii^ couple, as it were, on 
tbe wings of love, ot at least with ^he d^ree of 
velocity which tbek escape from shame and retri¬ 
bution requires Palanquins are out of the question. 
As for running away on horseback, it is quite impos¬ 
sible* Noitudy in that torrid dimate could endure 


the fiuigues indent Uf a mode of travelUog ao 
diacoocotmg to the female oerrea Every suocee- 
Bive bump would be a lecture upo) her imprudence; 
her misplaced desires would be completely jolted to 
pieces; and I quertion whether the gallant himself* 
whilst spurring his flagging Arab under a burning 
sun, would not be inclined to think that he had at 
least gone far enough, and b'gin to vote the whole 
affair to be a bore. Tbon there are not, os in 


England, deliglftful inns, stored witli exquinte 
viands and admirable wipes, with smiling landlords 
and obsequious waiters, where the fugitive pair 
may halt, to recruit their spirits, and drown in 
champagne or claret the squeamish and uncomfort¬ 
able rudngs of remorse, that may obtrude upon 
their felicity. But for these there ar^ at occasional 


distances* certain buildings called choultries* 
facedoualy siudto have been erected for the comfort 
of travellers; desolate, cheerless, uninhabited, 


echoing to no sounds but the howl of jackals and 
the hum musquitdes. In these inbo^table 
edifices thew is nothing to clieer or support you* 
and a much better chance of your being yourself 
eaten up^ thim of finding any thing to eat. Now 
absolute famine, or even bad fore, is a decisive 


antidote to love of any kind, lawful or unlawful. 
Traveller who refresh themsdves at these places 
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are ^liged to aeod on all ttfeir culina^ preparatiooa 
before tfaem. Id the case of an elopemectf theae 
preparations vould betray the secrecy and impede 
the progress of the expedition. 

Such then are the salutary checks whidi, in the 
English society of India, interpoee between woman 
and the thoughtless felly that undermines her fame 
and her hap|dness in other countries. The black 
servants, I repeat^ are as vigilant guards over your 
earthly paradise as if they were ^cberubims with 
flaming swords'^ atatioiied at its gates. The im- 
pedinients to raind flight soon recondle the wedded 
dame to the ills the has, instead of encountering 
those ** she knows not of and it is a most in¬ 


valuable law of our nature, that we are not Icmg in 
learning to endure that from which we cannot fly. 
Fastidious mwalists may cry out that these are 
equivocal signs of virtue, and degrading motives 
to abstain from evil. Senseless prate! If virtue 


consists in abstinence from vice, no matter how 
the end is accomplished, it is sdll virtue. The 
result of all this is, that handfeme wives gradually 
subside into respectable matrons, that euthanasia 
of beauty, in which all insular and unholy aficc- 
tions are buried in the quiet grave of conjugal 
stillness, and they return to England to spend the 
autumnal season of tbezr chaims with placid end 
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subdued desi^ thst never wBAder beyond Aeir 
huiboodsor ib^ nurseries, except to a Httle harm¬ 
less goaap on the less guarded * conduct of thdr 
friends, azid the pardonable maternal vanity of wit* 
Dewing the triumphs of their daughters in the ball* 
roiMD or at the piana 

But thore is another drcumstance which opo^ates 
most powerfuUy as a cemcf't of the matrimonial 
union in India, which it would be unphdoaophica] 
to pass by* Every lady lias a direct pardcipatioo 
in her huebaod^s advancement, and consequently a 
tenderer sympathy .in his fortunes;—and this has 
an obvious tendency to strengthen her constancy and 
invig(wate her attachmait. For, as he rises step by 
step in the service,^! refer more particularly to the 
civil branch,^he imparts to htr th^ envi^ile dis¬ 
tinction, which in limited ^heres of society is the 
d)ject of the warmest aspiradons chmsbed in the 
female bosom. How many fair comjdexions have 
1 seen ruined by unavailing and feverish competU 
Uems for the splaidid ]^y tfaiog—the glittering toy, 
called rank! How many an intensting dioqde 
has been fretted into a downii^t wrinkle by the 
slow emrodiog pangs of envy, that Mrs. W*** 
should have a right to walk first, because Mr. 

has just recQved an aj^oiotment at the 
Board of Trade !• Hence it ia^ that having once 
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embarked in, ohe adhere to, tbeyvewl vbich not 
onlj carriei the fortuoei of C«ar, but the rank of 
Cssar'e wife, aacircumstande of no slight waght in 
strengthening tbe links of the matrimcuiial chain, 
and tdentifyiiig by a bland and haraionious assiaii- 
lation the mutual ambidon of the parties. It is 
astonishing what the love of rank will effect in the 
coteries of Anglt^India. I verily believe, there 
are senne ladief (hat would rather crawl on their 
hands and feet, th« not be allowed to go first into 
a room at alL 

Sometimes the lo^of rank takes a retrograde 
turn. When a cause'^ras tried in the Supreme 
Court, respecting the widening of the Marmalong 
bridge—a long series of arches whose needless and 
wearisome length bestrides the bed of a small river 
near Madras, but which was so narrow that two 
carriages accidentally meeting could not pass,—I 
remember a curious Irish attmmey, in the broadest 
of bn^ues snd with a £sce which had been thrice 
dipped in Shannon's brazen flood, in order to point 
out more emjdiatically tbe inconvenlcoce of the 
bridge, was beard to exclaim, ** Why, my Lord, it 
was only yesterday morning, that Mrs. O**** in her 
carriage met Mrs. D*** in her's, in the very middle 
of it, and there they stuck for a whole hour, quar* 
Telling for preeedmet which should go bsckward * 
VOL« 1 . c 
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But BogUih^Hfe in India ia a subject that 
unfolds itself as 1 advance. I pledge myself in 
futui^ essays to treat the subject according to 
the most co f re c t principles oi our ocmumm nature; 
to shew that all that is eooentric or problematic 
in the character of AngUvIndlan society is to l)e 
traced to certain fixed and definite laws; and 
endeavour at least to supply s deddermtum in the 
pictures of that socieCy which have lately been 
given to the wocfd^ that has been long felt and 
long lamented. 
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la a former article upon t1)b subject, we at* 
tempted a faint and rapid sketch of two or three 
interesting lineaments in the female society of the 
English residents in India; and amongst these, the 
constancy of wedded attachments held a conspi* 
cuous place. Our task would have been but im* 
perfectly executed, had we inflected to give due 
emphasis to one of the most honourable among the 
moral causes which have stamped a bright and dis¬ 
tinguishing colour upon the domestic life of our 
countrywomen in those distant regbns. We traced 
also that splendid peculiarity in the social inter¬ 
course of the East to the very singular drcuiiistanct^ 
by which it was impressed. We have not, how¬ 
ever, done with the theme (its fertility is inexhausti- 
{ot the nmt pr^tent influences that shape and 
fashion all the societies of the earth are female in¬ 
fluences, and they arc incessantly at work to pro* 

r 2 


duce the mott strikiog modificationB of character 
which can interest the student of our common 
nature in his researches. 

It was observed also, or rather hinted, that in our 
Anglo*Indian communities, there was no coterie of 
virginity which had passed the matrimonial Rubi* 
con. The absence of this moral cause, which at 
home is in active and hourly rneration, is itself a 
most important peculiarity, an;i must have a pretty 
perceptiUe effect upon the temper, and manners, 
aiwl feelings of the Anglo-Indians. What a world 
of acerbities, of bickoings, of satirical reflecHontt, 
of petty strifes and emulations, is superseded by this 
single circumstance! Yet, although do reasoning 
can be accurate or i^iloaophical without general 
propositions, all general propositi<ms are limited by 
Kundry eixceptions, perhaps not occurring aofre- 
quently as to destroy the value of the proportion. 
For, in our English societies in India, are occa* 
sionally to be seen about half a dozen spinsters, 
pale as the ghosts on the shores of tliat fabled 
stream, whose suriy feiry-man has refused to carry 
them over, and wearing in their complexions the 
livery of (he liope doomed, that maketh the hi*art 
sick:** not, indeed, to be called maids" without 
the grossest perverrion of language; faded rather 
than withered for those eyes, witli their languid 
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and bedimmed brightnAe> tell us moet intelligiUy, 
that they were not long since tbe lampe of joy, and 
were intended to be the lamps of love, had not Uie 
wayward perveneness of fortune thwarted the kind 
destinations ot nature. It is not that time has yet 
begun to revd amidst the wrecks of dm beauty. 
No such thijig. Not one ot them has yet seen her 
ten lustres; but tbe work of Time, in the devas- 
tatioDS he so enuch deli|^ts in, has been taken 
off his hands by an artist quite as eapert, and in 
that climate much more expeditious; hy Borrow^ 
not loud but deep,«^iot Imathing itself out into 
friendly ears, iM easing its load by conSdential 
ommunicaticHisbut cherished, silent sorrow, in* 
dulged in secrecy and solitude, finding no ecmimu- 
nion but with tbe midnight ^oom, or tbe pale 
momligbt shadows, which throw over the earth a 
congenial sadness. Then arise the images of de¬ 
parted years;—the familiar groupesof childhood; 
thoughta, feelings, passions, come rushing amund 
their couch, as with tbe sound of innumerous wings. 
And to be the subject of scorn to thoK who have 
played with better cards—scorn, indeed, more in 
apprebenaoQ than reality, fig*, bad as our nature is, 
we seldom cast tatde our respect fbr misfortune. 
Yes, it it misfortuQe, tbe disippointmest of hopes 
too fondly nursed, too rudely crossed,* and there 
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IS ncme incident to humioit; which hae a better title 
to cooimiientkm, and would meet with it mote^ 
were not there instances in which it is indelicate and 
crud to commiaente. It is, however, natural for 
persons thus edf^humbled, to take ever; smile at 
whisper for the cocn|riaceDt commentary of seUidt- 
ness and contempt, even where do scornful fading 
existed, and where the hearts of those who were 
thus unjuHtly suspected were inud)» too pure and 
generous to triumph for a momemt over those whom 
they had distanced in the race. 

I knew one neglected beauty, for she certainly 
was beautiful, who felt—not her matrimonial disap- 
}x>intTnent, but the destitution to which the dreum* 
stance of not being married had consigned her— 
with pecuHar intensity. The nerve was waked in 
this interenting creature^ where ^ agony is born**' 
Her meditations upon her almost insulated con¬ 
dition, in a society to which she was allied by no 
naturd ties beyond those,of gratitude hr kindness 
and hospitality, cast as it were the shroud of death 
over every scene and object; and she sometimes sate 
as motionless and insensate in the lighted ball-romi, 
amid the glare of lamps and the revelry of mude, 
as if she had already reached the stillness of that 
ffepulchral abode, where her s or r o ws not long after¬ 
wards found repose. But the error was not hn's^ 
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a]«B! die nuBeries of thit oror were her'i» and her's 
excluflvely. She had been not out to take her 
chance, in con^mon with other iccompUahed and 
amiable creatuiea, of meting with a reqmtable 
husband, aad a comftwtable eaubUshment;—but it 
was an injudicicNis step on the part ot those who 
over-ruled her own iostinctive reluctance to the 
adventure. They had not penetration enough to 
see a something in her character, her affections, her 
habitual turn of thought, \m high-toned romantic 
sense of all that is right and dtgnided, which boded 
little success to the speculation. 

Poor Isabel W > I No persons gave them¬ 
selves the trouUe of inquiring whether on this orb, 
which you hardly seemed to tread, there are not 
scmse sfWts so refined above every gross and earthly 
ambition^^hiDe, dear girl, was eminently so—so 
dedicated to the love of ail that is good or beautiful, 
whether in nature or in virtue, and so entranctd in 
those mysterious but hallowed musings of the soul 
in which that love is fed and cherished,^^ to have 
as little leisure as aptitude for the day-dreams and 
speculations, in which the greater part of the sex are 
immersed from mom to night. Vet such spirits 
there are^we, indeed, and twinkling like stditary 
stars on the extreme boundary of the horiaon, whose 
wanderings no eye can fdlow, or note when they 
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go or when they return^ Isabel's mind and hs 
peculiar genius were quite overlooked by the people 
who, with the best intentions in the world, were in 
the habit of computing human beings in the lump, 
and classing all alike with natures with which they 
have neither kindred nor analogy. 

What unhappy mistakes are constantly occurring 
In this world of oun, for warr of a distinctive clas^ 
HificatiuD of the minds and teniperaoei'ts, over whose 
destinies we usurpiui authority ^icb nature refuses 
to anction; and this, because we still persist, right 
or wrong, in classing individuals by wholesale cata* 
lugucal Never was the mistake more woefully 
illustrated than in the case of Isabel Here, 
was a soul of etberial temper, touched 

and to fine issues.* Yet from the gross misdn 
rcction of thone who diould have watched its 
wanderings, or rather have studied its aspirations, 
it was rudely transplanted frexn the quiet spot in 
which it was embedded,—the home of its purest 
joys, its unpolluted aflectkms,—£rc»n the dear fiuni- 
liar 9ceim of youth,—from the stream or grove or 
valley, among yhich it delighted to wander ;^from 
rich landscapes fresh with verdure, and rejddng 
with nature in their richest attire, where her eye 
never failed to trace or create new beauty, as it 
paused to meditate or admirej-^transplantial, I say, 



to tbe cbeerlesa, and starile, and parched 9cSi of a 
bunuDg dimei wbm naiure rather languidtes than 
rapoaea; where her beloved melodiea of birds, and 
of cool refreabiDg breeses, and of gusltiog broths, 
are heard no more; and there is do walking by tlie 
side of fragrant hedgerows, or uSMler the shade of 
embowering elma Such a being, endued with sen¬ 
sibilities attuned to every nobk emotion, ev^ in 
extremes, and ^vibrating with ecstasy, whether of 
gladness or sevrow, was unfitted tor Angl^Indiun 
society, where no feeling is allowed to exceed its 
statutable limits, no sympathy to burst the bounds 
of that Gonventiooal oomplaceocy of look, thought, 
manner, and that subdued, disciplined state of 
feeling, which receives with unfluttered pulee alike 
the imparted joy or the revealed sorrow. 

In ^ch a society, by such a mind, how mucli 
was to be endured, to which, unfortunatdy, it had 
been never trained! But Isabel, diained in that 
iiud|nd converse from whidi there is no flight-<nd 
€^)ec]ally during that |jart of an ^Indian aoir^ 
when the ladies leave the table, and indulge them¬ 
selves in tbe habitual topics furnished by the 
domestic events of tbe seulement^ the suspected 
fliitati<Mt, the repr^Mnded coquetry, and others 
equally inUmting and equally stale from daily 
recurreooe and endless repedtio o ' and her fear of 
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imputed pedantry, should she attempt the intro* 
duction of subjects more &miliar to her by thought 
or reading,—felt unutterable torture, and the more 
acutely as she was constrained to dissemble it. Noir 
and then, indeed, a rebuke of female inanity did 
escape her; and it was felt the more acutriy be¬ 
cause it was expressed, not with bitterness or a con¬ 
temptuous sense of superioriw, bat pmntedly and 
eloquently. The women leagued in a society of 
sneer and sarcasm Against her; and, without sus¬ 
pecting it, she found herself engaged in that war* 
fare, n rar that war of tongues, in 

which no one is invincible. 

Isabel W was the most beautiful and sylph¬ 
like fmale of the lesser order of figure my eyes 
ever beheld. Her step was graceful beyond any 
thing I had heretofore witnessed; it was winged 
rather than pedestrian; she seemed to hover about 
you rather than to stand near you; and, after 
lialf-an-hour's convme with her, such was the celes¬ 
tial airiness of her form, and such the silver sound 
of her voice, which seemed like notes struck from 
an angers lyre^ and such (probably her personal 
tiEudnations should incline me to mistrust my 
own estimate)—such the wisdom that welled forth, 
pure, bright, and unaffected, from her lips, I always 
felt as if 1 had been conversuig far that short pe- 
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riod with some vimon ii^ulged to us &$ a specimen 
from the work! of betttf and happier epirita Yet 
all her feelings were feminine; her perceptions of 
fetninine propriety instinctively keen; and, in one 
word, it would have been almost a pardonable 
idolatry to have fallen down and worshipped her« an 
the living image of virtue. 

What did this avail in the society of Madras ? 
It is certainlj^ true that she created a considerable 
sensation (to use an unmeaning, hut common phrase) 
upon her first arrival; and many of the eUgtbles 
flocked around her. The kind friends, with whom 
she was domiciled, gave her the usual cataloj/ue 
tauonni of the unmarried members of the civil 
and military services. As id the l^ter, exc^ in 
the case of a few lucranve staiF situations, they are 
universally sneered at. Majors, captains, and lieu* 
tenant-colonels, are only the sad refuge of despond¬ 
ing virgins—the straws caught hold of in the last 
paroxysms of despair. Moreover, the same friendly 
monitors could enumerate withm ,a few fanams 
the amount of their respective salaries, and all their 
brilliant expectancies in the backgroundto what 
Mr. B***, the collector of Tanjore, would |mba- 
bly be appointed, as soon as Mr. W**** of tl>e 
Revenue Board, wbo was happily in the last stage 
of a liw cooijdaint, should make room for him; or 
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the cholera morbus make^a fbw fortunate inroads 
upcm the Sudder-ul-Dawlet) or Mr. the resi* 

dent at Hjderabadi fall by the tusks of a wild boart 
the cmly event that could possibly wean him from 
the dangerous amusement of tltc boa>hunU*eithar 
of which auspicious incidents would double tre¬ 
ble Mr. salarybesides this, the good 

friend, who was thus pullia*? up the curtain of fu* 
turity to her young charge, (>oiDted out to her, ai>d 
in no very distant perspective, a seat in cuuncil for 
Mr. B***, that \dHma ThuU of a civilian's ambi¬ 


tion. Never did the chapter of human accidents 
unfold so many delightful promisea. To be sure, 
there was aper-contro creditor to all this; for Mr. 


B*** was a very dull and a very cross man, and 


exceedingly penurious withal, and his servants, in 
their Englisli jargew, used to call him a make- 
afraid man,^ because he was in the habit of beating 
them, or pulling off their turbans, when they could 
not understand his bad Hindostannee. A gentle 
man, so peevish and tyrannical, was not uideed ex¬ 
actly cut out (<x the fiiirest, the gentlest, the kind¬ 
est of created beings. Added to this, Mr. B*** 
was very middling in point either of intellect or 
acquisitions; but, instead of being humbled by the 
consciouaneas of his inforiority, he was weak enough 
to think that it would not be discerned by others, 



BKOtlSH IOC1BTY IN INDIA. 


37 


{xovided he could assume the bearing; and conse¬ 
quence of a man whoee knowledge was uniyersal. 
He proposed to Isabel, and was fiedingly and kindly 
reused. 

Good heavens! what, after this, could be thought 
of Isabel in the coteries of the settlement! De» 
ludod girl, was it for this that thou wert arrayed 
by nature with all this prodigality of charms, both 
uf ..mind and p ys o n , and fitted out fur India with 
so much cost to thy friends? Ar. failure 

did not discourage other suitors. They came, and 
were repulsed. Seeing this, the rest of the eligibles 
kept aloof, and poor Isabel sat through the tedious* 
ness of the ball-room and the concert quite unmo 
lested, unless perchance a straggling aide-decamp 
or two, in the course of a saunter through the room, 
ventured to expend upon her the vapid nothings of 
ilia famished intellect. 

Now all this on IsabeFs part was error,^irur 
fatal at icrigth to her happiness. Oh, that she could 
have lowered her lofty and lowering, but viaonary 
ideas of what a hud)and ought to be, or what he 
might be made, down to the conc^VP^^h 
world as it IS { that she had learned, by being more 
conversant with mediocrity, to have been more to¬ 
lerant towards it;—that, instead of struggling and 
panting after ideal eacellenoe, she had found out 
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that the happiest and best of unions are rather 
compromises between what we expect and what we 
hndf than the entire fulfilment of what fancj and 
hope are so wont to dream of 1 Then she might 
have wedded well and respectably, and in the course 
of things have produced children, and run the ordi* 
nary round of conjugal h^piness, and in the ful* 
ness of time have returned l om^and graced the 
first societies of England, of n liich^ahe was tn every 
respect worthy. *fiut she could not listen with 
feigned attention, scarcely with patience, to com* 
mofwplace rccnarkt propounded with as mudi gra* 
vity as if they were philosophical discoveries. She 
could take no part in the pointless satire, the stale 
jest, and the prosy narrative, that necessarily con* 
stitute the essence of Anglo-Indian conversation. 
HerV were no vulgar endowmoKts. A large ex* 
pandtfd soul, a cultured mind, that emnprehended 
very considerable stores of acquired knowledge; 
taste, feeling, a green fiourishing memory, pregnant 
with inexhaustible Btore^ of entertainment and re* 
flection; a perpetual stream of fresh ideas and a 


voice to giv^ them utterance that fell upon your 
ear u the genuine music of the heart;—with so 
many gifts and such natural powers, let those who 


know India, and the English society of India, judge 


whether they, who dispoeed of poor Isabd'a destiny, 
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acted wisely and judicioiAly. There was a mtlese 
pining cooatantly going oo in her mind for the 
country ibe had quitted, the dear scenes of her 
childhood and her youth, and the groups of happy 
faces which fancy conjured up to her remembrance. 
She indulged a great deal too much that silent an¬ 
guish, which is Me so acutely when the soul has no 
affinities, no Mlowships, in the crowd of vacant 
faces that surropnd it;—-for ever was she stealing 
in vision to the vales, hills, woods, streams, of 
her native place—the modest mansion, the home of 
her modest affi^ons, the scat of her purest joys, 
and the blue wreath of snoke that curled from its 
roof, as if to warn her, after her return from a pro¬ 
longed walk, of the lateness of the hour, and the 
sweet aif^ionate chidings that rebuked her delay. 
From all this, the world of waters had severed her, 
perhaps fc^ ever; but the chain which bound her 
to that spot, though lengthened by distance, hus 
never broken. She felt its force to the last. Thus 
occuped, the would weep *alone, benighted in her 
•ouVs gloom, for whdt days and nights. 

Soon after her refusal of Mr. her parents 

had died, and Isabel, through some untoward do- 
meslk circumstance, was left without one natural 
protectfn*, save the kind friends with wliom stic 
found an a^lum in India. And moat affectiooatdy 
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WA§ it accorded to her; for so powerful are the in¬ 
fluences of beauty, goodittss, and Tirtue^-^virtue, 
too, enshrined in the fairest of form&,--*tbat eveiy 
one of those selfish, every^lay feelings, which are so 
apt to break out where there is no coosiderahle en- 
lai^^ment or cultiyatioa of the mind, was restrained, 
and nothing was said, not even by a look, that served 
to remind her for one mo neot of tier destitution 
and dependence* Isabel, however, ielt them; and 
her beauty withet^d, and her smile, tliougli as de¬ 
lightful and interesting as ever, was mingled more 
and more with a languor that betokened inward 
suflering; and she went the unmeaning round of 
Anglcvlndian visits, tifiins, lialls, assemblies, din¬ 
ners, and Ijstaied to idle ridicule and empty gossip, 
and sate at feasts where daily hecatombs wm of¬ 
fered up to vanity and ostentation, 

joyless lU; sad ooefidcared;” 


but no amusements, scarcely her own insatiable 
thirst for literature, could fill up the cheerless void 
which existed in the bosom of one, who was made 
to love, but |rho could not love where slie found 
nothing lovdy. 

Yet wliat false interpretations pass amongst the 
ladiea and gentlemen of this world for profmind 
commentaries—what gross blunders for sagacious 
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truths ( No peraoD thought it worth while to 
penetrate into the real causes of the decay of that 
beauteous frame. The easest ec4utioti, and the 
moat in unison with tbdr own sentiineots and habi* 
tudesof dioughti was at band, and they adopted it. 
Isabel, they took it for granted, was wast^ with 
disappointment, because no offbs were made her, 
and with regrets for having refused Mr. B***, 
who, on the very day, perhaps the very hour, of his 
rejection, had made another ofTer to another lady, 
which was accepted, that lady b«ng luckily of a 
(liepodtion or temperament not liable to be shocked 
by Mr. flogging bis black servants because 

they could not conprdiend bis broken Hindostan* 
nee; and being gifted with an understanding tluit 
tamely Iwooked the usurped superiority of tliat of 
her husband.^ Mmeover, as if to heighten poor 
I sabers disaf^intment, thiere was a conspiracy of 
the accidents of life, and every thing happened to 
Mr. B*** as had been predicted. The small resi* 
due of Mr. W****'i liver soon gave way, and 


made the hi^py vacancy at the Board of Revenue; 
the cholera morbus did its duty at tl^c Sudd^«ub 
Dawlet court, and Mr. had mly to wait ancv 
ther propitious death to arrive at the omnummadon 
his hopes, the seat in council. But tb^ knew 
her not, mr was it possible they should. She was 
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far too high-minded (or such vulgar disquietudes, 
and she had little in common with the minds which 
they agitate. Her fine frame and generous heart 
had been overmastered by feelings of another kind; 
and she was universally deemed a martyr to disap* 
pointed hopes of marriage, when those hopes were 
the most abhorrent from her nature. She was fas¬ 
cinating and instructive, • «^’ea whilst she was sink¬ 
ing into the graye, and her wontki smile lingered 
on her face in death. A memorial was rudely 
sculptured on her grave*^tone, at the expense of 
one who knew her well. It was borrowed from the 
pathetic epitaph of Sbenstooe on Maria, and ran 
thus: 

Vsl«. rale, IsibeJU! 

Quam melius sst tai aeminiMS, 

Qosm cum reliquis rensri I 

But this is a melanch<Jy theme. Yet, spite of 
every wish ami every effort to change the strain, 1 
find the thing impossible, and the chord being once 
touched, I must go oa Recollections, “sicklied 
o'er with the same pale cast,^ continue to haunt 
me, strive as* much as I will to oppose or divert 
their current. And thus it must ever be, so long 
as this orb of sorrow revolves on its axis, that he 
who unclasps the volume of his life, will start with 
horror at the sad and painful world of remcm- 
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braoces he evokee from their gtfTes. Thought 
are awakened, whether of younelf or of oUiers, 
that, ai they rush with hideous ydl fmn the ocIIb 
of memory, tear and agitate yon like furin. 

The Engltth eodety, into which you are thrown 
whilst in India, becomes after a few yean a gallery 
of dismal portraits, out of whose histories the tragic 
muse might weave many a mournful drama of real 
woe; and be whoxan meditate with a heart at ease 
upon the manifold chronicles r^stlred in his ndod, 
of vaniahed hopes, of disappointed ambition, of 
friendships passed away, of early loves buried in 
sudden clouds, or thrown prostrate by overwhelming 
storms, and can calmly pick up the links of the 
broken chain without grief and shuddering, is a 
being belonging to another nature, with whom we 
liavc nothing io oonuD<m beyond the form and 
Goniiguratioo of humanity. Amongst the specific 
train of causes, however, by which these unhappy 
results have for the most part been brought about, 
and which the careful obserrer of society and man* 
ners will not fail to have noted down minutdy^ 
he cannot overloc^c, as he unfolds his, tablets, the 
havoc, disorder, and wretchedness, superinduced 
in Anglo-Indian life over the other ills to which we 
are brirs, by tbe mania for ostentatious expense, 
which ia tbe most fatal epideciic, whether of the 
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country or the climate. < It pervades all orders and 
classesi and drives on young and old indiscrimi* 
nately to their ruin. 

Strange, indeed, it must seem, and it is an anomaly 
that baffles all set reasoning, that, execrating the 
climate as everybody does from morning to night, 
—panting beneath the hot fumes of the laud-winds, 
which it would be no pof '!c exaggmwtion to term 

blasts from hell,^—pujictuped, from top to toe 
with the prickljTheat, a sensation that teaches you, 
without any help from the fancy, precisdy what 
you would feel were your body stretched on a bed 
of upraised pins,—awakened in the sultry stillness 
of the night-watclies out of some delightful dream 
of fngland and of home by musquitoes buzzing in 
the ear, or meeting each other by appointment on 
the tip of the nose,^^uniDg in querulous anguirii 
the dull sameness and unvaried vapidnesa of 
tence,—compelled every returning eve to take the 
self-same ride or drive along tl^ self-same road, 
through the same monotonous vista of trees,—to 
meet for ever the same faces, and reciprocate the 
same cold ^d unheirtfelt greetings,—and when 
the nightly promenade is concluded, to sit down 
without ^qietite to the same bill of fare, of which 
that of to-day is the exact fac-stmils of that of 
yesterday, the eternal pig with the lime in his 
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mouth) the unfiuHng mufligttawH^) the nerer 
ending rice and etury) with the same ofUr^seated 
topicS) bad puns, and tastdess reflectionsthat) 
enduring these incommodities, and whilst every 
one is beating his wings against the ban and wires 
of his cage, from which, in due course of time, 
a little woridly prudence would have delivered 
bhnthat, all this while, nearly the whole Anglo- 

Indian world should be busied in schemes of throw- 

• 

ing away the means whirii can alone ferry them 
back again to the land of their fathers, is, 1 repeat, 
a most perplexing paradox. 

But so it is. The climate, it is true, renders 
many things, which elsewhere would be termed 
luxuries, absolute necessaries. Horses, carriages, 
servants, unavoidably multitudinous from the end¬ 
less divisiems end subdiTirions of employment, 
palanquins, garden-bou9es,^all, or some of these, 
are p^aps requisite to mitigate the inconveniences 
of a clime which forUds bodily exertion. But it is 
not merely the indulgences, without which nature 
would sicken and languish, 

QuSii buttins sibl dolest ostors nog^; 

it is not in these that European fmtunes are en- 
gulphed and lost. There are oth«^ <<SerixHiian 
in whid) gdd mohurs and rupees sink as 
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fa«t» often faster, than' they arc obtained. There 
are bone*racings, hone-bvcedinga, horBe-trainiogs 
equipages ostentatiously swdled beycsnd every do* 
tnestic need, carriagea gorgeously ^lendid, postil* 
lions and even hors^keepers extravagantly liveried, 
and tables, on which a very few simple condimentn 
would r e present all the sctual comforts of the whdr 
basaar, not only crammed wuh a superfluous heap 
of providons, but glittering with a costly shew of 
plate, gold and silver. 

Add to this, that your c^iricious and pompous 
civilian, or your brief-proud lawyer, whose fees 
in Westromster^liall could not keep his wtsh^- 
woman in good humour, but which in India have 
descended upon him in showers, caimot content 
himidf with a mansion of modest proportioDs. No: 
be must roam through long suites of elegantly 
furnished apartnmits. He erects, therefore, a pa¬ 
lace, which, as it riaes out of the earth like an 
exhalation, so it often diaa]^)ean like an exhaladon; 
^for the sun and the roonsoems, with their united 
strength, are rapid artifleen of ruin, and these bring 
helped in Arir work of destruction 1^ the puny 
industry of their active eoUaboroteur^ the whitr 
ant, in a few very short years, the master^neces of 
domestic architecture crumble to their foundations. 
Yet to rear tbes transited emblems ot human 
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pride and human fblly^ hi aquanderd mens which« 
on his return to hit native landt mi^t have rqMired 
the ancient ball of his ancestors, redeemed the mort* 
gaged acres, or erected a mansion anew, to illustrate 
him as the first founder of a oame and family. 
Such are the riddles whidi vanity is perpetually 
imning to peiplex and humble us. 

The fretfulness for surpassing those among whom 
we live, is at all •timet a passioo which it requires 
no little philosophy to subdue; and perhaps tlie 
entire extinctiem of it would not be desirable^ were 
it p(Msible. It is in its misdirectiuDS that it works 
BO much mischief and fdly, and becomes the most 
sordid thing imaginable, and leads to the most Bor« 
did results, especially when it takes the mean, piti* 
ful turn of vying in pursuits after the vmeat trifles 
and gew-gaws of existence; and in little societies, 
like those of our Anglo-Indian settlements, this 
paltry misdirection of a feeling which would be a 
noble one in its right coura^ may in ten cases out 
of twelve be with tolerable certainty calculated 
on. Id a wider sphere of intercommunion, all this 
would And wholesome and natural cormetives. The 
influence of better example would incite to worthier 
competitions, perhaps to literary or philosophical 
ones; and there is no mind, after it has acquired 
knowledge, but swells out to the requisite dimen- 
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sions of what it containB, and» becoming enlarged 
and looks down with disdain upon the puny 
emulations, in which so many fooliih creatures 
sacrifice fortune, fame, happiness. At our Indian 
presidencies, moreover, there is scarce an individual 
of any rank or station, that, like the citisen in the 
Spectator, who kept a journal of his life, is not of 
greater consequence in his o^u thoughts tlian in 
the eyes of the world, and therefore imagines that 
he is watched in all his movements, his exits and 
entran^^ and tlius trains himself to a false theatric 
cal appearance in society, and walks ])eqxftual]y on 
the stilts of the most absurd and despicable of all 
the prides' that infest our nature. 

I belieVe from my heart that poor R*»«****, 
who in a few years ccmtiived to spend in mere 
external shew, ncit only his own accumulations, but 
the hoards of others, was infected wit!) no other 
vice but this. He was a vain, but, in every other 
respect, a strictly honpurable man, kind, humane, 
generous to excess, passionately fond of horses, and 
determined not to be surpassed in the stateliness of 
his mansion* the splendour of his (able, and the ex* 
cellcncc of his stud. His legitimate cmolun>ents, 
as Registrar of the Supreme Court, were consider¬ 
able, but not adequate to a style of living that put 
to the blush the eetablishnmit of the Governor- 
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General. It is the first step which it is eo difficult 
to retrace. On one aide ct a giren line lay good 
fame, competence, domestic peace, inward aatiafac* 
tion;—on tlie other aide of it waa a tinsel, candle* 
light happiness, that would not bear a day*light 
inspection; hosts of acquaintaoces, whogrinnedwitU 
envy at his hollow magnificence, or watched with 
delight the progress of his ruin; a heart cankerc<I 
with care, and slumbers broken by^ftar. This line 
he had passed. As Registrar, be was the official 
administrator of the pitqxerty of intestates, and as 
intestate death is a most comiiKm aeddmt in India, 
large accumulations sometimes remained for years 
unchecked and unaccounted for in his hailds. Had 
the judges of the court called periodically for his 
accounts, as they were virtually bound to do, he 
might at this day have been, if not ridi, virtuous 
and happy. For a long succession of judges, tljis 
duty WAS neglected; at length, a chief justice 
arrived, who was dasded and astonished at the 
splendour of his hoqatality; enquiry*took place, 
and E******* was a dtsfaulter to an immense 
amount. He lived but (of opnion, and although 
it was a contemptible spedes of opinioo that he 
worsbij^ied, he could not exist without it, and a 
* sudden apoplexy terminated his carm. It is a sod 
story, but it contains volumes of admonition. 

VOL. I. D 
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It is true, your genuine Anglo>Indian has many 
prejudices, which have necmarily encrusted them* 
iieives over his understanding and feelings during a 
long commorancy in India. But, on the other hand, 
(mw many prejudices are there from which he is 
emancipated; prejudices which, had he remained 
in England, would have stuck to him for the wh<do 
of his natural life, and created around him that 
dense atmosphere, which chokes the moral and intel* 
lectual respiration, and condemns a man for ever to 
the disgrace and d^i^atioo of thinking with the 
multitude upon those subjects on which the multi* 
tude can hardly be said to think at all! Tlie rea¬ 
son of this is not inexplicaUe; it is simply because 
lie baa had the advantage of handling, or rather 
seeing, what the rest of the world only reads or talks 
about. Of all our corporeal senses, tlieeyes are the 
most faithful interpreters to the understanding; 
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and when he hears people uttering endless absur- 
4lities concerning India and Indian iostitutioniH 
with aa much ease and apparently as much at honu* 
as if the very objects were palpably before them; 
when he finds things taken for granted, and de- 
clairocd upon with seal and fuiyi which be kiKiw» 
to be nonexistent, or at best to be the mere bubhk*s 
of popular declam ation-*^e naturally enough shrugs 
his shoulders, and asks whether ^hey would talk 
such e^ccraMe nonsense, and give themselves so 
much trouble in laying down moral precepts and 
prescribing rules ond r^ulations for the ijihabitant» 
of a country so removed from the circle of their 
ex|>erience, if they had cast the most transient 
glanlSk upon that which they are in the habit of 
reviling, and seen in tlieir genuine fcHins the usages 
and practices which are reflected to them, in t1i(» 
most distorted shapes and the falsest colours, tlirougli 
so many tuedia of imperfect observation, of interested 
testimony, and of blundering seal. 

What are they making all this fuss about siit- 
tees for in England K said a sensible old Calcuttn 
civilian, as I was handing him some letters of recom¬ 
mendation which I had brought out addressHl tf> 
him by my friends in this country. Upon the very 
threshold of my Indian noviciate, to be authori- 
tativ'dy given to understand, by a perstm of long 
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experience, of great learning, and of a protracted 
residence id India—one, whom my aunts, cousins, 
and uncles bad extolkd to the skies, and urged roe 
to cultivate by eveiy means io my power, and to 
make him, in short, my guide, philosopher, and 
friend,^—to recave so much as a hint from a per. 
son for whom, during iny voyage, I bad hoarded 
up so much veneration and respc I as to give him 
credit for lieing an oracle of wisdom, and to prepare 
myself to treasure up the most casual remark that 
should fall from his lips, as a response of Pythian 
prudence—to hear from such an authority, that a 
single word was to lie said in behalf of the self* 
immolation of widows, which I bad haliitually 
abliorrcd as the foulest of the deformed family of 
Hindu superstitions—I, too, who had so lately been 
numbering gronn for groan with the most sensible 
of my maiden aunts, while she bewailed, over her 
nightly needle.work^hat hideous rite of idolatry— 
to be (old that (he inv^tives against it, to which in 
a manner 1 had been trained and educated, might 
possibly be, after all, only nonsense, or worse than 
nonsense-^141 rew me, I confess, into a fit of per¬ 
plexity, from which I did not soon recover. My kind 
patron, who had by no means been unobservant of 
what was passing in my mind, took afterwards an 
early op{x>rtuiiity of devdoprog what be had only 
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hinted, and of detiiliog his rndments on what he 
called, sarcafticall;, the home-legation^ of Indio, 
and on the folly as well as danger of making, upon 
slight or inadequate grounds, the nodons and usages 
of large portions of mankind, and those dvili/ed 
portions too, the subjects of such indiscriminate and 
unsparing vituperation. I must protest, however, 
against being understood to identify my own feel¬ 
ings or opinions Vith those of my Anglo-Indian 
friend, when I give the substance, or something like 
the substance, of what he saidmy purpose being 
merely, in acccwdance with the plan on which I firnt 
aei out, that of shewing in what manner, and in 
what degree, mind and its opinions are modified by 
ft rcmdence of considerable duration in' India. 

** So long,'* he said, ^ aa we are ratha* clamoured 
than philosophized into the greater part of our 
opiniOTs, it will be almost a matter of peril to utter 
ft word in behalf oi many thy|[s, which, however 
cried down in the gron, may neverthdess be siis* 
ceptible of excuse. It is enough that they pre in 
the indes expufyaianui of those who profess tin* 
morality of the day, which is, you wdl know, by 
no means defident in verbal fwetensions to u 
pure and refined benevolence, and is for the most 
part careful in selecting those subjects wluch make 
no further demand upon its commiseration; and so 
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prevalent is this cheap and economizing virtue, that 
no one, unless be is a candidate for the downright 
abhorrence of half the decent, respectable, wcU- 
<lresacd persons he meets with in society, would 
venture so much as to whisper or breathe an apology 
for them. Candid reasonen, indeed, may admit 
that there is a wide distinction between excuse, 
which is merely rcladvc, and def nee, which proceeds 
siimc uti^uolified and absolute principle. 
But where are you to look for candid rcasoners ? 
Upon tlic subject of the religious customs of India, 
there arc a hundred second-hand dccloimers to one 
original thinker. It might, indeed, be expected, in 
iw Age which is proud of its philosophy and its cx* 
cniption from vulgar prejudice, that understandings 
capable of liberal and extended views of our com¬ 
mon nature, an<l familiar from the nature of their 
habitual inquiries with that copious chapter of its 
errors and obliquities implied in the word ^super¬ 
stition,' would be aware how many palliations, not 
merely the spirit of philosophy but of common charity, 
might suggest for religious practices, however alien 
from our hist feelings, and however discordant with 
the tone and genius of Christianity, which I allow, 
and indeed feel, to be the rndy pecfect wisdom that 
has yet beamed upon mankind. 

** It has always struck me as very remarkable, 



EKGttsH socisrr ik ivoia. 6ft 

ttiat the most heated enthuoasts who condemn Uiose 
practices^ and in particular that of the suttee,—all 
tlieir knowledge of which is mere betfiay,—disavow 
tlie expediaicy or the right of interfering with the 
rcligicm of India. But the same cooustent people, 
whilst they avow ther t<deraoce towards the whole 
system of Hindu theology in the gross, yet in their 
talk about its specific rites and ceremonials, which, 
though far from being the essence, jn fact constitute 
the greater part, of all the subsisting theologies of 
mankind—when they talk, I say, of specific rites 
and ccrc'Dionials, although part and parcel of the 
inveterate religion of Hindustan, and entwined with 
it by a coeval root and simultaneous growtli, the 
very next moment forget the forbearance they still 
think it politic to profess, and f^el no delicacy even 
ill calling tor restrictive measures, to suppress them 
as nuisances and abominadona Such is the marked 
inconsistency of their mode of speaking of the 
Hindu religion generally, trith their seal for tin* 
compulsory repeal of its vital and not unessential 
parts. 

H^pily, however, it is only a verbal zin!; 
for words are the coin in which our modem 
philanthropy pays its debts. Verbal denundationM 
reduced to action would be fatally ominous to the 
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repose of India, and the stability of our Indian 
empire; for they would erince a total departure 
from every maxim of justice, pcdicy, and reason, on 
which it has been hitherto administered. I was 
strangely amused,^ be continued, with a sardonic 
expression in his looks, ** in seeing, by one of the 
English papers in the packet you brought me, that 
a petition signed by one solidary gentleman bos 
been actually presented to PtiiliBmetit, for an im« 
mediate penal enactment against the practice of 
suttee. One individual actually lifting up his voice 
in the British senate for the abolition of one of the 
religious usages of a people, rmoved from the 
natural sphere of our legislation, not more by 
physical distance, than the stnmg discriminations 
which the wisdom of Providence has impressed on 
the various families of (he earththat usage, an 
integral part of an immense and venerable pile of 
opinions, or, if you wUl, error s , which, for a long 
cycle of years, boyoqd the reach of all rational 
chronology, has been wrought iirsepartbly into their 
moral identity I But as no practical result has 
yet happen^, or is likely to h^ipen, from the 
petiti<m, one cannot help smiling to observe how 
vast a field is open for the os'erflowings of this 
worthy creature's benevolence; how unrestrained 
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Im iiDaginatioQ may wnder unidit so many soothing 
dreams of human amdioratioD, with the whole chart 
uf Brahminical superstitions, all the 

Tfeatun reljfio potah ioadm mslonup 

of Hindustan, unfunded before him. What u 
glorious privilege is secured to him by the happy 
constitution of his country, that permits him to 
petition by lines of latitude and UjQgjtude all over 
the globe, and to display bis benevolatce on 
large a scale, without the sUghtest appeal to his 
pocket, or any expense beyond that of (he paper on 
which he writes his petition I Happily for India, 
however, it is a species of philanthropy as noisclesH 
Hnd inaudible os it is che^ and economical. Long 
may it * lie upon the table,' that limbo of unamended 
grievances and forgotten wrongs, and expire in (he 
gentle euthanasia of the utter oblivitm which, by this 
time, lias in all probability overwhelmed it, along 
will) many other pieces of cimgenial folly I 

** Yea, yoa« must allow me again to indulge a 
snule, ^•^here the sardonic expresatm of his features 
began again to display itself,—** whilst I figure to 
myttlf in fancy the enviable enthusiasm that muKt 
have glowed in the breast of this magnanimous 
lover ofhiskiiML For your English philanthrupyr 
he continued, swems on all occarions to be a mighty 
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traveller. It is a chant; that neither begins nor 
ends at home. Make tlie appeal to its compasMon at 
its own door, it is received with comparatiTe indif¬ 
ference. The hungry and wretched ))efore iU eyes 
make but a feeble impression on sympathies whic 
are not cultivated for home consumption: those sym- 
jiathies, which journey with unwearied steps over 
distant climes, to siutch the Hind’t widow from the 
blissful illusion pf dying by the kuW ot her lord, and 
living with him for long cycles of ages in tlie bliss¬ 
ful nmnsions of Paradise; or to prevent imaginary 
multitudes from being crudted under the wheels nf 
Juggernaut, a martyrdom they are supposed to 
SLvk with the most vehement emulation* Whip me 
a score of such philanthrc^sts! Oh I that it were 
)) 08 sible by some moral gauge to measure the real 
depth of the benevolence that is for ever fermenting 
in the bosoms these sensitive individuals, and 
to ascertain the contemptible proportion between 
the few drops of pure and genuine milk of human 
kindness that you would find thete, and the exube¬ 
rant qtiantity of that weak, yeasty, counterfeit of 
it, which phases by its name. Depend on it, 
they scarcely wish in their hearts for the consum- 
matkm of their pious projects. Destroy the whole 
superstitions of India, and you would compel their 
philanthropy to shut up shop for want of a capital 
to trade with. 
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Voque tenet UdtfTBM m\ tochiymAUe cenit» 
would acarcely be an euggeratiou of the pain and 
diBappointment they would undergo* You could 
not do them a more unweloKne favour. They 
would Mgh in secret for the recall of the abdicatetl 
grievance, and feel an aching void at thrir hearts* 
ill the absence of the tliemea, on which they had 
lieen wont to be pathedc, with so scanty a wasti* 
of tears, and chtfitable with eo sn^l an expenditun* 
of money. Nor is this last considmttioo of little 
weight with your rhetorical distributors of charity. 
The miser in MoUcre liked bonne chere avec peu 
(farffent; and the cruel rites of the Hindu religion 
afford matter for a long and benevolent s|ieech, 
whilst tlic same display of emtory at the London 
Tavern, in behalf of our suffmng poor, would entail 
the neces^ty of comiog down handsomely in a 
public subscription. Then what fine opportuDitii*s 
would be lost of attacking the Court of Directors, 
who are of course involved^ in all the guilt of the 
Hindu idolatries ;~a fact eo logically proved in a 
late debate at the India House, when it appeared as 
clear as day, that they were lending their coun*' 
tenance and support to the obscene worship ,of 
Juggernaut,' because they laid a tax upon its 
edebratioD, almost amounting to the prohibition 
of ifi 
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** To speak gravely. 'Even allowing tlie aeal 
which dictates our interference to be the most 
pure and exalted of its kind, let us not forget* 
that political wisdom demands an obeisance to 
times and scasonA The discussion of the subject 
is dangerous. The natives, contemplating the 
matter through optics peculiar to themselves, and 
sensitively shrinking from the nufditated invasion 
of their religious customs, ^vUl not probably 
distinguisli between the mere proposition of a 
measure, and Hs actual adoption. They are too 
imperfectly schooled in our political constitution, 
and have been nurtured to maxims of go\'emment 
too dissonant from the genius and frame of ours, 
to discriminate an act done pennissively under the 
state, from the solemn gnd authentic act of the 
Ktute itself, 'rhat which is permitted, they will 
erroneously, but with their habits of thinking, or 
rather of feeling* naturally infer to be sanctioned. 
I do not complain of slow attempts at abolishing 
M» sad and melancholy a rite. I^t the suttee bi* 
prohibited, as it now is, within certain distances of 
the presidenrfes. Beyond this, 1 question whether 
at present it would be wise to push our interference. 
Mild remedies have been fwmd to succeed wit]) 
fanaticisms much more detestable than this. What 
a world of wisdom did the old senate of Rome 
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bequeath to the km^tMimt of the offidous 
philanthropy of the present day, in thdr memorable 
decree against the most execrable ceremony whicli 
ever assumed the character or dishemoured the 
name of religion ! * Si quia tale sacrum solenne 
et necessarium duceret) nec dne relligione et piaculo 
se id omittere/ be. be. be. The whole may be 
seen in Livy, and it is one of the best lessons of 
tolerance that subsists in history.** 

My Angk^Indianfrinid contioued nearly in the 
following words; ** I have before expressed my ab¬ 
horrence of this practice. As a Christian niaoi I fed 
for all the sorrows of humanity» superinduced by 
custom or religion upon the neceasaiy and ine* 
vitable ills which we luherit at our birth. Yet 
I do not like the diangenuoui spirit> in which it 
liaa been loaded with unjust exaggerations and 
clothed in horrors not its own. For this purpose^ 
the victim is usually exhibited, by the wholesale 
dealers in rhetorical misery* as cut off uniformly 
in the flower of her youth (I suppose the inhu¬ 
manity varies in intensity, as the premiuAi of an 
insurance^ce, according to the increased years of 
the sufferer), dragged like Iphigenia with tottering 
steps to her death-bridal, with those lingering^ 
after life so natural to its vernal season, and 
closing her eyes upon the light of hiiiven and 
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the cheerful scenes of daj, with pongs which the 
greatest master of pathos could alone describe: 

* r«» ' I#, 

Atii fi fifyHf m<«’i 

Ert^f #<«w> 

K«i 0txir^ft0, 

Xmt^i pdn* * 

Butf I)cbVvomCf these aro sufferings towliich the 
Hindu widow ii impaasiv . The choia* of death 
(for the martyrdom is by no means compulsoryi 
as many zealous but ill informed writers have 
Asserted) is one of the purest volition. So for from 
its being forced upon Iier by the peremptoiy order 
of her religion, one of the most authoritative of 
tiio sacred texts declares, that ‘a wife, whether she 
ascends the funeral pile of her husband or survives 
for his benefit (that is, lives the remainder of 
her days in performing certain cx|riatorv ceremonies 
in liis bchaif), is still a faithful widow/ It has been 
luy fortune to have beto, oa one or two occasionsi 
the spectator of this afflicting cereomny, and I can 
myself bear totimony against the vulgar ossc^rtion, 
that the widows on either of these occasions had been 
overpowered, either by the entreaties of relatives or 
the persuasioo of the Brahmins, into the execution 
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of her resolve. On the contrarjr, the strongest 
remoQstraDces of her fnends were aided by those 
of the Brahmins, to call her back to life and its 
duties. The truth is, the sort of existence,--life 
it can be scarcely called,—to which, as a surviving 
widow, slie knows herself to be destined, has nothing 
in it Co render death, in its most appaUing form, an 
image of terror. It is this fearful p6r8])ective, which 
makes her futuit existence appei^ to htff eyes a 
long, wearisome, and distasteful smes of melancholy 
duties. This, added to the honourable distinction 
attached to the martyrdom, operates upon a feeble 
and enslaved understanding with a strength, that 
overpowers the instinctive love of life which 
nature has infused into evay bosom, and she 
<Uc8 amidst the most beatific visions of liaving 
redeemed her deceased lord from a thousand yearf» 
of penance, and dwelling with him in the seats uf 
the blessed, till both are absorbed into the bound* 
less infinity of nature. A^id these visions, she 
knows no taste of death, or even of suffering. Is 
it wise, therefore, is it genuine humanity, to be 
making these incessant appeals to*the morbid 
sensibilities of those, who are remote from the spot, 
and**untinctured with the slightest knowledge of 
Hindu institutibns or Hindu society, and therefore 
have no opportunity of correcting, by actual ob» 
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servation, the errors into which orerheated and 
exaggerated represeotations of an irremediable evil 
must of necemty mislead them ? In your future 
speculations upon the people aimmgst vthom you 
are now thrown* you will* I trust* avoid the 
mistake of consideiing the suttee the worst of 
religious usages* or as me that calls for the 
impertinent gossiping interference of thosts who 
talk so much nopsense ab(« 'i it at home.'' 

Years have intervened since my kind friend anil 
patron addressed this discourse to me. It has been 
my good fortune to revive my acquaintance with 
him in London, and I have lately listened with still 
ntorc pleasure to his opinions as to what he colls 
New India,^ in other words, the cmiinous changes 
that have happene<l there since his time. I read 
in the Bengal papers**' he observed* the other duy^ 
of strange doings there. Things are called by 
new tiames.*' I had already* from previous hints 
which had fallen from hlin»begtui to conjecture the 
nature of the forebodings that had thrown so dark a 
cloud over his good-humoured brow* and vhat were 
the innovations that had grown up rince my friend^s 
departure from India. His prejudices m this 
subject were inveterate, and lay near his heart. 

Our former relations to the natives of India are 
wholly subverted** he observed. Only consider* 
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now, what a vaat chioge, moral and political, is im* 
plied in the new £tfhioaAUe slang of the Bengal 
newspapers—^ native genilemeD ! * Observe here 
(reading a paragrt]^ from a Bengal Join Bull of 
a recent date): * Last Thursday, a grand ball and 
supper were given by ■■ ■» at his house in 

Chowringhee, at wbic ha numsous, eluant, and 


brilliant assemblage of rank, beauty, and fashion, 
were present Amumber of naHve^ffentlemen were 
present, who appeared to be highly delighted with 
a scene, which to them mutt have been new and 


striking.^ 


I could Karcely repress a stare of astonishment 
at this almost microscopic prejudice of an Anglo- 
Indian of the old school; but I begged him to be 


more explicit, when, after a few hal&muttercd and 
half^supprcssed imprecatioos against the march of 
intellect, which, without circumlocution, he recom¬ 


mended to the devili calling it the march of folly 


and madness, he proceeded in his tirade against what 
I thought to be quite an ionoceht, though perhaps 
an unmeiming, derignatioo. • 

** It is noty^ said he, ** that I am in the least 


wanting in all due and seasonable feelings of respect 
for the virtues and amiable qualities of our Hindu 
frilow-subjects. Far from it; I have systematically 
and on all occasions emrdemned every one of those 
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senseless and impertineoi molestations of thdr opi¬ 
nions and usages, which have of late been so preva^ 
lent, and have reprobated without mercy the pre> 
mature and i^dcal efforts, from certain quarters, 
to engraft upon tbeir*s a system of theology, to 
which only in the fulness of time, and in the season 
of Goffs high will, they will become reconciled; 
for they who liave most plagued and pestered them 
with their restless experiint its of •conversion, have 
first in the regular process of their argument, and 
in order to prepare an adequate basis for their pro¬ 
ject, blackened them, aAer the fashion of the Wards 
and the Careys, with every pollution of which our 
nature is susceptible, and attributed to them every 
vice and atrocity, 
heads in sorrow and shame for our speciesand 
this for the benevolent object of making them little 
better thau numioal Christians. It is roy rooted 
opinion, I say, that in all our intercoiuwwith this 
highly interesting order of mankind, the harsh re* 
lations of conquerors and conquered, the strong 
and the feeble, iliould be banished, and free, mild, 
and forgiving communications, in tbe spirit of gen¬ 
tleness and affoctiou, subsist betwuU us. But let 
us not forget, sir, that there are lines of expediency 
which circumscribe all the virtues; which place 
limitations ev€t upon the too eager pursuit of right 


that makes us hang down our 
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principleB. Let us push tfiese principles of social 
duty towards the Hindus as for os possible; they 
should nevertheless stop short of that complete 
identity and assimilation of national character^ 
which is amongst the most depUmble of modem 
affectatbns. Native gentlemen) indeed! Invited, too, 
to our evening parties, to teach them to laugh at 
our fcdlies, to be spectators of our intemperance, to 
witness our convhrial noise and in^ity, and, how. 
ever they may for a while suppren or disguise their 
contempt, to shrug up their riioulders when they 
get home, in disgust and pity at the degtmerato 
successors of the CliveH, the Cbmwallis'a, and the 
Hastings's, of those who lakl the first foundations 
of our vast dominimis in India. On the other hand, 
they are governed hy maxims of much less equivc^ 
cal wisdom. Every European eye is religiously 
excluded from their domestic privacies, and their 
social festivities, save on the formal and unmean¬ 
ing occasions of a nautch, ^which is alti>getl>er a 
public out-of-door thing, and does not afibrd the 
English observer the diig^test glimpse of the Hindu 
life or character, which, to this day, in spite of all 
the nonsense that is written and will continue to be 
written about them, is , still a sealed mystery to 
Englishmen. 

Let ^ the native gentlemen,' in God's name,*' 
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continued mj friend, when tb^ do onne into 
contact with ua» see uur character in its more 
dignified podtuai; in its official and civil aspects; 
administering equal and indifferent law to rich and 
poor; framing wise and humane provisions for their 
protection, dispensing beneficent and healing mea* 
sures to mitigate their indigence, and to diffuse over 
the wasted country, which the mysterious ordinances 
of Heaven have subjected to ou/ dofnination, the 
wholesome encouragements of its industry, and the 
seeds of its public and social happiness. It is thus 
they are to be taught to revere and admire us. But 
as to calling them native gentlemen (he said this 
with a sneer of bitter irony), exposing yourselves 
to tlidr gaae and their criticism in that attitude, 
which in their eyes is the most contemptible one in 
which you can be seen—especially in that most 
senseless occupation of jumping up and down in a 
lieated room, beneath a climate which overpowers 
you even in the most q^iiescent postures, and which 
you can hardly endure whilst repodng on your 
couch—be convinced, that these intercourses, now 
so frequent in Calcutta, will lower you most egre- 
giously in thar estimatioi). Do you know, that 
they esteem this amusement of ours as one of the 
worst deformities of our social system ? Dancing, 
in thrir ojmion, is a degradation, and not the better 
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for being gvcduoUiydegrAdfttioD. They tliink that 
it is a most sensdess and idle pastime-^and the 
more disgraoeful« as it is by their custoou exclu* 
sively confined to the mercenary minivers of plau 
sure, the most despised raee of outcasts that are to 
t>e found in Hindustan God knows where these 
innovations will stop. Not, I suppose, till we have 
lost the country alt<^ether. For, in Imaking down 
the diaciiminatioDs, which lately kept the 
native community at a certain distance from us, not 
too great to generate awe, but just wide enough to 
preserve respect, be assured, we part with no small 
portion of our ascendancy. You may think this 
an insigiuiicant circumstance; but nariowil supe* 
riorities often reside in matters apparently trifling, 
as the strength of Sampemi lay in his hair. No 
man can be a hero to bis valet de ohambre. You 
understand me.^ 

Although strongly inclined to dissent from this 
most unaccountable of Anglp-Indian prejudices, I 
saw it was of no use tointemipt his invective, which 
flowed, I well knew, from bis siDcere and rooted 
convietkm, that India bad been turDe<hquite topsy^ 
turvy since he left it The [dirase ^ native gentle^ 
men,^ I perceived, stuck in his throat nearly to 
suffocation, and he dwelt with renewed anphasis on 
its ludicrous inappropriateness. ^ When we talk 
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of ail Eoglish gmtleman^^ he remarked, we know 
wliat we are Baying. A definite set of ideas rise up 
by a necaiiary and instantaneous asaociation, to re* 
present the cmiplex being whom we designate by 
that term; but the words ‘ native gentlemen' 
are as much a solecism in language as an absurdity 
in logic. All the powers of abstraction that the 
intellect of man ever brought into exercise, would 
fail of ccmjuriqg up sucS i looifsttT with any »irt 
of accuracy to the imagination. Swift's obstrae* 
tion of a lord mayor, witliout his gold chain and 
fuJTol gown, 18 a joke to it 

Aye aye," he continued, I know what you 
arc going to reply.*' In fact, I had remained with 
my lips closed, and had not given him tlic slightest 
intimation of dissent, beymid certain wry faces that 
I was constnuned now and then to make, os a sort 
of protest against his dextrine. You are going 
to tell me, that many natives of the 4i|)ulent and 
respectable doimes are. persons of engaging manners, 
of liabitual mildness in convomtion, amiable, pleas, 
ing, and deferential in society; postponing them* 
selves to others; courteous even to elegance. Vet 
all this does not amount to the character with wliidi 
it is the fashion uf the dines to invest tliem. ^ Na* 
tive gentlanen/ forsooth i The Oriental qualities 
are wholly imnuBcible with those of the gentleman, 
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properiy bo ciUbc). They are necessarily tinged 
with a 0 eD«e of subordination) a feeling of snbser^ 
vieocy, between which) and stiff stately arrognna*, 
tliere is in the native character no intermediau* 
shade or %ottming*' I percrived that my friend 
waS) in the language of Hamlet) considering the 
matter aomewhat ** toocuriouily)*' and was glad tn 
put an end to the converBation, if that could bi' 
called conversatidh which was sustaineti by a ringlc 
prolocutor. 

My Anglo^Indian'B prejudice) though carried to 
n degree of absurd‘refinement, and involving dis* 
tinotions almost evanescent) is, however, by mi 
moans peculiar to liimaelf; fur it tinctures, and 
that not slightly, the feelings and judgments of the 
gix'ator part of Indians of that class and standing, 
with regard to many p<vteDtou8 phenomena now 
visible at our pnridencies, particularly at Calcutta, 
of which, in their days and to their vision, not the 
slightest speck was diBcernihle. No dotibt, our 
familiar intercourses with the natives may he car* 
ried much too far, and too dose an ihsjiection uf 
our iloniestic and social habits may cffritributc in a 
great measure to dissipate a certain halo, wliicli 
ought to encircle our character in their estinia* 
tion, and thus destroy the real superiority whicli 
we derive from a morality guarded by the sanctimiK 



of a purer religion, as well as the more ^lightened 
knowledge, which aru the great foundations of 
our Indian empire. The repulsive maxims of 
former days, indeed, kept us at too marked a dis¬ 
tance ; for among the various moral causes that 
have so long fettered and enfeebled our eifbrts to 
improve the condition of our Indian fellow-sub* 
jects, must l>e reckoned the stiffhess and pride of 
our demeanour towards as if we deemed 

them an inferior and degraded race. It were de- 
hirablc, were it possible, to preserve a due mean 
Iwtween these extremes; not, however, overlooking 
aitogetlier, as quite visionary, the apprdieniiions and 
soHcltude of our Anglo-Indian as to too indiscri¬ 
minate a commixture, from which ndther party 
would derive increased veneratkm for the other. 
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IV. 

Wis noticed in a former article the besetting pre¬ 
judices of your genuine Anglo-Indian^ respecting 
what he has taught'himself to believe are no less 
than portentous clianges in our rdations to the na¬ 
tive popuUti(Hi» Those prejudices may seem to 
accord most ungraciously with the spirit of liltera- 
lity which is abroad in our day; but many of them 
liave their migin in currecl notiems concerning the 
ilelicate and com plea threads of our eastern policy, 
which any violent or sudden movement may for ever 
snap asunder, as well as in those habitudes of Uiink- 
ing, which European resdents, till the new era 
dawned upon them, were wemt to cherish in every 
former period of the British govemm^t in India. 
For it is pretty obvious, that we have lately bc;ii 
solicitous to remove from the eyes of our native 
subjects every moaument o( the real subjection, in 
which, by the necessities of our own tenure, we 
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RFC compelled to hold them. The eubjcctkm it 
jictunl and sLibttantiaI-**tbe extraordiDaiy tolerance, 
stretched io far beyond the utmost limita of our 
ancient practice, nominal and ideal. Can to un>> 
natural an e<iuilibrium long remain f These are 
(jucstiont that are for ever obtruding themtelves on 
Uie rcflecciont of thoae who have been brought up 
ill the old school of our Orirntal policy. 

It may, therefore, ea^y imagined with how 
torturing an impatience our Anglo-Indian friend 
contemplates the unrestricted comments of the na¬ 
tive newf^iapers, upon matters heretofore considered, 
in that part of our dominiont, sacred firan the slight¬ 
est breath of animadversion—those papers, too, 
assuming and exercising to the utmost latitude the 
right of passing strictures upon the administration 
of the British governiMit, and of criticising the 
acts of its servants, with a severity of sarcasm and 
a Vehement invective, scarcely surpassed by the 
most liberal of our English journals, in their com¬ 
ments upon what ts going on at home. Conceive, 
then, the strange sensations to which the remarks 
of tile Ckundrika^ the jToumrofj/, and other native 
Journals, published without restraint and circu¬ 
lating all over India tinged as th^ necessarily 
must be with political specularions, of a character 
formerly deemed to be much below the tone and 
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tamperameot of Asiatic feeliog* must have awakened 
in the mind of my worthy friend, who for some 
time past has &U a morbid senfitiveoess on the 
subject of Indian innoratioii. 

Being an indeiatigahle reader of the Bengal 
newspapers, extracts from these extraordinary pul> 
lications are cemtinuaBy meeting his eye, and Uiey 
seem occasionally to conjure up tempests of thought 
within him. Some tllowanoe, ii^eed, ouglit to 
be made for the strength of his feelings, and tin* 
gloominess of his antidpatioDS, upon a subjei't 
which appears to give uneasiness to no cme eise: 
for he proceeded to India not many years aftiT our 
acejuisitioa of the Dewanny, and resided there nearly 
forty years; during that laige portion of human 
existence, filling in Buccessioo many high and ho< 
nourabic posts in the civil service, and thetefortr, 
with a pardonable complaccucy, deeming himself h 
kind of Nestor upcNi almost every tofsewf Eastern 
politics. Often, at the sam^ time chuckling with 
the pleasing recollections of hit early career, has 
he told me bow encouragingly Clive patted him cn 
tlie shoulder, wbat courteses he received from Mr. 
Hastings, and how hospitably he has been enter¬ 
tained at Mr.Barwdrs house, the first villa that wa^ 
as yet built at Garden-Reach. In short, he might 
be said to belong to aodest more then modem 

eS 
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India. Hia mind and all iti ideas had» of course^ 
l)een drilled in the discipline of those austerer times, 
when no such phrases existed in the Anglo-Indian 
vocabulary, as native or native news-^ 

papere: comUnations of sounds from which he al¬ 
ways started with perturbation and affright. 

And here I observe, that, in speaking of native 
newspapers, I must be understood to refer only to 
native printed pewspaper in their present form, 
and conducted on their pivsent strange and irre* 
sponsible maxims; for manuecript instruments of 
communication between different parts of Hindu¬ 
stan, tliough uniformly confined to tofdcs of men* 
local interest, such os the proceedings at assemblies 
of castes, marriage and funeral ceremonies, nautches, 
consecration of idols,—in one word, what we call in 
England by that expressive phrase 
—have certainly time out of mind existed in India. 
My readewB will then be enabled to judge of the 
alarm and horror of t^e Anglo-Indian, when every 
arrival brings him copious extracts from these* 
joumalfs in wliich whole columns are dev*oted to 
the discusrion of the plans, counsels, even the em¬ 
bryo resolves, of the dvil government, whilst the 
minutest subjects of dcnnestic history pertaining to 
the European residents undergo the alembic (some¬ 
times tolerably hot) of ntire, sarcasm, and decla- 



EKGLtail aOCIXTY IN INDIA. 77 

nation, and public and private transactions are ex¬ 
posed to (he test of a sharp and microscopic inves* 
tigation. 

I found him the other morning, at our clul^hmists 
in St. James's Street, sitting darkling and melancholy 
in the comer near the window, which he usually 
w'ctipics, and which by general courtesy has l)eou 
long conceded to him. From the direction in which 
his eyes were fixedly gnxing, a str^ger might have 
imagined that he was amusing himself with the 
ceaseless succession of glittering c(]uipages that wen* 
rolling along the street. No such thing. "J'Ik* 
Indian journals had arrived that very day, and they 
had awakened in his mind the same train of refiet** 
tions to which I have referred already. I told 
you/* said he, amnewhat more emphatically than 
usual, what your n^ivc newspapers would do, us 
soon as they touched up<»n some real and substan¬ 
tial grievance; and they have found one-with a ven¬ 
geance. The Chundrika ^ lighted upon the 
foulest and most ulcerous spot in the whole system 
of our dvil administration. The rogue has pene¬ 
trated into tlte abuses of the Supreme Court with a 
pmpicadty quite astonishing, considering how un¬ 
intelligible the forms and jargon of English law 
and lawyers must be to any native, however shrewd 
and intelligent, and dilated upon them with great 
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force and feeling. Yet*, powerful os it is, I am 
sorry to say, that his delineation fdU infinitely 
short of this enormous engine of oppression. Sir, 
it deals out sorrow and wretchedness, instead of law 
nr justice.’’ 

My friend was a great quoter of Milton, and, 
whilst he assured me that it was a trilninal that 
plundered widows, orphans, and children, without 
mercy, he ejac^^ed, as it to make his tirade the 
more impressire, that Tehenient declamation of the 
\ioQt on the abuses ^yf the Kennish church, 

Besj^ef wbit the ari/n wolf with privy paw 
Dailf tlevoors space, end oothisg wid. 

But that two. handed enaiM st the door 
Staoda ready to miu OM «id smiu no mort. 

For it does its work,*’ he continued, quite dean. 
It {neks its suitors to the booe. The law, whether 
Hindu, Mahommedan, or Englisli, as it is adroinis- 
tered in this court, is nothing better than the Upas 
tree; nay, it is mm baleful than the imagint'd one. 
Sir, I foresaw’’.^(niy friend, in common with other 
persons endued with a large and varied experience, 
took some csedit for predicting mischiefs long after 
they existed),I foresaw aU Uds from the first. 
Why, there never was a worse job than the charter, 
whid) first inflicted it upon Calcutta; and I was 
always grieved that IrOrd North, who in the main 
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was a wdUnteotioDed ixA upright tUteaniaii* 
should have coodesceoded to it. But it is no easy 
matter to wiihstaod the lure of patronage. In 1789* 
with a large majority of the mhibitaoUf native and 
£uixq)ean» I petittooed against it; although the 
evil that it worked then was comparatively smalh 
for the settlement did not sketch far beyond the 
Mahratta ditch, and its whole population was not 
a fourth of its present amount What do ymi 
tliink ? The satirical deg (holding out the para* 

graph to me) has actually inserted the death of u 

* 

|)ersan who had been a party to a suit in that court 
iu his weekly obituary. * Died last week, of a sue* 
cessful suit in the Supwme Court of JudicatniH*, 
Ham Chund Roy. After years of litigation, in the 
case of a disputed will^ he racoosrad, by a decree 
of the court, half a lac of rupees; and, after defray** 
ing the expenses of the lawyers, the residue, which 
amounted only to 100 rupees, was paid into hi> 
hands. He died ot grief.' 

** Them native pq>ers,'' my fri^. went on, 
may hereafter looaen some of the fundamental 
holdings our empire, if they have •cases of this 
enormity to work upon. Thank heaven, however, 
in every other respect, our rule is essentially a 
blessing, and at present they seem convinced of its 
beneficence. But to return to the Supreme Court, 
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here is another native jouma], in which the evil is 
delineated in colours still stronger, and with a com¬ 
ment still more pmnted. ^ The Supreme Court/ 
says the editor, ^ has been established upwards of 
fifty-six years. During that long period, it has dif¬ 
fused poverty and want over our large city, and the 
majority, even of those wIk) have succeeded in their 
suits, have been irretrievably ruined. That ruin 
results from the htsivy cost' incidsfit to the cause in 
every stage of its prugresh. Moreover, the moral 
mischief exceeds infinitely the c%*il of mere loss of 
property. Tlnise, who have once bcctnnc parties 
to a suit, find time for no other occupation. All 
the o|XTatioiia of industry stop, and the wealth al¬ 
ready acquired, instead of swelling by new aug¬ 
mentations, melts away, and leaves whole fannlies 
<leaolate and famidicd.' Ho ctmcludes his remarks 
-^(tltey leave stings behind them that ought to 
pierce much more than skin-deep all those who have 
any iiiHuence over tlie Uritidi pt^icy of India), with 
the most appalling illustration of them; and citing 
the case of one Daboo Noma Chum MuUik, who 
a’as considerad, be says, the first man in Calcutta 
for wealth and wiadooi.* It is shortly, said my 
friend, this: 

Baboo Naina, besides being an opulent mer- 
• AmU N.S. wM. i'li. p. 187. 
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vhant, was well acquaiDte(f with the practice of the 
Supreme Court, aD<i lived much io the society of 
the ))un<liu; and if any man was competent to a 
legal diapontion of hia property, it was Baboo 
Nama. He devised by will, with the exception of 
certain auma dedicated to the performance of cer¬ 
tain religioua acta, tiie whole of hia estate to hia 
eight eons two of whom he constituted his execu- 
tf^rs, to superintend those religioua acts And to sec 
that they were duly pa^fewmed* I'his will wan di>^ 
puted in Uie Supreme Court by dx of the brothers 
who 6lefl a hill against the two executors contend¬ 
ing that they had expended too much money on the 
ceremonies. At length, a decree was made, con* 
firming all the provisions of the will; and you will 
immediately jump iuto the natural inference, that 
all furtlier litigation would cease. Be not, ! be- 
seech you, so hasty. The suit id the Mulliks was 
delayed after this decree many years in the 
Master's office* They, who are acquiunted widi die 
machinery of that <^cc, must know that this officer 
is in fact the real judge in the cause; 'for it is on 
his dociaions mainly that the fate of the suitors 
hangs. If he is indolent or dilatory, every move- 
Dient of the cause is auapended; and it luq>pcns 
unluckily, that hb profits do not depend rm the 
speed of his pet^reas* After thedecre<^ the master 

E 3 
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had been Midcred to send in his report without de¬ 
lay. But the six Imthers, who disputed the sums 
laid out by the two ex€cut<m, excepted to his re¬ 
port, but, after a )ong examination of witnesses, the 
same master reported afpdnst the executors. The 
two filed their exceptions, whidi wore heard; the 
report was rejected, and tlie court ordered, that if 
proof could be given of the sums expended, they 
should be allowed. Thi disbursement of every 
rupee was actually proved befme the master, but 
he clipped the whole down to a trifling amount. 
Exceptuins were again made and heard, but the re¬ 
port was confirmed, dthough every pice of the 
sums disbursed had been proved pursuant to the 
directions of the court!!! Both parties appealed 
to England; but the documents and papers on one 
side did not arrive there. 

The native editor states some further proceed¬ 
ings which were had in the Supreme Court, and 
then ex])OBtfs die delay and expense ot the suit: 
facts that are worth volumes of declamation and 
invective against this abomiiiablc system of legal 
depredation.. This suit of the Mullika, he says, 
has been TWEKTY-THtEX rsAit in the court, and 
is not yet settled. The expenses cannot have 
been less than eighteen or nineteen lacs o( rupees 
(.£^, 000 ) !! 
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And now,^ said the Anglo-Indian 
earnestly at me), ** what think you is the conclud¬ 
ing comment of the editor upon this atmcio\u 
case?'* Here I obseired, that of course it won 
virulent and angry. Virulent and angry,*' said 
he: *^i8 that all? Could you expect any thing 
short of the utterance of the deepest indignation 
that can heave the bosom of man; the tempestuous 
agitations of the aoul under the acutest sense of in¬ 
sulted nature and violated right Certainly,'' 
I replied. It is a most aggravated case of legal 
injustice * ^ Why then," said my friend, unfor¬ 
tunately, all that he permits himself to say is con¬ 
tained in this question--^ what advantage is there 
in all this?'" ** Unfortunately !" I returned, “ 1 
am glad to observe so cool and measured an ani- 
madversioo Do not, I b e a ccch you," said he, 
judge so lightly from appearances. From the 
very coolness and temperance of the remonstrance, 
I draw a meet fearful omen. The heart is over- 

a 

loaded, thou|^ it vents not itself in idle bewailings; 
but the grievance rankles the deeper. Be aasiirc'd, 
that it is {diced to account; H forms an item in the* 
aggregate mass of suffaing, which, if the system is 
permitted to continue, may be too much even for 
the provertial eoduraoce of those qd whom we in- 
diet it 
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^ Whatever they may deem concerning our other 
iostitutions,^ continued my friend, here is this 
branch of them, the most importiintof «U, as it 
concents our lives, our property, and the whole of 
our civil and social existence, which is perpetually 
at work in grinding down the wealth or compc* 
tency of thoae who seek its relief; nominally 
erecteil for the dispensation of justice, but in 
reality tlispensing injustir. of the worst dcscri]>* 
don: for even* the rights which it pretends to 
establish become wirings, when the dccisiun is ol> 
tained at a cost so tremendous. Now, this is no 
ideal evil. They see around them the wivtclied 
incHiuinents of that injustice. They cannot walk 
along the streets widiout meeting the impovcriilied 
victims of the master's office. Is it weak or vi-> 
donary, then, to apprehend the natural transference 
of these feelings to the whole system of our ascciw 
dancy, how mildly and beueheeiiUy soever it has 
bet*n hitherto cxen*ised ? In vain will you tell 
them, that tlie odious judicature under which they 
have groaned so long, is an excrescence quite 
foreign from, tlie spirit, and at variance with tlie 
ends, of our administratioo. The quesdon will 
immediately prompt itself—why then is it sdll 
suffered to continue ? And how operose a bud- 
ness would it be to explain to tJiose who reason 
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from what th^ feel (a fi^c which it is aN^ayx 
difficult to refute)» that the court was erected by 
an autimrily superior to» and distinct frpn»« that 
which they have been accustoratd exclusively t<i 
recognise; that the Company (the only oi^an of 
sovereignty which exists in the cm temptation of 
the native) bare not the power ather to remove 
or modify the nuisance? A native reasoncr, I say, 
can hardly be expected to make these discrimina¬ 
tions, as to tlie origin of the grievance, or the 
causes of its duration. He feels the mischief; he 
has clearly demonstrated it; but he finds himself 
fast within the horns of aUilemma, from which he 
cannot extricate hiinself. ' Either the court is a part 
of the British govmimeDt of India, or not If 
extrinsic to it, why permit it to exist, to in))xivcrish 
and ruin us seeing that it stands in hideous con¬ 
trast to the general wisdom and equity of your 
government. If a part of that government, it is a 
deformity, wliich you yourselves ouglit to be 
ashamed of, or at least endeavour to rectify into a 
becoming harmony and proportion with the rest of 
your institutions: and, rely m it, it ta,the (Company 
that reaps all the disgrace of it.^ 

Although the prejudices of my excellent friend 
agUDst the Supreme Court were of long standing, 
and perli^ not a little strengthened by the una- 
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voidable jealousy of tbe avil service to ao esUblish- 
ment in which immense fortunes are made in a few 
years, and the nietnbm of which are embarkinft 
hoo^ewards with overflowiog pockets, long before 
the civilian has Iwcome so much as a senior mer¬ 
chant ; and although I began to be convince that 
he was carrying them to an undue extreme, when he 
could speak in Gommetklation of the old Mayor^s 
court, which it supersedeci; I could not forbear 
acquiescing in the general justice of Ins decla* 
motion. 

But as I thought he had diverged fixim tbe sulv 
ject of the natit>€ new9pcperSf 1 could not help 
reminding him of the point from wliich he had set 
out. 1 am not at all inomsisteot,’* said he. 
V Tl>e Supmne Court, and ita evils, f<xm an essen¬ 
tial part of my reasoning on that very subject; for 
it is quite obvious tbar nothing is to be appr^ 
liended from the animadveruons of these journals, 
although circulated from the snowy mountains to 
Cape Comorin, unless we find substantial pro- 
vender for their discontent It is probable also, 
that if the hisuxy of this suit, with all the com- 
tnentaries that indignation, or scorn, or compaMiou 
might suggest, had aji^wed in any of the English 
journals at Calcutta, dtber tbe Government, at the 
instance of tbe Supreme Court, or tbe Su{weme 
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Court by iu own autbonty^ which it is not over* 
Hcrupulous in examsing, would have visited the 
editor with marked displeasuir. But a similar iiw 
taference with a native jounuJ would cutue with 
the worst grace inMginable, and, in all probability, 
have the worst effect; and how absurd is it to prm 
hihit to an EngUdt journal what you are obliged to 
pennit to a native one I ** I could not refrain from 
observing, that fiMiunately, the Supreme Court did 
not extend over the native population beyond the 
Umiu of the Preddency. 

True,** said he,' ^ it is limited both for good 

and evil to the jurisdictim of Calcutta; but con* 

sider how large a portion of the wealth anil intelli* 

gence of B^gal that juriadictioo embraces; and 

even in respect of pi^nilaiion, it is equal to many 

European sovecdgntiea. Such, however, is the 

ubiquity of a pinted journal, that the grievance 

inflicted at Calcutta vibrates to Benares, in the ruin 

end destitution perhaps of some member of a large 

% 

family, or some partner of a mercantile concern, 
whose names are faimliar in every paK* of India 
The original discootent b thus propagated over 
Hindustan, and the oonfidence of a whole empin^ 
may be shaken in a goveroiDent by which they 
may, errooeoualy indeed, but not unnaturally, sup* 
pose the obnoxious system to be upheld mid che* 
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rished. Yet I perceive that, vitii regard to ex- 
{lense^ (he seemed half-pleased as he made tl)e 
obserration), " the Supreme Court iufticts its 
justice with the same impartial measure upon its 
European as on its native suitors.** 

Here he pointed out a report, in the Calcutta 
John Bull^ of the proceedings for a libels instituted 
by Dr. lirycc against the proprietors of a Bengal 
journal. Nothing could Kxvt come more o{)por- 
tunely to the confirmation of his prejudices on this 
subject (if they deserve to he called pnjudiccs), 
nothing more calculated to excite an additional 
quantity of his honest bile against the n)achinery 
of that tribunal. It was simply thj8:~an action 
bad 1)een brought by this gentleman (a clergyman) 
for damagv's as a compensation for the injury he 
bad sustained from that libel. He obtained a ver¬ 
dict of 800 rupees damages. Such, however, and 
so operose, were the proceetlings, such the pleas, 
the dtinurrers, the sul^uent taxation of costs by 
the'master, that the final decision of the court, 
whicli had awarded him those daniages, inflicted 
upon him, the successful plaintiif, an amount of 
costs considcrabiy outwrighing tlic cumpensation 
that had been awarded him. 

Here,*' said my friend, as he put the report 
into my hands: ^ cast your eyes over the opinions 
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of the judge*^ The very Hair of a kw^er» trained 
to the practice of Westoiinater Hail, would stand 
on end for the reft of hia natural life after Ite had 
read them. It is an inexplicable enigma what it 
was they intended to say, and no (Edipus can re¬ 
solve it What they naid borders on the extreme 
point of absurdity. It leems that one of the counsel 
was so forcibly struck with the incoherence and in¬ 
consistency of (ha Chief Justice, as to have thus 
expressed himself, in reply to one of his lordship's 
opinions: ** My lord, on the 16th November 18S9, 
your lordship said very diffeicnUy.'' To tliis the 
Chief Justice replied, 1 will not allow counsel to 
bring forward fnaii newspapers, or from Ids own 
notes, statements that differ from what is in the re¬ 
collection of the judge, and which do not ap]Kar in 
his notes.'' It is pretty clear, therefore, tliat on 
these terms be can never be convicted either of 
being inconsistent or absurd: for the incon¬ 
sistency and absurdity must appear frcHn his own 
notes! 

“ These enonnous expenses, it is smd, arose from 
a number of pleas pleaded by the defepdant. That 
is DO excuse, fur the court ought to have struck 
them off the record. Well: to these pleas there 
were demurrers. The questba of costs, however, 
was referred to the master, who thought the easiest 
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mode of M^viog the diificulty, was to transfer the 
items frcMD the defendanrs bill of costs to the plain* 
tiff V The reference itself vas irregular as well as 
oppreesif e; the question ought to hove be^ decided 
by the court. The costs of the reference, a thing 
never heard of after a nisi prius verdict, came out 
of the successful |4aintiff's pocket, and those costs 
amounted to 10,000 rupees, vheo the damages rfv 
covered were only 600* ^ H to dilate superfluously 
on this singular procedure, he, the victorious ]>1ain. 
tiff, the recompensed plaintiff, had to pay in sterling 
money ^688 more than the defeated unsuccessful 
defendant. Most insane wert thou, O Heverend 
Dr. llryce,** exclaimed the Anglo-Indian, not to 
have submitted in silence to the wounds inflicted on 
thy charact^. Thou mightest then have escaped 
the Master's office—that Serbonian bog, where so 
many suitors have sunk—that gulf of ru|)ees and 
gold mohurs, from which the unhappy litigant 
is day after day bandied to the court, and again 
from the court to tbe master's office, * dragging,^ 
if 1 may so profane the words of the poet, ^ at 
each remove, a lengthening chain * of expense and 
vexation.** 

He contsaued : ** Yes; 1 have for years watched 
this Supreme Court, from iu first cstablisliment in 
1781 to the day of my departure from India, and I 
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have traced the original sin Uiat baa entailed all thia 
world uf woe upon tboae who in an evil hour are in* 
duced to have reoome to it The charter by which 
it aat was unhappily so filmed, as to erect a judica¬ 
ture, especially on its equitable ade, which should 
be as precise a {ac-rioaile of English courts, with 
all their technical oMipIeaiUes, as poesible. Even 
then, the vices of the English Court of Chancery 
were of an adult gaowth, and they were transplanted 
in all their vigour and luxuriance to Calcutta. The 
table of costs was framed cm the principle and prac¬ 
tice of Westminster Hall^ but in a tenfold proper^ 
tion of expense. Hence bills, answers, exceptions, 
paper-bookS| tbe master's oiSce, the examiner's 
oifice, enormous fees to counsel, an almost indefinite 
licence of plunder to the attemies, and tbe vast 
i^warm of minor evils, which disturb the fountains 
of equity* This 1 consider the master^vice of tlie 
system—tbe introduction of tbe artifidal rules ot' 
English law, and of the numberless fictions of that 
law, with all its disgusting verbosity, and tbe whole 
mass of its abuses, which, with us, bai^ been the 
growth of ages, and are attributable, in a great 
measure, to the efforts made, fiocu time to time, Uf 
force into a reluctant amalgamatioo tbe usages and 
maxims of nide periods with the modes of tiiinking 
that beloog to owe improved ones. For what can 
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equal the absurdity d introducing that obsolete 
worro«eaten practice into a new judicature, intended 
for a people who had never before heard the barba* 
rouB gabble of pleas, demurrers, replications, re* 
joinders, and rebutters, and who required only that 
cheap and prompt justice, which does not convert, 
like the Supreme Court, its suitm into its victims. 
However, when it was once determined to send out 
Englisli law, English la^ <cm of course foliowotl 
with it: and tlic pure streams of justice have thus 
been converted into a putrid ditch, in which alii* 
gators of the roost voracious kind knot and 
engender.” 

Here I appealed to the candour of my Indian 
Mentor, and hoped to moderate the over-lieated 
tero|}enunent of bis strictures, by reminding him of 
the EngIL4i judges who ha<l, from time to time, 
adorned the Calcutta bench; but I found that I 
Iiad aguin touclwd the wrong chord. ** I am not 
disposed,” ho answered, to join in your panegyric 
(generally speaking) of the men who have been se* 
iected for juflgH in Iitdia. Now and then, indeed, 
but interrallOf men of great accomplishments, 

and strongly disposed to resist the abuses and di* 
tninish the expenses of the court, have appeared 
there. But the rest—*! allow of course large and 
liberal exceptions—the rest, who have they been P 



EKGUSK SOCIETY IN INDIA. 


93 


Men for the most part trained to the narrow tech¬ 
nicalities of the ipeciiil pleader^s desk» but prover¬ 
bially igiNNWt both of the Hindu and the Mahoin- 
meclan law^ which they were sent out to administer, 
and therefore obliged to lean on the mercenary dicta 
of the court pundits, through the medium of a lan¬ 
guage, in which, with the brilliant exception of Sir 
William Jones, th^ were all equally uninstructed. 
Speaking, howevef, generally, theyjiavc been legal 
monks, who had never peeped at mankind but 
through the murky windows of their chambers in tht* 
Temple; or, on the other hand, men of ind<dent, gen¬ 
tlemanly liabits, who took every thing very quietly, 
and thought the Supreme Court weot on very well, 
so long as they could enjoy the guttural music of 
their hookahs, or play their rubber for gold muhurs 
in die evening.^ 

I was unwilling to interrupt my worthy friend's 
diatribe, yet I thought that he overlooked some 
very disdnguisiked exeepdoos. ** No doubt,'* he 
replied, as if be saw what I was olqccting to, 

many of them were weH-iotendoned men, but 
either unwilling or unable to stem tKe torrent of 
its abuses, but in private life they were seldom gen¬ 
tlemen, and but little respected. 

Sir ^Vniiam Jones, indeed, Sir William Cham¬ 
bers, and, at a later period, Sir John Roy ds, wereper* 
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feet En^idi gentlemen, and uniTereallybdoved; and 
in the time of the former judge (Sir William Jones), 
the attomies and officers of the court were satisfied 
with a mm moderate tabk of fees than have since 
sprung up; but Sir William lamented with great 
feeling the enormous ei^pense incurred by the suitors, 
and its diminution was me of the amiable projects 
which were intercepted his untimely death. I 
lived with hint-<Mi terms oJ* frieiidihip. He was a 
good lawyer, but on a comprefa^sive scale; con* 
vefsant only with the subtleties of law os far as 
they were auxiliary to a correct administration of 
justice, but despising them when they were employed 
to delay or defeat it. He had educated himself to 
bis judicial duty by making himself familiar with 
the coiles of civiliEcd natiems, and especially with 
civil law, the great fountain of European jurispru* 
dence; imt was be unread in the sound constitu¬ 
tional law of his own country. He was, thmfore, 
enabled to ascend to those prixkciplet of natural 
justice, which are anterior to all municipal law, and 
are always the safest, interpmm when muuieipal 
law is siledt cf pei^ezed. It was through this 
course of study, that be had tau^t himself to dis- 
cm the true genius and spirit of the Hindu law, 
which, rightly interpreted, he considered to abound 
in maxims of the most enlightened equity. Under 
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thU convictioQy he oustered the Sanecrit, and tranr 
lated the laws Menu into bifl own tongue; a work 
of unupeakable advantage to India. 

Of loda! life, he was the ddigfat and the pride, 
though he had a few ridiculous eccentricities, which 
contributed someiimei to the good-natured amuse* 
ment of the settlement. Among these was hi^ 
ambition to be considertd a remarkably dne dan* 
cer; and he thought it not inoonristent with his 
judicial dignity to figure now and then at a ball; 
(m which occasions, . he never ftdled triling his 
partner, that in bis younger days he* had been a 
favourite pupil of Gallini^ who, at that time, wan 
esteemed the best teacher of that aocompiishmcnt in 
Europe. 

^^But with regard to^oiany other judges (for 
their suocesaon has been very rapid), the less,'^ mid 
my Angloindian; ** that is said of them the better. 
They are quite forgotten, and their memories are 
not wtMth reviving. You well know, however, how 
soon after the establishm^t of their court they ex¬ 
hibited those unseemly graspings after an extensiem 
of jurisdiction, whid) brought on so many conflicts 
with the government of Mr. Hastinga, and heaped 
upon the head of that eicdlent man and upright 
statesman so much unmerited obloquy and perse¬ 
cution. Those who followed were not much better 
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Their knowledge of law was chiefly confined to 
English books of practice, and the evils of pro¬ 
tracted delay and immense expense, under their 
hands, almost oroountcd, as it does at jH'esent, % a 
denial of justice. 

It is, however, only due to Uie name of Sir John 
Anstruther to say,—though he was by no means a 
great lawyer, * in the Wet < minster-Hall meaning of 
the phrase, ami was rude .md insolent in his bearing 
towards the bar and tlie attomies,—that he felt 
strongly the abuseaof the court, and did all he 
could to restrain them. He was, however, but ill 
seconded by his coadjutors. 

Sif John Royds, who sat on the bench with him, 
and was a complete gentlemn of the old sriiool, 
tiad some weakness of character, which made him 
slirink back even«fnHn a duty, when it was of an 
invidious nature, and his other colleague was the 
mere special pleader—the aucepi formuiarum can- 
for, who thought only of pleas, demurrers, and 
saving money: in this last respect, exhibiting a 
striking CMitrast to both the others, who were hos- 

4 

* nc cufmt epi|t«n of WMauwler Hall upon Sir John, 
ibews St ISMt is bow littte eftimstkm Us wat UeM b]r bit pro* 
fet^: 

Wb 7 it Antrathtr Nectttlly't brother? 

K ecet riCT bat ao Uv, bo aiort hat Aottnitber. 
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jntable gcDerout to an extrme. Anatruther 
became unpopular with the prafeaaoDy becauae he 
used to bear cauaea which were Dot worth the ex* 
penae of the Supreme Courts in a aort of private 
cutchery at bia own bouae; but they were chiefly 
petty matlm of litigation^ which^ if an attmiey 
had got bold of, would have ruined both partiea. 
Now, thm were moat acandaloua practices in the 
Mayer's Court, which I am old coou^ to remem* 
hcTf yet, upon the wbde, the suitors found sub* 
staotial justice* The bench coMsted of some very 
intelligent aud upright magistrates, and, not with* 
standing some suspicioDS were afloat as to thrir 
having been bribed in one or two cases involving a 
Urge amount of p r ope rt y, they were suspicions 
which fell only on one or two, and were, I am in- 
dined to bdkve, quite groundleas. The prao* 
titioners there were men of good cemunon whole* 
some sense: no great Uwyers, but for that reason 
not very adiuit in the quirks and quibbles of 
the prafesaioii.^ 

I muft again protest against tbe oondusion 
likdy to be drawn by scune of my read^ that, in 
detailing these cenvermtioos, I am identifying the 
o{nt4m» of this exodlent old gentleman with my 
«own. On tbe contrary, I think that his pictures 
are fiwquaitly overduuged, too moeh shadowed 

VOL. 1. r 
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with the derk Rmbitsdt hue, in which be hu ec* 
cuetomed htmadf to conteo^d^ that which is bad, 
to exbiUt with aufficient effect thoee streaks of 
good, which a more unprqudtced investigation 
would dkcover in every inititution devised for a 
beneficial purpose. He was in all probability deeply 
impr^ated with that exclusive corporaikm spirit, 
which in different proport'^ characterises the civil 
service of Xndia v for it ik nolerious that, from the 
first to the last, thelittleconramnity appended to the 
Supreme Court has been considefed an heterogene* 
Otis infusion into the EngUab society of the president 
cies. They never mixed cordially together. The 
sudden affluence of these legal adveoturm, and their 
immense emoluments, have never been subjects of 
very cmnplaeent contein|darioQ out of the profes- 
kmal ctr<de; scmI I have often heard my friend vent 
his disgust at the wivea and daughters of the law¬ 
yers, and amusing anecdotes of tim whede settle* 
ment beii^ mt together by the ears, when those 
amiable creatures advanced their fooBsh pretensiona 
to precedency* In d)oH, it was an anment grudge, 
and he Had imbibed it in all its bittemem; 
for during hb long rs w de o o c m India, as he tcid 
me, be had made it the rule of his life, ^ to ihuo 
all Calcutta lawyers and their wound,** with one* 
cxcepdan only. 
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I w« of coitm nxkmt to kDow who it wu that 
was honoured with auah a itaarration. It was 
bobtis Snith/ be said; the oelj barrister be ever 
. recollected there, who was at ooee a man of genius, 
literature, and law. As Ibr the rM, be oould not 
call to mind a angle indivtdtial of the htf, who 
liad so tmidi at oooimoa talent, unlem a eevtain 
degree and kind of talot must be preeumed fmn 
tl>e great fortanea 'they carried home with them. 
Allowing, however, the weight which these pr^u« 
dices must have had in hit eatimates, it would be 
irrational to deny the alamt entire want adapta* 
in the Suprcfne Court to the haUtaand usages 
of the native populatioa If it must remara, it is a 
luxury fitted only for the The technical 

cora|dication of its ^H'occdure; the dilatorineas of 
its adjudications on the equity side, that pait of 
its jurisdictioo to which questioiu of stupendous 
magnitude re^Mctii^ the dieporition of property 
are always re fe rre d ; the large sums extorted from 
the suitors in the ahape of fees to the pfioere, and 
costs to tha actanues, not to wit the extravagant 
remuneratioo of the counsel; are manifest evils, 
and would be hideous deferaalies in any system of 
judicature; but the evil becomes sggrwratcd ten« 
lold, and the defennicy still skhv heightened, in a 
judicature intended for a people who have been 
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taught only to vanente law when it is simple in its 
fonns and prompt in its dedrions. The policy of 
that institution is on other grounds more than 
doubtful. 

For surely the genius of confusion himself must 
have presided over the counsds of the statesmen, 
who projected the King^s Supreme Court of JudU 
cature for India. Two authorities co-existing and 
indi^ndent were thus ereriAl, as if those notable 
projeetors had made trial of their skill merely to 
frame a political prcddcm to perplex and astonidi. 
'D^ese two authorities, acting harmooiously toge¬ 
ther, proceeding in the same course towards the 
same beneficent end for which both were insti¬ 
tuted, would have been a problem stiU more pus- 
zling, by which reason would be set at nought and 
experience rendered ridiculous. Tlie world has 
not yet seen, the world will never sec, two elements 
so repugnant in their natures, asriniilated in their 
operations. Strife is the lew and ctmditton of their 
mutual existence; collision is their necessary and 
inherent tendency, their sure and ineritaUe lesult. 
Was it lolig before the tendency and the result b^ 
gan to display themselves? Every body acquainted 
with the history of British India, has heard of the 
enormous strides of jurisdiction made by Sir Elijah 
Imp^, and Ids passive and stupid coUeagues, in 
1188. 
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It VM but the other dajr (not to mentum innu* 
merable interveni&g iosUnoei) that the ling's court 
at Bombay made their very modeei attempt to bring 
all the late PeUbwiTi territoriee within the ring* 
fence of its juriadktion. The battle was ai fairly 
fought out, aa, with the evident odda in point of 
phyiical strength, it could be; but it was fought. 
The court dananded obedience to its writ; the go* 
vemment exacted obedience to its ^wer. The 
** two authorities were up«^ What diasentioiis 
arose between tbe court at Madras and the local 
government, in tlie time of Ixwd Powis, respecting 
the immuoity of the Nabob of Arcot from the 
King's process! Those Uckeringe have broken 
out in repeated subsequent fits. 

But one of tbe coUirions of the Supreme Court 
at Calcutta, though of a very recent date, has at¬ 
tracted littk attention; yet it was one only of those 
innuinerable cases in which that court have exer* 
cised their summum jw, so as to make it the 
•uoMia ift^wfia to the natives; and it inv^^ved a 
most indecent cemflfet with the ZiUali o^rt, a con* 
diet which, in r^gptet of principle, is a canilict with 
the government. 

Tbe house of and Co., io Calcutta, had 
advanced conaderable sums to a mercantile house 
cftaMished at Fumickafatd, in the Western provin* 
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ces, uDdor th« Mine of Mercer nd Co. Tbeeemen, 
by meuM of the ctpital with which they were tbue 
asiiftted) obtniicd m immeDK cre^t, end unda* the 
supermtendence of diffemC Diembers of their firni) 
set up diftJiict bnaches of it «t AUy^or and Cal- 
cuttA. Their Affairs went on weU tor sone time. 
As to their real eohdity) it wu a fact that lay 
snugly in Ae ccmusADce of those who had helped 
them to build up their aad*t. Such, however, was 
the general coo6denoe fvpised in them, Uutt num¬ 
bers (ff penons in the army, aa well as in the dril 
8er>'ice, and natives of all descriptions, had made 
them their bankers to a very large amount In the 
midst of this confidence, when no one, however sus> 
picious so much as dreamt of my thing injurious 
to their commeraol reputatkn, the partners retired 
to the Danish settieimt of Snampuce, and 
and Co., who held a hood and judgmant^eeurity 
against them, altered up that judgment in the Su¬ 
preme Court, and seised all their available property 
at Calcutts, under a writ eff execution. Things of 
this kind attract but little attentioii at Calcutta, 
where the^ are by no means unfrequent* 

But the icramUe up the country was yet to com¬ 
mence. Thither thowbre special baihffi were des* 
patched in all directions, to seise the property of 
the unfortunate firm iriierever it was to be found. 
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Notbiog mn excnd tWoonk«tMtiofiore?efybodyi 
when the aUfiDuig ivt^^eooe. oC the failure 
rived, with die stfU oore aWnung oewa that a sd* 
gle credits at CaleutUt by '^ue of a jbfi/aeuu, 
wai belpiog hinarif U> the whole of that frop^ty, 
which it wia thought* according to the moet obvU 
oua maairni of equity* ought to.be divided amongit 
the genenJ body of the nifferm. At Furruokabad, 
the principal mmbanta and toucan thioBged about 
the Mce of the judge ud magiitnte gf the di^ 
trict, imploring him to jdace the teal ctf hie court* 
by way of protectkai* oa the iactoriee* iodigo* and 
c^r property of the finn* Petkiona alleging the 
fact of thedebU, and the failuicof the p«tieft* were 
instantly given in* and orders were issued in conse¬ 
quence to place the seal of die oourt on the pny 
perty, the magietrata making at the eame tiine a 
report to govemment and to the Suddsr Dewaanee 
AdawieC of what bad been dene* and raquesUiig 
their direetkm 

The bailiff in the mean time was not idle. He 
proceeded to the factory* and by virtue of the 
writ in hii pocket* took poseesrion of all he could 
find. But the seisure was m the teeth of all the 
forms of die ZiUah court* No jeals bad beeo fixed 
—no security given for the revenue accruing from 
the demesne: a without which* according 
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to the R^uUtkm, no pomiwry right €»n he ac- 
quired. Then came the stni^^ie-^cuTiMm emlia 
bella —between the Judge and the baiHlT; the judge 
avowing that the |mpertj should not be toudied; 
the bailifF threatening him with aitaichmenti, and 


I know not what vengeance, from the court. See* 
ing the determination of the judge to be fixed, the 
bailiff betook himidf to other dietricta, the magie- 


trates of which were more f betsnt to the Supreme 
Court, and every where btit in Furruckabad the 
property fell into his hands. 

The utmost exeitioni were made to obtain from 
the Sudder Adawlet an ord^ directing the judge 
at Furruckabad to releaie aU that he had attached, 
amongst which were several indigo^boats bekmging 
to the firm. The Zillah court wu in consequence 
ordered to abandmi its proccae, and to give up 
every thing to M***^nd Co. of Calcutta, on the 
alleged ground of the natives having only sent in 
petitions, instead of filing regular suits, whidi the 
time (\i was Saturday, and no busioe« is traiUKted 
by the Zillah court on Sundays) would not permit. 
Thus, by n mere {riece of p^Mr, sealed the Su« 
preme Court, a vast amount of property, at the 
distance of eight hundred miles from Calcutta, 
upcHi whid), by the Regulations €4 the Company, 
the natives had a legal Men, and landed property 
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of considerable extent^, which, hy the exprete words 
of the tame BeguUtiona, do European could hold in 
any of the Company's di^cU» were tranaferred to 
the same bouae. The judge's oiRce teemed with 
remonstranoes, and the law be had sworn to admi* 
nister seemed to him so imperative in favour of the 
reinonstranUs and the general eu^ratioo began to 
diffuse itself so widely^ that he again proceeded to 
the factoriest and. having persraally ascertaiued 
that the sheriff's seal.had not been^ffixcd ooany 
part of the pro p er ty ^ he again fixed bis own. 

Again, orders were issued to the judge by the 
Sudder Adawlet, no doubt from an unwillingness 
to bring miUters into i vue with the Supreme Court, 
requiring him to Uke off his second attachment, 
and the ^emmerU aiUhorieed the magietrate to 
apply for a mitUary force from Cawnpore^ in order 
to put three mes^iuts, who by law could not own 
a foot of land, in posse mion of some of the largest 
estates in those provincea, in direct c^pootion to 
the Reguladoos, to which the native^ look for the 
secure enjoymaxt of their rights. What were the 
feelings of tboee poor pe^le whilst tl^se transac¬ 
tions were gCNOg on ? Certainly not auch as were 
likely to s^engtheo their allegiance, and confirm 
their omfidacc in the benevolsDce and equity of 
the Britisb govenumt The credit of British 

r S 
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mmbaaU through th4^ countty fau rcceiTed its 
(leatb-bloW| and the deepest curses on the Su¬ 
preme Court «re at this nmnent murmuring in 
every mouth and rankling in every bosom. Jus¬ 
tice is asleep,'' they exclaim, when natives appeal 
to her. Her eyes are always open when she is ad¬ 
dressed by £un^)eaDS.'* 

I have bef(« observed the iDe>*itaUe tendency 
to collision with the govf.^me^t inherent in the 
Supreme Coui^ The onl^ mode of avoiding that 
coUisbn is by concession on one side or the otba', 
or by mutual compromise. But are not these 
greater evils than the conflict ? In that cas^ wc 
all know tbe issue. Government must prevail; and 
if it has acted with a sound discreti<m, its measures 
will recdve the sanction of the b<MDe authorities. 
But a CMopromiae is a mutual dcrelicrion of duty; 
and one cmtcessioD only prepares the way for ancH 
tber, establishing a dangerous precedent) of which 
it will not be l<mg before the party, to whom it has 
been made, will take a sinister advantage. In the 
affair of the mercantile bouse at Calcutta, the go- 
verumeut bad obviously nothing to do. The Zillah 
judge had been sworn to execute tbe law of the 
Zillah Gourt^tbe judges of the Supreme Court to 
execute theirs; aod tbe eim of the interference 
was aggravated infinitely by calling in an armed 
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force to tbe aid of a dvil procen. What b tbe 
Gcmiequeoce i Id the Bnods of tbe wffmni the 
CoiDpaDj'e gmuumtwi bee ceoMd to be e prolcet- 
iDg end paternal govemmaxt. It k aaociated in 
(Mr feelingi with tyiwnj and unjoit as 
having taken paA with the wKa)g-doer» and bang 
an acceiaaiy after the bet in the depredation# com¬ 
mitted upon them hy European adventurer#. 

Thi# may be»«aiid \iodoubtedly i#» a dbtorted 
and exaggerated perception of the^grieraDce: but 
they are not likdy to take a oofrec t er eatBnate» 
whilst they are nnartiog under their kesea, and 
feci that they are reduced to poiury and despair 
by their coofideDoe in tbe good faith of Britirii 
merchant#. It is tbereftwe by far a wone case than 
that which ftimished my worthy friend with eo ex¬ 
uberant a tbeme of ioTcctive ; for here the deaedaU 
ing influence# of the Suimme CouA were not U* 
mited within it# assigned juriadictioity but extended 
to remote provincea, and note a number of their 

moat peaceful and industriou# inhafatefini#: for those 
who were thus made its victim# had never invoked 
its aid, and* perhi^ would never hav^ heard of it# 
existence,, but for this mdancholy visitation. 

A# to ibe expediency of pcmxittuig tbe dreula- 
tion of th^ native printed joumals, which appear to 
have i t iit c d up such ** supernatural soliciting# ^ 
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in the brdiet of our o)d Indian^ tb^ who meditate 
atteotiy€l]f the tenure of our Eaton doimnboey— 
a tenure wfakh, coocdered a the mere creation of 
power, U of and gossamery eontesture, but a$ 
it is seated in ojamoa and based in moral strength, 
mighty and ad<inanttDe,«^t ii a questioD that U 
not to be lightly examined, or hastily decided. 
Armed with cases like thea, they could not fail of 
being dangeroua Such typrotaons, withcFut the 
help of rhecorical artifice, must, in their most 
naked and tiinple statement, goad the fedings of 
man, to whatever dime he belongs, into something 
much beyond the mere impatience of our yoke. 
It is impossible to say what*maddening effects they 
might not produce, in the hyperbdical and pas* 
sionate language of ami^aint peculiar to Oriental 
countries. Besides, the <d an unrestricted 

press presents a most striking contrast to the spirit 
and genius of our Indian constitution. It is 
grudgingly, and on hard oonditions* only, ac* 
corded to our English subjects, to whom fteedom 

* If say PCS be dWposeC te doubt tak pfoposirion, 1st hia celt 
hit eye over the Medm iMroeU. stMl be will see tbe extnt te 
whkh the censor is every dsyesnying bis sbednkwi. nestve 
sometimes eepridoo^. sod evee ebmidly oMde. Pomeriy tbe 
secreury oT tbe fovemment eserrised tbat oftce. He hippsned 
to be e distint nUoo oT cbe iMe hord MclviUe. When tbe 
reports oC bit LorO^p's isipcsebmcat arrived in tbe 
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of ditcuslioa ii aliBoit la oeceMrjr as the food th^ 
sustains them; and no one can pretend lhat tho 
government to which the natives of India an iuIk 
jected, is the poticy of a fne state towards fnt 
dtiaena.' And what an obvious abturditj je would 
be, to pemut the nadves a lieenqe which you with¬ 
hold from Europeans! 

Yet I do not partkipate in dl the alanne of my 
friendi who has suffered himself, by a strange pro 
cess of bis understanding, to tuppoae that such a 
political and aocial ^stem as ours can remain for 
ever in the same position. In every colony, and 
our establishment in Hindustan partakes of the 
nature, though it is not designated by the Dime, of 
a colcmy, the manners and uaages of die colonised 
people will insensibly glide into scanetbing like an 
imitation ot tbose by whom they are colonised; 
and Tacitus tells us that it is the surest means by 
which a peojde can be retained unda^ dominion* 
The inflexibUity of Hindu customs in some degree 
weakens tbe force of the aphorism; lyit they are 
characteristipally a goedping nation, and, What is 
the news (W umni) agitates* their curiosity as 

newtpapcn, they wsa of coarse oofiad mte the Ua^ifM peptis, 
but were slJ stroek oos bf s itroks of the • e cf eie i y*e pea* 

• [ft k proper to rriiail here, that the CenMcibPp faM been, 
cmce tbk wm wrism, ihcUibed ec Mtdii^] 



■tttfidvely a* it did thal of the liedy and inquid- 
tive fi thmiani Cxercieed within modest limit** I 
do tKPt appr^end with him that the oative press 
will turn India topaey*turvey; with this solemn 
premociitkm* however* that we do not by our wan¬ 
ton and impertiiient interfer e n ce with their religious 
c e remonies, shocking as they may be to our moral 
or our religious opinions* 611 the columns of 
thmr journals with Tiodioadoi*'* which we have no 
right to pfovoCe* and prematurely call upon them 
to ttand on the defensive in support of usages which 
their law has consecrated* by needlessly bringing 
them into controversy or contempt* 




ENGU8H SOCIETY IN INDIA. 

V. 

Manvsbs are too Tolatile to endtira tbe chain of 
a defimticxL They are the wofU pohruUmtim 
imaginaUet and the unceaaiDg ratleMseta of their 

4 

attitudei) and the changeful hues in which they 
present themarives, would elude the efforts of the 
most patient InnDs*. 

If an exception to this sweepdng generality is to 
be found any^wherC) it is in India. The English 
society in that country ia, by tbe mere circum* 
stance of local distance, beyond tbe reach of the 
new affectations which flutter with ej^Mineral \ih 
around us; and fresh infuaioDs of folly from the 
parent-state are rarer, at least of tardier, occurrence, 
firom the length of time necessarily interposed 
tween each transmisaioa. For this reason, there 
must be a uderably luxuriant crop of peculiarities 
that are ot home-growth exclusively—incident to 
the climatey*«to tbe indulgences requisite to saften 
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iu rigotirt»^o tbe node of pamng ftwij the Id* 
sure hourii which iw lodk^ more than in any place 
in the world, are apt to deaden the ffwinge of exiet^ 
ence, ualm they are kept in play by a cooetant 
eucceciion of amueeiiieDU;--to the lingular poeHton 
in which we are placed towordi the oatirei;—to 
the gradatioDi of rank and office, which are there 
the most marked dietioctione betwixt man and man, 
that can exist in the social sys^rnK—to the strange 
and aomnaloui condition of our countrywomen, 
whoae tnflueoeee up<m Anglc^IndiaD manners act 
by laws almoet tbe inyerae to thoae which regulate 
them amongst ourselye§;^md to many other acet* 
dents less palpable or striking. These, however, 
are sufficient riments for a society mi tontim 
generis^tted^ that most genninate into habits 
strongly contrasted with our own, whilst they im¬ 
part a specific characta* to tbe coteries of Calcutta, 
Madras, and Bombay, which, thou^ not always 
an amusing study, may be a highly beneficial one 
to the observer of our common nature. He will at 
least be enabled to discern the peculiar force of local 
and inddeotal causea, in forming thoae striking 
tures so generally visiUc in small communities: as 
mountain •rivers, pent up in narrow currents, leave 
behind them tbe deep nvinsa and hoUows, which 
their stresen chanoeled during its progr e w. 
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Yet our fo pperie e of inaDW» chaDgefuI m thej 
Mre, do ftt length arrive amoogst our Anglo-Indian 
brediren, aa well aa the fiidiions of our eoati; and 
there is acarodj an arrival in which some whim of 
Htenture or adeiice, aome dogma that hat mo ita 
round loi^ enough to be ex|doded in England^ ia 
not unpacked, with aome reoeot freak of milliiiery, 
a hat of new ah^ and dimenaioiu, or tome equally 
abaurd eopriccio freeh fiom Regent Street or St» 
JameeV Aa the new faahkma of a gown or bonnet, 
however, when they readt a country town at a day'a 
diatance from the metropdia, are turn to be moat 
hideously tnveetied; in Kke manner our expcuted 
abaurditiea undergo rimilar exaggeiwtiona when 
they are adopted at our Indian presidencia. Henoe 
it is, that aiTectatioQ of every kind stands out them 
in Btnmg^ relief, and widi a more obrious diew of 
ita being extraneoua and superinduced. Its birth 
and progress were silent and unpercdved at home; 
it rai^t have arisen, pbcaiix«like, out oi the adiea 
of a superseded folly, preparing us in some sort for 
the appearance of the new one; but in, India it ar^ 
rives mature in growth, tras^anted from the na* 
tive soil whidi nurtured its seed and expanded its 
fibres, to a distant ooe unprepared for its reception* 
^ Manners thus violently engrafted upm wnteccdent 
manners, give an air of caricature to the social dr* 
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which h ii paiofu! to all but a pn^ccwd lati* 
riit to cont<ia|4ate> Secood^hand dothei are made 
eaiy by haviag bcea worn; but seecmd-haod^eo* 
tatiooa never *^t the wearer^ and render him gnv 
Usque and ridkuloui into the bargain. 

It ia inconceivable how atrongly these remarks 
would be illustrated to any one who, having wit« 
nessed the insect birth of a fuhksable whim, and 
its aioioat imniedUu extinction in England, should 
accompany it on its voyigt* u> India. Here its 
{dace would be filled up by its successor There, 
however, it would be eagerly patronised by those 
who would have do notion that it had died away, 
because its substitute had not arrived amongst 
them. The folly, or the whim, at the paradox, or 
the bad taste, whatever it might be, would be se¬ 
cure of a reign of as many months as it had of days 
at borne; for iashionahle absurdity knows no inter* 
r^um. In the meaQwhUe, it is evident that these 
are advenddous patches to the system of manners, 
whidi, beiog modified by circumitaDees purely 
local, must remain uncSianged, whilst the infiu* 
cwong causss are the same; and that Anglo-Indian 
iociety would pre mn t the most inteceadng materials 
finr ladrical or dramatic descriptioD, unroised with 
tboae at Eun^waa extractimi* But, cn the oClw 
hanif it is observable that the mimicry of home 
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Iblliet ii ip itadf a aiiD ingredieDt in that veiy 
system which is to be desc ri be d ^ Jbeuni 
in mores. It is this radinm to patitmise the cast- 
ofl' fashions of thii^Dg or conw ii og, thishaUtof 
puffing into mw Itle and moke the niahdight do^ 
trinea, whether of poiitiea» ethics, or metaphyaics, 
that hare gone out atnonget oumWea, that rendert 
the polite conrenatiooa'*' ot our presidencies in 
India so much more heary and intolmblei than 
those BO ludicrously depictured by Dean Swift. 
Without tbeee inocmgruities^ the axiety of Qu^hjfS 
would be more plemng, becauee it would be pMwe 
natural, presenting only upon its cheqtmd sur&ee 
the shadows of those humours or oddities that had 
grown ^Kintaoeously amongst them, and beneath 
which the old Indians of fenper days, the HolwelU, 
the Ormea, the Barwella, dw Calls, the Haetings, 
found repoa^ and comfint, and recraatioD. It is 
astonishing how little has been gained by the pye- 
bald mixture of old colonial habitudes with those 
that are let loose from the cuddy of an Indiaman 
with erery new importatkm of dandies. What 
Angltvlndian ot diat ancient date but would turn 
in his coffin, if he knew that the cdd standiag dish 
of riee and curry had been shouldered aiMe, to make 
rom tor iianguotte0 de voouttpoc sauce dh Jinan- 
eUret 
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In a coouDunity thus conadtutad^ it la plain that 
there will be a few priyil^ed by nokf which in 
India is evaiy*iiiiiigf who on all nibjecta take the 
lead, that ia, become ^regioua bores. Nerer shall 
we forget the prosy nonsense we were doomed to 
hear from one of these oracles ot mcond-hand wis* 
dotHf when the doctrine of craniology found ita way 
to India^^Dor the Golgotha of skulls that presented 
themselves turns to the s apient touch of his 
brawny fingers. As it is the c^iaracteristic of these 
diicoTeries to unfold themselves in a long thread of 
wordsy it was a natural error to conclude that the 
mastery he had acquired from an uninterrupted 
suflTerance of his talk, over a certain number of 
vague terms, multiplied by the unmeaning echoes 
of an equal allowanqs of synonimes, was a sure 
guarantee for his comprAefuiaa at the subject 
Giffi)rd, in the admirable aut^biogr^ihy prefixed 
to his translation of Juvenal, describes the village- 
schoolmaster from whom be received the first ele¬ 
ments of his instructkMi, as having a custom of fix¬ 
ing to every word in common use the perif^rasis 
by which it^ was explained in the dictionaiy; so 
ib$t bis victory was sure, fer his opponents could 
never discover his meaning. Thia was the secret 
of 0*~-*s eloquence. If a d^Hitant ventured to 
take the fidd, O like fneas, was sure to e^ 
cape in a cloud. 
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It is this tjrano; of bora thtt first strikes you 
on your initiation into Angkvlndian circles. The 
Re>iewi» that fundah so many short cuts to intelli- 
gencci purvey boAi diction and opinions to those 
whose station entitles them to talk. All equality 
of discourse is ^ectually r e pr e ss e d by the deference 
paid to rank, and the 6ofeofeAy becomes thus an 
unmitigated despotism, which bean down all reust*' 
ance. Nor is escape always pnatlesble. Your 
finished bore makes sure of a given number of 
listeners, for he looks than eadi in the ftce, and 
good*breeding will* not permit you to fly in the 
midst of what seems address ed personally to your* 
self. He makes sure of his victim by a fasdnation 
of stare like that attributed to the rattle-snake. In 
English society, dianged perpetually by new infu* 
sions, where privileges of this kind are neither aw* 
turned nor conceded, all this would be impracticw 
ble. But hi India, the society remains for the most 
part the same, year after year. It is recruited, in* 
deed, by new arrivals, but these consist only of the 
juniors in the service, who, by virtue crf'their recent 
standing, must be listeners; and sometimes the M 
bores drop off, but their neit hi rank succeed to the 
vacant horedoai, whidi, without the help of the le* 
gal fiction that keeps the BritiA throne cmstantly 
filled, is thus never in sbeysnee. The distant can* 
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tODinenU tre^ in tbit reflect, only miniature prett« 
dendeiu Society it fcraed of netriy the taiiK ele- 
mentt throughout the whole of Britith lDdia;-^tbe 
tmaller commuokiet reflectiog the tame 
though with varied proportiona. 

Amongit the modifying cautec that have given 
itt peculiar tonblince to Englitli todety in India, 
the etrongeft perfaapt it tmk. Unperceivcd in itt 
operation, andcaffectcdly diaclumed by those who 
are tenacioui of itt distincCiotit and thoee who are 
sulnnittive to iti influence, it it constantly at work. 
He who for the first time b introduced to it, parti* 
cularly if he hat had the advantage of a goieral 
entrie in EngUndi it aatonitbed at the formality 
and ttateliness it imparts to every circle. At bmne, 
rank may be respected, but it intjaret no awe. The 
entrance of a person of the higbest station would 
not instantly suspend tbe oonversadon o9 hush it 
into slence. Frequently, in the same Anglo«Indian 
party, you may observe an ascending series of men 
in station. Each receives his quota of defaence, 
accurately adJuMd by the amount oi his monthly 
income Uffim the lemale part ci tbe circle, it pro¬ 
duces an cflect like enchantment. A flirtation with 
a person ot inferior rank b ni^Mnded, at its most 
interesting crub, if a^civilim of higher rank fires 
acnss them. Tbe consequence of thb b, that a 
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gntt nuxaber q{ indiTiduah, capable of infuring 
vivacity into the coovemtioo) « thrown out. For 
thii rwion» at all large diniMr-iablee, you will per* 
cdve a cluster ^ young people grouped tugetho*, 
and doing penance far their low standing in the 
service^ by being excluded from all paitioipadon in 
what is going oo, except in earing and drinking, 
which In India is no unimpofUnt part (tf the busK 
ness of life. But the effect cf this iit that the con¬ 
versation consists of the most solemn inanities ima¬ 
ginable, the most ridiculoui ccnmon-phces, pro 
pounded with the air and gravity of new diseove* 
ries. The women might, indeed, reform all this, 
for every society is in their keeping, and will receive 
the impulse they give h. .They, however, have a 
)iu)re important business in band. They must render 
themadves agreeable to persoe who, according 
to his rank, has been appmnted to hand her to table, 
and to sit next her:—a matter which is arranged 
by the master of the bouse before the announce¬ 
ment of dinner. The scarcity of topics dso^ renders 
converse a painfril duty rather tbn a {bearing 
amusement In England, pubBc subfeS^ ere pm^ 
petually floating on die social sinfioe, su|^yii^ 
each day, mA hear, with n&edm^ new; 

«whercas, in India, the pubUe intdligeoce comes im 
la^ mnsses, and, having foreidied themescf die* 
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eourse lar 4 few inyt, u forgotten* The ladies 
snd gentlemen of India ate) therefore) soon left to 
thttr own Mources^and these aiW) criticisms upon 
each other's drecst mannerS) and figure) sometimes 
expressed with sn unpc4i|^ed strength ctf phrase) 
which would not be t<4erated in England* 

Much mi^t be said of the relative influence of 
the sex upon Anglo-Indian life—and, indeed) in 
what sketch qf life or nmnni^j's an they be passed 
over i They shed innumerable graces over our ex* 
istence every*where but in India. The fairy-land 
of love) the paradise of the youthful aflectionS) is 
not to be found io that country. The bosoms, 
which in our English admiration of the fairer 
mmety of the species, we revere as the sainted 
cells from which the unbdy paarions of gain or 
ambition are occluded) are open to do other inhn- 
bitaoU Women are educated for India as they 
would be to millinery or mantu^making) or any 
otlM female vocatkm. They axe stuffed with ac¬ 
quirements by means of every forciog process, sub¬ 
stituted by modem logmuity for the gradual deve- 
bpment of the mind and its faculties, which it 
wu the sob^ practice of our ancestors to pursue 
thiou^ a course of wholesome instruction) directed 
to a few important olgecti. Tbe giri destined to 
the Indian mart must run tbe gauntlet of at least 
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ft doven profetaort. Evary thing muni be learned 
at dte tame time. All exelnfi^ taatee, thou^ 
frequently the internal pmoiptingt of that ttrung 
predilection and nadv^^aptitude we call genius, are 
fmvsed down and duQi||unged. The same portion 
of time ii dedicated to purauiU often at vanano.^ 
witl) each others and tha remit is, certain frag- 
menu and scraps of all kinds of knowledge, a weak 
diluted tincture df acoonplishiDeot^ that address 
solely the eye and ear of their admirm] a bouquet 
of gaudy but fading flowreU, that tire aod disgust 
the sense. It is plain that this is a qiecies of edu* 
cation which makee no real progress: it is like su« 
tioniDg all the rdays for a long jodm^ at tlie first 
stage. 

Arrived in Im&i, the far pupl receives the last 
finish at the hands of the respectable matron, gene- 
raHy some distant relative, who undertakes the 
charge of establishing her in a suitable union. She 
is told whom she may eAxusrage, and whom she 
ifliat peremptorily reject Tba indea sxpmga^ 
tofiu 0 of die settlsoent is placed in her bands. 
She mutt lore according to the strict Utter of the 
red-book. Her affectioos fDQ^ uatf even in 
tbov^ stray beyond the ciril advice. If aha 
Js penniued to beam an iaduJgmt smile on a mi¬ 
litary man, it must be only within the OMunisseriat 

VOL. I. 
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HepvtOMBt. It often bappmi perh^, diat mar-^ 
riages in India, though the fesuUs of a paadve 
choice or Uiod neutrality of feeling, turn out well. 
But can the chancn be in fevour of wedded 
pineea with a companion thus educated,«-a mind 
conatnicted like a ahewy phvilion, oa whose p(v* 
tico and ferule tU the graces of architecture have 
been laviabed—within, cojld, craifortleu, and 
dark ? t « 

Such are one or two of the chief diatinctive 
characters of An^cvlndian society; and they have 
remaiae^ as to one portkm of it, imchanged, and 
little if at ali modified, fee many years. Yet, 
within that period, a change has come oyet an* 
other part of it, of dark and ominous import. 
Time waa, when t^ civil and military services, 
encouraged by th^^ame hopes end indulging the 
bame aapirations, bomeward-bound and pointing to 
tl^^day of return as the needle to the pole, and 
like the needle, trembling with that ddi^tful ex* 
pectation, were alike mbkd to realise the visions 
which auppmted them through atUfe of toil and 
exile* iiowf it is only one arrvice that such a hope 
can visit A dreary vista of deqiair lies before the 
oOkera of the C43mpBnyV army, unpieroed by 
ftia||^^ ray of future comfwt Will this pass 
away at a aummer's cloud, without warning those 
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to-whom India itod her dntiiuei are entrusted, 
that the dieconteot, at ^reacnt a dim and diminu^ 
tive speck, may hereafter blacken the whole h<y 
riaon? Great Britain, k is too true, having little or 
no elbow-room left, <^)eot to a parent burthened with 
a la^ family the most dkeouraging prospects of 
establishing his sons respectably in life. But a 
cadetship! It is a gift b^ would do well to bed- 
tate before he accepts It is the present of Circe 
to Ulysses, without the propitious g^es that sped 
him on his voyage—the 'meft bag—nothingness 
and vapour. Ensigns thrown back to cadets, 
starving on a hundred rupees a monthlieute¬ 
nants picking the dry bones of hdpclets expects* 
tion; and hoary-headed captains, who have ten 
years before them to chew the cud cf their bitter 
fanries ere tbe nest etep dawns upm their vision. 

Twenty years ago, a young ofBeer in the service 
of the Company occupied a certain space in the 
eyes of the comniunity at Urge. He was invited, 
to the best tables; be lifted up Us bead with a 
conscious equality in the best circles. It is no* 
longer so. The poor cadet or ensign, if be sum¬ 
mons sufficient courage to pay a morning visit to a 
dvilian, meets with a reception so dosdy skip to 
repulse, dmt be is never UUy to repeat the expe- 

o* 
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rimcnt« It it better, however, to disniu a topic 
.io paiofuL But in an analyaie of Anglo-Indian 
Mxsiety, in which the junior officers of the Com- 
]>any's service, not many years since, formed by no 
means the least interesting class, it could not have 
lieen altogether omitted. 

The peculiarioes of English society in India, 
present, it is true, many tempting subjects of cari¬ 
cature. But they are es8< utially undramstic. A 
genteel comedy, coniisting of Anglo-Indian dia- 
Ic^ue, would be hissed from the stage. There can 
])e no wit where the range of its excursions is so 
circumscribed ; and the constant recurrence of the 
same faces, or «early the same, in every party, 
stifles one of the strongest incentives to intellectual 
gladiatorship. It is the same thing, though on a 
smaller scale, at tlie cuddy4able. At the beginning 
of the voyage, perhaps for two or three days, the 
powers of each are taxed to the utmost, and lively 
things ore said and reciprocated. But, after a few 
rmtnds, the ammunition is expended. Identity of 
countenance, day after day, is a wet blanket not to 
wit only, to that humbler facetiousness which 
aipires merely to mirth. And nowhere is its dead* 
ening effect felt more than in the aofona of India. 
NeiUief Congreve nor Sheridan could construct, 
out of the fasiiiunable topics that float on the sur- 
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face of 00 Ao^o*lDdian conTmotim, any thing 
like the ti e r cc - a Dd-carte dialoguei of £ote forlu^re^ 
or the j^eAoo^ f»r ScandaL There ii no scarcity 
of Mrs. SuUeos and Mrs. CoDdours, Sir Benjamin 
Backbites, or SnecrwriU. Calcutta and Madras 
have tbdr ** scandalous collages,^ that confer 
diplomas to kill characters by wbcdmle; but 
Angl^Iodian titfl^tattle is defideot in that ** de¬ 
licacy of sarcasm, that mellowness ^ meer,^ which 
distinguishes our London scandal; and probai^ly 
for this reason : the ^rc, in so restricted a space, 
must be conversant not with classes, but indivi¬ 
duals; whereas by delineating the classy and then 
thrusting the individual into it, he shares the im¬ 
putation with a hundred others, and his own quota 
of it is trivia] and insignificant. It is the difference' 
between the Aristophanic comedy, where a sngit* 
person is ridiculed or one reputation mangled, and 
the comedy of Plautus or Molidre, where a oertain 
description of men is held up to laughter or >e- 
proach, and the individual merely dramatizes the 
class anMogst which he has been pla<^. Anglo- 
Indian societies, on the other hind, supplying no 
classes, the individual bimaetf must be laid upon 
the di meeting-table, and unqiaringly cut up by tlie 
opamtors. Hence it is that, instead of sarcasn?, 
every dialogue teems with defamation«^invar- 
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nidted abute which the good Uste of English 
scaodil would not endure. We recur^ tbmfore, 
to our foraer aphorisis* that the dialogue of an 
Indian coterie is essentially undramatic. 

The author of the EoMt^India Sketch Book 
has given us a spedmen or two of conversations, 
having all the appearance of fiv-similet, which 
aeem stroogly to iUostratet not c«ly the apho- 
riam, but the dxstjDCtit/n we have pointed out 
between the pdished satue, whidi ranges over 
varieties and classes, and the Uunt cudgeUpIay 
of Anglo-Indian scandal, which batters specific 
individuals. 

Lieutensot-Coloiiel and Mrs. Parke are toedi* 
tating a ball at an up<ountry station, and have 
determined to make ^ quite a general thing 
of it.’' 

** * Yes, on due reflection,’ said tbe Colond, ^ it 
will be adviaaUe to ask every*body. I may be 
amoved, Anne, nobody cm say how won. And 
at my time of lift, it is belter to be mi amicable 
terms with my officers; you undertUnd, Mrs. 
Parkc?~A word to tbe wise—humph I’ 

* It is a pity you did not come to that cooclu- 
sioQ sooner,’ said Mrs. Parke amiably; * for every 
officer of ours has sent a refusal, except Gtampue^ 
who gow anf'^herofoT a feed gratis.’ 
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I dooH much the bettor/ retuned 

Lieutenant* CoIdmI Pai^ auUdlj; ^my young 
men want a few coortMiartUl amoogit them, and 
rU see if I can't ha^ two or three of them in 
arreil before long. HI bare them out to e^uad- 
drill, and aee how theyll like homph!' 

Mra Parke turned awajj half in a pet with her 
modri for ah colooele, part, pr eec nt, and to ooate, 
and half angry at the defiance im^ed by the de- 
cftniny of all the oAcen of their own regiment, 
except Mr. Grampus, who, ai Mrs. Parke ele* 
gently cxjweseed it, went anywhere for a feed 
gratis. 

She looked over her notes, with all the haste the 
difficulty she found in decypbering any autogr^)h, 
that was tees then the magnitude of round hand, 
permitted. Mra Parke bad gxeat disadvantages to 
contend with: some said, ^ old Parke bad poked 
her up at a charity-school at Calcutta;some 
hinted that her d)Udbood bad bemi spmt under 
auspices much less unexcepdonable. Xhere were 
many aod diTers reports afloat; but one point of 
accordance existed amongst aU-^Urs. Parice was 
originally fio6odp, had bad maOD c r» ■ owt unfor* 
givabk awkwardness of eddr es s unusually plain 
pmon, foe.'* 

To illustrate etOl forthm the distiocdon we have 
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ventured^ in the sketch entitled ** a Tour of \u 
the visitor arrives in the midst of a morning* 
conversatioQi in which characters are dissected with 
the coaraest butchery. 

** * What upon earth placed that mao at the head 
of a force ? It is an enormity sufficient to afford 
matter of memorial to the Honourable Court. A 
frontier station on the Iwrders of a femign terri¬ 
tory is a door wewth kecj^ing locked with strong 
springs, and to put such u warder over it!—n ^nan 
who has neither head to direct, nor hand to 
execute.’ 

^ Nor buU-headedness enough to compensate 
for his deficiency in mental vigour. He ie oner- 
flexible to the touch of Ais native btUlerC said the 
Major. 

^Ah! if it were permitted^ I could a tale un¬ 
fold,^ of a man who, without common sense, truth, 
honour, or honesty, military skill, or—-military 
courage, solely irom his relationship to a man m 
office^ is kept in an important position, in which he 
can only injure the government he serves,' and ruin 
the officers who hare the misfortune to serve under 
him/ 

< You and the weather are getting warm, Mr. 
Mulgrave. Pull the punkah, you Bhoi,' said 
Mrs. Erskine, rather enjoying the bitterness of the 
young man* 



EXCLI8H MClfTT IN IXDIA. 1S9 

‘ DonH Stop hiiDi' said tbe major growling!;; 
* he speaki on]; the tnitb^ whicbi if not alwayK 
ftafe, is always worth haaring. Tbe secret refwrf. 
system is idx)miDable. • • • An ofBcvr 
tnanding a corp s may be supermded, even before he 
suspect the possibility it^^^^ely because thut 
wretek^ Colonel thinks from pereoual 

ptque» to deseril^ him as ineompetentf he himM^lf 
being no better a judge than 1 am bf indigo. The 
army wants pruning—and should be sent to 

the invalids forthwith.* 

* Oh) for a fra pras! * said Hulgrave; * that 
alune contains a cure for more than half the com¬ 
plaints of tbe body military.* 

The spirit and style of the military eonversu- 
tion we have quoted, mi^ surely make prudent ur 
thinking minds pause, when they ask themselves 
whether a free press would be so safe or efficient a 
remedy for military grievances as Lieutenant Mul- 
grave supposes? A newspaper, ,breathing t{ie 
spirit of these grumblings, would not ^ so much 
the safety-valve, through which the difamtenti aiul 
heart-bumiogs the community would evaporate, 
as the lion's mouth, into which each iadividiial 
would dn^ the hoarded spleen of his own malice 
and dlsafpcantment. If colonels and commandants 
were to he roughly bandied in the columns of u 
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public jcumal). ai they are at the bmk&at or 
tiffiD-ublet the settlement, it U pretty obvious 
that the ^ tone of society,'' to use the author's 
favourite phrase, would be very far from bring 
improved. But it is worth while to observe the 
K^ism, under which be shelters himself, when 
he contends for the right of unrestricted animad« 
veriioa upon official characters.^ The actions of 
public servants are public property, he says, and 
no man hcJds office exempt from this condition. 
The press, theref<m, the cugan of the public, has 
the right of stamping them with the brand of 
shame. What a world of exceptions and reserva- 
tions is excluded from riiis indexible generality— 
excepti<ms and mervadons sufficient of theoMlves 
to constitute the nik from which they are shut 
out I It assumes that there is iw other channel 
through which a complaint against official men can 
be transmitted; that milituy malversations are 
cognizable before no other tribunal, and that a free 
press may be made an efficient substitute for a 
court of in^wy or a court<martitl. So delighted 
is the writer with his syllogism, that the mischief 
worked hy mere aocusadon, without proof, where 
there is nrither time nor ojqx>rtunity for adducing 
evidence to contradict it; * the intermediate torture 
indicted ufoo families and connexioos, upon all, in 



BMGtTiR iOC^TT 117 tmih. 


1SI 


short, who sjrmpBthxse wMi the honour that is 
stained and the reputatton that is wounded—to 
say nothing of the exa^iertted fedings of the party 
himself, and thecoodes of vmdication to which they 
would goad him; all this girea him no concern 
whatever It ia, however, extravagant to lay, that 
a press, exercidng these unlimited powers, would 
soon become anantolmble despotism, from which 
even those who are at ftis momeift anxious for its 
cstaUishment, would be glad to escape f It would 
be the buU of Phalaris, and die inventors would be 


the first victims Nor is it ea^ to compute the 
insecurities of private life, the unoertaiD tenures 
upon which pivate reputatiooi would hang, and 
the gloomy distrust that would tour over social 
intercourse, were this system ctf buib*fighting, 
under the pretext of assailing pvhtte men through 
the cdumns of a journal, to he pemutted. The 
writer, indeed, from his ptn^yric upon the state 
of the Calcutta press, seems to imi^y that the 
acdoDS of public servants of that pr^dency are 


acneoable to its jurisdiction, thou^ the cen* 
sorship is removed, and wisely removed, the reepon* 
sibility of editors is, for that very rtasou, augmented 
rather than listened. A slight inspection of a file 
ot Calcutta pliers #ould couvinto any one that, 


with all the laUtude reeendy indulged to them, 
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they deal '^wisgly in those oiBdal attacks which 
i«eem so mu^ to die tasteof our author* In truth, 
no dvU or military duties could be discharged, 
beneath the terrors of sudt an inquiatUHi. 

Amongst the sketches contained in these volumes, 
there is a fiiU-leogth one of an officer, shadowed 
under the name of Colonel Scovdl. It is evidently 
taken from life, but deformed by the exaggerations 
with which all unpopular f^iiamcters-are usually de^ 
lineated when th^ mi for their likeness to those 
who have been habituated, ftom smne real or fan- 
lied grievance, to contemplate them with disgust. 
A sealed press, it is trusi has Weltered many a 
Coloori Scovell; but bow many, at the same time, 
has it sheltered,,who have been roost .undeservedly 
disfigured hy traits ^ually disgusting i Command 
iif all kinds is an unenviable pnrogativs. It places 
a aian upon an elevatkai, from which be isrsur- 
veyed by those below through tho« and 
refracting li^ts that distort and dark^ ev^y 
lineament and magnify every rook or speck into 
deformity. Every glass that is pointed towards 
him, presents its object through a thick incrusta¬ 
tion of fwejudioe, or wounded prick, or disif^xanted 
expectation. No doubt there are Ceicsimi Scovells 
in India, and if it be true ^bat the •eoet'^eport 
system exists to the extent described, sudi b^gs 
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will cmti&ue to plague and ^ihooour the moy. 

4 

It is a system chat ought not to exiat at all; for it 
ia twice cumd ;'-^urng those who act upon it) and 
those whom it (^ipfessea. But the enoouragetseat 
of private reports from the native officers, of their 
European supoion, ia not only a criminal viol^ion 
of the regulations oT the aervice) but the disruption 
of the strongest holdings of the Indian army. That 
subtle and mystic link, ^ioh unitm the aepoy to 
his BritiBh OGaanandei^ would be soon snapt 
asunder, wm the ^ General Soib * to encourage 
ftirailar oocmnui^ca^ioos. A ^podBc case, there* 
fore, of these practices) if substantiated, as it 
mifd^t be, by an adequate weight of et'idence, 
would bring dawn the severest penalties upon the 
head erf. the delinquent. The life of a military 
man, in India, is alwnya b e se t with too numy 
iucommoditicB, and exposed to too many adver* 
aities, to expect of him the tolerance of so hateful 
an aggravatioo. 

On tbe other hand, be is removed front the reach 
(»f many temptations Barely does it happen, that 
he can obtain the credit ci a month*# pay Aom tbe 
abaequiouB mooey^enders who foster the extrava* 
gance of the caviliaa. At every step he foams a 
♦ lesson of pivatioQ and hardih4>- Uttle courted 
by society) be ia a stnmger to its Uandishmentt; 
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and the world leavai him Imve to be good.’* 
The ^Ottng dvilian, in the meanidiile, from the 
roommt be pUoee hb foot on Indian ground, 
finds himsrif in the recapt of a handsome in¬ 
come. His first iqipointment {Hohably fixes him 
in the family of a superior, whose allowances equal 
the pay of a whole regiment. He becomes the 
inmate ^ a dwelling from ithich nothing that 
roioisten to luxury and eaae is excluded. It is 
here that he imbibes the first rudiments of that im- 
prorident profuseocss which bccCT n es in after-life 
the great tcMment of his existence. His income 
sinks under his growing love of dissipation. The 
native assistant watches his opportimity, and 
prufiers the aid, at the momeot when it will be 


received with the least scruple as to tlfe conditions 
annexed to it. At length it becomes his haUtua! 
resource; till, year afta* year, his burdens increase 


ID a fearful ratio, and the country, which industry 
and frugality would have rendered a mere thmvnigh- 
fiuw to the enjoyment <i wealth and its Ueasings at 
bome^ beccHses his prison and his grave. 


A fcw traits occur, now and then, m the same 


work, of the Eunaans, or half-castes;—a dass,^ 
the writer observes, " desfased almost emuIouBly by 
Europeans and natives; the peculiarities of their 


birth uniting them at once with both nations, whilst 
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they are lepuated by the strongest Unce of dcinar- 
catkei from ea^'* But he over«rates the numbers 
and the hardahipe of this race. For our own part, 
we contcientioiuly believe that they are not re¬ 
duced to a state either of political degradation of 
of moral abaaemeot. Great pains have been taken 
to convince them that they are treated with injua* 
tice> in their exA\\moa from civil and military ap¬ 
pointments. It is the age for asserting rights; 
and as soon as diey caught the spirit cf the times 
they bestirred tbernsriTei to meetings and ma¬ 
nufacture pedtiona. But in all coun^os, civil dis- 
aUlidet are entailed by bthh, and it is a general 
theory, which has received the sanction of the oldest 
residents in India, that the intermixture of blood 
has limited both the corpmal and intellectual sta¬ 
ture of the race, wb<»n it is the fashiem of the day 
til regard with cxxnmiseratioo. 

Yet the female Eurasians constitute a large por¬ 
tion oS the married women at up^ountry stations. 
Msny of them are united to perio o s of rei^iectable 
conditkm, in both aervices, at the presidencisa; and, 
for the most part, they perform the part of. wives 
with toleraUe effect. They are wonderfully docile 
to the affectations and airs of the rex ;~Dothiiig 
can be mm unmeaning than the eternal siinper 
that {dnys on thar tips, and ther love of finery and 
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iMubles it, we are^pertueded from long observation, 
conttitutional. We have seen them hanging almost 
in speechleat rapture over a box of ncwl^dmported 
mi]lin« 7 , and entranced, as in a celestial vision, 
amidst the folds of a fresh asaoitment of French 
silks. They are the first purchasers, on all oo 
casions, when a new inv^tory of modes is offered 
for sale. But it would be < ^iie^to visit them with 
an austere critidsn^ when we advert to the un¬ 


happy circumstances <d th(^ maternity and tlieir 
country education; for it is the good fortune of a 
few only to be educated in England. Native wo¬ 
men, it must be recollected, of the higher clavs, are 
never the mothers of diildren by £un^>eaiis. They 
are generally of the lowest; frequently menials of 
the most d^^raded description, ignorant of every 
moral obligation, and exerdang the faint gUmmer- 
ing of the little reasem that falls to their share, in 
acts of petty fraud and cunning. It is to the 
guardianship of these beings, that thdr unhiq>py 
childnai-^^the children, too, of European gentlemen 


—are left for the first ten or twelve yean of their 
livas^"<>: They are that sent to an ^ establishment 
for vmng ladies, at Calcutta or Madras,** where the 
jlRe they learn is exactly that which every think* 
ing man would wish his wife or daughter to unlearn 


OA speedily as posdble. 
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It is astonishing^ amidst the astoni^ing portents 
of the timely how indiferent we become to changes, 
from whici) we should have started with horror had 
they been presented to us as matters of remote 
culati<m only. We have supped full of thciU) how. 
ever, as fully as Macbeth the appalling horrorK 
that beset him—tlicy have long ceased to startle us. 
Every cry is deemed just and rational, that calls 
for innovation. To act upon old principles, or, in 
tlie phrase of Lord Bac<Mi, itare 0uper uniiquap 
fins, is considered downright idiotcy. Men confine 
themselves no longer to thdr own appropriate de» 
})aTtments. Experimental Vnowledge is not onl^ at 
d deploraUe discount, but absolutely a^ted. 
Every one is the master of any buiinesa, sa^ his 
own. Who, in these days of intellectual 
ment, would consult a hmer upon an agricidtuw 
question f Lecturers and economists, w'bo never 
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MW a greco 6eld) carry about them a box of tbao» 
rama and axiomi upn agriculture, that liable the 
haberdasher^ whilst be is measuring a yard of tape, 
to prove that the farmer knows aothing about com. 
Pditical ecoDomy, like the bull in a ohin^shop, 
has smashed all tbe established maxims and recog* 
nised laws of trade about our ears. Free trade is 
what Demosthenes attributed to action in oratory, 
the one thing TMedful. It is ever 3 rthing at this mo* 
ment in Great Britain. It strides over a prostrate 
and impoverished world, and stalks in triumph 
amid the wide and wasted desert it has created. 

Will they who have been carried onwards in this 
rapid tide of liberality, stop short, and exclude 
from tbe |mvil^ of carrying their skill and talents 
to the market they have opened to the whole w<wld, 
a class of men and women, upon whom tbe policy 
of the East-India Company has up to this day 
looked with an evil eye-*« class who minister an 
innocent amusement to diose who need amusement 
at home, but need it sdll more in India, where life 
requires to be occasionally lightened of iu burthens, 
to enable It the better to sustain them f Are thea* 
tried peraooa,—play-actors, as our aoceatme called 
lMi»—to be prohibited in this new mn from pur* 
suing thdr pro&saiaDal calling in a country now 
throwing its arms open to such promiscuous em* 
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bncen ? Profaihlj» they who, in their tendernev 
for the Angla*lDdian manle, have aent out addi* 
ticmal supplies ol ecclesiutic&) may be fearful of 
undoing their work» by tranqilanting from our 
shores a claia of pereons wbo have never been re¬ 
markable for delicacy of morab or circumspection 
and prudence of conduct But it may be aakedt 
what importatiofi of vkea ia to be ftaredi that are 
not to be found existing therey ia fujl ranknees and 
luxuriance, already P The morals of actors have 
never been immaculate. Yet, after all, perhaps 
their vices are rather mm glaring, or less dissem¬ 
bled, than those of other persons, more wicked. 
Be that as it may, by what axiom of free trade, by 
what rule of political ecocKxny (&r the winIiI is now 
governed by axioms and rules), are the doors to be 
shut upon act<m P 

It is then a matter ot personal calculation, 
merely for, in aocordaaoe with the reasonings 
upon which the new onfer of things is founded, 
you cannot exdude them. And, conadepd as a 
matter of taste, what can be decioed better calcu¬ 
lated to advance it, than a regular drahiatic corp s , 
either stationary at one pmidoD^ pr minting to 
others? Shak^isare must ahrayslive io the hearts 
, of Englishmen, md hU genius ^ow in their bosoma 
How dreadful to see him manglid, broken on the 
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wheel) hy what are called amateur pcrfarmm. 
They, who have wUnesaed the few attempts at Cal* 
cutta or Madras to get up one of his plays, must 
for the time have wished that Shakspeare bad never 
existed. I liave seen a Madras audience convulsed 
with laughter in the must pathetic scenes of Lear 
and Othello ;~the parting sorrows, the sweet con* 
tiding affections, of Juliet, travestied hy a balf*cBSte 
writer from qpeof thepi i^lic offices ;-^the exquisite 
tenderness of Rowe turned into downright farce by 
the appearance of a black Portuguese clerk, aa the 
Fair Penitent. It has been heietofore the well* 
considered policy of the Court of Directors to ex¬ 
clude professional actors from India;—and the 
reasons of that policy are too obvious to need ex¬ 
planation. But, in the new, or rather the inverted, 
state of things, the policy and the reasoniogs that 
upheld it have been swept away. India is open, 
under a few sli^t and unavailing restrictions, to 
idl kinds of adventurers. Will some twenty or 
thirty actors and actresses endanger our empire, or 
loosen its radical holdings ? 

The incbnvemence, if any, will be a sodal, not a 
polidcal me. With us, a iirsUrate dramatic per¬ 
former, his character and manners being unexcep¬ 
tionable, is not refused admittance into the best 
circles. Angl^Indian society hangs together by 
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such nice wid delicate fibres^- 4 t is made up of sucii 
gosamery p*oprietiest«-^ao many petty oV 
sen'ances and etiquettes^^that it would be next to 
impossible to adjust the exact positiou of an actor 
ur actreM in the drdet ot tbe Presidency. To 
drive them hack upon an inferic^ rank would destroy 
all* the respectability arising from sdfeetiuiatiou, 
which rises and falls with the estimation of others. 
Tell perms of thU class that they are not respect* 
Able,~they will no longer strive to be so. Drive 
into a secondary division of tbe settlement^ indi* 
nduals whose talimts ddight and charm those who 
move ill the bighest^—semd tliem to taverns and 
punch*houtest instead of seating them at the tablcK 
of rank and fashk>ni~and diey will ilclight and 
charm those only who frequent the mne haunts of 
t'ulgar inttinperance. Ifany of them wuuld^ per- 
be more at their ease at such places, than in 
the saloM of members of council or of judges of 
pro\'incial courts. Kean was infinitely more com^ 
fortable at the Coal*Hole in the Strand, than at the 
splendid table of the West*India merchant, •wIhim* 
wife and daughters bored him to death, ^ lie feel* 
higly complained, by talking to him' about Siiak- 
Apeare. 

On the other hand, what is to be done with Uie 
professional ladies amongst tbe Udies of the settle* 
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meat ? A great artist, dimving nightly tears from 
a crowded auditory, or charming them into rapture 
with her song, or rousing them to extaaes of comic 
mirth, will not be awed into humility by the rank 
of her hostess, nor chilled into olwquiousness by 
the cold dignity of her demeanour. It is a perplex¬ 
ing case, putting it hypothetically. Much, of 
course, depends upon the place her own manners 
and deportment would vin^Hcate to her. Yet it is 
impossible not^to/oreaee a whole Ibad of squabbles 
and controversies, where so many Hdeni are am- 
cerood. What a lengthened tissue of gossi{)piugs 
ond chronicles, if tbe ^y bmelf u not a miracle 
of reser\'e almost to sattcti^-—if she* forgets one 
article in tbe catechim af feminine decorutns—-if 
she does not hit tba preci« line in her cooverBatime 
with the men, between a starched rejmlaive atiflnem 
and a frank and easy familiarity { Wbat a pile of 
misconstnictioDi and^ slanders might be raised upon 
a dim semblance of truths what gdlantries might 
be woven out of a few casual whisperings, or too 
close a teU-i4eU! Thf most petty inddenti, hy 
the heightei^gi of female ri^etorie, might be dis- 
ttwtfid into grave ofences, and the pocw devil will 
lead a wretched lift of It, mmly because ibe is not 
an angel. I say nothing (»t (be unda^ngs; 1 am 
putting the case only of a person at tbe bead of her 
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jirofletiioii,*^ perfect ndstrets of her art. It it 
imposeiUe that, with fuc^ qualificadont, the can be 
kept io the back^proond. They who loee the art 
mutt reapect the artiat r ■ and even they who have no 
tute for the drama, will endeavour to prove that 
they can underatand and rdiah it by laviihiDg 
courteeiet upon iu profeane. Mn. Sidd<«v or 
Miss Fanny Kemble, at Calcutta, would have been 
guests at the highest tablea, and their society an 
object of eager ccopetitioW. Suppose liowever, an 
actress of equal powers and equal eminence to find 
liorway there,—but with, lest^of deoewum in ber 
habits— or holdii^ the minute obMwaooes of female 
life in contempt; it is inconooVable what feuds, and 
jt^fllousies^ and disputea would be lifted up both 
for and against her: ptuapiam dviHa hella. 

With merely musical p ro f e ss or s , there is not. 
likely to be the same incomvqieoce. The experi¬ 
ment has been tri^ * Id 181t, Signeen Biinchi 
Lacy and her bosbao^ wlere pennitt^ to go out to 
India. At Calcutta, were pr a ised, but siaiWed. 
Tlkcir concerts wm not wdl attended, thougirpa- 
tronised by Lord'Haidngi,'ead tbeif failure dis¬ 
couraged similar adreptufersr A i^gakily-traiDed 
dramatic corps ^wcntld go out Wdiw h^per au^ 
pices, and, hy ritemstdy phyng it Calcutta, 
dras, and Bomb^, mig^ opotnve to put as mudi 
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money into their pockets as by ft trip to the United 
States, to which otir theatrical professors are obliged 
to retort, to freshen up a fading reputation, when 
the English audiences begin to grow tired with 
them. This is mere conjecture, the experiment 
never having been tried. Ttie project, howe^’^, 
iias frequently been entertained. So far back as 
1793, Lee Lewie, a comedian of considerable 
merit, actually got together a cbmpany, including 
performers of minence in every department of 
stage-businew. Hit memorial to the Court of Di¬ 
rectors underwent considerable discussion; but it 
was rejected. The impolicy of throwing all prai>^ 
ticable impedimenta in the way of colonisation— 
the dread of the almost proverUal libertinism of 
theatrical persons, whose private lives, at that timts 
would not endure a severe scrutiny—and the calcu« 
UtiOci that, in the usual coarse of human affairs, 
many of the Juliets imd Cordelias would require a 
temponuy retirement from the stage,—the spirit of 
intrigue that a handsome actress might encourage 
amemgst the younger part of the civil sen’ice, not 
forgetting that occarionally a grave judge or mem- 
{)Cf of council vnight be found not sufficiently on 
his guard against simiW lapses—these considera¬ 
tions prev'ailed over every thing urged in favour of 
the apj^kation* But colonization is now considered 
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as a mm cbun ara ^i and tbm » an end to tbe 
objection. 

Atpr cacn ty the dtilaad siflitarj acrvwts are the 
artificera of thesr own dramatic amuaeqieat) and I 
queatioQ vheiher much would be faioad by having 
it sent out randy-mada. What a diiigbtAil buatle» 
what a stir of preparation^ is getting up an amateur 
play! What shifts and arntriyazioas to lupidy 
defects I what laughable disputes for the chief 
characters I what perpleiidea in casting the female 
parts and drilling them to feminine poetureS) and 
what exquisite farce to bear them* in their half-caste 
accent, mimicking the aActed minced lisp of a lady 
of fashion I The g reen-room anecdotea of the Ma¬ 
dras theatre would make an entendning vdume. 
It was, ptffaaps, the happiest model of a summer* 
theatre that was ever constructed, and from the 
universality of its uses, |HobaUy (fbr I could never 
discover a more ratkmal etynolQgy)^«4aeix^ at one 
time an aawmbly-rooD, at another, a place for 
holding masonic lodges, and at others, far ageneral 
meeting far the mttkmeot,-*»reodved the name of 
Pantkeon, However, it was a brndsoorf budding, 
and capable of bedding, pit, boxes, and gallery, 
nearly seven hundred pe r tooa. When there was a 
^1, a temporary flooi^ was thrown over the pi^ 
and it served ihe purpoae of a ^laeious ball-rooro. 
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The •muibg periods ot iU hiitajf l&e the emusog 
periods at eroj thing dse in Indisi are now de¬ 
parted. The reductions of salary in both services, 
coDjoiaed with other causes, have thrown a ^oom 
over the innocent and cheerful diversois that« in 
my timei enlivaied the fdace, and gave a life and 
spirit to those bumble theatrical experiments, which 
will long live in my wm.nry. Mark Rowarth, the 
efa^awfiariM of the mttletnent, was the ma¬ 
nager, with a liberal stipend, of the Madras theatre. 

His company was recruited by young military 
men, by even a few dviliani; and for female cha¬ 
racters, be had a regular sebocd of young Portu¬ 
guese or European half^castea, whom he contrived 
to rouge and whiten into something of female sem¬ 
blance. 

But Colood Elisha Trapaud! Oh that, fur one 
momentt I held the pen of Scarron, to paint the 
Roman Comique of which poor Tr^ud,~usually 
termed in unkind deririon Colonel Crapotid,—was 
the Ragotin. He had all the theatrical irritabili¬ 
ties of that entertaining peisonage, and, by coaxing 
his vanityl might be {wevailed upon to undertake 
any part, however uosuited to his figure and per¬ 
son, whkh were alraoet caricatures of humanity. 
Beader, if you had that exquisite work of the mos^ 
delightful of French authors on your table, I might 
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be iptred the troubk of dsetdring Ait moit exact 
oounterptfC of him. But ima^^ * figure, eome- 
what dhninutiTe, yet pr u tr udlBg into all lOTta of 
ungraceful anglea^ the whc4e outUm being a kind 
of riKxnbrid :»*-iinapDe thia figure, at the advanced 
age of fifty or fifty-five, Bunnounted eitfa a youth¬ 
ful wig luxuriant with cutis, and haunted with the 
happy consdouane^ of bis perscxMl perfecticms, and 
no very limited notions of his intelleotual ones, for 
he was the ^dmiro&fe Crichton of his own fancy. 
But, with all his conceit he was a useful actor, and 
though it was the fashion to laugh at him the mo¬ 
ment he appeared on the stage, he set it down as 
the effect of some comic hit, that pleased the au¬ 
dience, without dreaming that he Himself was the 
subject of it. Upon one occadon, a wag, willing 
to amuse himsdf at bis expense, actually persuaded 
him to write a comedy, and, unluckily, he set about 
it in good earnest. Being an effideat member of 
Mark Rowirth's dramatic corps, Mark could not 
refuse to act it, when it was completed. ,Soch a 
farrago of dulneaa and absurdity was never exhi¬ 
bited before, but he was proud of it, and took great 
pains in getting it up. The performers, to do them 
justice, did all they could for it; ftw Trapaud^s 
a'lnities and irritabilitiee were harniless and amusing, 
and there was no wish to give him oSence. But, 

h2 



148 


SOCIETT AKD KAKKZia. 


u for pemiading him tiut die piece would not do, 
it WM out of the queetjoo. He would have seieed 
by die throat any body, wboerer be might be, that 
ventured to throw out the di^teet eritidam upon 
ita fimltA 

To thii comedy, which be called the JfercAoiU 
of iSbiymo, he wrote a prologue, and iniiited 
Mark Rowarth'a ^leaking it» ^The critic the 
MadroM Gavittef the tiext morning, observed of it, 
that it dxHiDded in uudiaputed truths and tncoo* 
Irovertible propoaticm a criddam (sudi is the 
omnivorous nature of vanity) which gave the 
colond great Mtisftction, for be was aa proof 
against the ahafta of ridicule or irony, aa an alli* 
gator to a muaket-ball. A line ot two it, I shall 
never forget It began thus—and the bouse was 
in a roar, whilst Bowarth, with as much serioumesa 
as he could force into hie countenance, deUvered or 
rather attempted to deliver it: 

TcKnifftt, nr smde frieedi, wt set s pUj^ 

Approfs it or ooodsfDn Iti m you nor* 

In 'ntopii' Sirs, a w«ason w«s tbs swes ■ 

Bta fau|W tbestm toooi oor sat. 

In DrufT*! pits insmblsd bonarcdi titp 
Judfst of taste and artiiten of wit. 

Bot we 

I forget how it went oo, but it was a moat egre* 
ipous specimen of nonsenae—axid excited, of course, 
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thttodmof mock qfuJmm Bj dint, howvm, ol 
cutdog and tfait p er fanher ft)igettiog hit 

part, and another fulMtitotuig aome eqiavaknt non* 
$enws of hit owdi it arrived at its tenaioatioii; the 
poor author, all the while, twecring and ttampiiig 
with rage at thor tpotting hit p ac e . But when it 
WM oyer, there aroee, hy a preeoncefled under* 
ttiduluig amoDgft permt hi difierent parte of the 
theatre, a call of ^ Author I author 1* and a crown 
wreathed with flowm was thrown n the itage. 
Old Trapaud, in reali^ delisted, wia with ill* 
affected reluctanoe lad on to be crowned between 
two of the pe tfo rmers^ The crown, howerer, wwr 
too small iD fit hia bead without taking off hie wig, 
which hia two suppoctera uncecemcaiioualy 

on the flenr. The joke, howerer, waa too practical 
a <me; few the crown had been made ot leavea from 
a pricklj hedge, ud the tbomj part scratched the 
bald part of his head, m dmt it streamed with blood, 
and he ran off the stage, swearing deatruetion to the 
contrivera at the insuh. 

Neva* shall I forget,—few these are nof unplcai^* 
ing reminiscencea,—the gettiig up of Hhcbetht and 
to say the truth, it waa got up most respectably, 
and Matthew Locke's music waa admirably per 
formed, under the superinteDdence of Topping, 
who waa an eicellent musician. Lady Macbeth 



WM undertaken by Anstey, son of the oelehnted 
author of the Baih Guide* Svny body knows 
how mpidly the beard grows In a hot eliniate. 
Anstey^s was of the blackest tint, and it being a 
warm sfaann of the year» before the fourth act it 
had grown so long» as to render it actually nece^ 
sary tor Lady Macbeth to shave before she ap* 
peared in the fifth. It was» however* so sultry 

behind the scokes, ai^ there was to little air in 

# 

the room approp ri ated to drcaalng* that Anstey or¬ 
dered a table with a lookiag-^aas and his shaving 
apparatus to be placed on the stage* where there 
was a stronger current. In malicious pleasantry* 
some one raog the prompter's bell* which was the 
constant signal foe drawing up the curtain. It was 
most promptly obeyed* and* to the amazement of 
the whc^e assembled fashion of Madras* Tom 
Anstey was exhibited in the costume of Lady 
Macbeth* in that most unfeminizw part of his %ai^ 
lette. The roar* the screams of surprise and merri* 
ment* that ensued* are beyond description. 
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The India- 0 O(^y wri t crt have baett^mott io* 
de&tigaUe in thdr detcriptiooi o( iti peculiarities 
After dU thej gire ui only vague, ehadowy, 
unembodied ricetdtingt, much more to thrir own 
satiafaction than that of their mders The dllineM 
and affeetatioD ot Engiiah reaidata, whether at 
Calcutta and Madrae, or Faria and Bruaadi, muat 
alwaya have aa fiitiguing a wneneae in driineation 
aa in real liie. The aeeoe only ia changed $ the 
perscms of the drama remain unaltered. Whetho* 
a numerous iodety of Engiiah men and women, 
wboae ntmoat horison extends not be y ond their own 
circle,~wboae little Uvea flutter in a narrow, dr* 
cutnscribed range of stupid virits, gaiety without 
mirth, ridicule without wit, finery without elegance, 
thrown tc^ether in Asia or in Europe, it is 
the same opaque, lifdm subject, alike uninteresting 
and uninstructire; a puppeUahow of itifiT, chimsy 
figures, playing at ladi^ and gotlonen. 
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In the gwtn whiles of the nadeet of India, con- 
fesaadly die moat intereadug race under the aun, we 
know ootluBg. We act ibr thar amuaement, not 
they for oura. They m the apeetatora—we the 
perfatB CP i. * We are condeacetidiog enough to ex- 

t $ 

hifait for their entertainment all our pride, all our 
littleneaa, all our folly,it must be added, 
not a few of our rieea. On the other hand, we are 
quite igniMnt of the n^itivea of'Hinduatan. We 
aee fonna and oonfigurmtlooa of beings, totally 
unlike onrselTea, moring to and fro; but we lee 
them only as ahadows through a curtain. We 
know oodnog at all of them,'* said Sir Jchn Shore, 
in 1792. ** We nertber ocmverae, live, eat, or drink 
with them, and are in truth quite ahut out from 
all knowledge ot the Hindus,** aaid Lord William 
Bentinck, in 1806. Have we penetrated further 
into the mystery the aid of our new means and 
api^iancM? For, alnee that paiod, the nmninal 
dianges In our reladona with them have been coo- 
slder^le. An aActed equality, too affected to 
conceal the impoeture, and such as, thirty years 
ago, was Mt dreamt of,<^ troublesome, obtrusive 
dieclalmer of old dMocUona between native and 
European, but ao awkwardly managed aa to make 
the dietmetion more oonapkuous and offairive than 
ever,—is played off In the present impoved state 
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of things bj the Angj^Injiif mAi pwdncj. 

Amongst the gentlemoi who honoured the 
meeting,'' mj% the diS|^ pucgnph, ^ were the 
Lord Biabop, the Hoao ttf ihte ^tef Justice, Rajeh 
Budin^uth, Beboo .CeMbeuth Midlkk^ he. he., 
and other diithiguiahed pmoikt.^ 

It is of yesterday, this dumaiesT, this part and 
parcel of the cant the age. Nor does it soften 
the real subjection; on die contrary, it^ravs the 
natives' attention to it by tbe awkwnrdneM of the 
attempt to disguise it. A deep thinker (it was 
Tadtus) observes bow the loss of liberty was 
aggravated, under the emperors* retaining tbe 
nomina et wtetdmla of a fm state. Tbe natives of 
India, indeed, have long snee seen through the 
ragged policy of this affected and nominal equality, 
and they remain os unmuted and as immiscible as 
before. It is said that the Corinthian Imss was an 
entire metal, though a fusion of ev«y other. A real 
political amalgamatioD, such as ought to subsist in 
India, would resemble Corinthian brass. But this 
forced, unnatural aisimilatioD is tbe hammering 
and tinkering together a piece of lead to iron; 
there is no unity of substance. To widd a deapodc 
influence over a vast noe of mankind ; to deprive 
them of actual indq^endeoce, and then to throw 
the husks and shells of complimentary phram, 

u S 
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cannot, tHm duly cooiddered, £iil to amUtter dia 
aemtude. 

What iDOoiinttcnciea itarUa than on all odaa! 
Turn to the reports at intdligent Europeans for 
the moral diaracteristies at the Hindus. Peijuiy, 
fraud, ialiriKiod, briheiy, are declared to be thdr 
inveterate comjdexkaial habits. Tbeee are axioms 
assumed for the basis of every plan of jutisprudaice 
that has yei been devin d for India, amongst the 
numerous exj3criments of that kind which have 
been proposed or attempted. . It is the runnings 
base of the celebrated Tenth Report of the House 
o( Commons, in 1784. It is (he burthen of Lord 
Teignmouth's canticle, in 179S* Upon this deep- 
lad foundation, this solid base of mml defmssion, 
fWfiiTnftd hy every tyro at Indian policy as if it 
were another law of gnvitaU<m, our new schemes 
of Hindu legislaticm are fixed. The trial by jury, 
which supposes habits ot truth and a love of justice 
in those servu^ as jurors, is at once imparted, 
without stmt or restrictioD, to those, of whose vices 
collectm, magistrates, judges, have devoted half 
their time ip furnishing inventories. What a leap! 
But with what growls of disaadsfaction was the gift 
imparted! Sir Charies Grey, the Calcutta chief 
justice was frightened, in 1829, lest native Juries 
ihouid take it into thdr lieads to detenniae the 
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AS wdl AS thA hct with regord to the itAmp regu* 
{AtioiL Yet the detenniciAtkm of the mixed question, 
Uw and fiicti was vitM^CAted to British juries by 
Mr. Fox's bm, in 1792. ^ What would you think;' 
exclaims the astounded chief justice^* ** of i3eing 
made amenable in capital cases to a native jury, 
which should have the power of detennining both 
Uw and factr 

Yet, begging the judge's pardon, may we be 
permitted to ask, what the jury bafe to determiou 
in a capita] case but the law and the fact, or bow 
the two quGsrioOi can be separated? By saying 
that a man is guilty of murder, the jury decide 
both Uw and fact. A man cannot be fbuod ffiUlti/ 
of killing, tor killing may be Uwful. The killing 
is the fact, the murder the legal in&rence. To say 
that native juries are not to draw legal infereocet^, 
is saying that they are not to be juries at all. But 
how complimentary a gift to the nativesy-^iu 
the same breath to give tbm the priviUge, and 
deny their fitness to exercise it! But the chief 
justice wdut further. ** If we look to the extension 
of the trial by jury to the natives, a^ if it is to 
cany with it a right of determining the laWf it in 
not saying too much Co say, that no man's life and 

* ab Owriss Orel's chaise to the inod jury at Calcutta, a$ 
reported la the Csketls OgegnuMAt vih. August ISi9. 
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propcrtj would be He Aen ciiergee them in 
the loji^ with hiUts of corruptioB) that would 
render them unfit ht an; dnl function whatever. 

Mj mind)^ mjrs be, wiU not bear to ccmtenw 
plate that there ia any \Mptt of ceoturiee within which 
EmgtM juron oould be thought to Ihii stage of 
Jqiravity." 

But, in the ihort interval of four yean, what a 
moral revolutim! We :;ivo them the right, and 
force on them* the duty, of dtting on juriea. Sir 
Charles Grey'a eeat on the bench had not grown 
cool, befim credit is given (hem for elevation of 
mind and character, which the ]^>se of centuries 
could scarcely have impaital to a race so long 
accust<Mned to breathe the atmosphere of fraud and 
fUsehood. Under such auguries, the natives of 
India have had the right of sztdng on juries con¬ 
ferred on them; a gift pensoned with something 
more than a suspicion that they are unworthy to 
receive it VfiA this strong current of c^inion 
against them,—the per fec t oonviedon of the whole 
British community, that they arv sure to admi* 
nlster their judicial functions corruptly,—we have 
made them the arbiters of life and fortune. Men 
generally act up to the standard ot what it is pte- 
conedved they will do. If native jurors act down 
to the pieooQodvtd standard of their int^rity, * 
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what is to be expected frcan tbdf Terdicti ? Sudi 
are the incouieteDclea into whkh the affectatiOD of 
enlightened aentiiiMnU haa fauirkd ua The trial 
by juiyti for erer m mir moutbi ;«^we are bawling 
ouraelTea boarae in praiae of it the whole of our 
feverUi interval between the awdk and the grave. 
We steal our way as tradors, or fight our way as 
conquerors, amongst people that never heard of 
it; we cram it down their throata as a blessing, 
taking espedal care, however, so to foedicate it, as 
to make it hateful and loathsome as th^ taste it* 

It is painful to predict glooouly ^ but it is not 
difBcult to foreKe, that this adectadon, for it is 
nothing else, of promoting a nominal equality 
tween the British and niUive sub)ect,«*an equality 
whidi the very existence of the British power in 
India disclaim6,*-4s every day unravaUing the teal 
ascendwcy m which that power rests. The few 
benefits we have yet communicated to India, {we* 
suppose a sense of infieriority iu one pm*ty. Our 
institutions are receired gratefully, because they 
are tboee of a supericr* What is the hope, for in* 
stance, still cherished, of ctmvertmg «the Hindu 
people to Christianity ? The conviction felt by 
the mUives that it is the creed of a ooamuRity 
infinitely in advance themselves in philosophy 
*and general mtdligenoe. Persist, bowevtf, a few 
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ymn longer hi dut equal ioteroouTM^^that permits 
the namet of the rajahs and the baboos to elbow 
those of the Lord Bishop and the Honourable 
Chief Justice, and then see whether the argtmen* 
turn ad verecundiam in favour of Christianity will 
have the same weight ? It U not in human nature 
to recognise instructors in equals. 

It is a farce,^^ gun^ ^ hypocrisy, that we 
may play too long. dint of being perpetually 
reminded of being natii e gentlemen, tb^ may take 
it into their heads to shake off a few usages and 
institutions, that shew, oa the part of those who 
imposed them, that they were not regarded as 
such. It must and will hiqipen, that they will be> 
come convinced of that we are labouring to incuU 
cate into them, and from tbrir hi 4 >py ignorance of 
which, thus far, they have submitted to Duiaances 
dignified by bigh-sounding appeUatioos, that are 
little more than a machinery skilfully contrived to 
fiU the pockets of their European masters. In 
process of time, they may discover that a Supreme 
Court, with English judges talking to them out of 
Plowden aqd Sandfml, Cra Jac. and Cro. Car.~ 
a court that in half a century has ground tbeir 
estates to duet, broVen up the ancient undivided* 

* AU te siic»a( tmnm a( ladk wsrt held bj uDdhkleil 
Suoiliaa nt srigia of this pankrcfaal imcicacioa it is sii* 
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tenures of India, and owdtf the Ibrtuses of the Uw* 
yers who have tucceisiTdj prowled in it fiv pr^, 
is a cumlmui and expensive fiUacy. 

The C T TO of aoidiiig out tedmical lawyers to 
India was not perceived at first That the Mayor's 
Court was corruptly and ignorantly administered, 
was the cry of a coosderably party at Calcutta; 
but it is ronarkable that no flagrant instance of 
outrageous injustice or gross corruption was ad* 
duced against it On dw contrary, the natives 
found in it the redress and protectiai they wanted. 
When it was put down, they sent to England a 
strong petition in its favour. Two years after the 
establishinent of the Supreme Court, they petidoned 
against it It is not insinuated that the judges have 
wrongfully administered the law in that court; but 
the forced adaptadoo of Englids law to those who 
are not only not English, hot placed by custom, 
institutions, religion, at the very antipodes of all 
that is English, constitutes the grievance. How 
often has the individual, who is now writing, 
smiled at an action of ejectment to recover posses* 
non of lands in Hindustan, and the ridiculous ab* 
surdities of a casual ejectew, and tlie demise of 

Futitioa by tew (that ^ eompeteory paftitm) te sot 
knewB ta Hteda jorispnids&ee. Ittescrsstsrs ofebs SupreaM 
Couft, toC tea prodBced a MsfatftU Strvptum te Cusfly asCitn. 
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John Doe—nbfurditiei whidi htd race • 
and of which it is aa natunl that Westminster Hall 
should be tbedepodtcffj, as the Egyptian pjnunids 
of their mummies! But the transplanting ot such 
tedimcalides into a new juiisprudeDce, in a remote 
Golray, was almost as foolish as an attempt to re* 
animate the decayed carcases of Egypt. Nor was 
it fiveteen how soon the lore of jurisdictira) the 
ruling passion of an Ef.glidi lawyer, would cmne 
into play. Fr6m the firsts there was a frethil impa¬ 
tience of the limits assign^ to the court, till, by one 
bold and mmcwable assumpCioD, Sir Elijah Impey 
made himsdf, instead of a puisne justice adminis* 
tefing law within the limits of the Mahratta ditch, 
the sole arbita of life and property in India. 

In its earliest judges, the Supreme Court was 
singularly fortunate. Sir William Chambers and 
Sir William Jones were gentlmen as well as law* 
yers. The oriental pursuits of the latter gave him 
a happy bias in favour of the Hindus, their ancient 
civilisation, their law, their enamelled poetry 
and tinctured the sternest of his duties with bene* 
fioence and ^rcy. The mild dignity and perished 
urbanity of these men raised the Su^u'eme Court in 
the public cstiroadoo. From that esdmadon it fell 
irrecoverably when Nupcraiar was judicially, not 
legally, murdered. But suitors had no choice;' 
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then WAS no diapd ci mm to tbf Supreme Court; 
and it was a populous district It always fuiv 
nisbed, dwrefore, a series ct gainftil suits to the 
professkm, but with occasiocial cesaatioos of buri- 
nesB loDg enough to starve one advocate to death, 
banish anoth^ to Tort Marlborough, and send 
hcane a third to Scodaod. 

Talking of Anglo-Indian judges, it is retnsrkable 
that those seem to have been most Ipved and con* 
tided ID by the natives, who were not ov9-active in 
their calling. A busy, meddling judge, fond of 
business, and straining the to its ut* 

most extent by the strict letter of his books, was 
much less to their taste than a quiet, indolent man, 
like Sir John Royds, who sat neariy fifteen yean 
on the bench, and was enamouTed of ease and hla 
garden-house. He was a polished gentlemen of 
the old school^^and almost adored by Europeans 
and natives. The greatest mistake r^ch can be 
committed by those who diftpom of the judicial 
patronage of India, is to send out a coiqpletriy- 
ri^ed special-pleader. He is sure to pussle the 
court, and the native suitor is diisatistihd with his 
judgment, because he cannot ccxnprebend it. Asa 
cdleague, he is controversial and punctilious, and 
^generally stcnds alone in his decuion. Acceding 
to their notkms, justice is unifoim in its essence— 
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wh; should it not be unifonn in iu Unguige? 
Sir HeoTj B ■ wis ti this daacription. He 
came out a deeply-read^ well-exerdaedy Uack-ktter 
lawyer* Black-letter lawyer !«^be words create an 
inextiicaUe confusion in the Hindu uDderstanding. 
Sir William Jones, on the other handi might be 
eaid to hit the natieef of India between wind and 
water* No man was more £tted for the office of 
a colonial judge by the habitual course of his studies. 
Such were hit powers of geoeraluation, that he not 
only seized with the rapidity lightning the ana¬ 
logies by which all the EuTope^n systems of juri^ 
prudence are assimilated, and recognised in Lord 
Coke the rules traced out in the Code of Justinian, 
but found the same artificial dbdnctions in the law¬ 
books of the Hindus which perrade those of the 
west. What can be a more artificial series of dis- 
tinctioQs, few example, than those of the law * of 
depodts in the Hindu code? Yet they are sub¬ 
stantially thoae laid down by Lord Mansfield in 
the ease of ** Forward e. Pittard,^ and Ttry dightly* 
if at all, from those insisted on by the old Bmnan 
lawyers* It was this fiKulty of peredviog legal 
analogies, that made equ!^ an universal sdence to 
Sir William Jooea, and whilst Us brethren the 
predesnon were groping their way by the dark* 
* on tbs Lew of fisIlAsno, by 9r Wat Jonss. 
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lantborn of their own muoidpil law, without one 
effort to stretch their viskm bejond the borison of 
Westminster Hall, he bad taught himself to die* 
cero Che consent and hannonj of the divenified 
codes of all nations, and the oonaentanaousnesa of 
each to the antecedent law of nature. Perhaps the 
•election of Sir William Jantn to fill a high judicial 
office in India is one of the most precise adaptacims 
of the individual 1u> the funcdon (and it is the more 
remarkable frcan its bang moely an acddental 
appointment) that have happened in our daj* 

Sir J(dm Anstrutber had, in one reflect only, 
the same advantage. He was not a pedantic 
English lawyer. The doggrd couplet of WesU 
minster Hall makes him out to have been <iuite 
ignorant of bis profeadon :^yet, as a judge, he 
was a great favourite with the m^es. He saw 
that a narrow-minded, technical i^lication of the 
rules of English law to a people contrasted so 
many mml divenitiee to the inhabitants of Great 
Britain, would, in a great number of opscij ope* 
rate the grom t^rt injustice. He felt and acted so 
uniformly on this convicticm, that be might be said 
to have created a new system of equity. This 
equity be administered at his own house,, where 
he assumed the extEn-judidal office of arbitrator 
in those petty ccntrovcnie^ which amid not have 
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been adjudicated io the Supreme Court without 
iiretrievably ruining the parties. The inotiTe was 
laudable* but the practice* in this initance, was 
miediieToua It raised a considerable cry against 
him in the |Hofeesion* whose profits it abridged. 
It had this inconrenieoce also. The suitors of Sir 
John Anstnither's cutcbeny (so it was called) were 
not always pleased with his dedskms. In those in¬ 
stances* the case aometiuies Ibund its way into the 
Supreme Court* and placed the chief justice in a 
whimsical situation. Anstruther was hasty aod 
petulant towards the bar* am^gst whom he had 
his favourites* who* of course* did as they liked 
with him. And here it may be remarked Uiat, in 
India* a judge may contrive to make himsdf ex¬ 
tremely offenrive* if he is derirous of that dis» 
tioction. The bar is not suffimently numerous to 
keep him in order; nor is there always among 
them that high-minded sense of what is due to its 
honour and independence* to reaent an afirmit 
offered to one of their own little body u an in¬ 
dignity to ali Anstruther's demeanour to Strettell* 
who had at*one time the diief busineai of the Court* 
wis a contraued growl* occasionally breaking out 
into the most ungoveroed rudeness. He had also 
something ot an antipathy to the dder Lewin* aod 
for no i^parent reason* but that he was a sound 
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Bod well-rttd wfaidi he consdered ae b 

reflection upon himedf. * 

Since the time of Anetruther, there hee been a 
somewhat nfU succenioo of dnef^jusdces at Cal¬ 
cutta. Seijeant Bloeaett wai an amiable man, but 
of the highest evangdictl school Whether in an 
office to vfaidi so powerfiil an influence bdoogs, 
conddering the leanings and partialitiee towards 
those who are Cinctured with the same sentiaiefits, 
and the incompatibilitj of all leanings and partiali¬ 
ties with the aereritj ol the judicial duty, Bloseett 
would have steered clear of the di^nHes and ooiir 
trorerdes which, in a small community, like that 
of Calcutta, mi^t hare r»dered his dluation irk* 
seme, cannot be decided—for he sunk piematurdy 
under the ibolera, having tried only one cause. 
Puller succeeded him,*^^n able lawyer and an 
excdlent law-reporter. He fell a vktun also to 
the same malady, not long aStet hts arrival. From 
that time, a sort of panic seems to have jxeviiled 
in Westminster Hall, whidt deterred several emi¬ 
nent men from accepting seats on the Indian 
bench. 

The Calcutta bar, for a long time, boasted of 
several distfnguiibed and booouimble men. In lU 
* eariier period, Shaw, a man educated mginally to 
metcantfle pursuits, contrived to obtszD pennisdon 
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to pracdie m a bftrritter^ and for some time carried 
every thing befm him. Before the Company 
created the specific office of AdTOcate-general, with 
its present high salary, their general retainer to a 
oounael, to act in all thdr suits, was highly lucra> 
tire,—and Shaw, for several years, held the post of 
their standing counsd. He was a man, it is said 
(for the traditions of that }wriod are now beginning 
to be dim), of strong natural powers, and, in a 
short time, became a skilful practitioner. His in* 
come was, for some years, enormoun. The natives, 
who were parties in great family causes invdving 
immense sums, the accumulaU<ms probably of a 
century, were not restrained by a table of fees from 
giving way to catain impulses of hope or gratitude, 
which soon made the f<»tunes of their favourite 
pleaders. Shaw, unfortucatdy, though in the 
midst of a most prosperous career at the bar, could 
not get the better of his love of commercial adven¬ 
ture, He dabbled with various success in specula¬ 
tions, always lutfardout, not always profitable; 
and these speculations at length so ctHnpletely 
swallowed up his professkmal emoluments, as to 
drive him to the most ruinous expedients of raising 
money. After a continued series of losses, he 
began to suspect the good faith of his agents 
and, finding it necessary to inspect their proceed- 
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ing8 more embtrked <m board one of hi* 

own TeaaeU bound lo BaUm^ and was no more 
heard of, 

Strettell was a counad of great note at Calcutta. 
He arriYed there jouQg» and was admitted into the 
Supreme Court b ef ore the ri^t of practising as 
counsel there was limited to persons wlm had been 
called to the English bar. He bad Che confidence 
of the natives in an eminent degree^ ^thou|^ with* 
out any of the superfidal, noisj qualificatkms they 
sometimes look (or in their lawyers. He had no 
eloquence^ and pretend^ to none; but a steady* 
unif<Mit), good sense led him onwards to advance¬ 
ment. Strettdl never looked forward, as others 
did, to returning home, and enjf^ing the fruits of 
his industry in England. CaLutta was his home, 
and in truth be became at last so old a reddent, 
that he would have been quite a stranger, and in 
the strongest sense of the word a stranger, any¬ 
where else. He made up his mind, thmfmw, to h 
protracted stay in Iiidia,-^aDd took the de^r root 
in its soil by reason of marrying a young ^ortu- 
gueae-lady d considerable accoropUsbmtnts: a cir¬ 
cumstance tl^t fettered him still more closely to 
the q)ot the ties of &inily connexion. ^Mrs. 
Strettell was mistress of all the spoken dialects 
*of Hindustan; and she is recorded as the only 
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Europem (or oi Eurapetn extrAction) wbo ever 
ioterpoted (till of kte jmn) to divert e 

suttee frocD tfie pedbrmaDce of her homd row. 
The female was about tweoty-five, asd obstinately 
teoaoious of those rulci of her fedth which en¬ 
joined the Mcrifice. Mrs. Strettdl addressed her, 
while she was waidog calmly dll the funeral pile 
was completed, and urfred every ii^uvaent to dis> 
suade her frQm her resivlve Aat her truly mascu¬ 
line good amie suggested^ It was in vain. She 
was not, the widow aaid, young and ignorant ot 
her religious cbl^adons, which she had long stu¬ 
died. 8u<d) mnoDstrances mighti d»e observed, 
diake a^nunger. pem feom her purpose; but she 
had meditated upoi H too long to be indueed by 
any modve to forego it Mrs. Strettell in ame 
degree gave mey to the poor w^nen^s resoludon, 
aeeiog that it was baoh^ by so strong and deep- 
felt a coDvictioo of its pn^viety, and reluctantly 
retired, untfl the ommooies of washing with the 
Gunga water, ,and matterix^ the grains of conse¬ 
crated rice in a direcdoo contrary to -the suo*s 
coutae, wete gone through* The laat ceremonial, 
of walking.three times round the ^k, alone r^ 
mahwd to be performed. With steps that began 
to ttiUTy ^ had eompleted the circle once, when 
die lodud anriously towards the ^>ot when Mrs. 
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Strettdl iitood, but wbo> unirilling to see Actuil 
immolation, wia preparing to ent^ber palanquin. 
Thdr eyes met The widow locked imploringly. 
Mra. Strettdl returned to her.. A ibort but eameat 
conference took place. The reeult waa, the return 
of the womaa with Mn. 8tretteQ*~to the house of 
the collector, in spite of tbe. loud expressions of 
disapprobation uttered by the multitude. 

To punue what remains of the pQeonal history 
of Strettell^it ii only to be obserrad, that, find* 
ing age craepng rapidly upon him^ after a long 
reddence of thirty^ght years in India, he deter¬ 
mined to return home for* the residue of his lift. 
He tried LoDdoD*->-tried the caimtry—ran the. 
gauntlet of Cheltenham, Bafli; and •every other 
paradise of Bnglish idleness. All would not do. 
He had returned hocne,'-^bu» hit home was home* 
less. He frit himsrif a stranger and scjouner in 
the land,—and returned to* Calcutta, where he 
ended his daya 

At this tibei the Calqitta bar coaaitted of about 
nine; threeor four only in firsUrate buriness; the 
others picking up a mete aobaistaftce'bynhdr share 
of the smalUr things, sudi as motkm of course, 
and filling oocMonally some of the offices bdong* 
ing to the Couit, to which mall mlaries were 
annexed. The higher offioers of diat Court, such. 
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m the Muter of die CrovB OC«ei ihe nfstbAm- 
Uay, the Mu^pr in Eqtiitj, M alfr yurs, Biede 
rapid and lai|^ fertum. But, at the period 
vbidi we are apnking, the cmmadi-'iB the ful^t 
bunneu a reraged 4^000 or ^’9,000 a-year. Ro¬ 
bert Smitb, wbo, hi additkn to the office of edro- 
cate^eneml, with a eriary of «85,000 a-year, had 
the lead of the awrt- brought home in twelve 
yean a very«haDdaoai(- co upe teoce. He was per- 
hapa the moet aceouidJaM penon, u a lawyer 
and a achdar,—of coorae cmeeding Sir William 
Jooee'a aupariority in multiiwioaa acquirement,— 
that Cakutta ever anw.- He awida Kr 
Anatruriter reapect lum; and coo^laory reapect 
waa aU the reapect that Anatmther could feel for 
any one- 'R<diert Snrith'a might be called the 
Augustan era of tfaeCalcutta bar. Hu mode of 
reasomng, dear, eoodeoaed, and frequently oracular, 
waa admirnUy adiqtted to that peculiar forum-—an 
Anglolndian court of law. There waa no jury 
to ^reaa. Urn aw agg er m g, bullying atyle, thare- 
ftre, and the endleaa prdixjqp.ef tlw E^ah advo¬ 
cate, com^^ed to farce Ufe way inta the coUpU- 
hettato of ignctant and uneducated jurfaa^ ia there 
wMly but of phflBi It would not be endured. 
Thite ju dgee, wdheducated, exerdaed fa 

legat~udl BUird naunfagl, require tutaSy diflbrent 
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MMnd oaaaoHMMlea *h>iH*iiiiiftMOojftsgi. 
Serenl ponoao^hsee oboe esfalnd both faae 
and moiM^ «t Ail Cakatls bw]^>at Acee are 
occiwms -wlwi it b eeiier to aqr aathmir^liMH to 
my btde. 

Tbe her at the odu r pn i A Dci m ahver seeded 
loepeBafi^MtilatofCalcatts.’ NdtbtrhUidmi 
oer BcwAey pto deo ed ae AMndeM-haroMC Id skh* 
thea two. Baoerd«-'a Coiirtt ahkhpaaoeded 
the So^««it Coot, bad Aapuwd-af«tbe /W-caaMa 
—time taeohiaf^ gHM htiMMAta cf faiily pn^ 
pert;, in wiaob large asm were at mae^ iaft- 
arttiy tra m e endip g tb<ae wteh are the wili ^t a of 
WflftiHTiHterJUl litfgathn. It va'AaqtN|B% a 
ymtioa taAre'Ae CauC, ia eaMB af ^ jlipoted 
wSa, whetiMr laM if rwfm ihnU b appao> 
priated to the pngelAi MAMMakoe if JbrahiaaM 
andatrftkof jtiHgiahrli. Urn amaap ipeat oa 
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Supreme Cout wu eetiUvhed, «Qd the bar coft* 
OBted ^ regukrty-caUed Englidi faanuten fm the 
fanner oourti, Aey acted in the joint oparitiea of 
ettom^ and couniel), there was a mudi greater 
leitraiot upon pro ft e ai onai profita, which aroee only 
from the ordinary evety-daj budnese of a court of 
Uw» in a lai^ and populous jurisdiction. 

The rise^ConfMon (thepfesrpt chief justice of 
Bombay) wae moat exiractdiDary^ but highly ho* 
oourafalw to Ue integrity of cbaracto'and unequalled 
▼igottr<tfinhKt Hebadgneontintheinjlitary ser¬ 
vice of the Company, as awohmtna; but an c^>ening 
having taken place 4n thMUimof Miw8aQiue4 one 
of the leadiog practilieBeTV^ the Beocwder^s'Court, 
Compton acted a short time as his assisunt, daring 
which be aoqnirsd, bj die intuitive quickness of 
his facukisa, suffcknt knowledge of the businesb 
and prtotiee of the Court to qualify him for acting 
as a priocipaL Pmhaps there was never a mm 
striking illustration of what may be effected, with* 
out the aicfflcial aide of a technical eduoatiofii by 
means of nalumt powers seconded hj most unwea¬ 
ried industry. A shirt time after the arrival of 
Mmkf be letumed to Et^land, and was called to 
the fatf i~a firtuoate hit, ibr his devation So the 
Bombay beodi could not odurwiae have takeq 
^ate. Cemptoe WBi a hard-beaded man. Pruliz, 
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ill-B n o rt ed , rsmhiisg as his siyiawnt wa% it hsd 
its effect upon tbe jadgi*.' The aeute skill 
Anstrothcr st MsdrsS) and the laag^sssxdsed in- 
gmuity of Spaakie at Calcutta (for Ccxopteo pne- 
tiaed several years at Uw latter peua id iacy), were 
often driven off the field by -OoqplaiL' - 8^ Hesuy 
GwiJIim used to nji m-oUua(ps4^ lua hanusariDg 
mode of preeringlue cae^ by satlnually knocking 
upon the stroogest petals that ^ argued like 
a Cyclops. There is no'came to ap^wdiapd that 
he wdl qot do boaonri^ hia ftmclkii^ ff he hse 
sense and atreo^ u^Ogh (ff t>°daretaBdiag to 

U 

in 
m 

But can we oout all «eariaii.fid;BBahby ? :'Ria 
was a sheet and sad career^sarik.k.elneidates a 
moat perplexing but in tu 'e ati ng phnimanna In 
oar intdleetual struetnre He b^ rsosaved ^ 
advantages of tbe.hi^ and gcBepoua edfiavtun.of 
rarnhsidge rerried off the snadd-of'hli ymrt of 
whidi he ms^lhe Mcood wrangleiV.aad waa uasrciw 
aally aought and eanaaed in the bigbekt didsa of 
&ahioo and lettara. Hia repntatiaa.precedad bim 
at Madraa, ad kat aothug by croAsng the.ocfu. 
.Indaedt Ae aec egg oi audi a odroeate to Ae 

Supaoie Court waar boked forwaid to by the native 


bearBaael^?!(8|t4 
aome'digwi, 'Vv 

ent. 



.■:ddeas«> 
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•mton pvofrinoii «i t wm io^ ito h» 

tery. Di#^ iNtlAy brafaminy « neoddiir) n 
lyth Pilky m Paupkht far htffanffs medittte 
e bill bc4ogifig u aetin Id tlie courts 
ivbkh 'invdved a conidmble mii>—Im lai^age 
vii, ** itep till new Uw gentleman oome.^ He 
had acafody quitted the iDaaoolah4)oat that landed 
iiiin> hehn the attnniee rm to iMt him wit)i re* 
tainera Bua^bjb famine cf^miod was peculiarly 
lenative. Hope and fav of any kind were itimu- 
hoita that Mted too powerfully upon his eensorium 
to. leave his facultie% whJdr were naturally prompt 
aqd exdtaUe, their .healthy and unclouded opm- 
doo. All became tn a moment a conAiaed, diaotic 
darknees, succeeding to a quick tranaent iUumina* 
tioDy like th^ of li^tning. He saw the difficulty^ 
grasped it, subdued it i but ki an instant he per^ 
crived anothff darted upon him, till he 

became appalled, or, to use a more applicable 
phrase, ooesed, ahbougfa, in fact, the difficulties 
were vidoa^ as it w«, of bis own peculiar and 
tnorfaid perspicacity. Cases of this kind, we have 
been toM, by those who bsvw studied the irregu* 
larities of the hrtdkctua] iyitan> are by no means 
unfrequcnt , 

Tbe gieat case pending in the eowit, and, 
idiidi had been s n^ iended tiU Busbby's long- 




THE 9S1ICH AHA SAB Og imiA. 17j 

expected errivel, w«i tbe erigiutbg in the 
will of lyah PiUt^'t The ampunt of pr^ 

pertjr iofoleed is the imie wee immenae, compared 
to the fiUQM that ccoitUute the subjecu of 
our Westminiter-Hall UtigatiaDa. The prelimi* 
luty qucatioD waa of the greatest importance— 
whether the dispoaitum of property by teatamen* 
tary donaticm waa cooBonant to the Hindu law; 
and, after that* ^whether the Court would uphold 
(he peculiar bequcAs of that will, by which a large 
portion of the family pn^)erty waa diverted to the 
maintenance of a regiment of buy brebmins and 
their deaceodanta for ever ? Buabby waa retained 
against the will. He had a full week given him t 
but there waa such a mase of documents to be 
|)eru8cd, and the attorney w]w> prepared the brief 
had performed hia taak ao indoleotlyv that an older 
and cooler practitioiier would have been aadly per* 
plexed. Hewers, it waa aet down for bearing on 
the firat day of the iem^ and the whede aettlement 
waa in a bustle of expectadoo to bear a young 
lawyer, who had msed such tranacendant fcxpecta* 
tioa> in a cause which waa alao a putter of consi* 
derable interestt from the new and sii^ular points 
involved in the dedtimL Buahby foil this. It 
redoulda^ Jiu diligom to master the facts as well 
as the l^al points; sudden doddations shot across 
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him;—he coogntoUted himjwilf on venquiahing; 
the difficultiei that met bjiD;«but, a* he ad* 
vanced, new and etxll mm embarraaring ones 
started uphe endeaToured to wrestle with them; 
—be was overthrown in the struggle) and iblded 
up bis p^KTs in despair. His ^Mrtraents were in 
the Fort: he seems to have hung over his papers 
the greater part of the night preceding the day 
dxed for hearing the cau!«e. At gun-fire) Captain 
Thompaon) the town-majort tra\\pA under his win¬ 
dow on horseback, the bone-keeper leading another 
horse for Bushby, which Thompson had agreed to 
lend him for the monnog's ride. Duibby heard 
the call, and told his friend out of the window 
that he would be ready in a few minutes. Captain 
Thcrnipson waited more than twmty. The report 
of a pistol from Bushby's iqiartiuent startled him. 
He ran up, and found his unh^ipy friaid weltering 
in blood. 

Alexander Anstnitber (afterwards the Recorder 
of Bombay) and Manh divided the business of the 
Madras court between tbem. The former was an 
acute, persevering advocate, endued with a much 
more powerful faculty than that of verbal elo» 
qiiaKe^—a sly insinuatiDg mode of cairyhig the 
judge alcmg with himan art which, iOt'SlK l^g. 
run, began to defeat itadf, by putting the court on 
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ItB gu«rd igtittst hwiny.** tt Sir 

jamin SuHtui exprei^d hinM^, Into t dcckion* 
The great secret of the artiCce was an apparent 
conviction, adminbly co un tgfehed on the part of 
the ooonael, of the justice an4 truth of his own 
case. Much this was done hy a sort of 
which had its efliret!—ihrti^;tiig Ms ^louldcrs, or 
shaking hit head, as he turned round to still the 
anxieties of his client; at much asMying^*^ that 
is all true—but what is to be dme f—jou me, the 
court is agaiost us^I hare urged everything as 
strongly as I could—if they can reconcile it to thXr 
consciences, there's no help * Yet be was an ex> 
cdlent lawyer, and made a considerable Intone. 
At this time, Sir Thomas Strange was the diief^ 
justice; Sir Henry Gwillim and Sir Benjanifn 
Sulivan were the puisnes. Strange was courteous 
and mild, with a strong predilection for the natives. 
He was the only judge in India (Sir William JonA 
is always an exception) who studied Hindu law 
witii dillgenee. He adopted Sir John Aitstmther^s 
system of h<rfdh^ a private cutebeny to di^MMe 
of petty litigations, and contequOAtly^iocurred the 
ill-wlD of some pan of the p r oftstion. The better 
and libefal part did ho mi ae to the motives that 

tm 

It was rather in aimising ineideitt, whtdi 

iS 
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pened in open court, tftcr the Judgoi bad^ctne to 
the detenoiaAtiao of wearing wigs, in addidem to 
the cootutne which, in e^ery thing but the wig« was 
tbe^wdinary judicial dress. In Calcutta, where 
the climate is much hotter, each judge had his 
wig, and it was the duty of the court to preserve 
its dignity hy the exterior observances of the 
Bench, of which the wig had alw4ys been deemed 
an essential The reasoning of the chieA 

justice was conelusiwe with his brethren. The wigs 
were ordered from England, and in due course ar¬ 
rived, all carefully packed in boxes. Unluckily, 
the cock*roaches h»d found tbrir way into the wig* 
box of Sir Tbotnas Strange, and fed, much to their 
satirfactioD, upcm eed fide of it Unfortunately, 
after the judges had seated thanielTes, each with 
hit new wig, the hdn gnawed by die v<mciou& in¬ 
sects began to make way tot Sir Thomas's ears, 
which, 10 a fow minutes, were visible through them. 
The laughter that ran through the court having 
attracted his attentkm to the drcumstance that af* 
forded so muth amuaeaMni—in a mmnent, qff wmi 
the wig indiffnantly over the beads of the protbo* 
notary and his clerks, upoo the area of the court. 
The exatn^e of the chief^justice was instantly fol¬ 
lowed by the other judges, and, one by opOf like a 
leash of partridges, the three wigs flew across and 
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lighted ^OB the floor. Thie Uidiaoue drairnttBooe 
80 completdy unhinged Sir ThomBSi thit he ad¬ 
journed the court till the ibUowii^ day» tot it 
was ibund impoMble to hudi the mcrriinait it 
occaaioned.* 

To thoee who att deairoua of piwtiflng at the 
Indian bar, which ia now unmtrietedl; opm to all 
adventurer!, a few hinta and admonitkm! may be 
acceptable. In the firat place, th^ great tree of 
litigation, which once put forth ao nuioy branchea, 
laden with gold mohura and rupeea, ia decayed to 
it! trunk. The cauaea, in which queatiaoi of large 
'property arose, have been diapoaed ot^ or aettled by 
the ruin of one or other of the paiti p e'-Dot un- 
frequently of the aucceaafu! coe. Nor ii it likdy 
that that decayed trunk will ever put fortli any 
more ahoot& At Madras and Bombay, the proiils 
of the bar may emphatically be aaid to be extinct. 
Yet there will be, for aome time, a petty race of 
causes litigated, out of which feet will be extracted; 
but even these are dwindling every day into inaig- 
niflcance. Let him, therefore, who has come to the 
reiolutioci of quitting home, and dl the*endearmcntH 

* lAii necdoU «ii treated tfj a eprra^ondem u a mere to- 
ticQ i bat the writer (wbo vw a bemter ef tbe eowt.wbere tbe 
incident occurred) awcrted ha aceertqr, doubtioa marelr vbetber 
* tbe wif«fcie jtidae ww Sb Tboflaaa Btviiige oe Sir Benjtmie 
Sttiifift. 
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and blfawngB that word iroplies, be admooiihed 
that he ineun tboee fearful eacriiicee without any* 
thing approximating to the certainty, by any dTort 
of talent or indoetry^ of making a ibrtuoe. There 
will be another illuitntion of the predous free-trade 
ayetem in the Supreme Courts. The bar of each 
prestdency will be orerstocked, for Westminster 
Hall will throw off her overSowingi to the rarious 
colonial bars of Great Bntaio, and tbooe who can 
pay thdr outfit, allured the splendid accumula* 
tions that within the last fifteen years have daazled 
and astonished us with the profeaoonal profits of 
India, will find their way thitber~but, in a climate 
where nature has morn wants, and requires isore 
fondling and indulgence, than in any other, will 
exchange their dreams of affluence for privation 
and penury. If, however, these ftwebodings should 
not dissuade him from the adventure, he would do 


wdl to devote himsdf to that part of his profes* 
sional studies, which will make him an expert, con- 
(dae draughtsman in Equity. Rejecting all qMdal- 
pleading nicetiea, let his labours be assiduously di* 
rected to that which special^pleading ought to be 


and essentially is, a system of law logic, or an ana* 
lyttcal method of l^al reasoning, whereby all con* 
trovmies are Iwougfat to the quickest isnie. He 
ought to study the law as a science, not as an art; 
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to'be oonvm«Bt with it m tt» piimitiTe elements 
«nd its mott gcnavl pt^neiplM; Abov« alli to 
habitual fc a twap U upon hit temper. If the 
ecringa of ihii delicate iwtnimenl be liable to be 
put out of tune by every breath of wind* if he if 
nicely aenahive to ad^ont and tranamute fax>cied 
grievaneea into real ooaa««4at him atay at home. 
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Sir 8 T—the most irritable of God^s 
creaturefl, under aome maJicioua influence of his 
hcmwcope^ was appointed AdTocate-gencrol at 
Madras, from a soug obscure practice in the Court 
of Chancery. With too large a share of his own 
good <^nion, he bad been l^ig laying up fat him¬ 
self a vast store of nKHrificatioos, that were for ever 
annoying him in after-life. The diip,—that epitome 
of all the persecutioos hj which vanity can be tor¬ 
mented,—the school where pride receives its most 
Haiutary lesaons,~that nest in which broods of 
annoyances are aigendered from hour to hour,*— 
that Pandora's box withwt hope at its bottom,— 
nearly fretfetf him to dissolution. During the 
whole of tbe voyage, be was haunted by the furies 
of Orestes. The torments of Sisyjdius, Ixion, and 
Tantalus seemed combined to league hinL He 
occupied a portico of tbe round-ho u s e - thateoviable 
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part of the veaael under the poop, whete tht 
quacking of ducki and cackling of fowls murdered 
hU sleep so barbarously, that it was aa much as 
poor Lady T—could do to prevent bis running 
on deck naked. And then came the accursed 
Saturnalia of passing the Line. Tbe fretful man 
might have been exempted from bit share in the 
farce at the tiif^ng expense of a little rum or 
tobacco. But be stood upon the 8 $^mmum Jus, 
It seemed as if he had a constituticmal pcHOt to 
defend—and he defended it moat stoutly, till 
Neptune, seizing him in tbe midst <d the argument, 
delivered him over without bail or mainprue to his 
mynnidons, who gave him a qweimen oi their 
strigit he did not soon forget. 

It was most axDusiog to bear hia squabblet witli 
the captain on pmoU of law—the skipper being 
<ine of that not uncommem marine race, who imagine 
that, to command a Company's ship, implies the 
poasesrion of a cyclopsdiaof all human knowledge. 
The lawytf waa no match for him even on points of 
law; and, to make the comedy complete, the pas¬ 
sengers always emeumd with the captain. In 
short, T—, with his irritable nerves, perpetually 
tortured by the ordinary noises of a ship, and frv- 
^uently by the sistfoordmarg anes^ invented for 
the purpoae of pishing hna^ led a terrible life ofei. 
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At Madras, somethti^ vas for ever happening to 
disturb the knight^s sereni^. Precedoice was a 
thorn in bis side. Was a meober of councirs lady^ 
untitled, to walk to the dining-room before his own, 
with a title F Ibe question was sometimes warmly 
debated. Pdiaw said the dvilian^s lady, what 
is a knighthood ? My fishoHMiger received the dis- 
tinctioa only a few day > before L left England P 
Such were the exasperations that fidgetted the poor 
Adroeate-genetal from morn to dewy eve. In 
court it was still worse. He could not get his wit- 
nesses to come to tbe pcint, or the interpreter never 
gave correctly itiiat th^ swm. If he fdl into a 
passiao, his clients freed tbe w o rs e for it. The 
counsd opposed to him toOk advantage of his iniir- 
mity by some intentional oftnoe to his vanity, ever 
00 the watch for afironts ;«oiid thus, with a 
culdvited mind, a thorough knowledge of hii 
profemm, and parts cooaideTably above the average, 
he became almost useless to himself and others; 
and in that hot climate, where petty vesations are 
real torments, the ** o^er-mpmed tenement of day^ 
proved too feeble for the wear and tear of tbe 
temper that inhiditted it 

There is this important distinctioD between tbe 
Englidi and the Anglo-Indian bars, that, in tbe 
one, the ipreeeoce of a numerous prnfrsaioi i al body,— 
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irfiere, to vm Qnft more then danicil deemptioD 
of Westmimter Hall} 



it A perpetual check upA the intempcnoce oi the 
judges; wheftsi> at Uie cotocual birii e restricted 
aumber of practitioDgi» aod e most seaoty atten* 
dance of mfkt them to pUy their pranks 

with iiDpunity.. Nothing dertroys t^ equilibrium 
of weak miDdi so much as judieial authmty. In 
that office, insoleoce is sure tp kttp due pace with 
ign<»toce;'»«or is there m mom oeT' 

tain, than that the two qua£^Sef are a)wa,rj fouad 
to be in equal quaqti^ What stu^ aqaaUjlw 
with the local gum ahnitt jonadi^ioa and 

iU boundaries, hae<|^^ jj j ntfdw r wi, boffing in 
the sopreoN courts, from tame to time, |iace their 
first ioBtituticm I The oaae.of Mnrn Haiwpftbj it 
the Bombaj court, waa a £K«mile of 
the Calcutta onurt in 1776 . Sir 'Mward West 
bequaadted his shasa-in; the diascniion t^^ J<dtn 
Oranti wboae notioos tiF the omnipotwace of ■ hii 
court were to the full aa infiatedi as (hose of his 
predeoeanr. Grant was removed Atm bis office, 
after long diacuariooa in the Privy Council 
, But Sir Edward Weat was a tbom in the side of 
the Company's civil swants, with about a sooratiof 
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yfhom he hid contrifad to quirrety-^four grand 
jttriei in tuceeacoD, consiadog of Europeu reridenU 
aa respectable aa himielf«*»tbe editcwi of all the 
tiierapipera,*iADd all the banisters of his ovn 
court This person became Recorder in 1883. In 
his first chirge/he flung out the niost virulent eeiu 
sores upon his predecessor! arWtrarily dismissed 
from a high office in his *^urt, an Individual of the 
most unsullied integric> aod splendid talents, the 
aeo-in^law of Sir James Mackintosh—^d silenced 
the wheie bar, the Company's Advocate-general 
included, for six months, because they jmEented a 
respectful memorial to him upon a case in which 
their own rights aod the establiBhed practice of the 
court had been violated* He was a most indefati¬ 
gable and accomplidied scold, and richly deserved 
the cuekin^iool awarded by the good old common- 
law of England to wom^ of ungovernable tongues. 
The spiritlesi demeanour of the barristers on the 
occasbn just mentioned was not very creditable to 
the profession« whose independence was wounded by 
that dtameful abuse of authority.* 

^ ^Mgr^ prsd ii aed s wma Mcnce of ftr Edwsnl 
tVs«t, in the paMfesdan frocn wbnet tlie« pnpsfs m taken, 
which proT<ikMl en SMsHsot of Ibe jndae to TiDdicsts the joftice 
of ^ sbove description. Tlw costrorenj ii too ioof for inier- 
tkm. 
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. In.EiigUBd(« hothtBciBd-^iidgB ot tliis kiad 
VBuld be ipoD brought data to • cooler teiB* 
pnature. Not only u thote the Mlutary ratniot 
« Bumeroua ber, tincUiRd with tlwMiaeleuwg, 
end tremUing^y. alive to tb«r oofnewn profcMonal 
hoKHir, but there is e public out of doors, attii^ 
os a court of review upou the oeodiict axtd opinions 
of the judges. Ip India, there is no public. Some 
iialf-dosen voioeS) faintly querulous, Ijke the chirp*, 
ing of grasehof^MTS to the ftm, may be beard if 
any thing flagitious is done or attcnpud. But 
what is this to the roar of eensttfc hmn the press, 
echoed from paper to paper, as thunder from hUl 
to hill ? It is this houriy cagniBance of all that 
passes in our courts that keeps the judges to their 
good behaviour,—«nd the wigs (f five bandied 
barristers would bristle with indignation at such 
antics as ware played by Sir Edward West upmi 
his little bar at Bcanbay. In India, a banister 
must lead an iodiflereat tifc of it, if the bench make 
what is called a dead set at him. It that 
instances of this kind bavehaj^media We^ioster 
Hall, though very rarely. Lord Keiyoe had con* 


ceived a itnmg antipathy to Law (afbvwards Lord 
£Ueeborough},aDd' Law made a most happy appli- 
yft rioQ of a passage in Virgil to dus circumstaoce. 
Replying to a smart speech of Enkine. he perceiypd 
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that Kmjoo and At rett of the court manifested 
ttroiig iyroptoma of bring sdrene to hii client. I 
fear qdC,** be laid, ** the artful K^^triei of my 
friend) Mr. Ertkine.^ Then) turning first to the 
counsel) ud next to the judgea, he exclaimed) with 
great emphariS) 

Norn mim termi 

ISeUpftmt 2XmtmTmi,Mf\ooid^U%my9n)Jum\hitii, 

It ia ixicalculfible wbat itiisriuef an insolent judge 
may do to an advocate in India. It matten Jittle* 
m Westminster Hall, whether a man in full bud* 
neu be a favourite with the court or not. tor 
many yearS) the whole court of Cing'e Bench set 
thrir faces agrinst Manyat) and treated him almost 
with pmoD^ Gontumriy; yet he accumulated a 
vast fortune and is suf^MMsd to have died the 
richest lawyer that England has known. KoW) a 
hundr^th part of the same systematic iHiberality 
towards a member the bar in Indta, would be 
death to him* The nativca have a ronarkaUy 
keen scent in dteae matters, and would not confide 
in him. They would act in conformity to a Mef 
^llogismJudge not give master sugaivworda; 
judge give suguNWords to court«'lawyer on ^her 
ride; therrfore master will loae cauie.^ And a 
moiw hel{^C8S beh^ tban an unemployed counsel in 
India cannot be iniagioed. Let this be duly weighed 
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by the EnglUi btitittir W pays hitpituge- 
money or bNpaJffs bU $ fer, if be rite witb 
hit handi bdbre bim, at Oalditta or Madras with 
nothing to do but to gase with liedett vicucy cn 
the flgura the Hod and unkom in the king'# amu 
that hang over the beDcb> there ti no odier depMt* 
m^t into whidihe otn tbruit Umeelf. In the mean 
titne> he mt«#f ljve,*-*4hou^ many would i^ily 
answer him, as Cardinal Richelieu joswered the 


poet that sadriaed hiiHt Je he voU poe te neoasnV^; 
—and in that country, a mere subsistace absorbs 
what would be dscmed a4derable income at home. 


What then is to be done P 


ptfmad rm 0 w9SamUfimiL 

He roust run over head tod ears in dd>^; and, in 
that dimote, the aaziedee of bang m debt will 
bring him to the grave eoooer than if the wbolf 
tribe of European maladiea bad beset him* Death 
has not prompter roiiastcn in India than grief aod 
desponden^. It is no uncommoo thing,, and phy<- 
riologists may es]daui it« br an individud there to 
sink under a twenty-four hours* fit of vexadoiL 
Ponder this wd), you that, stung iritb diaappoinU 
roeot or dok with pR>traeted bops, give flrpro the 
)mk bench at the eeurt, to tW daily<-Fecurring 
quedicQ of tbe chief justiee, Any thing to move 
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fir ?** th* ddly-ffgurring ^ Nothing, ny 

lovd,* aod dMtt irMi « ohiHed heart and 

brMesa poritet to jeor hooMhat chambera. Dre a m 
aot(tf fljiog frn the mibee af fortune to the bar 
of ladia. N<>-»iMg jour tattered gown to ka hat 
mgoobUe aad piece juur ehoee, worn to the 
▼erj Hither^ bj jov we ai j pilgriouge to a thank* 
lees Arine. There is ^>0 man that hai not eonte 
snag corner ia his mind* te'whidi hope retires and 
dreams of the fotare. A sodden gleam maybreak 
throng the murky cloud that falackans your bori* 
son—*a lucky Aiilef may foU unexpectedly into 
your lap; <xr pcobahly you have under your lee 
Kxne land fricDd to ministtf delicately and 
prompdy to your needor a widow, with a com¬ 
fortable jdntnre, saay not be deaf to your vows. 
How absurd, then, to ti w u w away all these Bolling 
pnfoabiHties! To d^se may be added (takmg it 
for g r ante d yc^i m a Whig, and have bawled loud 
foe tba Bdeitn Bill), foat there is a constant sue- 
oesrini of commisMBs, gndoudj provided hy a 
WUg govt»flMB^ ia fdacesef refbge for destitute 
hantit a r s,^aBd asay not one of these Ml to your 
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lot, and kit'TQU jmff tf ^ Aad your 

collcagimi dim ^ maounioiien, will 

but procttd ilowiy aM Mmidf to your dutkt? 
How mudit better Co bibak«l iwaboC 

Utfid-wiiid wirh »o^ fcwer elMaeni ' mil, iMeed 
of jeur feir nd flit widow« wMi W j^wteniMw 
ia the tbree pm to nmiy a km, Ui^g, 

iniipid creature,,fitted out far tbe market with a 
ragged anortawot of boardift g eehool aoeoaiplkh* 
meoU, and of lioen from a raadj-made dnp, or 
turning up her thin noee at your prNmiopi, be> 
cauK you are not in the Utt of the a%<6ter. 

Madrae baa, upon the wbol^ been better offer 
judges (has Bombay; but <»<% at leaet, die Bom¬ 
bay bench w« splendidly adorned Sir Jimci 
Mackintoah, a name dear to kttera and philosophy, 
waa no lawyer, in the naiTOw-miafied eeiue of 
word; he waa iiNm,^and, far a cokmiat jw^e, 
much better—far be waa guided by the clear ipMt 
of the law, wUdi retecCe a nmh b rig hter Ugh^ 
than tbe twinklaig taper d ita kttea. * Mild and 
lenient alooaf to a defaot in the admicnetraCMa of 
the cariminal law (far thm waa but one iLtanwi rfk 
capital puniahtaant dumg hia wbde reoordcnddp), 
at Nid Ff im hr wba g oremed by dmes^general 
priadplee of equity which aljrays lead to a riabt 
coDcIuaioo. Tbe iaafa ia)|^ be agmntt him i but 
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ibe hook ol emI the eoit aatmdent to and 

supenedmg dl tpecul-pkadiog MibdotM, were for 
him.. He waa UmestiMy thrown awaj on luch a 
•ockty M that cf Bombay. Accuatomed to lead in 
iht coDTertadoQi of the convereatioiMien of the 
iiKtropoUa»-^^eh a» Sharpe, lU^cra, Dumont,^ 
be found himaalf traneplanted amongst those who 
afforded a sad and Utter contr^. It waa like 
GoiKbe's oal^planti^ \»itb its giant fibres, com* 
prened within the dimenakai d a fiower^pot. On 
the third day after his arrival, moat fordMy was be 
mninded of the contrast, when one of the members 
of the council, the oMversatKNi turning upcm qua- 
drupedi, turned to him and inquired, what waa a 
quadruped f It was the same sagadous Scdoinon 
(the writer baa often heard Mackintosh relate tbe 
anecdote), whoasked him f<wthe loan of some boUc, 
in which he could find a good account of Julius 
Cmsar. Haekintoah jocosely took down a volume 
of liord ClarcfMkn'a Hitfory of the Rebellion, in 
which mentioD is made of a Sir Julius Cmr, 
I^Iaster of the Bolls in the tinse of Charlea tbe 
First The wiaeaciw actually took tbe book home 
with him, and after some days brought it back to 
Sir Jamea, remarkiDg that be was disappointed on 
finding that the hook r efe rred to Julius Cmsar 
• tobaiNMatiBaorSMce^SAVHmlet 
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Qfilj^ SB a lawyer, without the slightest mention of 
his military exploits! 

No exile ever det^cred hia lot rkm^ feelingly than 
Sir James Mackintosh. In a letter I received from 
him, after breathing sofoe complaints of his banish¬ 
ment, he says, " Turn to Ckerb's Epistles. See 
how elaborately, and with what common-place to- 
)>ics, he consoles his friends, Trebatius^ Sestius, 

4 

Tiaranius, in their exiles. To another he says, 
pro amore nostro, rego atque oro, te coWj^s, otftm- 
que preebeae. Yet, when it came to his own turn, 
see how effeminately be laments the kws of Rome, 

4 

and the intercourses in which he lived there with 
the wise and accomplished ewnaments of the state! 
My friends dole out the same consedations to me. 
Were they here, , they would frd the iusuffidency 
of all such topics to administer genuine conso- 
ladoQ.^ * 

He was rendered for some time uncomfortable 
through his having given offeooe to the merc a ntile 
part of the Bombay community) by %hat they 
thought too rigid ah interpreUtmi of tfaeorderti 
in council then in force, having eondedtned a ship 
and cargo with costs; and thor opinion of that 

4 

adjudication was expressed without mudi delicacy 
pr rewrve. He was subject to certain Parson 
Adams-like habits of fo^ecfulnsss of common 
VOL. I. K 
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things mbA klier preset and this brought 
Ho«m upoQ bin no alight ahare of taunt and ridi¬ 
cule. It happened, m his anivai at Bombay, that 
there waa no house ready for his reeeptkm, and it 
would be a fortnight before a residence in the Fort 
could be prepared for hun. Mr. Jonathan Duncao, 
the governor of the {residency, therefore, with great 
kindness, offered his' ga'^dca-bou^, calUxl Sana 
Pareilj fiir the iempora -tf aectmimodatiooi of Sir 
James and his foDtilj. But months and incHitbH 
ikpsed, till a tvelvmoilth hod actually revolved; 
Mackintosh and his wife, during all this time, 
f^iund ^kemsrives so comfortable in tbpir quarters, 
that tlic^ forgot completely the limited tenure on 
which they held them, appearing by a singular 
illu.Hion not to have the slightest Huspicion of 
Af r. Duncan's proprietorship, Dotwithstaoding some 
pretty mtelHgiUe hints on the subject from that 
gentleman, but communiqited with his usual 'deli- 

I ^ 

iracy and politeneas. At IM, poUteneas and deli¬ 
cacy were out <^tha question, and the poor governor 
was driven to the necessity of taking forcible pos- 
settioD of'^his own pn^)erty. This was partly 
indolence, partly abaebce of mind, on .the part of 
Sir James. He was coastitutkmaUy averse to 
every sert of eseftson, and especially that of 
quitting any place where be found himself com- 
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forlable. Before be ^ent out to IpdiO) he m»dt a 
trip into Scotland with his lady ; and having taken 
up hie ifoode for the ni^t at an inn in Perth* 
((hire, not far frian the beautiful park of the late 
Lord Melville, then Mr. Dundaa, aent a requeet to 
Ladj JaneDundaa (Mr. Dundae being abaent) for 
pcrmiMioii to aee the houae and grounds, which 
was most civilly granted. Mr. Dundaa being ex* 
pected in the evening, her ladyship p^tely pressed 
them to stay to dinner, and to paas the night, their 
accommodations at .the iitn not being of the hrst 
description. Mr. Dundaa returned the same day, 
and, tiiough their politics were as adwse as pp»* 
sible, was so charmed with the variety of Mackin* 
tosh's convemtim, that he requested his guerts to 
prolong their visit for two or three daya So 
liberal, however, was the mter|wetati(m they put 
upon the invitatm, that the two ot Uuee days wen* 
protracted into aa mmy montbsy duruig wfaicli 
every species of hint was most ineflectually given, 
till thdr hosts told them, with mtpy pnlite apolo- 
gies, that they expected visitori and a numerous 
reliuue, and could therefore no ^ceoamo- 

date Mr. and Mrs. Mackintosh. 

These eccentricities wow ^Kcks upon a most 
^brilliant and catimable chanettf, and Unj are such 
as have frequently been seen in die man of genius 
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and letters. Nature is too thrifty in her gifts to 
heap all kinds of excellences in one sbining mass, 
but, like A skilful artist, sobers her colours with 
siiades and tints that soften without blackening the 
eflect. Of these eccentricities, volumes might be 
collectedbut they are painful matters of remem* 
bnmee to those who lotted the kindness of his heart, 
and revered the depth his koowlodge. It is 
not, pcrh^)s,•generally k.nmn, tiiat hin forte whh 
luetafdiysica In societies, where he could he un* 
(lemtcxx!, he difTused himself over those perjilexeci 
siibjocts of inquiry, with an earnestness of expres¬ 
sion and a warmth of eloquence, that shewed the* 
delight he took in them. Such was his perspicuity 
and powers of Ulustnitioii, that tliey no longer 
winned perplexed, but flowed from his lips as 
luminous and beautiful truths. In the very teeth 
of I^ocke and Condillac, he deduced the ga^at 
maxims of moral philoaophy from the moral sense 
in9e{)anibly connected with the structure of mind, 
and our natural perceptions of good and ill. Never 
were metaphydcal hypotheses more clearly illus¬ 
trated by the laws of our moral nature, than in the 
tmtise which be published in the supplementary 
volume of the Encyclopaedia Britannica. It Mrill 
remain an enduring monument of perspicuity of< 
argument and elegant discourse. Upon these sub- 
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jecti he was not only more ccmnitent in hia 
deductions‘hut cocnprened aod energetic in 
reaaocuRg, than Dugild Stewart 

Well does the writer remember his kcturen 
on the Law of Nature and Nations delivered in 
LincolnVInn Hall, in 180S. The preliminary 
discourse (now out of print, but well worth re-pub< 
lishing) is a complete surv^, as a great extent 
<if country is viewed from a commanding eminence, 
<if a vast and various subject. Tlie sketch of 
Grotius if a perfect model of that kind of writing. 
Every l)ody admires it as a specimen of elocjuence, 
but as a tliscriminating and ingenious apology for 
the pedantry which it has been the fashion toolge(*t 
to that great jurist, its merita have been overlooked. 
The perpetual appeals of Grodua to tlie poets, 
philosophers, and dramatic writings of the ancients, 
are wont to appear to superficial thinkers super¬ 
fluous as illustrations, and useleM as authorities. 
Yet this multifarious dtation from dramatists and 
poets was in strict subsnwience to his design, 
which was that of shewing the unioerso/ sense of 
mankind as to the great principles of moral obliga- 
tion. He appealed to the poets, because iEschylus, 
Sophocles, and Euripides, whose province was 
^ general nature, could not stray into the pantd<ncea 
in which philosophers bewilder themseives, but 
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were tied down to tlie obsOTance of thoee laws 
which gorem the ajmpathies of mankind in all 
Hgea and countries I cannot resiit the temptation 
of tramcribing the following passage 

So great ii the uncertainty of posthumous repu¬ 
tation, and BO liable is the fame, even of the greatest 
men, to be obscured by those new fashions of 
thinking and writing, whit ^ succeed each other w> 
rapidly among polished nr turns, that Grotius, who 
filled so large a space in the eyes of his contooipcv 
raries, is now, perhaps, known to some of my readers 
only by nan)e. Yet, if wc fairly estimate both his 
endowmt'ntB and his virtues, we may justly consider 
him ns one of the most memorable men who have 
done honotir to modem times. He combined the 
<iischarge of the most important duties of active 
and public life, with the attainment of that exact 
and various learning, which is generally the portion 
only of the recluse student. He was distinguished 
as an advocate and a magistrate, and he composed 
the most valuable works on the law of his own 
country; he was almost equally celebrated as an 
historian, a scholar, a poet, and a divine, a dirinte- 
resied statesman, a philosc^ical lawyer, a patriot 
who united moderation with firmness, and a theo¬ 
logian who was taught candour by his learaiog.^ 
With amgular merit axHl singular fidkity, he 
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pmer?ed a life so bUmelesft, Uiat in times of the 
most furious civil and rriigious facdoO) the aagadty 
ot fierce end acute advenaries was vainly exerted 
to discover a stain in his charaettf. It was his fate 
to be exposed to the severest tests of human virtvie; 
hut such was tlie happy temperature of his mincl* 
that be was too firm to be subdued by adversity, smi 
too mild and hynest to be provoked to violence by 
injustice. Amidst all the hard tri^s and galling 
vexations of a turbulent political life, he never once 
deserted lus friends when they were unfortunate, 
nor insulted his enanies when they were w*eab. 
Unmerited exile did not damp lus patriotism; thi* 
Inttemess of controversy did not extinguish his 
charity. He was just even to his persecutors, and 
faithful to his ungra'^.cful country.^ 

Mackintosh's lectures at LincolnVIno Hall were 
well attended. Canning never missed one of them. 
Romilly, Scarlett, Fonblanque, Richard' Sharpc\ 
Butler, vfote attentive listeners. Old Hargrave 
admired them, though fast asleep during the greater 
part of tlicm. It is remarkabte, tiiat he made 
profuse acknowledgments to a voluminous work, 
then little read, and reposing undisturbed <mi the 
shelves of the booksellm, the Light of Nature, * 

* PubliibeU in 17t6 in n voIdims. It was fe-pubiUhed in 
ISOS bf tbs kts Sir Hsrrr MUdmaf, theuihpr*i brother.in«l*w. 
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by Search> a fictitious name aasumed by Tucker. 
Of this book, the leading characteristic is its perpe¬ 
tual play of illustration from all subjects, high or 
low; the drawing-room and the kitchen, the parlour 
and the stable. The1>ook rose instantly in price, 
and in a short time disappeared. But two or three 
of the most eloquent and impressive discourses 
were aimed at the refutation of Godwin^ Poliiicat 
Jusfice^^a work ^dxium .’:g in moral paradoxes 
<»f the most revolting kind. I shall never forgii 
the effect prudiu'ed on his auditors, in spite of the 
most inliannonious of all accents and the most 
ungraceful of all manners, when lie animadverted 
on tliat port of Godwin's book, which decried the 
moral beauty and obligaticm of gratitude. lu fact, 
Godwin had the merit, or tlie d«nerit, of founding 
the modem school of Utilitarianismand Mackin¬ 
tosh's reasonings might be applied as an unanswer¬ 
able confutation of the Jeremy Benthamism of the 
present day. At this lecture, Godwin himself was 
present, and stood the fire with most unflinching 
fortitude. 

During Sir James Mackintosh's Recordorship, a 
siugular incident occurred. Two Dutchmen having 
sued fur debt two British officers, Lieutenants 
Maeguire and Cauty, these officers resolved to 
waylay and assault them. This was rather a re- 
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tK>lve made in a drunken excitement^ than a de«> 
liberate puipuse. Fortunately, the Dutchmen 
pursued a different route from that which they had 
intended, and they prosecuted the two officers for the 
offence of laying in wait with intent to murder. 
Tlioy were found guilty, and brought up for judg* 
inent. Previous to his pronouncing judgment, 
h(»wevcr, Sir James received an idtimation that the 
priaonors had conceivetl the project of shooting him 
us he sat on the bench, and that one of them had 
for that purpose a loaded piHtol in his writing-desk. 
It is remarkable, that the intimation did not induce 
him to take some precautions to prevent ii$ exccu* 
tion,—^t any rate, not to expose himself needlessly 
to aMu&sination. On the contrary, the circumstance 
only su|^;e8ted the following remarks; I have 
bden credibly informed, that you entertained the 
desperate project of destroying your own Kves at 
that bar, after having previously destroyed the 
judge who now addresses you. If that murdefous 
project had been executed, I should ha>*e hitf\ t)ie 
first British judge who ever stained with his blood 
the seat of justice. But 1 can never die bettiT than 
in (lie tiischarge of my duty.** All this eloquence 
might have been spared. Maeguire submitted to the 
judge's inspection of lus writing*desk, and shewed 
him that, though it contained two pistols, neither 

X S 
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of them was charged. It i§ supposed to hare been 
a hoax,—m highly mischie^'ous one, indeed;—but 
the statement was primd fncie so improbable, that 
it was absurd to ^ve it the ali^test credence.* 

It is well known* that Sir James Mackintosh 
)iad ccHitcmplated a history of England, beginning 
with the Kevolution of 1G88, down to Uic first 
events of the Revolution in F^’oiiee.^ Such a work, 
conceived by a philoaophicu aiiad, and executed 
after much patietit research by so complete a intu^ 
ter of rhetoric, would have been an invaluable 
accoMion to that department of our literature. He 
had made considerable preparations fur the task, 
having consulted many rare liooks, and the corre^ 
pondcncc in particular of the English and French 
courts, deposited in the King*8 library at 
From these manuscripts, though Fox had 
the ground befene liim, he would undoubtedly have 
extractetl more ample illustration of the intrigues 
(nick-named policy), that preceded and followed 
the memorable evi*nt, than Dalrymple and Mac- 
pherson appear to have done with equal o|>portu« 
nitica But he listened to U>e syren-semg of indo. 
lence; that master-vice of great minds overpowered 
his resed^xa, and though a vast affluence of materials 
surrounded him, and the most sploidid remunera- 

* See Addidossl Note to tbi« chapter. 
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tion was propoaed to him hy tlie LongmanHi the 
diligent prwecutkm of it waK deferredhe 
accepted the Record^ship of Uunihay. In the lot- 
ter period of hU life, iodoed, he 8Up|>liiHl Dr. Lord* 
ner^tt Calnnci Cyclop<rdia with three roUnnefl of n 
History of KngUnd, of which the first only necins to 
hove received the dHiberate UHiches of his liaiul. 
But that >*olume alone is by &r the l)est com¬ 
mentary extant on tlie early constitution of England. 
As the work advances, it betrays iustuicvs of iiaste 
and inadvertence, which would probably have hwn 
avoided, had lie written for fame rather tlian the 
exigency of the moment. If to what Sir J aim's 
Mackintosh dtrf, could lie addl'd whut he miy/U 
have dof^e^ be would deserve to bi* placed amongst 
the gri'atcst men, wIk> have done honour to politi* 
Sbt er». He was too fine ami etherial a Hubatanci* 
to work up into a Iawyer,~ccrUunly a working 


* lie executed, it k true, eome portion of it, but not fortlif 
public eye. It begin with Junes Um Second, but broke off ir tbe 
tnnsler uf tlie Crown to Uie i*rlnee of Onnge. Tills Juik been 
published, with i coctkiuatkw, resraUing SU Jemes MsekiNtOkb 
in minner end spirit, le much v PreinsherDius did Livy ur Tsri. 
lus, whoso lest books he uieupted to supply, 'fhe I'onijuunlor 
profesees biaeoU to be one of those who undcrvslue thefreti 
tnnsectiuns of the Eefolution. r«ice be to fcucb politieuuis! 
But it would bsve been ss well, bed he sbeuiatd from en sttempt 
to eoatinue i work, conceived by one who was evowedJy end em- 
plustkeUy s Whig of the Rerolutiofu 
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Uvyer. It wos quite imurung to ice him cooducU 
lag A nm-pfiui cAuac» and addrenin^a common 
jury) on the Norfcdk drvuit. * There wai lo Innate 
H habit of gHieralisalkm in hit mode of contidering 
every qucetion pit^XHioded to him, that he tome- 
timee overlooked the dctaiU themtelvee from which 
that generaliaatiun wat deduced. He fired, there* 
fore, over the faeadt of a jury, coantting chiefly of 
farmert, who, taking no oogia^aMe of elevated and» 
IttUthed diction, were oileii at a lott to compre* 
bend what he wat talking about. 

At 1 am admonished by the limits of this ar* 
ticl^ tliat the sketdKs I have already given may 
lie deemed in tome sort episodical, 1 return to 
Madras, and, A«Dodeua-like, exhibit to the 
reader a character moat disnndlar to that whiph 
hat been just sketched. Sir F— tucceeAld 
to the vacancy on the bend) of the Supreme 
Court occasioned by the resignation of that 
amiable CMture, Sir Benjamin SuUvan,—-the moet 
kind4)farted and hospitable of mankind. This 
Sir had acted at the Company't Advocate 

at Calcutta, but had little or no employment ex¬ 
cept in hit official capadty. He was generously 
bestowed upon Madras during the Cutlereagh ad* 
ininistratioQ, his brother having been an ofasequiois 

fKmf laAlltuilSAVl 
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taryship in Ireland. Through ihU diannd^^fio 
other reason for Che appointment hu ever liecn 
suggested»*4ie found himedf on the seat of justice. 
Most unhappily, he arrived just after the discon* 
tent of the coast army had been extinguislted, and 
when the minds of the misguided but honourable 
men, whom the pertinacious, self-willed policy of 
fiarluw had goaded into it, had b^n to be com* 
|Kwd, and tbe amnesty ofLordMin^ had restored 
something like the former state of tranquillity. Still 
there YiM the tossing and swell of the waves, as 
after a sComi. It was at this juncture that he 
delivered hts first charge to Ute grand jury; 
and though Txwd Mintons amnesty had expressly 
deprecated all retrospective animadvermoii, 
had the good taste and delicacy to cal! the gallant 
high-minded officers, many of whom have since 
attained the higheat honours of the service, traitors 
and rehehf not without a half^uppresscd regret 
that they had not been cmvictcd and punidiud for 
treason. What a specimen of judkjal prudence! 
The charge did infinite misdiief in the settlement. 
It unchained the animositiet bf party, and set fa¬ 
milies and individuals together by the ears,—un¬ 
doing in effect all that had been done by a course 
of conciliatory and healing measures, wisely though 
too tardily adopted. Again frieodships cooled,-^ 



divtakniB and factions intersected the whole surface 
of society, and the ju<lgc succeeded to'the utmost 
extent of his %rishcs in tnakin^t private life bitter* 

Yet Sir F— was afterwards removed to 

the Calcutta bench, having kept the seiUctneiU in- 
hot water for several months, by getting up ad- 
dresHcs to Barlow after his recall, and pniposing 
invidious toasts at public d**inefii, >vantonly awak¬ 
ening the megiory of past grievances, that Wi*n* a>» 
yet imperfectly healed. 

About this time. Sir E^lnioiHl Stanley urrivtHl, 
as a puisne judge. Oh ! for the pen of Fielding to 
trace the native humour, the genuine simplicity, 
thu quaintness and oddity, of this excellent and 
amiable bring ! But as the mention of tliia well- 
read lawyer, but at the same time a man the 
credulous, and ludicrously unversed in the afikars 
of common life, unftilds a series of anecdotes, ami 
as much still remains to he said of the Anglo- 
Indian bar, which will be found, 1 trust, nrithcr 
unamusing nor devoid of instruction, 1 r ese rve it tta 
fitting matter for another chapter. 
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AdpItjwal Nort to Gha?. II. 

Some time eftef the Appeanoce of thii paper, a cmn* 
municitien mu aent to, and pobliahed in, the AHatic 
froQi one of these gentlemen, Mr. Cautyi now 
end Adjutant in the Demerara Militia, and 
Advocate and Proctor at George Town, Britiah Guiana, 
wheitin* he gives the following aa the real dr cum- 
atancea of the case 

*'Thc two Dutch gentlemen did not aue tlie two 
Engliah officera; but they had inatituted a rivil suit, 
in the Record^'a Court, against Lieut Col. Malconic 
Grsnt (who recently died, in London, a major-gene¬ 
ral), for damages, for the false imprisonment of their 
father, at Cochin, when Co). Grant conunandal the 
provinces of Malabar and Canara, and wliich provin(*es 
were then under raartiol-Uw. The two officen^ in 
question, Maeguire and self, were with our regiinenU, 
and I was summoned from Poonah, for the purpose ot‘ 
giving evidence on the trial, as liaving been one of the 
subs at Cochin at the timej Maguire bring, at tlic 
period when the dreumstance occurred, at Surat, with 
hia corps, and was acddenUlly at Bombay on duty 
when I arrived there. These two Dutoh gentlemen 
passed my tent, on the esplanade, one evening, a few 
minutes befOTe dinna*, when 1 had a few friends, of 
whom Maeguire was one, to dinner. During the 
course of the evening, the matter became a subject of* 
’conversation, in whidi 1 lamented being brought out 
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of the field, flrom active service, pat upon garrison al* 
lowance, obliged to keep up my field establisliment, 
not knowing but I might be ordered off at a moment's 
notice, or kept perhaps many mmitiu inactive in gar* 
riaoiL In the heat of the moment, when the wine had 
dreulated freely (and it generally did, too much so, 
in thoae days), it was merely remarked, that if we met 
the two Dutch gentlemen at the tavern, where we had 
all proposed to adjourn . • supper, we might pick a 
quarrel with them at the billiard»Uble, and give them 
a good horse*wbipping; which was assented to by all, 
as a most excellent idea. Hours aAer this conversa* 
tJon had dropped and was forgotten, we went to tbe 
tavern, supped, but did not meet them, nor were their 
names ever mentioned by any one of the party, from 
the moment the conversation ceased. 

** Some few days subsequently, one of my guests, 
without the slightest iateotiem of ddng injury or ere* 
ating mischief, mentioned what had pasted at my 
table to the Vandersloota; they consulted their lawyer, 
and we were not a little surprised to find ourselves 
(Maqtuire and self) called upon to give bail to appear 
at the fcasioQi, to answer a UU of indictment for a con* 
tpiracy to aMault (not to murder, as stated by your 
correspondent in his artidejj tbe rest of my guests, 
fix or eight in number, were all^iununoned as wit* 
nesses* We did appear; we did not rettin counsel, 
contideriDg the whole matter as absolutely ridiculous; 
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we {dttded wA gftiUg, but we Acknowledged the con- 
vemtioDj which was alao proven by Uie witnesses i 
and Sir James certainly did exert himself to persuade 
the jury to give a verdict against us; and a day wu 
named on which we were to appear to hear sentence. 
On this occasiont our surprise and distress were great 
at bearing the aaaerticn of Sir James> which is pretty 
correctly 4Uted in your article. But there was no 
writing-desk in court, no pistol, and no inspection by 
the judge or any one else. But, while waiting in 
court for the judge to take his sest, he sent for an 
officer, and directed him to call us apart, and ask us if 
we had any arms, which that gentleman ascertained 
we had not As the information was only known to 
Sir James, I believe the surprise was equally great to 
all, more especially the mayor, Mr. James Law, and 
other magistntCB then on the bench; that it, neither 
at the moment, or subsequently, ever gained credence 
with a single individual, 1 do most sincerely believe; 
but it has more than mice been made the subject of an 
attempted annoyance to myself. 

** So ftrcibly was it impreaaed on that truly honour¬ 
able man, Mr. Law, that the whole wu a fabrication,— 


and although we had not the honour of the slightest 
acquaintance with that gentleman, and, u he has since 
jbserved, if true, Ihe disgrace wu Indelible; but, if 
false and left uninvestigated, the injury to us attsched 
Yor life, with inevitable ruin, u well as being a bar to 
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every future ettempt it id idvtncaxicnt in the world, 
—thit, with these feelings of generoaty and honour, 
and without our knowledge, Mr. Lew asked from Sir 
James, and obtained leave, to insUtutc inquiry: the 
result will be found in the paper marked A.; and, at 
this public recantation, we were, by special permission 
of the judge, present in court. But the fatal poison 
had been spread far and wide before die antidote could 
be applied; nor would the papers and the periodicals 
in which the first speech ws> inawted, any one of 
them, have the honour and ctuidour to insert the se¬ 
cond. Thus it is that, excqit in the far distant papers 
of Bombay, the recantation of Sir James docs not ap¬ 
pear in print'* 

An extract supplement lo the Bombay Courier, Jan. 
17th 1807, the paper A. referred to by Captain 
Cauty, is as follows:^'* Sessions of Oyer and Ter¬ 
miner. On Monday last, the court having assembled, 
pursuant to adjournment, the Honourable the Recorder 
prefaced the proceedings by observing, that in giving 
judgment on Bryan Maeguire, at a former sessions, he 
bad adverted to information which had been commu¬ 
nicated of atrocious designs intended to be executed 
by that person on the day that he received sentence. 
At the request of the parties most concerned, that sub* 
ject had been very lately investigated, in a private and 
unofficial, but saditactory, iQinner, by Mr. Law, a 
magistrate of the court, and a man on whose sense and 
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honour the Recorder pieced perfect reliance. He wa« 
now meet happy that the reeuU of that inquiry enabled 
him to Bayt that be utterly ditbelieved the Inibrmatioit 
which he had received^ and he waa anxioua, aa far an 
hit auffrage could extend, to deliver the partiet fVom 
all imputation or auepidon of auch horrible projecia. 
Whether hia original informert were tliemacUea cle* 
ceived, or intended to decm'*e him, woe a queetion at 
preaent neither elaey nor neceaaary» nor perhape fit, 
to be detenmned. It waa aufficient tAat die infc»r* 
mation appeared now to be falae.** 
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I 

“ I wi$ii,’* jtays Sir Thorns^Bft)irne> ‘‘ that Ic^ould 
assent to Flato^H doctrine of remembrances, and 
were convinced that all knowledge was but reminis- 
cential evocation.^ Be that as it may, this is cer- 
tain, that, to him who lias lived the greater part of 
a century, the loost valuable sort of knowledge is 
but the new stamp of his former impressions,^the 
freslieniug of pale and faded colours. Judging 
from the perpetual reminiscettces^ with which our 
periodical works is at this moment overrun, one 
might be led to imagine tliut e>'ocati(Wi8^ of this 
kind were the loost interesting and instructive 
branch of our modem literature. It has at least 
this advantage, that no counterfeit will pass cur¬ 
rent. Reudniscences of eminnit persons carry cm 
their face the surest guarantees of tlieir authenticity. 
No artifice of fiction can secure spurious conversa¬ 
tions or fabricated anecdotes from instant detection. 
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Bo8welI> had fais genius been of tiie most exalted 
class, could not have forged hia tnemorulrilia of 
Johnson: wc foci in a mennent that the whole is 
pure, unadulterated Jc^nsonianism. On the other 
hand, we perceive, by an instinct equally rapid and 
unerring, that Lord Byron could never have said o 
(linth part of wluit Lady Flessington has so kindly 
put into his mouth. Why i Because, had he ae* 
tually pro8(d in that remorseless manner, her laily* 
ship would never have Ustaied to him, or nmctii- 
Iwred a word of his vapid tattle. It is the same 
with ix'gard to anecdotes. An uncharacteristic 
anecdote is njected with loathing. We sec, in an 
instant, that it might be applied with equal apti* 
tude to a dor.en other persons, like a coat in u 
wholesale clotlieMhop, mode for no s{)ecific wearer. 

Sir Ldmond Stanley was mtroduccxl in my la»t 
sketch, and a hint or two was given of his extraor¬ 
dinary simplicity of character in the every-day 
matters of life. Yet he was an admirable laa yer, 
and in considerable businen for many years at the 
Irish bar, where he attained the rank of prime st'r- 
jeant. In 1790, he was retained as counsel for 
Fighting Fitzgerald, who was convicted, with three 
accomplices, o( the murder of one Brecknock, an 
attorney, and executed at Castlebar. Stanley con¬ 
ducted his defence with great skill. Fitzgerald 
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WPS indicted as an accessory before the fact, the 
others being hired specudly f<w the assasdnation; and 
as the rale of English law, that in murder all were 
principals, had not lieen recc^ised in Irdand, and 
the actual murderers not'^heiDg convicted, Stanley 
urged the absurdity of uidicHng a man fbr being 
accessory to a umrder, of which the supposed per* 
petrators, who had not been trie<h might be after¬ 
wards acquitted. The jinige was taken aback, and 
was about to direct a verdi^ of acquittal; but, 
having consulted the judge thai occupied in the 
Nisi Prius Court, he was reminded by his learned 
associate, that there was an unrepealed statute of 

I 

Henry VIII., which declared all murders com* 
mitied iu Inelaad to be hi^ treason, and there 
bring no accesacnies m high treason, all being prin* 
cipals, Fitsgemhl was oouvicted, and nvrived sen- 
tenise of death. The n'lling passion iniluenced this 
person to the last. Having si^e a pardcidar re¬ 
quest with regard to being taken to the place of 
execution in bis own carriage, sdiich was for some 
reason refusri, |wobably fifoci the fear of a rescue, 
Fitagerald, from the mere forte of habit it should 
seem, actually wrote the sheriff a challenge, which 
he requested a friend to convey to him.*. 

* Itus Aosedote picduced a eommuuicAtioti from a writer evi- 
dentlx well aeggAioted vita tbs bets, a ftdl ttttamsDt 
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Stanley went out originally to India aa the 
recorder of Prince of Waka* laland. It waa a 
court without suiton^a mere barren jurisdiction^ 
one of the memoraUe jobs of Henry DuikIrs, who 
eriK^teil a government ^tbout aubjccta, iirith a 
roimcil who had nothing to coiuult upon,—a tort 
of Harataria for Scotch courini, who were turned 
out to gmae there^ and. in a short ttme overran tbv 

islanci. Sir Kdmond was too ooDBcientioue a funr- 

* • 

tionary not to fci4 the vacuity of his function. He 
woA fond of relating the mock dignity of opening a 
Whrion, with the regular acccanpaoiments of a 
registrar and prothoootary, and charging a grand 
jury wlio hud noChing^ to inquire into,—comparing 
it to Di'an Swift's solitary congregation, comprised 
in himself and his dearly4ielcrved Rog^. Througli 
the interest, however, ^ Lady SUml^^s fiomly, 
which was highly ttMiuected, he was appointed, in 
1814, to the chief-justicesfa^ of Madras. Upon 
his arrival, he was magnificently /^ted by Gilliert 
Ricketts, the registrss'. Hie prufusion of plate, witli 
the geiuni style and quality pf the eattatainment, 
wiiich was most absurdly expqpsive, could not, as 
it struck Sir Edmond, but betoken considerable 
opulence. How was tliat opulence acquired, 

of Uie CMC of Fit^rmldt aaS of U» ondc by Sir E<t* 

mond ftftoUf. See Miat. Jbem.'vol. xH. p. ISS. 
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the next question; for the legitimate profits of the 
office would warrant do such expenditure. It 
lowed) as a corollary from these suggestions, that 
some inquiry should be instituted into Uic state of 
the registrar's accounts, who, by the charter of the 
court, was tbc sole receiver of the assets of oil 
persons dying intestate, through the whole extent 
of its jurisdiction, and of whid^ the court were 
responsible » trustees to the next of kin. The 
inquiry eventually establi^tcxl, as it is well known, 
the astounding fact of an immense defalcation. It 
illustratedv moreover, that chapter of our weak 
luquiw, which shows how easily it is swayed by the 
skilful and well«directed flatteries of those who have 
fhe reputadoD of great affluence, and the blind 
confidence which is reposed in their integrity. Ttie 
former judges, whose duty it was from time to time 
to have investigated dw aiccounts of the registrar's 
office, were lulled into;an apathetic assurance that 
all was ri^t, because tliey were Buin})tuou8ly 
feasted at bis table; each of than delighted to 
think that the entertainment was got up sperifically* 
as a conapHment to himself. For the cards of invi* 
tatioQ generally concluded thus: to meet the 
Honourable Sir Thomas Strange,or the Honourable 
Sir Benjamin Sulivan, ficc. &c.'* Stanley was proof 
against these Batteries, by a sort of motber^wit that 



THE lEMca AMP BAE OF IKDIA. 217 


»cl(LMn deBO'ted him> though o{ all men living of 
the most credulouB Mud infandne dmi^idty in the 
common aifkira of life. 

It would be a moat intricate problem to aolve,— 
fur auch is poor humanity, and bo endlew and nniU 
tifurm are ita affectatioiiB,—whether this Bcemin^ 
estrangement from the ordinary business of life and 
almost incredible ignorance of little things, was 
natural or assumed. Ortain it is, that Parson 
Adams or George Harvest seems to have Iwen his 
exemplar, and every body knows Utat an abstraction 
from worldly matters has been frequently counter^ 
felted, in subservience to some pcdicy that lies lower 
than the surface, or because it is foolishly aswidated 
with great genius or extraordinary learning. But 
it were almost an abuse of credit claimed by every 
writer professing to deal in strict matters of fact, to 
enumerate the incidents in which iSir Kdmond ditH 
played utter inaptitude for the world and his igiu> 
ranee of the beings that people it« It was a foolish 
joke, during his voyage, to cram him with all sorts of 
miraculous and absurd descriptions of Indja, which 
he swallowed without the slightest symptom of 
doubt or incrraulity. He was gravely assured 
that, notwithstanding the abundance of poultry’ in 
that country, not an egg was to be had there; and 
nothing could exceed his stare of »urpriie, when he 
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obaa^ed eggs pUced on the bre&k&st*Uhle the day 
afta* his anivaL Every body stared on him with 
equal 8urprise« when he was overheard gravely 
inquiring of the lady of the bouse> whether 
imported her eggs from Europe? The ^oti^ 
H94ement was still more ridiculous, as he remarked, 
with infinite na'ioeU, tluit he had been informed 
that fowls did not lay their eggs in so hot 
a climate. He landed with his mind stuffed 
with such *wil<l misconci*p^ •mn relative to the 
country he was about to rvside in, that, on a 
carriage with a jiair of horses draw ing up to the 
door, lie lifted up his hands with astonishment, 
inasmuch as he had understood that all carriages in 
India were drawn by elephants. It would be 
unjust to the memory of a worthy man and an 
exi^ellent judge, to give any more specimens of the 
unsuspecting innocence with which he believed, or 
pretended to believe, the idle stories whiidi his fellow. 
(lassengers made him swallow for their amusement. 
Nor would the characteristic have been noticed at 
all, blit for the still mote extraordinary property of 
human nature it elucidatesfor Stanley, in all 
matters of judicial evidence, was remarkable for the 
scrupulous nicety with which be balanced proba* 
bilities, and the accuracy of the inferences he 
deduced from tlie comparisoQ. Had he carried to the 
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bench the dov^like amplirity which he exhibited 
in ordinary mattcns he would have rendmd himadf 
a more suitable tenant of a lunatic asylum, than of 
that grave and dignified office. It would be no 
easy matter to account for this singular phenomenon 
in psychology; for this reason, it was the fanhion 
in the settlement to attribute his apparent ignorance 
of the world to motives of refined policy, and so 
strongly were childish credulity arid acute obser¬ 
vation contrasted in his character, that every-body 
suspected that the one was dissembled to (xmceal 
the other. 

Little has yet been said of the Angievindtan 
attomeys^-a race of men holding a secondary esti¬ 
mation in the society of the presidency; associating 
rarely with its higher divisions, and, with one or 
two respectable exceptions, constituting among 
themselves a little platoon apart from the better 
class of European inhabitants. They have evidently 
a considerable advantage in this distinction. They 
are exempted from the heavy cmitributions of ex¬ 
pense levied by fashion and gaiety upon ^hose who 
look down upon them with pride or scemful con¬ 
descension, and generally contrive to scrape together 
enough for an unambitious return to their native 
country in seven or right years, Formerly, that is 
ib the old Mayor's and Recorder's Courts, the two 
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bruncbea of advocate and attorney were carried on 
by the same individuals)—and the expenses of the 
suitor were considerably abated by their union. 
At present) iheit duty is that of pioneerS) to clear 
the way in complex native cam for the ootinsel;— 
Xu reduce into a compendious and intelligible form 
the confused statements of the client) and to lay 
l>efore tlu* counsel an a]>stract» cleared from the 
endless repetitious and iDtermisable episodes into 
which his Stories invariab^> branch out. This 
n^iuark, however, is applicable to the later school of 
attorneys; for they made sad work of it formerly. 
What they facetiously called briefS) were long ram* 
III mgnarrati ves; cojricsof agreementshalf-translaud; 
facts taken in a sort of HindiwPortuguese-Englisii 
from the mouths of the witnesses-^ the whole 
confusion worse confounded, darkening rath^ than 
elucidating the subject-matter to a degree that ren¬ 
dered the tusk of the advocate deplorably pc*r] Jcxed 
Mild toilsome. It wan this that overwhelmed poor 
Uusliby) who might be said to liave been sulTbcated 
under the chaotic mass of papers tliat were laid 
before him. He found himself unable to grope his 
way through the antechambers and passages leading 
to nothing of his brief. All this arose from the 
ignorance and carelessness of those who were for¬ 
merly admitted to practise as attewneys. Of lati. 
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however, the evil hat been refonned, and the whole 
machinery of a suit, from the cMomencement to the 
end, is put io motioo with the owrectneu and 
regularity of a 8oUcit<»''i office tn England. 

Rut it was many yean before the old elasK 
(iisappeared. Fownes Disney!—what a human 
riddle in the form of an Irish Madras attorney! 
How complete ^ combination of ignorance, buf¬ 
foonery, and cunning! He was a fahplist of the 
first magnitude, and Fernando Mendea Pinto won 
scarcely a type of him. But he lied ingenuously— 
for he made no pretences to t)ie truth ; he violaUnl 
it not after the fashiem of vulgar liars. Indeed, 
there was some excuse for himfm*, if be arciden- 
tolly »ipnke truth, it was with such a semblance of 
falsehood, that it never sened his turn, as nobody 
believed him. But there was sometimes a daring 
grandeur in his falsehoods, that raised them tu 
the dignity of truth. In short, he lied like a 
great master,—more in the manner of a Machiavcl 
than a Scapin. To be sure, be recre a ted himself 
occarionally with passing a smaller coin ol fiction. 
For instance, if any thing occurred out of the 
usual course of things—a sudden death—a munfer 
or suicide—a carriage overturned—a boat swamped 
each of such occasions, he was an eye-witncKs, 
It happened, ludicrously enough, that, on the faith 
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of these random statemeots, be was once or twice 
summoned as a witness upon the coroner's inquest. 
He CGDtrived, however, to back out by means of a 
timse, which was to be found in no grammar but his 
own -^a sort of payjo^>os^pr<nsen/m**he arrived 
at the spot a minute or hoc ajter. 

He was one of the batch of attorneys that crept 
deviously into the Recorder's .('ourt ; chance 
made him fui attmueyt a^ It might have made 
him any thing else 

/acmViu feamJtvM /tefrttue Pritpuwk, 

He had no natural aptitudes for the profession, 
iM^ond those which instinctively teach a man to 
grasp at whatever comes widiin his reach. Cunning, 
therefore, was the talent in which he was most 
exercised. Whether his bulls were the genuine 
effusions of the national naweU to which we usually 
attribute that peculiar species at blundering, or 
elaborately constructed for the purpose of diverting 
the attention of those he convened with from the 
less ingenuous ride of his diaract^,—simplicity 
bring one of the most useful tools with which 
cunning effects its purposes,—many of them were 
current in the settlement under hii name, and many 
unjustly fathered upon him. His rebuke to a 
young ctvilian, who was complaining of the heat of 
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the dimate and ita injtirioua effecu upon an 
Ebropenn conatitutkiQ, I beiieve to be genuine: 

You ate and drink~«nd drink and aie^ tram 
morning to night, and then you die, and write home 
to your frienda, that it ia the climate that killed 
you r 

To the Engiiah barriater, who, in the jwetoit 
adversity of Westminster Hall, may turn his 
thoughts to the hur of India, I have^ready given 
a hint or two, that may have the adutary effect of 
roirecting tl)e insanity that prevails, as to the 
certainty of bringing homo in a few years a large 
harvest of professiona] emolument It may, pti>- 
Isably, witJi minds of a sound temperament, induce 
t!iem to pause before they make so fearful an 
experiment. For a complete change baa taken {daa* 
at all the bars of India. 

Qm coicr Mibta luuv eti eoMariut aftp, 

was the metamorphosis of Ovufs mulberty*tree; 
it is the same with what, in familiar parianoe, im 
call e d, in India, the rupee^tree. That tr^ has been 
plucked almost to sterility. The fees, indeed, are 
nominally high; but the enormous scale of expen* 
diture in that country renders them in fact lower 
than the fees of Westminster Hall. For instance; 
*a gold mohur at Calcutta, or five pagodas at Madras, 
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or fifteen rupee* *t Bomba;, for a motion of course, 
or for a counsel's signature, or for a rule fs^ and 
flouble tbat sum to make the rule absolute, sounds 
tiiagnifi^tl j being prirnd facie the proportion 

of two and four pounds to half a guinea and a 
guinea. The cost of linog, however, will soon 
detect the fallacy. In like manner, the ordinary 
fee marked upon a brief is at Calcutta and the 
other presidciyies wluil in Ind' .in money is equiva¬ 
lent to ten or fifteen pounds; riang, indeed, with 
the increased labour requin*d of the advocate, nr 
the complication and magnitude of the cause; and 
if not intercepted alt(^;ether, or considerably abridg¬ 
ed, in its passage through the attorney's office, 
frequently augmented by the gratitude of the native 
client for the success of past eff<wts, or his hopes of 
.still more strenuous ones in future. A favourite 
counsel, indeed, who turns the odds in his favour, 
will be always well paid ; but, of a bar of sixteen 
or twenty, all cannot be favourites, and the soiall 
prizes will scarcely be adequate to the decent main- 
tenanceof one. If he is a family man, his domestic 
expenditure mrisl be considerable. Econmny and 
good mansgement may effect something towards its 
reduction, but not much. The shifts and contri- 
vancea, the dippings hm, the parings there, the 
nice balaDcingi of the excess id this month against 
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(lie reductiooB <A a7M>ther,—mil these expedkntH^ 
so fAmiliir to English houttkeepers, are unknown 
in India; indeed^ they are irupracticable. Tlu^ 
>vants of each day resemble those of the day tliat 
preceded it Fashion^ luxury, the common nv^ 
cesiicics of life, flow in an unvaried eqiiaUe current 
and their demands ne>*er rise above or sink below 
an almost fixed and immutable standard. 

It is, iherefete, the easiest matter o( calculation 
to see what it will cost you to live in the rank that 
belongs to you. Not fess than £QfiOO of oiir 
tnoDey be expended, if you arc a married 

man, before you can lay by a single pice,^-and tln^ 
without concediDg any thing to whim or ostentation, 
or a frivolous taste for expenditure. It is a toll that 
must be paid, or you cannot proceed a yard farther. 
A bachelor, in<leed, may live at a rate sometliin^ 
easier; but he must now and then give an enter¬ 
tainment. Tlie general hospitality of the place, 
liowever, is (or used to be) unbounded, and a ntaii 
of cultivated mind and good manners is scarcely 
ever called upon to make his pot boil; wlt^reas, in 
married life, you must visit and be visited; liinners 
are reciprocated with the utmost prectsian—>U^ing 
matters of debtor and per^cofUra creditor, bonked 
and entered with consummate regularity. I haw 
often been amused with the awkward attempts of a 

lS 
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lady recently mairied to carry into jmctice her 
En^iah ^item of domestic managetncDU uid her 
natural couftemation cm finding that^ of the heca* 
tombs that furnished the table of to-day^ no use 
could be made on the itkmtow. What a revulsson 
in her accustomed train of thinkings taught by the 
daily lessons and example of mammae to discover 
that nothing can be metamori^osed into a new disl) 
for the next ^ay, and that, an ongst the innumerable 
r^ocamefitos of English I'ouse^keeping, nothing 
of tbc kind is practkabie in India l^and how 
mortifying, that, of the twenty or thirty dishes that 
made the table groan, not five were cxmsumed, or 
so much as touched ! The topic brings to my 

reodlecticm the arrival of Sir William N-n, ax 

king's adjutant-general, with his lady. Her rank, 
of course, rendered it requirite, in the routine of 
Madras society, for her to give occasioDal diunerb. 
But she had been shocked by the waste, and, as 
she thiiught, endleas profusion, of the Madras 
dinners, ami was determined to ** refewm it alto¬ 
gether.'' She began her experiment at a small 
dinner to a few select persons. You see,'* said 
her ladyship to George Arbuthnot, ^^you see your 
dinner." And, indeed, it was a set-out that required 
no extended powers of visi(m. *^You see, I am 
determined to st an example of having a fiw 
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cliiheB only, instead of tbe inelegant profusion of 
our Madns dinoers.'* Ye are perfectly right, 
h»dy returned George, in his peculiar 

Scutch accent; ^there are quite deeabes eneugh. 
A seengle deeah mure wad destroy the ecooiwmy of 
your ladyship^s table 

but, as Rabelais says, a noi fnoui<m9. We were 
in the Sufmnte Court at Madras. From some 
defective constitution of all the courts, there han 
been a strong tendency to conflict between thonc 
courts and the local governments. It was a sort of 
original sin kneaded into thrir constitution. Sir 
John Grants contention and stubbewn quarrel for 
a few hundred miles more of jurisflictirm, with a 
govonoT equally obstinate, but who might easily 
have been conciliated,—for all vain men are euily 
conciliates I,—lowered the dignity of both in the 
eyes of the natives, by no means unobservant of 
our ridiculous and idle squabbles. Every instanev 
of the kind is put down to our account, to swell 
the 9uin*total of contempt, which at no distant 
period of time will read us a pretty severe lesson 
upon the mode in whidi we have playecf our game 
of sovereignty. Madras has not been frte from 
rimilar coIlisicHis. In Lord Clive's time, attempts 
were made to subject the nabob and )iis littlv 
MemeAie of Chepauk to the Suprane Court. The 
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firmoett of the Goveituneot and the good senae of 
Sir Thomas Strange defeated the machinatjons of 
the junto, who, under the pretence of being the 
nabob's creditors, were intent ujion deviling his 
revenues. When Sir Henry Gwillim, during the 
temporary ai)8ence of tlie chief justice, through 
«Nne unfortunate misconception, permitted himselft 
in a charge to thi* grand jury, to ^hrow out some 
severe i^ersonal animadversions on the conduct and 
character of Lord William Bt lUinek (a most wanton 
und indecimt procedure), the breach might have been 
cosily heolcd^fm’ Lord William is the mildest of 
beings, and Gwill! m, though an irritaUe, was by 
iu> means an obstinate man, when kindly adinonislied 
of being wrong,—but for the adTocate^nend, who, 
in the expectation that the judge would indulge in 
some severe strictures upon the GovmicneTit, took 
down his words as lie delivered them. It was this 
—the fact of a counsel at the bar, at his own sug* 
gestiun, taking down his words f<w the infonnatiem 
of Government,—that goaded him to a still more 
bitter strain of remark, and, but for the officious 
and unprofessional demeanour of Anstruther,— 
Lord William, who made every allowance for the 
constitutional irritability of the judge, being too 
liigh-minded to take any further notice of it,—the 
whole matter would have died away, and one of 
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tlie nuwt ufHight of msgistrAtes and the lient-hearted 
of human kind might have remained many years 
oil tlie bench. But it was reported with aggrava¬ 
tions, anti ilic governor, )id(ling loo implicitly to the 
suggestions of the advocate-general, wlio rocn^ally 
liated poor GwiUim, sent home a formal complaint 
to the Court of Directors. As a matter of course, 
they referred it^ to the Board of Control, and the 
result was the recall of the judge with a diminislied 
pension. Sir Henry Gwillim^s loss was severely 
felt in the court. He preserved, ot\ all occasions, 
the purity of its practice, and Aiistriitlier had, on 
this score, fallen under his reprrjrension. He kept 
the attorneys in tlie state of professional sul»rdina> 
don, which lie thought most conducive to the 
correct discharge t»f their duties. Having observed 
u habit prevailing ainonget them, of addrewing 
their notices and summons to each other with the 
designation of esquire,^ he observed to them,— 
** Gentlemen attorneys, I observe tliat you are fond 
of calling each other * esquire/ Your legal des¬ 
cription U that of genUemenf and I wish your 
conduct may always merit the appellation the law 
assigns you.** The hint was not thrown away upon 
them. 

It was a great misfortune to the Suprane Court 
Madras, that Sir Henry Gwilliin's recall took 
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place before the utecnorable trial of Reddy Row 
for the forgery of (Carnatic hooda. An authentic 
narrative of the tnutsactions of that period is still 
wanting. If ever there was an approximation to 
romance in human affaii^, it was exhibited in the 
course of that trial, winch lasted eleven days, 
during which nearly two humlred witnesses, hearing 
directly opposite testimony to the ttme facts, were 
examined. It must be obaen*«^, that Reddy How, 
having for a' short time ba u in the confidential 
service of the nabi>b Wallajah, was supposed, fnnn 
his constant access to the durbar, and habits of 
communication with tlic nabob, to lie acc^uainted 
with his pecuniary transactions. When the bonds, 
therefore, were brought into the market, the atte»> 
tation of Reddy How to the genuineness of the 
instrument dissipated all su^cioo, and they were 
eagerly Ixnight up. It became, then, a gainful 
trade to forge them, and Reddy Row was not idle 
in profiting of the opportunities, which his femner 
station at the durbar gave him, of finding a ready 
sale for the bonds he attested; and they overflowed 
the market in such shoals, that the actual creditors 
became alarmed at an amount of spurious claims, 
that threatened to absorb the whole fund set apart 
for liquidation of the just ones* They fixed upon 
one bond, that had been disposed of by Redd/ 
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Row for a autOi aod he was indicted^ with a 
man named Anuodah Row, by whoK hand the 
iig;natures were forgedi for a conapracy to defraud. 
The principal question of fact was, whether Reddy 
How was in the actual employ of the nabob at the 
period of the transaction ? Sixty witnesses swrnt 
positively that he was then the chief sheristadar at 
Cliepauk. One hundred and thirty-five positively 
swore, <ni the cuntraiy, that he was in the districts 
of Managoondy and Chillambrum, distressed in his 
circumstances, and absconding from the jurisdiction 
of the Supreme Court. It was Sir Thomas Strangers 
misfortune to have the whole responsibility of this 
cause tlirown riogly on his shoulders, for Sir Ben* 
jamin Sulivan, bring himsrif a Carnatic credit<w, 
absented himself fnm the bench. Tlien ensued a 
series of fedlies, petty persecutions,—childish in 
their motives, cruel in their results,—such as never 
before outraged tlie feelings of man, or disgraced a 
government calling itself British. The eommis* 
sioners selected for the adjudication of the claims, 
Beogai civil servants, could not move^ an inch 
without Reddy Row at their elbow,—the man who 
was more than suspected of being the U>ricator of 
bonds to an immense amount, and a dealer in 
fraudulent insCrumeDts purporting to have (lie 
Hbget^ma of the nabob by whcJesale. They re- 
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presented to Barlow and his council, that the 
prosecutions impeded their investigation, requesUng 
tlie Gk>veminent to defend him by their own taw* 
officers. But the grand jury found the bills 
and the prosecutions proceeded. What followed ? 
Individuals of the grand jury became victims of 
BarlowV narrow-minded peraecutiem. Those who 
were civilians were removed fn>m tlieir places to 
subordinate stations of less ^>rofit. Mr. I'homas 
Parry, a merchant and cmhuir to a large amount, 
and therefem active in prosecuting to conviction 
the fobricator of tlie fictitious claims onlered 
home to England. The magistrate who anninitted 
the delinquent was removed from his office. 

After a trial of rieven days however, Reddy 
Row was found guilty, upon two several indict- 
inentA. Yet, though convicted, he was permitted 
to be at la^^ and was allowed uninterrupted ac¬ 
cess to the dufters and books of the durbar. The 
chief justice, througli the thick film of {irejudice 
tliat clouded his understanding, saw only the inno- 
of the culprit, and recommended him as a 
fitting object of the King's pardon. Before the 
pardon arrived, another foigery was clearly traced 
to the same crimioal, who put a voluntary end to a 
long life of uiiexain{^ and systematic fnud by 
selMestruction. To this day, the Supreme Court 
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has not recovered the taint of tboee imceedingi. 
llieir house of refuge fhND the arm of government 
sieemed closed to the nadvet. Tlie hand of civil 
I lower had broken into the lanctuary and profaned 
its aacred rccewee. But what was the tumult of 
their feelings, when they learned (for auch was the 
fact), that the law^Hifficcra, under whose advice 
Barlow shelteredJiimaelf, were tbemaelvea interested 
in the validity of Reddy Row's forgeries to a large 
amount, having made considerable purchaava of 
those instruments liefore the trial, and amoogst 
others, of the very btind which was the subject of 
the criminal procedure! Every civil suit in which 
the East^India Company was a party was instantly 
withdrawn. Terror and amazement prevailed 
through the native population of the settlement, 
when they perceived the verdicts of juries, to whom 
they had been wont to took upas an invaluable 
liarrier against all arbitrary aggressions on their 
riglits, set at nought, axul the individuals oppos¬ 
ing the tribunal, to which they looked habitually 
for protectioo, selected as objects of penalty and 
proscription. Native creditors, to the amount of 
seventy lacs, Paupiah Braminy, for instance, and 
Singtnah Chitty, saw their claims destroyed and 
their property extinguished* It would be well if 
sthrlingt could be taught to repeat this sad and 
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violent period of Berlow '0 government to every 
succeesive MadraA governor, end to every judge 
thtt Eicendft tiie bench of the Supreme Court 
The fees of advocates practising at Bombay arc 
upon a diminished scale; but this is more than 
compensated by the chcapnea of living at that ses> 
tlemeot; 1 refer to baaaar expenses only, for Eu¬ 
ropean luxuries are exOTbitantly. dear. Thanks, 
however, to the free-trade pT:'iciplCT, English com¬ 
modities are not unfrequcntly sold at Il'ss than 
thrir invoice-prices. Yet Bombay is by no means 
the presidency at which a well-educated English 
hamster would wish to reside. It is like Bristol, 
^ diffhftum nautU atqw cauponibus and the 
spirit of trade is a heavy incubus upon the elegant 
intercourse's of soda] life. Literary sodetics, with 
their usual machinery of preddents, vice-preddents, 
secretaries, and treasurers, dissertatioDs by kind- 
hearted writers, 

SleeplcM thcmselm to give to ocfam tlsep, 

have existed at Bombay for nearly the quarter of a 
century. Sir William Syer, Sir James Mackin¬ 
tosh, Cdonel Vans Kennedy, have succesnydy 
promoted and encouraged them. But the soil was 
by each in his turn pronounced to be unthankfuL 
By a similar coinddence, the bar at Bombay has 
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been uDif<mily berren of ranarVuble talent. The 
Kecorder'i Court at that aettlemcnt was establidiec] 
aomewhat later than that of Madras. The Court 
had a atnwg maritime infudon, if I may so speak, 
for the first practitioDera were renegades from the 
quarter-deck of Indiamm and merchant^TesaeK 
The stream was by degrees filtered, but it was some 
time before it ceased to be redolent of jntch and tar. 
Tbreipland, a Scottish advocate, and Dowdeswell 
had the principal business there, ifhe third bar* 
lister, like the bodkin in a post^haise, had an un¬ 
comfortable time of it. The former was a regular 
speechifier. His written opinions generally ex¬ 
ceeded by two*tbirds the length of the cases sub* 
mitted to him. He was all talk and dissertation, 
and poor Sir William Syer bad the gentlest of 
lumbers all the time Thrdpland waa talking. 
But talk, with the greater part of mankind, im¬ 
plies taloit, and he retired with a handsome fortune, 
about the year 1812. Dowdeswell, on the other 
hand, was a man of sound law and correct under¬ 
standing: be was, therefore, deemed in!mor to 
Threipland. It is the easiest syllogism In the 
world :—the conclusion is inevitable. Dowdeswell 
died prematurely, univenally beloved and la¬ 
mented. He was nephew of Dowdeswell, ChanceUor 
af the Adiequer in Lord North's adminlstratim. 
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Woodbolue, Morley, and Macklin succeeded. 
With Macklin returned the mgn of talk. He 
ouUproaed Threipland. His national (Irid) lo* 
quadty vibrated like the acuteit torture on the 
polished and sendttvc taste of Mackintosh, who, in 
letters to his friends, written wlieo Macklin waa in 
full talk aod fall burineas, and in the senith of his 
fame and garrulity, lamented the hard ctmdition of 
an English judge, compelled **to hear though he 
could not listcn.^^ His I'.w-argutncnu, as they 
were by courtesy called, were so elaborately spun 
from tlidr first demmts, that Sir James was re¬ 
minded of the advocate io Racine's comedy, who, 
liegtnning with the ** creation of all things,^ was 
requested by the judge to pass over to the deluge. 
Mackintodi gave him this hint, in the elegant 
phraseology of Atticus, in the De L^ibus of 
Tully : ** Dii immortaie^ t guam fu lonffe Juris 
principia repetis!** The hint waa unavailing; 
probably it was unioteUigible. 


SELECTIONS. 


Caleutia In C«l«^atU aodetfi a man who 

who should start any part of Indian aSaira^ u a topic 
for c(mveriition» would be conaidered a boro; almost 
all literature or information on Indiait subjects Is 
thrown aside, as dry and taatelesa, nor is it possible 
that those, whose Indian career has been spent in 
Calcuttit should possess any sound or solid ?iews 
thereupon. Of the majority of the Calcutta public, I 
believe it will scarcely be too severe to aaaert, that the 
arrival of a fresh cargo of prime Yorkshire hams, her* 
metically-sealed salmcm, or raspberry jam; a squabble 
between two fiddlers of the theatre, and consequent 
postpmement of an opera, would create a greater sen- 
saUon anumg them, than the rebellion of half-a-doaeit 
of the western provinces. I appeal to those who were 
in Calcutta in 1619, to testify whether or not* this be 
exaggeration. At that period, the number of pr<> 
fesrional muiidaos was just suffipent, if all were 
iaceordy to get up a good concert; but Uie two prin* 
cipal perfonnert quarrelled, u to a share of the profits, 
and refused to unite their forces; thus preventing any 
Ggncert^^eing held* The Calcutta public, instead of 
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decUning to patronise either until they ahould have 
agreed—by which means the musicians would have 
come to thrir senses in a week-^actually formed two 
parties in favour of their respective heroes. Judges of 
the Supreme CJourt, judges of the Sudder» members of 
council, secretaries, and, indeed, almost the whole of 
the society, espoused the cause of either side; even the 
governess-general did not sUad aloof: the petty ani¬ 
mosities of the fiddlers' Ktuimle s^med, as it were, 
to afford a vtmt for all tlie mens irriiabile which the 
atmosphere of Calcutta is said so peculiarly to engender; 
and one could hardlyentera house without encounter¬ 
ing the fury or spte of some partisan of the conflicting 
rivals. And yet, with all this eagerness and vivacity 
upon a point, in which mere amusement or pleasure is 
concerned, there is a e<^d, unsociable heartlessness in 
the society of Calcutta; a haughty pomposity, and a 
parvenu-grandee notion of splendour and dignity 
(particularly among the officials und their ladies), 
accompanied with a reluctance lo exertion, even for 
their own interests, if the benefit be not hnraediate. 
It ia with the greatest difficulty, for instanoe, tiiat any 
public instituticms can be established, or even preserved, 
under the apathy whidi exists among the English in 
Calcutta. Even English news is, in reality, little cared 
for: the attention of the greater number seems to be 
almost entirely devoted to their own little daily com forts, 
and they are only to be exdted by a ball or a dinner. 
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The remarka of a celebrated writer on the state of 
society in Paris, before the revolution, will, with a 
slight rariation, but too well apply to them. * They 
danced and aung to the emperor^ they danced and 
sung to King Louis, and they would hare danced and 
sung to King Satan, if be wouM have given them a 
fdte or a spectacle; ao will the CalcuUaites flatter and 
feast in honour of Gove^Mr Bentinck, flatter and feast 
in hcmour of Governor Ifctcalfe, and they would flatter 
and feast in hcmour of Governor Satanp if be would 
only give them a dinner or a ball, and occasionally 
' honour the theatre with his presence,' at seven o'clock 
precisely, so m not to keep the audience waiting.^ 
WriUr in Ike Bengal Hurkar%i Dec* 1835. 

A Dag in ike Hoi ^wdr.-^Now, the thermometer 
is very little below ^ a hundred" in the house, and at 
a wofully elevated height in the sun* Now, crows sit 
with their beaks open, and adjutants gather in forlorn 
groupes on the roofs of barracks and houses. Now, 
old Indians take their early ridea, and, though the air 
is still to suffocation, they salute each other with 

what a reAwshing morning judging by ebmptriaon, 
and thinking of the musquitoe-haunted bed-rocm, flrom 
which they have just escaped. Now, late breakfasts and 
iced beverages are generally paOwised, while hookahs 
and even MoAissil newspapers, are eagerly hailed, as a 
means of passing a mdtisg monung* Now, ladies 
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keep their reception-rooms hslf dark with eouieur- 
de^me cortains, end fear thej look quite horrid/* 
while the poor children are most patient, though not 
interesting, martyrs to prickly beat'* and miisquitoe* 
bites. Now, is the time to enjoy that delicious thing 
called a ii$Ma, and to appreciate a companion who 
loves to hear you read, or who reads well himself 
Now, some ladies dispense with the roilliner's aid, and 
lounge all day in Combermere chairs, indifFereiit to 
thrir husband's hints eboiii <lomdjfum, while the said 
husbsnds lesve off their stocks, and look neither useful 
nor ornamental. Now, cutcherries and public offices 
are delightful places, for those who are obliged to sit in 
them aU day, and the interpreter to a Court of 
Bequests, which is etpected to last a week, is in a 
very pret ty predicsmoit. Now, old Indians yswn 
over srmy-lifts, to tee if there is sny chsnoe of their^ 
getting out of the country; s thing, ss devoutly to be 
wished for^snd ss littleto be h<q>ed for,—as s shower 
of rain. Now, {nanos get out of tune, and the fair 
owners’ tempers get warped. Now, brides look in 
wonder, to see the change wrought in three months 
on a bridegrooni in ** mellow manhood*” Now, wives 
of six and seven sununert feel much too cnftufie to 
think about personal ^peerance, or indeed any ap¬ 
pearance at all. Now, buffaloes lie down in every pud¬ 
dle of muddy water that they pass through; and teal, 
floatiDg about in their pretty fanciful tealeije^ are U> 
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be a)fied. Vow, • cedeC ouking e morning cili» on 
the oetnde of hii pony^ thinki •orrowAillj of the pond 
he need to betbe in at ecboo). NoW| the nobW part of 
Ood*t creatkm, from pure aundj drive about in buggies^ 
to make thefoaelm egreeebie to their Udy*friende» 
and commence each aeparate coDTeraation> at each 
teparate houee,vith thia beat ii reallf overpowering/* 
Now» four stout Iad]ea» oo a ootidt» at a concert, feel 
very enragta, if a* fifUi of Pharaoh’a (at kine sbowa an 
inclination to pin them. Now* balie and bomkhanaa 
are moat numeroualy attended, andi upon the principle 
of ** coniittency,** ladies waits and quadrille them- 
aelvei into frvera; Now, going to a crowded tficatre 
in a full-dreaa coat, ia a diing not to be thought of. 
Now, jelliea are brought to table like bowla of liquid 
amber, and butter ** ia melted butter,** without any 
culinary preparation. Now, chicke are let down, and 
tatties are put up, and drerm-antidotea are the only 
thinga,**—to thoie who can get them.<~Ca/. LU. Cos. 
for 1B34. 

A Portuguese wedJing in CaUutia.—Vlsmngo being 
one of the aacramenta of the Romlab Omrrii, h ia pre¬ 
ceded by confession a day before, and that by ablution 
in the aarae mamer* The cerenoniea of this prelimi* 
nary puriftcation, Bke the mysteriea of At Bona Dea, 
are not to be revealed to tbt other aes.. The evening 
of^ the qnr^eiiion witDcyeim Bye h nauicih wiA cAd- 
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peenit to a ftw pcrticulff friendi. The fhUowii^ 
evenings the marriage it celArtted with alt the pomp 
the drcoajtaneea of the partiee wfl] allow* 

Preriona to important each part^ ehooeet a 
bridemaid and a bridetman, deDomhatod the madnta 
and padfOMi wIh>» id addhioD to the doUei wbidi 
bridemaidi p er fo rm among oa, are charged with the 
auperbitendeDca and artfangemeni of the proceuion and 
Ontortiinment^ The^oftai contribM aomething to- 
warda the nfuriage^fOlfi^ eitbat a few dosena of wine^ 
the weddi]^«-dre« of the bride, or the flower# which 
are uaed on ^ occaalon. All the friend# of the par* 
tiea are expected to. tend eome gifta, in the ahape of 
trinket# or gilded beteUnoU and htkj thoae who gxre 
nothingj laid thdt pereonil aaairtance: indeed, the 
following i# an eetablidied ferfeoli, bjr wfatdi the old 
wMRen acknowledge the little aj vi cea rendered them 
bf childrenMay I die! I promiae to cook yoar 
wedding pfllau!" Friend# are invited by a notable 
woman, who goet abont from houie to bouae, repeat- 
ing’a #et form of invitatioil A Urge hooae ia hired 
ibr three day#, and fitted op, magnificently or otber- 
wiie, aa the madreen# and padreeaa hare friendi and 
i^oence. Tbe gateway ii adorned with an arch made 
of ibe trank# of pljintiiui-treN and tbe leave# of die 
palmyri/Ac., and ,4^ 

irdi i# thrown acroei the 
•treet, • ibwt wtj the hoaie. ektag which the 
p r oce iri o b ll to pa## to and from church* ^ 
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The impOTtint iaj beiiiig eiTieed, the friendi who 
meet «t the hoiue p ro co ed to the diorcL The bride 
j« genenlljr cerriod in • dirir, ceUed ho e k a falkft* She 
ii covered with ti mudt jeweUe^» tid^j golip u her 
frieode can moeto. Her depcMneot throughout 
the (Uy it e model of maiden reeerve end modeety> 
according to the etiquette preecribed end bended 
dowTu Arrived et the chiirdi« thepireoti meete them 
et the eotruice and ties the hinda of the man end wo« 
men, in token of the bond of metrimony. •The return 
oi the proceeeioo ii met by a per^ of Derive ringen* 
who chauAt the namemoreble strain ** iiaddee eioAa* 
fUck,** or propitioui tmieiu At thia moment, Ae mo¬ 
ther of the bride is expected to lament bitterly her 
separation from her daogbter; and at the nick of rime, 
the voice of song ie imefropted |od drowned by her 
lejaentations and outcries. Peiee> however, being re- 
biored. the celebration of die maniege commences. 

Tbe bride sitt in state, eupporied hy her madreeas, 
under a cano^of bamboo aticka and gilded ftfer. 
The iViehds as they come in reorivt a aoaegty a^ a 
garland, and are proeentedto the Ivide and bride* 
groom, the fbrmer of whom is teodmly kisaed by 
all females. When a enperior rehrive comes in, enoh ^ 
as a godmother or an aunt,^ bride kisaw her hands 
and asks a blessing, whldi la bestowed by making the 
sign of the cross. AH being seated, tea end sweet¬ 
meats are br ou gh t in and handed to eech guest, while 
* ^ u It 
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the perfonn their ertdutioDS and chtunl their 
melodias, in a comer of the hiD, until it U time For 

4 , 

them to come forward* The bj» then sing and dance 
l^ore the bride, andi^cciave from her a mpee or rik- 
kee in recompenae: in this manner they parade round 
the hall and receire tmilar gratuities, till the monniig 
dawns and the eonpanj diiperse* 

Should the madreeaa and jMdreeaa so determine, the 
hyet retire to another and pr^pantkma are made 
for a ball* ^The bf^ and iridegroom stand up at the 
head of the ball; k often happeoi chat either one or 
both cannot dance, or the severity of one or other of 
die partiea will not allow of the bride's accepting any 
other than the bridegroom for a partner; in such cases, 
the 6ddlet and clarionets sound a flourish; they com* 
mence, the bride curtries and the bridegroom makes a 

4 

how, and both reaume their aetti, amid the plaudits* 
of the whole company* The ball then proceeds. 

When this old ci^ was new,** reds and country dan* 
cea were in vogue, to the tunes of Drops of Brandy** 
and Charlie over the Water ;** a hompipe Wks some* 
timet performed at nddnight* and was deemed a spe^ 
rial wonder. The times may have dunged since then. 
While the young trip h oq the light Fantutic toe,*' 
those who have no relish ibr sudi amusements regale 
themselves with the wines and liquors, which are 
served out in an agoing room, smoke, and chat 
untQ topper is announced. The whole company sit 
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around tablet arranged in one length, if there be room 
for the whole ; if not, the men very gaDantly stand 
and eat b^ind thetf fcnale frienda, off plates which 
they hold in their hands. Thel)ride and bridegroom 
sit at o|^>oaite ends of the table> and at a proper tea* 
won, the bridegrom drinks to the health of the bride 
across. Then some friend, who is deputed for the ser¬ 
vice and has cour^ and words at command, proposes 
the first and last tosst««the health of the newly mar¬ 
ried pair. Dandng it again renewed, till the peep of 
dawn, or till aome riot-loving aouls get Atddled, kick 
and cuff £ftch other, and ao disperse the company* 
Before the one or the other takes plac^ no egreas ia 
allowed; the doors are doubl^locked, and every one 
is msde happy in spite of hJmselfi When departure 
in authorised by the superintending madreeai and 
padreeas, a search is cosBrneoced for hats and shawls ; 
and many a bean, who had entered with a span-new 
Borradaile or Mom, returns mimu a eA^ww, or takes 
up thegbabby concern which has geoonusly been left 
as a substitute for his superfine bmrver.^Orteut. OA- 
aerva* for February 

Treatmeni Nattun.-^K n^eive correspondent of 
the Sumaekar Dierpm, cAerving that the <d>ject of 
the British Government, to establish English ways 
and principles,*' will never be revised so long as the 
jndgewwnd collectors d* the old schoo l continue in the 
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Mdiistil, describes the mode in which nitiTes ere 
treated there.-^*‘ In die Mofusrili no one dares go to 
the hooii of a judge or coUector with his shoes un; 
new can he address those gentlemen without folded 
hands and the appeUations Joruibkuaoor, «7bM6o/rf, 
Japwa, and Kkodabund, Hanj of thoae gentlemen 
style themselves Humcot, with their own lips. Thus, 
when they speak to the oCcers attendance» they 
will say, * Bring the bo\ of ^be Hutcor/ ‘ Attend at 
the house of the Huscor to>inorrow at 10 o'clock, 
otherwise the Hhmoot will be angry with you/ It is 
a custom with some gentlemen, when any person looks 
in their face, to say, ' It is exceedingly improper for 
you constantly to look in the iace ot the Husoor whilst 
yon speak; you are not worthy to salute the Husoor.* 
No otte has pennisiion to enter with a palanquin the 
cmnpound of a gentleman's house; and how shall 1 
describe their dignity when rittiog In cutdiery ! No 
one must cough, aldioughhe has a colds his presmnp^ 
don will be immeifiatd.y punished. All, g^at and 
smalli stand with thov hands together. The shins* 
tadars of the Sudder Dewannee, the Sudder Board, 
the Court of Appeal, and other duef cutcheries. In 
Calcutta, recetve cbaiie to dt beaide tbe aahebs. The 
shiristadars of the sUlah j^ges and collectors stand 
like the bird Ouroom from 9 a. m. to 7 f. m., ami 
a tten d to butinesi; and if their Imns or bodies bend, 
it is reckoned a sign rudeness*** 
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• EUROPEAN. 

I. 


Eur. These doctrinee of materialism and neccs* 
sity^ f<K^ wliich you contend, must be regarded as 
heretical in your own country. To me, indeed, 
they seem almost equivalent to atheism. 

Br. So iar are they in my mind from being of 
an atlieistical tendency, diat I cannot but r^rd 
them as the only tenable forma of pure theism. 

Etrt. You sur|Niie me 2 And, but for the general 
smousness of your previous conversation, I should 
imagine yon were inclined to banter; for atheistK 
in this country are generally materialiiti and neces¬ 
sarians. 

Ba. They are so, perhaps, in all ooimtrics. Yet 
it does not t h erefo r e follow, that materialists and 
itkccKSSnn are, by means of those doctrines, atheists. 
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Ratheri I think I can make it af^>ear to jou that 
these doctrines are the Intimate oonsequauxs of a 
Mtef in an Omnipresent and AU-poverful ^rit. 

£na. 1 am prepared to hear jour proofs with 
attention; but I do not anticipate conviction. 

Be. 1 will ccanmaice, then* with the doctrine 
which you cell materialisoL Your idea of man is, 
that he is composed of two parts, body and spirit; 
that the body is visibK*. oeianiaed, sensible, perish^ 
able; that the spirit is inririble, and though 
created, yet not compos ed of parts, or liable to 
decay. You have not the idea of s{nrit as being 
a mere Imath, ot n^KAir, or like what the ancient 
Greeks called 4^^ 


Ecra. Certainly not, fcvall these doHods ccmtain 
smnething material, and I r^ard spirit and matter 
as ccmtaining ecarcdy any {winciplcs in common. 
Now 1 cannot amcdve it possible that two material 
substances should at one and the same time occupy 
one and the same place; yet there is no impossibility 
that a spiritual and a material substance should 
occupy the same |dace at the same time. 

Bi. You are of opinion then that matter may 
exclude matter, but that matter cannot exclude 


spirit ? 

Eue. That is my <^nion; sod I bdieve it is the 
genmJ opinkm of those who hold ths db^uine of 
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the spiritUftlity oi thk human miod» or indeed cS the 
existence of wpint at alL 

Ba. You speak of spirit and matter occupying 
the place at. the same time; hate ycHi an 
idea ot two spirits occupying the tame place at (he 
same time? 

Ecr. I have never, ixdaed, thought it neoetaary 
to form tueh g yanilation; for as spirit is to 
essentially different fttxn matter, it is almost, if not 
altogether, impossible to oonceive of V as existing 
and occupying any given space after the manner of 
a material substance. 

Bi. Ckarly so; but you have admitted, and must 
admit, that matter and spirit may be in the same 
place at the same time; now if spirit be in the same 
place as matter, it mustbe in some place. Tbequestioo 
is, not whether spirit occupies place, as matter does, 
but whether it exists in plaoe. It c^tainly does 
not occupy place to the exclusira of matter, bot if 
it be where matter ia, it must be in smne jdace. 

Ecr. By conceiving spirit to exist .in any limited 
space, you give H ifaape,whi€^ is one of the attributes 
of matter : and the idea of shape seems quite incoo- 
siitent with rny notion of spirit. 

Br. So it dm with mine. But I do not sae bow 
you €Rn get rid of the notion of smneriupc connected 
^witlftilnite mod limited spirit. Here ini I, oonvers- 

m8 
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fng with you in the dty czlled Lcndooi Have I 
a spirit? 

Eur. 1 think you have 

Br» And is that anywhere oi nowhere ? 

Ecr. it is sofnewbere^ no doubt. 

Br. You do not think that it is in Calcutta, now 
that my body is in l^oodon t 

£dr. I do not 

Br. You think, then, that there is a place where 
my spirit is, and that there is a place where it 
is not ? 

Ena. It is impossible to think otherwise. 

fit. Will you not find it difficult to imagine a 
place where spirit is, and a place where it is not, 
without conedving the possibility oi drawing a line 
between the two ? 

EvRs It is difficult, if not impossible. 

Br. Drawing a line then between the place where 
spirit is and the place where it is not, is clearly 
giving spirit a shape. For if my spirit be in 
London at this tune and not in Calcutta, it is also 
in Middlesex and not in Essex; and if it be in 
Middlesac and not in Emex, it must either fill the 
whole of Middlesex ot occupy some part oi it only. 
If it fill the srii(de county, or only part of it, still 
there is a line to be drawn b e t wee n where it is and 
where it is not 
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E 0 B, You to be attempting to drive me 

into some abaurdity c<»cermng spirit, and yet 
^ou perplex your own notioot of deity by proving 
that ^rit imiit eMentially have shape. 

Bb. By no meani. Shape ia aa repugnant to my 
notions of spirit aa it can be to yours. I am only 
c^duavouring to shew you that ahape is inseparablt! 
from the notioi^ of finite spirit; for finite is bound* 
ed, limited, defined in its measure and dimensionK, 
consequently shaped. But the infinite qnrit, which 
I call God, has no shape, for we cannot say of it, 
tliat it is here and not there. Now your notion of 
the Divine Spirit diffm not, I think, from mine. 

Eub. We seem to have the same notions on that 
point. But bow does all this tend to prove your 
point, that the doctrine of materialism is one of the 
foundations of pure theism f 

Be. Is it not essential to pure theism that we 
regard the deity as a pure and perfect sprit, filling 
immensity with his preacnco ? Do we not consider 
him to be always every-wbere ? 

Eue. Most undoubtedly. 

Bb. Now, can you imagtae there can be two 
omnipresent spirits in the universe? 

Eub. I cannot conceive it poarible; for if there 
could l)e two, there could be two thousand. The 
eme^itfipesent qnrit excludes any other omnipre* 
tfent spirit. 
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Dt. I think yon haye almost admitted) that 
finite spirits must haye {daeot and having jdace 
must have shape. 

Eua. Nay, nay, I can never admit that epuit, 
being invisible) has shape. 

Ba« YeS) but do you not admit) that though no 
two parrions matter can bC) at one and the same 
time in the same place) yet that spirit may be in the 
same place that matter if. and can you imagine any 
Bubstaise occupying ^ce and having no shape ? 

Eca. But we cannot reaaoo concerning spirit as 
concerning matter. 

Ba« Clemdy not: mid that is the reason why 1 
contend that your notion of finite spirit involves an 
absutdity) becauseit compels you to reason of spirit 
as of matter. But to return to what 1 was just 

4 

now saying; you cannot admit of the existence of 
two omnipr e s en t spirits? 

Ena. Of course) t cannot. 

Ba. You would possiUy think it absurd to say 
that) when immensity is filled by an omnipresent 
spirit) there is room fat more t 

Eta. It would be an absurdity to say so. 

Ba. A.nd do you think that there would not be 
some degree of absurdity in saying that two finite 
spirits call) at we and thesame tune, occupy the 
same place ? 
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Euft. You raisuodmUnd me: when 1 speek 
about sfirit occupying place, it does not occupy 
place as matter does. 

Ba. No, certainly not It occupies place as 
spirit does. Well, then, aball 'we not say that 
matter occupies place, to die exclusion of matter, 
but not to the exclusiofl of spirit; and that spirit 
occupies place, to the exclusion of spirit, but not 
to the exclusion of matter f 

Eoi. I hardly know what to say to that; for { 
cannot apprehend how spirit occupies place. 

Br. Yet you are suffictently able to think of the 
omnipresent spirit occupying all immensity as tu 
be aware that it would be an absurdity to imagine 
two or more omnipresent spirits occupying the 
some immensity. 

Ena. Certainly, I can see there would be an 
absurdity in such a suppoaitioo; for if we supposed 
that there were two or more omnipresent spirits, 
we could not say one them that it filled 
immensity. 

Ba. Well, then, would it not be equally absurd 
to say that two or more finite and limited spirits 
could occupy the aame finite and limited qiace ? 

Eua. So it does a{^)ear, oertainly. 

Bi.' You see, then, that, on the very ground 
Khicff* pfbvents you from considering it possible 
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that there should be two wmipresent spirits in tiie 
universe, you are led to cooclude that no two finite 
spirits can at one and the same time occupy the 
samefdace. 

Eoe. 1 may be led to that conclusion; and what 
then? 

Ba. Tb<m you are led to acknowledge, that 
where one spirit ia, another canno( be. 

Eva. I see it. 

Ba. If then, where one spirit is, anotiier spirit 
cannot be, will it not follow that so mudi of space, 
be it greater or less, as is occupied by a finite spirit, 
cannot at the same time be occupied by the infinite 
spirit ? And will it not, therefore, follow, that if 
you admit the eiisteiMe of what you are pleased 
to call finite spirits, you eith^ deny the omni* 
presence of the infinite or, admitting the 

omnipresence, you admit that two spirits may Ik* 
in the same place at the same time, and therel>y 
leave room for the admisskm of two or more omni- 
present spirits? On this ground, therefore, 4 I 0 
I maintain, that the denial of what is commonly 
called the doctrine of immateriality does not only 
not lead to atbeim, but that it is the proper support 
of a true tbdsro, seeing that it is the only theory 
of spirit which is perfectly compatible with the 
omnipresence of the Infinite Spirit. 



I^IALOGQES. 


955 

Eoe« I sec the drift of your argument* as it 
concerns the doctrine of materialiss; and widumt 
admitting that you have convinced me* will you 
he kind aiough to proceed to the doctrine of 
necessity, as another tbeistical argument ? Only 
let me request of you not to go over the uld grotiml 
of the argument of necessity in general; but simply 
let me know liow it is that you iind in this theory 
an argument in favour of theism. 

Br. I think I can do tl)at in one word:^)m- 
nipotencc. 

* Kur. Omnipotence.? 

Be. Yes. I speak of ^the omni}>otencc of the 
Deity* which* of course* you admit. 

Eua. Of course* I admit titc divine omnipotent^; 
but I cannot see how tlieoronipoteDceof God should 
have any thing to do witli the liberty of the huniati 
will* either one way or aiioUter. 

Da. What is your idea of omnipotence? 

Eur. My idea of omnipotence is expressed by 
the won! itself* which signifies possessing almighty 
power. » 

Be. That is, powa* to do anytliing t 

Eua. Exactly so ;-^-power over all other power. 

Be. But what do you mean by speaking of all 
other power* when you speak of one being a.s 
80sriffg ^ power? for that must be the meaning of 
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the word omnipotent. Can there be other power 
than all power ? 

Eob. There can be no other power than that 
which the Creator communicates. 

Bi. When you speak of cummunicatiog power, 
do you mean that the Creator parts with any power 
when he thus communicates it t 

Eub. Certainly, he loses no power when he com* 
municates power to an ^ of his creatures. 

Ba. Does he create any new power t 

Eitr. By DO means; he merely communicates 
power. 

Be. You must excuse me, if my imperfect know¬ 
ledge of the iBnguage in which we are now am* 
verang compels me to say, that I do not understand 
what is meant by OMnniumcating power, when, on 
the one hand, the Creator parts with no power that 
he possesses, and, on the other, he creates do new 
power. Is the powo*, which the creature possesses, 
a power which existed before be possessed it, or is 
it nntP 

Ecb. You are preparing a dilemma for me. 

Ba. I am preparing to make you comprehend 
your own idea of omnipotence; and to shew you 
that you attribute too much to omnipotence and 
too little to the Omnipotent. 

Ecb. You speak paradoxically. HCT#* can* I 



DIALOCrSt. 


M7 


attribute too little to the OmDipotait when I attri* 
bute omnipotence to him P 

Bb. But do you attribute omnipotence to him P 
You attribute to him powers great power« the 
greateat power: but that ii not all power. Do you 
not aee, if there be any power in the universe be* 
sides the power of the Creator, that the Creator 
docs not poaseas all power? You may represent 
him as supreme in power, but you do^lot attribute 
all power to him, if you represent any other being 
08 possessing power. 

Kua. Whatever power created brings possess, 
they have it in dependence on the Supreme Power. 

Bb. So far bs man is dependent, be has not 
power. 

Eua. Not supreme power. 

Ba. Not any power. 1 am dependent on thc^ 
Creator for life; he gives me life, but not the power 
of life; that rests with him. 

Eob. Then I suppose you will contend that the 
Creator pves you to will, but not a power over 
will ? 

Bt. So I apprehend the matter. 

Eua. And you hold that you are not the cause 
of your own actiuas ? 

Bb. I hold tliat I am altogether an effect; and 
cfii^t's arc not causes, thotigh they may Ik* the 
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means of the transmiseioD of action. But I will 
not wander into the old discussion of liberty and 
neceeaity ; it is enough for the purpose to shew 
yout that the doctrine of Deceasity, so far trotn 
being at oil conductre to atheism, is in truth the 
only Ttew of the subject which is consistent with 
the absdute omnipotence of the Creator. Will is 
a result; is it not ? 

Eoe. Of courv. F U you are gmng now again 
into the ordinary discusrion of the question of 
liberty and necessity. 

Bb. I will endeavour to avoid it. When I say that 
will is a result, I mean that, though will originates 
action, yet will itsdf is originated by the constitu¬ 
tion of the mind and the position of circumstanoes, 
and you can no more form a philosophical concep¬ 
tion of a thought or conceptioD originated by mun, 
than you can form a conception of a sixth sense. 
Man's being is altogether dqiendent, and is but a 
transmission of impulses; and, as we apprehend, 
through ignorance, that the banning of our being 
is the beginning of tune, so we apprehend, by a still 
deeper ignorance, that the develt^ment of chmee is 
the spring of action. 

Eva. Thus far you reason as the necessarians; 
and I have no objection to concede you that point, 
and to allow the doctrine of necessity to be 
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phkaUy true. But how does that doctrine comport 
better with the existenceof a deity than the doctrine 
of liberty f 

Ba. Simply for this reason, that necessity sup^ 
poses God to have all power, and man to have 
none; while liberty, on the other hand, supposeN 
man to have some power, though it supposes God 
to have greater: whereas the proper notion of 
God is omnipotence. , 

4 

Ede. I see your ai|piiDent in both points: you 
think that the omnipresence of the Divine Spirit 
excludes the existence oT conception of finite spirits, 
and you conceive that the divme omnipotence ex¬ 
cludes all other power. This k your meaning, I 
apprehend ? 

Be. It is so ; but I do not suppose that it con¬ 
vinces you, or shakes your faith in your hmditary 
metaphysical notions. 

Eub. I cannot say that it does; yet peradven- 
lure it may be as plaunUe as any other metajAy- 
sical arguments, which are for the most part talkings 
about that which mao understands not abd cannot 
comprehend. 

Bb. I agree with you. 
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ft • • ft 

Eixb. 1 must oHiftes that some of your metaphy* 
sical notions do appear to me altogether extravagantf 
and, without wishing to use the term disrespectfully, 
absolutely absurd. 

Ba. Will you be pleased to state some ot those 
absurdities, and we will examine them together, and 
it may pcriups then appear that the absurdity 
is not so much in our admission of these notions as 
in your rgectkm of them. 

Eoa. I think I heard you say that you bdonged 
to the Sanehya school f 

B«. I said so. 

Eut. That school, then, attributes to mind a 
power which it does not and cannot possess; of 
which we have no evidence dtha* from our senses 
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or from hhioryjSf^hiA wouUlje utterly usekw to 
all the pncticd pujpoees of life. 

Bt. You ere looiewhEt eerere id your animad* 
veniMu od the Sanchye philoe^)y. Now, as you 
are to positive aa to what mind is iocapable of 
doingt you cao probably tell me what it is capable 
of, and what ia its nature t 

Eua. Very little can be knownof mind, for mind 
itself it that which knows, and emt |hat which is 
known. 

Ba. But mind has power, and can use that 
power, and may know its own power by the result 
of its own efforta 1 am of Patanjalfs school (the 
theistical), and I aak what, are your notions of the 
attributes of the Great Sprit that supremely rules 
the universe ? 

Eva. I attribute to him infinite power, infinite 
knowledge and wisdom. , . 

Ba. Then you suppose the wisdom and the power 
of the Supreme equal 

Etra. I do. *}■ 

Ba. If, then, you admit that tha^feluro and 
power of the Supreme are equal, lu^. you any 
reason to suppose that the wisdom atid^piwer of 
created beings are unequal ? ^ 

Evi. Do you mean by this question to imply 
fhaAn lifen wisdom and power are equal, and that 
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accordii^ to our wiidom lo u otv poirer> Mul ao- 
cordiog to our power ao is our wisdom? 

B&« That certainly is my meaningi and that U 
my briirf. 

Eca. I see no reason why it diould not be so. 

Bb. I see evay reason why it should be so; ior 
that which is all-powerful is all*wise, and that which 
has no power has oo wisdom. 

Eva* I will not gtiiuiay it: for I wish not to 
quibble^ but to inquire. 

Ba. Can the mind gain strength ? 

Eub. Of that I should think that there can be 

• 

little doubt. The emstant efforts of intellectual 
per a ons are directed to strengthening and enlarging 
the mind. 

Ba. That is to say, increasing its power ? 

Eoa. Clearly ao. 

Ba. Vou see and are cooTinoed that powir and 
knowledge are coinddait in their increase ? 

En. I see it 

Bil Then I would ask you, can you set any 
assignable Ixauts to the improvement and enlarge¬ 
ment of the mind? 

Eoa. Vos! certaiDly I cannot; but at the tame 
time I will not admit— 

Ba. nay, I beseech you not to p^>laa the 
subject by digreadoos. I only ask you‘U> t^ mw 
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«hat yaix wiB Admit, axkd not what you viU not 
admit You will admit that ki man power and 
wiidom aia reqaaedvoly equal, and that one cannot 
be iDoreaaed or dimiiuibed without a ccmqMndaag 
increase or (hminutkm of ^ other f 
Ecjm. But Id what ooueequeDoee will all thu 
lead f I fear I have coDoefed too much. Surelyi 
a man may have«inore knowledge than power. 

Bx. 1 thought it was a pnndpk laid down by 
your great philosopher Bacon, and generally ad> 
initted by the people of England and France, that 
knowledge is power. * ' 

Eoa. To a certain extent, perhiq>rf, it may be so» 
Bi. If the extent be certaij^ perluq>s you can 
state to what extent ? 

Eua. Ah, ymi are laugfaiog at our oo n ver ia - 
tipnal peculiarity, in using the word oertoin when 
the thing oi which we ycak is uncertain^ But I 
mil concede that knowledge certainly giees power* 
Ba. Wdl then, if a little knowledge gives a 
little power, a great deal of knowledge giro a great 
deal of power t ’ 

£ce. 8 # it should seem, indeed. 

Ba. By what arguownt, dma, will you shew, 
that if increase of knowledge be ioceease of power, 
the increase of power does not ke^ pace with the 
inCrede oi*knowledge ? 
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Edb. I have, indeed^ no arguoMt tor luoh pur¬ 
pose. But still, though as knowledge increases 
power moy iocrease, it dues not ftiUow that the; are 
absolutely equal 

Ba. You may for your own purposes think so, 
but I cantkH iinagine bow you can with your own 
principles prove it; f<w if you admit that where 
there is all knowledge there is all power, and where 
there is no l^iowkdge Uiece is no power, and that 
increase of knowledge is increase of power, you will 
\)e pusaled to shew bow knowledge and power do 
not always bear the same proportion to each other. 
Permit tne to illustrate. You can suppose grada¬ 
tions of power and luiowledge between all and 
none? 

Eoa. I can so. 

Ba. You can also suppose a progression from 
none to all ? 

Boa. Most undoubtedly. 

Ba. Very good. Then in the. course at this 
progression, increase of power keeps pace with in¬ 
crease of knowledge, and if at any period ci the 
progress there should be more knowledge than 
power, bow can4he knowledge and the pow«^ ever 
both arrive at the infinite ? Seeing that, let them 
progrett as far as they may, the power must always, 
if ever, be iofrrior to the knowledge, oM if*kllc^r- 
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ledge merely produces a degree of power» then, 
when kuovledge et its infinite beighi haa produced 
a power that ii not infinitei it can do no more. Do 
you nott therefore, see that, if power and knowledge 
arc equal at their greatest h^ht, and that they can 
increase by degrees, they must be equal in every 
step of their progr ess P 

Eub I believe I must acknowledge it 

Bb. Having then laid this foundation, we will 
now, if you please, proceed to consider any doc* 
trines of the Sanebya school to which you may 
object: for, unless we be agreed on first principles, 
all our reasonings and arguments will be but as 
fighting with air. 

Eub. I should premise that my knowledge of 
the metaj^ysical doctrioesof your school is derived 
from the report of others; but still the reporters are 
in every way so competent, that I think I may re* 
gard them as undoubted authority. I have read 
the following statement of your doctrines, and to 
my mind they are all equally objectionable. ^ The 
Sanchya echoed consider that there is a transcendent 
power attainable by man, which* is eightfold: 1, 
shrinking into a minute form; 2, enlarging to a 
gigantic body; 9, assuming levity; 4, possessing 
unlimited reach ci organs (as toudung the moon 
^tH*the ftp (rf rite finger); 5, irresistihle will; 6, 
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dominion orer all thingi; 7^ &cultj of changing 
the coum of nature; 8, ability to accomplifth 
everything." 

Bi. Right; those are doctrioea of our school: 
now, what objection can you have to any or all of 
them ? 

Eoa. Excuse me, but really I can scarcely avoid 
smiling at the gravity with which you seem pre¬ 
pared to defend these l'^traTagaocief^ and I may say 
imposeibilitiea. 

Ha. Excuse me also, but it does not become you 
to call these doctrines impossibilities, after the con* 
cesMi<m which you have made of the possible unli* 
mited enlargement of the mind. 

Era. Yes, the enlargement or improvement of 
the mind must be admitted; but you are speaking 
of the enlargement of the body, and of its as mira* 
uuIouB diminuticn]. 

Ba. Certainly I am; and has not mind power 
over matter, and did not mind create the universe f 

Eua. That may be Tery true:—but I will aak 
you one question, which may presently set the 
matter at rest. Have you ever seen, or heard any 
authentic account of, any philosopher of your sect 
thus actuaUy enlarging or diminishing his body ? 

Bt. An answer to that questkm hy no means 
sets the matter at rest; fiw althourt I sa^ 
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that I had never been witoeea of such a fact, and 
had nerer seen one who had, that would not prove 
the thing impoanble. Have you seen everything 
done which is poedble to be done? Ib it powible 
to leap from this window into the stmt ? 

Eua. Certainly it is. 

Bb. Have you ever done it, or have you ever 
seen any cme dq it ? 

Era. No;—but by the univerifUy admitted 
laws of nature, by erne's own iedings, one must 
know the possibility of it 

Bb. In like manner may I say, by the univer* 
sally admitted principle that knowledge ts power, 
by the acknowledged principle that the mind may 
go on progresaiTely improving to an inconceivable 
and unlimited extent, and by (»e's own feelings of 
tlie power of mind over matter, one must know the 
possibility of this transemident power, which the 
Yoga^^isita of Patanjali aiSrms to be attainable 
by man. 

Eub. Still, if you could give us a little ocular 
demonstration of these things, it might tend more 
to our ccmvjctioo than the most subtle reasonings. 
You say that it is possible to attain an unlimited 
reach of oigaas, so as to touch the moon with the 
tip of the finger; « n ow the moon is much higher 
thafl the^eiling of the room in whidt we are sitting, 

Hi 
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and yet methiokf you will oerer be able to touch the 
ceiling with the tip of your finger. If you could 
only show me now that you can reach to the top of 
of this rooni» you would go some little way to con- 
vince me of the verity of your pretaiaio&A 

Be. Ah, my good friend, and if you would only 
jump halfway out of thit window into the street, 
you would convince me of the possibility of jumping 
the whole way. 

Eoa. Verily, I should coovmce myself too, and 
that with a vengeance. But now, to speak se¬ 
riously, I beg that you would consider the dif* 
ferencethat which you desire me to do is 
dangerous and incravenieot, and I have no wish 
to tweak my neck. 

Bb. And I have no wish to touch the ceiling of 
this room. 

Bob. At this rate, you may affirm anything you 
will as bring within the compass of human power, 
and then, when asked for a practical demonstration, 
you may decline it, as being not within the range 
of your wishes. 

Ba. Truly, it appears to me that you are of the 
Sanchya school yoursdf, and that you believe in 
transcendent power that is attainable by man; for 
you admit that knowledge is powa*, and that know¬ 
ledge, and consequently power, may iner^M to ah 
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ineoDceivable d^ree, or in other words, to a certain 
extent, which yoa aftenranls acknowledge to be 
uDcerUiti. 

Etra. Yes, ;es,~but there must be aune limit, 
though I maj not be able for a certainty to say 
what that limit ia 

Ba. To prove that theie it a limit, you nmst 
show by reasoning the oecearity of a limit, or you 
must adduce instances of those whi( have reached 
the limit. 

£ub. Why reason and experience may suffice* 
to make us pretty dertaio that no mortal being 
can ever touch the moon with the tip of his finger. 
I am aware that you include affimeUum amongst 
your demonstrative evidence. 

Ba. I cannot tell what reasem may do, but how 
can you say that experience may convince you ? 
Have you ever known any individual ao far exert 
the powers of his mind, as to endeavour to touch 
the moon. 

Ecra. No,—and if any one had ever made the 
attempt, I should have thought him mad, for 
aiming at an impossibility and a thing alt<^ther 
useless and undesirable. 

Ba. As for the matter impossibility, yuit 
cannot pronounce upem that, for nobody knows 
Vhfi be\an do till be tries; and as to the un- 
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dearableoetB and inutility the thing, you have 
furnished yourarif with an answer to your own 
objection, when you asked roe to touch the ceiU 
ing with the tip my finger. There is a differ* 
cnce, you see, iKcween what is undesirable and 
what is impossible. You people of Europe are 
so mucli taken up with material things, and with 
matters that cooccru the body, that you have no 
time to thinly at leut »oth the depth and refine* 
ment of the Iliiidua 

Eva. Indeed, you do us great injustice, and 
give a very unfair represeutation of European in¬ 
tellect. Tlie English are emphatically called a 
most thinking people* 

Ba. Indeed! Do the English think as much 
as they possibly can ? 

Eva. I will not go so far as to say that, but I 
think I may venture to say that there are few if 
any people who think more deeply and profoundly 
than they do, for the roost part; our matberoati* 
ciana and metaphysicians have manifested striking 
proofs of deep thought. 

Ba. In this matter, I think you rather flatter the 
English people, for they have so many pursuits, of 
wealth, of ambition, of amusememt, that th^ seem 
to have no habit of contmuity of thou^t, but they 
fly from one topic to another, and never^ dwell oh 
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MXty one thing long enough to have any single idea 
developed in their minds* They have too many 
books to read, so that, instead of being occupied 
with their own thou^ts, they are altogether taken 
up with the thoujj^ts of others, which perhA))s 
ailer all are no thoughts, but merely words in t\w 
place of thoughts* I have never heard of uny 
EngUehman s^)endjog forty years absorbed with 
one topic of thought, and not diverting his mind 
from it for a single moment durihg the whole 
period. How then can you imagine that they 
can think profoundly, if they do not think con¬ 
tinuously ? 

Eua. Ah, my good Sir, I can really see iki 
licnefit to be derived from this abstracted and 
dreamy kind of reverie, which you now speak. 
It rather bewilders than strengthens the mind, and 
it leads to those strange vagaries, which you call 
the doctrines of the Sanchya school of {^ilosophy, 
and such like extravagancies. 

Ua. Which extravagancies, let me remind you, 
you have not yet refuled.^But sup))Ose now 1 
should shew you tliat you have had a philosoiilier 
of the Sanchya schoiJ in England, and not merely 
one professing the doctrines o the school, but one 
who has practically exmpliSed them in his own 
• pvsoQ 3^ 
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Euft* lodeedj if you should shew me that, you 
will shew me thiM which will astooish one as much 
as if I should now see you touch the ceOing of this 
room with the dp of your fingm. May I ask his 
name? 

Ba. His name was Lemuel Gulliver. 

But. Pardon me» *my good friend, but you are 
altogether in an error as lo that matter. There 
nevar was any such perwm in exist^ce as l^emuel 
GulliTer; and thoaa tmvids which go by his name 
were mere political satires, written by an Irish cler* 
gyman, named Swift. 

Ba. How know you that ? 

Boa. Every body says so; there is no doubt 
about the matter. 

Ba. Then, if you were to live among the San* 
chya philoeophers, you would believe in their doc¬ 
trines; you would say, "Every body says so; 
there is no doubt about the matter.**—Now you 
must permit me to say, that you Europeans have a 
stimge way of r^uladng your belief, by what 
everybody says—the fa^ is, you do not think for 
yourselves; you let other people think for you. 
How can you ever get at truth without thinking ? 
Some of you, indeed, may talk with great leadi* 
ness, but you do not think jwtifcxmdly. I see that 
you really know nothing about Lemud QuUiver; 
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80 you DiAy take my word for it be was a practical 
philoeopber of the Sanchya Bcbool; eo that he did 
at one time ehrinkinto a miDute fbm, and at an- 
oiho* be enlarged hioiKlf into a gigantic body. 

Eua. I muse be permitted to say that it seems 
to me that you labour undef a Utile error in this 
matter, even supposing, and admitting the Uteral 
truth of Gullhrer's travels; for be does not repre¬ 
sent himself as undergoing any change as to his 
own body, but as visitiDg at one time people of very 
small dimensions, and at another tune dwelling 
awlule amidst a race of gianta 

Ba. Very likely it may so seem to you, who are 
not accustisned to the Hindu philosophy, but 1 can 
see that Gulliver was a true philosopher, who tes^ 
this mode of introducing the ktx>wledge of the sys¬ 
tem to his own countiymen. He vary strictly and 
carefully tells you in what part of the globe these 
islands are placed, in order to induce other people 
to vifit them, so that, when they find the inliabi- 
tants to be of the usuakdimemdoiu, they may en¬ 
quire into the cause of Lemuel Gulliver's mistake, 
and then be led to a knowledgeof the traoscendenial 
doctrines of tbe Sanchya school. 

Ena. Truly, your theory u mm ingenious than 
^cogvind^g. 

Ba. Europeans cannot be convinced, for they 
do not thinL y#8 
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Eur. Na;, indeed, the more I think, the more I 
Beem opposed to your philosc^y. Your notion 
conceminf^ Lemuel Gulliver ib clearly an error, and 
is as fanciful as the rest of your opinions, and I 
could almost imagine that you desgn your whole 
argtimeni as a piece of amuaement, or an exercise 
of the wits. For do you really imagine that, if 
these thing! were in the po^ tT of tnen, we should 
not frequently, or at least cKcuBionally, see inAtances 
of tire exercise of that power P Should we not 
BomctiincB m ]K*ople touching the moon with the 
tips of their fingers ? 

Hr. You do not know what th^ may do when 
they are absent or asleep. But still, though it may 
never have happened, you do not know tliat it is 
tliercf^He impossible. Po'fcction in our philosophy 
requires greater time and sacriticcs than men are in 
general willing to bestow upcni it. D<i not you 
knuw that it ro<]uires much effort and patkwe, and 
many sacrificia, in moral ufTairs, to conquer evil 
habits and sulxiue the laind to olrediencc ? You 
Uiink this ]iOKsilile and even dcairablc, and yet how 
few people mxxnnpUsh it ! Now, though you 
might think it desirable for the extraordinariness 
and singularity of the thing, }*et peradventure you 
might not think it so very desirable as t^give^Pi 
for the sake of it, all your potneogiops, amusements, 
and human interests. ^ 



£uk. X will indeed acknowledge to you, thAt 1 
do not think touching the mooo with the tip of my 
finger to be eo very deeivBble ae to surrender every 
thing else for the sake of it* 

Ba. Well, pohape not:—! al«ft am of opinion 
that there are many things in life far more de< 
sirable than to be able to Couch the mom with the 
tip of my finger; but we are not to imagine it 
therefore impoedble, any more than wc arc to su|>- 
poae it impossihle for a man to conquer evil habits, 
liecausc he finds it more pleasant to continue in 
them than to subdue them* 

Eva. You have not convinced me yet. I must 
converse with you again on this topic. 

Bm. Most willingly, when it may suit your con¬ 
venience. 


276 


DIALOGUES BETWEEN A BRAHMIN AND AH 

EUROPEAN. 

Ill 

Eos. Since we lent diM.uwd the Sanchya phi- 
loBopliy, I have been thinking very cloeely on the 
subject of our con venation) and I—but what do 
you «nile at ? 

Be. I smile, my good friend, at your notion of 
thinking. It is little more than three weeks since 
the conversation, to which you allude, took place, 
and in the course of that time you have been at five 
dinner-parties, you have made an excursioo to 
Brighton, and you have read four new novels, to 
say nothing of newspapers and magazines; you 
have also, as I have heard, made sexeral good bat^ 
gains at the Royal Exchange. Now, what time 
can you possibly have had for thinking? 

Eva. 1 have had abundance of time, notwith¬ 
standing all these ocoupationj, to think so much of 
your themes as to be assured that the? are totallv 
without foundati<m. 
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Bft. If they be to totally without foundation^ 
why have you not overthrown them f or ratha*, 
wliy have they oot fallen of tbenselvee ? You 
eay you have thought^ and the reeult of your 
thought IS) that the Sanchya philosophy is without 
foundation ;'^permit me now to ronind you, that 
you have yourself, in our former cemversation, laitl 
the foundatiotr of it, even in your principle that 
knowledge is power, and that the mind may pro> 
grew to a point of which you have no conception. 
Here is the foundation : now, do you retract what 
you then said ? Do you think that the mind is 
incapable of all advance, or can you say positively, 
and for an unquestionable truth, bow far it is ca- 
pable of advancing? 

h!ua. I have no wish to retract anything I have 
formerly said, but I cannot see on what principle 
you con maintain that it is possiUe for a man to 
have <x attain unto Irreristible will, Dominion over 
all things, Faculty of changing thecourseof nature, 
and Ability to accomplish every thing. 

Ba. I maintain these doctrines, I say*again, on 
the principle which you yourself allow, namely, 
the power of the mind to improve and advance to 
an inconceivaUe and unlinrited extent. 

Eoa. Yes; but when we 
the mind^o improve and advance, we have reference 


speak of the power of 
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merely to the exercise of iu feculties; to the 
atrcngthening of memory by practice; to the sharp* 
ening the discriminative faculty and brightening 
the imaginative. And it is ea^ enough to con* 
crivc of this as being very possible and rational; 
we have evidence of iiy indeedt by actual experi* 
n)cDt ; but your oorions are absolutely outrageous 
and extravagant. 

Ba. May not the Sancl‘; a philosophy appear to 
you outrageous and extravagant merely for want of 
thought on your part ? You have never used the 
means to attain to the glorious objects which it 
proposes. 

Eot. What are the means, I pray you? for 
truly I should like to make the experiment, if I 
thought it possible that I could succeed, even in a 
degrw. If I wuld make myself as tall us the mo¬ 
nument, I sltould make my fortune by letting my* 
self out for a shew. 

Bi. This is truly English; you ue always me* 
ditating u])on the means of making money. But 
it would cost you a fortune to build a house large 
oicmgh to contain you. 

Eua. Very true, and where should I find a tailor 
to make clothes for roe did not think of this. 

Br. And yet you talked this minute of thinking 
very clwly.-^Now permit me to ask you a quctl 
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tion. If you have a desire to accomplish any ob¬ 
ject,—a real and earnest desire,—would you not 
naturally use tlic means for its accompli Hhinent ? 

Eua. Certunly. 

Bh. Now, in our last conTcrsalion, perhaps you 
may recollect, you aaid that you did not think 
touching the moon with the tip of your finger to 
be so very durable as to surrender every thing 
else for the sake of it! * 

Eui. That is still tny feeling;—yet, to make 
myself ns toll as the monument, in comparatively 
nothing to tonehing the moon with my Imncl. 

Bi. Ay, I si'e Imw it is; you arc dis}K«ed to 
use our philosophy as you Christians are too much 
in the habit of uring your religion ; you will just 
take a little of it, so much as will not interfere very 
seriously with your worldly pursuits. You people 
of Europe ore mightily calculating:—you have been 
computing that if to reach the moon would take 
your whole life and your whole thought, it would 
require a very short time and a very little thought 
to grow as tall as the memument. 

Euh. I must omfess, that is my feeling. 

Be. And yet I fear that, even for so small a 
growth as to the height of the memument, you would 
^c^rcely ^vc patience to use the means;—fur all 
the attention and all the thoughts are required, an<l 
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the mind must not wander away to foreign objects, 
t If you were to hear of the arrival of an India ^ip 
in the riveri you would be intmupted in the moat 
profound amtemplatioQ that you could puasibly be 
engaged in, and I much questim whether a card of 
invitation to dine at tlie Mansion House would 
not put to flight all your philoaophy) as the firing 
of a gun disperses the c*vtws from one of your 
corn-fields* * 

Ena. I think if I had an object to attain and a 
desire to attain it, I could patiently use the means. 

Be. Do you really and truly think you could 
keep your eyes resolutely fixed on the top of your 
nose, when the Timu newspaper is brought into 
your apartment? Would 2 x>t^our curiosity be 
prompted to take a peep at the price of stocks ? 

Eub. Now, indeed, you are only laughing at me. 
For wliat can the keeping my eyes fixed on the top 
of my nose iiave to do with the attaining of a 
transcendratal power? 

Ba. It has very much indeed to do with the 
attaining of transcendental power. 1 beseech you 
to make trial. 

Eira. For how long a time? 

Bm. Say for ten or Sfieen yaua. 

Eve. For taa or fifteen years f I ihouldi be 
weary of it in less than aa many minutes. 
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He. Or, if jou prefer it, yw mMj dt with your 
hands fcdded above jour bead fat the stroe time. 

Eob. I should lose the use of my anna 

Be. But you would recover their use by the time 
chat you grew to the bei^t of the monument. 

Eoh. And not befmw, 1 think. But are you 
<]uite sure tliat in ten or fifteen years I should be 
as tall as the monument ? 

Be. I am not quite sure; but if you should not 
find fifteen years long enough, you cnigfit try thirty* 

Ena. Oh, most horril^! What a dreadful 
penance your philosophy imposes! 

Ba. Say, rather, what a glcBious object it pro* 
poses. 

Eub. An object not at all commensurate with 
the labour required4o attain it. 

Bb. On the contrary, it seems to me that the 
object which it proposes is infinitdy beyond the 
labour which it imposes; because it gives you all 
things for the sacrifice of some things. 

Eub. But if it might take me thirty years to 
reach the bright of the monument, bow long would 
it take me to reach the moon P 

Ba. CoDcemiog the time which it might take to 
accomplish such things, 1 may not speak positivriy; 
for modem writers doubt, cooaideriDg the shortness 
of 1Mb, whAher the end can be gained in the present 
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a^. Howevo', if you have any 
try. 

Eua. Have you ever tried youndf? 

Ba. I have noti becauie I have oo doubt. I am 
ccmtent with my pceteot etature and my present 
powers, and as I do not question the dogmas of our 
philosophers, I make no efforts after greater powers 
or loftier stature. 

Ena. And, I tbiok, • may as well be content 
alio. 


doubts, you may 


Ba. Yes, but your content arises only fnmi doubt 
and sceptidsiD. I know that, such is European 
ambition, you would undergo much in order to 
obtain donunion over all things. 

Eva. I acknowledge that I do doubt,--or, 1 
should speak mm*e correctly if I said that I do not 
doubt, but rather I feel assured, that there is no 
verity whatever in your philosophy; that it is 
altogether a thing of the imagination wandering 
of the fancy. It is so essentially absurd—so totally 
out of nature. 

Ba. Excuse roe, my good friend, excuse nie^ 
but I must say that you Europeans know nothing 
at all of what is in nature or out of nature. You 
ate art ail over; you give no time to contemplation; 
you spend all your tune and thou^ts merely and 
entirely on the surfree of things; you'^giveyour 
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undiTided attentkm to that which concerns the 
body only; your very minds are bodily, and what 
you call improring the mind is merely sHcking the 
memory all over with a multitude of facta, which 
are too numcroua to dnk into the mind or produoi' 
any effect in it. You read so much that you can 
never think, and you are K' absorbed in politics 
and nicrchandiza^ that absolutely you do not believe 
in the existence of mind or philosophy^ 

Dob. I confess there may be some truth in what 
you say. 

Db. Ay, very great* truth, and that in almost 
every individual, youndf not excepted. Your 
minds are of no use to you. You think only with 
your bodies, and all your thoughts arc merely 
recollections of bodily aensatims. Ymi believe in 
nothing that may not be seen, heard, felt, emdie^l, 
or tasted. So far from making any endeavour to 
render yourselves more i{nritual, to deliver your* 
selves from the body#aod rise to a glorious trans¬ 
cendentalism, you give all diligence to make your 
bodies more entirely the {msont and dungeons of 
your minda 

Eub. This is rather severe, thcpugh perhaps not 
entirely ^mjust. But may there not be an opposite 
error, in so far abstracting the mind fra^ that which 
IS ^ble iud radooal, as to fill it with dl manner of 
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usdett speculalioos ud ettntagaut notims P And 
is it not aa poadUe to be too Diligent the body 
ae to be too negligent of the mind f 

Bi. Is this your mode of re&soaing ? Do you 
think, because a little stillness and abstraction pro¬ 
duces truth, a great deal will generate talMhood F 
Eua. I thinli that the continued application of 
the mind to one object may be the means of produc¬ 
ing a certain d^^ree of <ltsorptioD more favourable 
to fancy than to truth. Intdlect requires compa¬ 
rison, and comparison requires many objects to be 
presented to the mind. 

Be. But the mind can know nothing of that 
which is hastily prented and as hastily withdrawn. 
You know too roudi to know anything. You say 
you know that there is no truth in our Sanchya 
philosophy; now let me as a fnend implore you, as 
a lover of truth, to keep your eyes fixed upon your 
nose for ten years, just by way of experiment, and 
1 feel convinced that, at the end of that period, you 
will entoiain a difimnt opinion of the Sanchya 
philosophy from what you do now. 

Etra. Nay, nay, you are too unreasonable in your 
request. How would you like to do so yourself P 
fia. In my search after the true philoso{^y, I 
might be w^ng; but, as I am a believer in it, I 
need not to make tbe experiment. ^ * * 
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Ede. And I briieve, if I were to make the expe* 
ritnenty it would fiiU for wiDt of &ith. 

Be. then, now I aee how it ii; you are 

fully determined that you will not believe, and you 
will not uee any means by which you may convince 
yourself; yet, with all this inveterate and obstinate 
prejudice, you plume yourself oo being rational. 
Surely, 1 have iwer met with any people under tlie 
sun more jmjudioed and nairow^miiid^ than you 
jKople of Europe i And I dare say that you fancy 
yourself a bit of a philosoplier, even for questioning 
the truth of our system, and for speaking of it 
accpticaliy and superficially. Now, I shall meet 
YOU again soon, and then I will have a little closer 
talk with you; and I must lieg of you, that you 
will endeavour to be truly rational, and cither to 
deny at once the existence of mind, or be prefiared 
to allow its power. 

Eua. I must l>^ that you will not call me pre¬ 
judiced : I am open to conviction. 

Be. Nay, you are not open to conviction, because 
you will not allow the consequences of yobr own 
premises, when they seem to lead to my ccmclusions. 
But we shall meet again. 
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Br. Have you been thinking any morti on the 
topic of our convmatiun dnce we last met ? 

£ue. / think I have been thinking; but you 
will scarcely allow that Europeans think at all. 

Bk. Verily, in Europe, on Asiatic can liardly 
think. Your climate is too cold; and tlierc is every 
where so much bustle and noise, that cme cannot 
easily get the mind into the attitude of thought; 
and no sooner has a train of reasoning entered the 
mind, than it is put to flight and dispersed in all 
directions by some c<xnmon>liie movements, by 
which we ore prevented from riring to anything of 
a transcendtfDtal eminence. 

Eon. Pardon roe, if there should be any want of 
respect in the suggestion, that you Hindus think 
too slowly in England, especially once tbeintrrv 
duction of 6team^«gines and rail^roads, evo'y thing 
is done with a most amazing rapidity ;^d atf the 
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mifld sympAthiflet with the bodj^ pethapt it m^y 
happen that, aa we can travel ten miles while you 
are travelling one, we can also think ten times as 
quickly as you can. 

Be. It may be so, it becomes not me to doubt 
because I cannot refute it 1 dare say that you do 
think very rapidly, but as the rapidity of your loco- 
motivencss produces aeddenta by exploaioni and 
oversetSi to the great peril and manU^st detriment 
of heads, necks, legs, and arras; so also your over* 
hastiness in thinking frequently terminates in a 
blow-up or a break-down ot your theories. Vour 
proverim seem to indicate something of the kind; 
you say, slow and sure; the more haste 
tlte worse 8}wcd with many others of the same 
complexion, which proverbs would never have had 
any existence in your language but for your perni¬ 
cious propensity to rapidity of movement. You 
may recollect how, in our 6rst convawation, you 
presently admitted those prindplea on whicl) I 
proved to you the Sanchya philoeophy was founded; 
and yet when you saw that the tree of your philo- 
sophy would bear the Sanchya fruit, you imme¬ 
diately cut it down. This is a spedmen of the 
rapidity of your thinking; no wonder then, that, 
when you wish to express any great quickness, you 
say*^^ as quick as thought.** 
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Ekja. There are certaiolj BomepropostioDB which 
may be rejected bb Boon as they are stated; Budi 
fiir instADce, as those which iovolTe an absurdity or 
a contradiction in term You yourself would not 
require any long train of thou^t in order to deny 
the position that it is posable for the same thing 
Co be and not to be at the same time. 

Be. Certainly^ I should not take a long time to 
deny it, because I 6o .•< think that I should be 
(liBposed to deny it 

Eua. Nay, now you are really laughing at me, 
and endearouring to make experimMt of the power 
of aophistry in contradicting me’s senses. 

Be. Ah, there now, pardon me, but youmust allow 
me to say that you English pe^e are too sensible. 

Ece. Too sensible^ You now are disposed to flat¬ 
ter. How is it possible for any one to be too sensible.^ 

Be. Very possible, indeed. You are too sensible 
to be rational. 

Ede. Well again! That is the strangest asser¬ 
tion I have ever heard. Too sensible to be ratiooal t 
I should think that a man only shews his sense by 
bring rational, and that the most sensible would be 
the most rational man. 

Be. I may mistake your language, but I should 
take it that $enMbIe coocems the senses, and rofioitof 
the reason. 
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£ub. We genmllj «{^j the word ienrible to 
the undmlAnding. 

Bs. You do f Then that »true which I hove 
oftco heard uAd of you, that the English philoMk 
phers material tse epirit, and spiritualiie matter. 
Instead of deriving knowledge from mind, you 
imprison mind in matter, and you measure the 
results of mind.by the standard of the senaet. Is 
Dot this manifestly wrong ? ^ 

Eua. But surely it would be absurder still 
to sufler our minds to persuade us out of our 
senses. 

Da. I see, I ace how it ia You are, as I said, 
too sensiUe—you rest alu^ether in the bodily 
senses, and you take their repcwt ooly; and you do 
not use tlie mind at all, or you use it only in 
subserviency to the senses. Your very ap^dicatioa 
of the word sensihJe to the understanding, is a 
proof that your minds are animal 

Ena. But surely the understiDding, as well as 
the aensea, will tell you that it is imposaihle for 
the same thing to be and not Co be at tlie same 
time. 

Ba. 1 am afraid, however, * that even in this 
matter you attribute mem to the mses than to the 
underatanding. Now, if the senses could tell us 
all •ebing^^ where would be the need of uiod or 
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uiideritanding ? I^et me ioqurre, howerer, more 
particulariy whether it be so really absurd, as you 
seem to imagine, to believe that it is possible for 
the same thing to be and ika to be at the same 
time Do you think I can convtDce you t 

Eui. I am almost sure you cannot. 

Ba. There now, you are anning yourself against 
conviction and ckMng your mind ,to reason. Vou 
know, I prauise, that n a very great degree, tlie 
will influences the beluf: now if you flecl coniident 
that 1 cannot convince you, yini will notbeconvinced. 

Eoa. But I must be convinced if 1 cannot afute 
your arguniaits. 

Ba. Not eo, indeed; f<^ when you could not 
refute my arguments concerning knowledge and 
})ower, in our first conversation, you notwitlistand* 
ing refused to admit my ocmclufiioQs; and that 
simply because the theory did not fit your European 
pajudices. 

Eua. WoU, then, I will endeavour to bo os 
open Ut couviction as I possiUy cao« l^t me 
tlierefoiv hear your reasoning, which sliall prove 
that it is possiUe for the same thing to be and not 
to be at the same time. 

Ba. There is an obstacle in the way, which I 
must first remove and that is your strong ]wepot* 
session of the impoasiUlity; I take it fjt grantal 
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that jou am never bdiere a thing to be poesiUe 
till you have ceased to brieve it to be impossible. 

Cua. Clearly. 

Br. Now you affirm it impoesible fa* the sune 
thing to be and not to be at the eome time f 

Ecra. 1 do. 

Dr. In the sentence which expresses your posi- 
tion» you discern three several ideas^ eta. being, 
not being, and time. Do you not i ^ 

Euft. I do* 

Be. If your affirmation then iocludes three ideas, 
you must, if you uuderstand }rour affirmation, 
understand the tdeos included in it. 

Eui. To a]] practical purposes I think that I 
understand tlieac three ideas perfectly well. 

Br. Ah! my good friend, we are not talking 
about practical purposes, but ccmceming i^iloso* 
phictl verities and transcendental truths. TiH 
me, I pray you, what you mean by being? 

Eua. I apprehend that yim hardly need any 
information on that point; our ideas of being 
must be pretty much alike. Every thin|^ that wc* 
can see, hear, feel, smell, or taste, has a being. 

Be. And is there nothing else which has abeiog ? 
IVhat say you cooceming qnrit, which can neither 
he seen, lieard, folt, melt, or tasted ? 

^t7a« Iftnay be dumght of. 

of . 
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Be. Good;-*then bdog includefl whatever can 
be seen» beard, felt, sindt, tasted, of thought of. 
What is not being ? 

Eue. The reverse of being. 

Be. Not being includes, therefore, whit caa nei* 
ther be sera, heard, felt, smelt, tasted, or thought 
of? 

Sue. Stayed me consider. . May not that 
which is not^ be Uioughr '»f? 

Ba. You ore afraid of conceding too much, or, 
in other words, you are afraid of being driven out 
of European theories. 

Ece. Nay, 1 am only fearful lest 1 have given 
a false definition of bang. 

Be« By a false definiticm, you mean one that will 
establish my philosophy and overthrow yours, 
[jct iU however, be f<w a mom^t conceded, that 
that which is not, may be the subject d thought 

Era. Aud surely it may, for I can think of many 
things which are not 

Be. Be it so; I have no objection. But let 
me ask you, when you think, must not your thoughts 
have an object ? 

Eoe. Certaioly. 

Ba. When, theref<ve, you think of that whidi 
is not, that whtdi is not is the subject your 
thoughts. 
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EtJB. Most undoubtedly. 

Bft. Then you acknowledge that that which is 
not, is. 

Eob. How can you say that I tnid(e any such 
acknowledgment ? 

Be. Because you ^y that that which is not, is 
the subject of your thoughts; and in so doing, 
you not only affirm that that which is not, is, but 
you even go so far as to say what it is, vi». the 
subject of your thoughts* 

Eub. Tlien I had need find another definition of 
being, which I fear is not ea^. 

Bb. Would you find it convenient to affirm that 
that which is not, is not the subject of thought ? 

Eob. That would answer but little purpose, and 
I also fear would lead me into greater perplexities. 

Bb. So I fear. Or would you find any extrica- 
tiem from your difficulty by saying that nothing 
is not P 

But. You bewilder me so, that I shall presently 
be scarcely able to distinguish between being and 
not bebg. 

Bb. I must Bcknowledge that y<MJ seem somewhat 
at a loss. Yet it is not by any means philow^hical 
for you to affirm so positively that it id mposdblo 
for the same thing to be and not to be at the 
Ailie tin^ when you find that you do not know 
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what is being and what is cot being. If then 
you will not oSirm that nothing is not» wUl you 
affirm that something is not P You must, I thinki 
grant either that nothing is Dot| or that something 
is not. 

Eur. Surely I may safely affirm that something 
is not. 

Ba. And will you not also allow that some¬ 
thing is f 

Eea. Of course. 

Br. And do you know every thing that is P 

Ena. I do not. 

Ba. Do you know every thing which is not P 

Ena. I do not. 

Bb. If you do not know every thing that is, and 
every thing that is not, how can you know that 
there may not be something that is, and at the same 
time is not ? 

Ena. Because I cannot concave how any thing 
can be and not be«-*it is a contradiction in terms. 

Ba. Can you conceive how that which is, UP 

Ena. I must acknowledge that I cannot. 

Ba. Neither, I suppose, can you cooedve bow 
that which is not, U not P 

Eua. Catainly, I cannot 

Bb. And you do not deny that smnething is, and 
something is not; and why, therefore, should you 
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aflirm that it i» ifspouble far the same tiling to he 
and Dot to be at the lame tiote* became you cannot 
conceive how it can be ? Ycm leem to know neither 
lacing Dor not boDg, yet you make a propodtion in 
which both are involved^ and you are positive as to 
the truth of your propoeitioD. 

Eta. You may confound and perplex me by 
sophistical que^ims, but I aball never be con¬ 
vinced that it is possible for the same thing to lie 
and not to be at the same time. 

Jiu. Do you know what time is ? 

Eta. I might |dl you that time is the measure 
of duration^ and theo you might ask me what is 
duration and what is a measure; so that at every 
step the difficulty would increase instead of dimi* 
nishing. The profoundest philoeuphers have found 
themselves at a loss to th^oe time, yet the plainest 
and must uneducated minds have a sufficient appre¬ 
hension of what it is. 

Bs. Therefore you should be the less poritive in 
persevering in your poaitioni seeing that it includes 
three terms, not one of whicb^ according to your 
own statement, you understand For Iiow can you 
state positively that it it impoaabic be the same 
thing to be and not to be at the same time, when 
you know not what being is, uor what not being 
ia,*nor wlht time is ? 
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EtTB. I Terilj bdiere Uut, were you difpoeed to 
Bisert that whatever u is oot* you would find do 
lack of argument We may now, however) change 
a little the topic of discouiBe; fiv aa 3 rou cannot 
get out of my mind the impreesioit that it is im¬ 
possible for the same thing to be and not to be at 
the same timsi you of course will not be able to 
convince me of its pomibiUty. I should now fain 
ask you bow it is that you reckon affinnation among 
the species of evidence by which men arrive at 
clemonstratitMi and certainty f 

Ba. Our means of knowledge are threefold) and 
so are yours, and so must be the means of all im¬ 
perfect beings: it is only fur bdngs of a superi<w 
order to know by intuiticMi. Our means are per¬ 
ception, induction, and afiinnatioD. Perception 
and ioductioa we have in ourselves, afBnnati<m we 
Imve in others. Perception we have through the 
senses, induction by the mind, and affirmation is 
Uie result of tbe ptfceptkm and inductioci of 
others 

Edb. But may you notbe deceived by affirmation? 

Bb. Hay we not also be deceived by perception 
and induction? Do not our erases frequently 
deceive us? And as for induction, m we not as 
frequently liable to be deceived that ? Inductimi 
deceives you or me, seeing that it leads us tb differtoV 
cunclusioos. If it were not f<^ affirmatiem, how little 
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should we koow! All jour Terj earij koowledp* 
cornet to jou by ineBiB of aiErmtiion, which you 
receive as ntii&ctory tettimony of the existence of 
things which you casooC leara by perception or 
induction. 

Etra. All that ii very true, nor have 1 anythittg 
to object to it; only methinkt you should be very 
cautioue how ypu receive affinnaticm, seeing that 
you may be very easily decrived by it. 

Da. Are you quite sure that you receive affir^ 
mation cautiously youraelf? 

Eoa. I think you may have perceived, in my 
conversation with you, that I am not apt to receive 
affirmation hastily or implicitly, aedng that^ 
ru)twithstanding you affirm to me that it is potsiblc 
for the same thing to be and not to be at the same 
time, together with many oilier matters, I do not 
receive them as verities* 

Bi. In your rejection of these doctrines, I do not 
see that you are cautious in receiving affinnation, 
but rather the reverse; because your mind has 
been pte-occupied by the affirmation of others, and 
you have received thmr affirmation so implicitlvt 
that it is cmly by the evidence of that affirmation 
that you hold yooropimons, seeing that you cannot 
emoborate them by induction. What but affir- 
fiAtion WHs you that Gulliver was not a fAilosopher 

o 
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of the SaDc£yE school ? Were you to make true 
confession, you would readily enough own that 
aflirmation, however you may affect to despise it as 
a source of kfE>w]edge, exercises a greater power 
over your mind than any otlier source whatever. 
You see that by induction you cauiiut prove Umt 
it is im{)ossibte for the same thing to be and not to 
be at the same time, nor can you prpve it by percept 
tion; thmforc, your piv * is only from affirmation, 
whicli in this instance ex«frcises a stronger influence 
than any thing else over your mind. Now then 
you may dearly discern, unless your prejudices do 
absolutely blind you, that you not only receive 
affinnatioo as one of your sources of knowledge, 
but that you use it most a^iously, and rdy upon it 
most implicitly. 

£ur. But still, goierally speaking, we examine 
by our own understandings and perception, as far 
as we con, those things of w*hich we aie infmmed 
by affirmation. 

Br. You may fancy Uiat you do so, but your 
exominotioo is more of form Uian of force; and if 
you were to look more closely into your minds, you 
would find that there are no principles of belief 
that lay a firmer hold upon you Uian those which 
you owe to affirmation. 

£c;a. There may be some truth in this; • 
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Bt. I am glad that you are to far enlightened as 
to acknovledge it. May 1 not hcfe m time to bring 
you to an acquiescence in the doctrines of the 
SaDchya pfatloso|rfiy ? 

Eca. Oh, no! you will nerer bring me to admit 
doctrines which cootaio a manifest absurdity on the 
very face ot them. 

Ba. I perceise now, by the very fsnile upon your 
face as you speak, that one principal reason why 
you so positively and perdnaciously reject the 
Sanchya philosophy is, that in your countiy affir* 
matiun in ogainst it. 

Elia. And may I not also my that one reason 
why you receive the Sanchya fAilosui^y is, tliat in 
your country affinnodon is in favour of it f 

Be. But I can also support it by reasoning, tixl 
by reasoning too from the consequences of your own 
admitted axioms. ^ 

Eux. We certainly do admit that knowledge is 
power, and tliat knowledge may increase, and that, 
with knowledge, power also may increase; but we 
cannot posably admit that either the knqirledgc or 
the power of finite brings can increase to an infinite 
extent t and indeed, even on the supposition that 
there was {dausilrili^ in your theory, and that by 
any continued effort of the mind, power and know^ 
feflge mi|!ht increase to a rast degree, yet there 
would not be time enough,'in the short space of 
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human li&, for any one to reach to that perfection 
of which you epeak. 

Ba. Of that fact I am well awarct and I beliere 
that moat modem philoaophem of the Sanebya 
acho(J admit that the [weaent life is not sufficient 
for the putpoae of arriving at a transcendental 
periiMtion: therefore, you perceive that a wider 
field ia c^)ened for the operation of tlie principle, 
and therefore you will pi >bably be aomewluit more 
ready, or at leaat leaa reluctant, to receive the 
Sonchya theory. 

Ecra. Nay, indeed, I must freely and fairly tell 
YOU, that I can never be brought to an aci{uica- 
cence in such extraTagancea, which do nolence to 
all feeliog and rcaaon. 

Ba. Exactly ao; you acknowledge that your 
lirejudicea against the Sanebya philoaoj^y are in* 
superable even by reasoning, aAl that therefore the 
force of affirmation, on which your own philosophy 
rests, is the moat convincing proof to you of that 
which you believe. Now, permit me to ask you, do 
you not admit that the future state of being it 
eiiJleu in duration P 

Ecm» I do admit it. 

Ba. And do you oot alao admit that improve 
ment in wisdom and power may be coniioually 
pre^tessing in that state P 

Eva. I see no reasoF to deny it. 
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Bt. Furthennore^ do you f^gni iofuiite power 
tod wisdom at sUtioiitry or progmtive P 

Eua« Clearly, it mutt be admitted that they are 
stationary, ibr it would be a contndictioo in termt 
to ay that infinity could receive addition or aocea* 
sion. 

Bi. If then the miod ia continually making pro- 
greM in wiadom and power, must it not be ap¬ 
proaching nearer and nearer to infinite wisdom and 
infinite power, that is, to what you call omniscience 
and omnipotence P 

Eua. The mind may make approache^ and nuy 
be susceptible of vast improveroenta, but itiU it 
may fall far short of ommscience and omnipotence. 

Be. But if the mind is making progress towards 
infinitude of wisdom and power, and yet never 
reaches or never can reach that point, this inaUlity 
must arise frmn v»ne impediment to its progrem. 
You say, iliat the mind may make continued pro¬ 
gress in wisdom and power^you my, that it may 
make this pmgreu in a state of being winch has 
no end; now, how can it fail of arnvhtg at infi¬ 
nitude in an infinity of duration, unlem some stop 
be put to its progress? And what is it that makes 
the interruption P And at what period does ixn- 
l»ovemeDt cease ? 

*^na. Weeannot speak posidvdyofa future state. 



SOCJKTT AND 1IANNSB8. 


302 

Bi. You have ^^kcn bo podriTely ab to affirm 
of it that its duration ia infinite, and that it is a 
stateof progresMTe improvement. I wiah you then 
only to say, wliat prevents the mind from arriving 
at omniscience and omnipotence, if it be cxmtinually 
making pn^tress thcrctmto. 

Etra. If 1 were to admit that the mind of a 
created being could ever attain unto infinite power 
and wisdom,^ I should ni a concoasion that it 
was possible for man to become god, and so I 
should virtually uphold a system of atheism. 

Ba. You are not the first that has affirmed that 
% 

the Sanchya doctrines are essentially atheistic; 
but I can assure you that there are many who hold 
those doctrines who are very far from atlieism: 
indeed, I will say that your views of philosophy 
are far more atheistic than mine; for ihougii you 
admit the existence of a deity liaving infinite wi^ 
dom and power, yet your notions of infinite wisdom 
and power seem to be very limited and impofcct. 

Era. My notiom are, that omDiscieoceand <Hnnt- 
potcnce belong only to one supreme being, and tliat 
they are unattainable by any created being. 

Ba. But notwithstanding that you deny the 
attainabicness of (Hnniscience and cnnnjpotence, you 
acknowledge the existence of those principles on 
which they arc manifestly attainable. ^^Phere 'il 
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flomewliAt in this that if iDconastent, and that is 
quite as perplexing as the affimadon that it is 
possible (or the same thing to be and not to be at 
the same time. Either the mind goes on inerns- 
ing in wisdom and power, or it does not. If it 
goes on increasing to all eternity, it must arrive at 
infinity of power and wisdom; but if it does not 
arrive at omnipotence and onmiscieDce, how, wlien, 
and where, is its progress interrupted ? 

Ena. Truly, I must say that to answer you in 
this matter is not in my power. 1 cannot suppose 
that the created should ever attain unto the power 
of the uncreated. And now, after all that we 
have said on this topic and on others connected with 
the Sanchya philosophy, I am of opinkm that the 
discussion has not produced any, even the slightest, 
assimilation of sentiment between us. Wc leave 
ofT nearly, if not quite, as we b^an. I must, how¬ 
ever, be permitted one remark, and that is, that I 
do not know any one system of philosophy, or, if 
I may so speak, antipbiloeophy, which may not 
be pu^ed into abaurdity by an ingenious arrange¬ 
ment of questiona. And 1 think that whtsi we 
quit sense, we talk nonsttise. 

Bi. So do I. 
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Thbrb nay be an a^*aranceof pedantry in the 
phrase, but it is not the less true as a proposition, 
that there are two histories of India, an esoteric 
and an exoteric history. By the latter, is meant 
only the general course of pc^tical and dvil erents, 
in our relations with the people, whom Providence 
has placed under our rule; the mere outline, in 
whidi great changes and momentous transactions 
ore, as it were, mapped and delineated ;^by the 
other, tlie intcnningUngi of our respective domestic 
histories, and which, though never funnally re» 
corded, are still valuable, inasmuch as they lift up 
the curtain to features of character peculiar to each, 
and are perii^ the more valuable, because, being 
beneath the dignity of regular liiattH'y, they are 
chiefly ml traditions, which in a few years are 
forgotten^ and sometimes impossible to be recovered 
with tdenble esactnera. Yet, as moraT 
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and moral ktaoni, they are full cl instruction^ and 
most assuredly not devoid of amusement. 

The Duboih system is peculiar to the southern 
peninsula ; but it has principilly fiourished at 
Madras. The dubashes are a cIim of persons who 
act as stewards, bankers, and general agoits to 
those em^diatically called the pmilemerh a generic 
i 4 )peIlation of civil and high military servants 
of the Company. Nor is it quite andent history, 
when they had an influasce, smnetimcs slight, 
sometimes powerful, and at times overbearing, 
upon men high in office at that presidency—and 
occadonally acted as gobetweras the government 
and the Arcot nabobs, at whose diwaos they often 
held responsible situati<xi8 of ocmsdmble impor* 
tancc. This may be traced, amcmgst other causes, 
to the pecuniary resources they were enabled U> 
coQimand beyond any other class of Hind^ and 
to the immense accumulations which, from small 
b^inniiigs, rapidly swelled them into immense 
and bloated c^iulists. It is not true, that native 
usages are impassive to change and untouched by 
time. Slowly, indeed, and almost imperceptibly, 
they undergo those silent modifications which, in a 
long cyde of years, make tlie contrast between tea# 
and I#,— and probably titere is no stronger proof of 
til* fact,4han the altered character of that class 
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within the forty years. Th^ are now, for the 
most part) needy adventurers, on the watch for the 
arrival of ships from Europe, which at certain 
intervals import, as if for their q>ecial advantage, 
some raw inexiwricnced lads, to whom, on their 
first landing, every thing is new, and captains and 
mates of ships, to wluHn they render very important 
services in the disposal of their investments, and \yy 
the advance of money u^Kin the goods themselves 
at a devouring interest. 

Some authentic sketches of this peculiar vein of 
character, and a genuine occurrence elucidatory of 
that almost extinct genus, may probably be worthy 
the attention even of the students of regular Oriental 
history. 

Amongst the principal members of this memc^ 
rabU body of natives, at the time we are speaking 
of, was Avadanuen Paupiah Brahminy, a character 
which, from the vriiement contrasts embodied in 
it, would require the adourt of llemhrandt to 
depicture. Sui^>le, submisrive, patient of affront 
and even injury—but with the love of revenge— 
tlte odittm in longum /occM^-^iecpIy lurking in 
the recesses of a mind capacious of every project 
that hate can devise or meditate. But the domi* 
neering passion was litigiousness. To the lawym, 
as they were then called by courtesy was*^ 
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treasure ;-*-a Peter Peebles, though not reduced to 
indigence (for his resources were ample), whose 
name for years alternately figured in the Mayor's 
Court, as plaintiff and defendant He was almost 
a fixture in his lawyer's chamber; squatting down 
on a mat in some dark comer of the room, patiently 
waiting till bis paper$ couli be attended to. At 
Mr. Samuel's, ^ might be seen littiDg, except 
during the short internal of a brief meal, which, 
consisting of nothing mure than a hatful of rice, 
he would with haste despatch and come again 
occasionally ejaculating, as the attorney turned over 
the bundles of his other clients,—pap^e, 
master! Paupiah Drabnuny, plaintiff, versus Ven- 
catachellum Chitty." On one occasiun, his lawyer 
fell into a short slumber; but, when he awoke, 
could not hdp smiling to find that the papers 
before him had been aUently ranored, and those 
indorsed ** Paupiah Brahminy'’ placed directly 
under his nose. But not a murmur of complaint 
or dimads&ctioa escaped his lips on account of 
any real or imagined delay. When a new lawyer, 
whose reputation preceded him, arrived at the 
settlement, Paupiah was sure to retain him, gene¬ 
rally with a large fee, aridom leas than a tlK>aaand 
pagodas (^100), the foundation, he would bint, 
end it frtquently prored so, at master's Jortune. 
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This WAS QOt Always a sheer pro6t to the lawyer; 
for it was uoderstood to coovey to the sole use of 
the said Paupiah the fee^iiinple of all his future 
labours, and the exclusive benefit of all his facuh 
ties, his occasiona] fees seldom amounting to the 
ordinary remuneration of profcsdcmal sHwices. 

But Paupiah, in the high and palmy days of 
Madras corruption, when Lord Hobart, writing to 
the Court Directors, < .illed the entire settlement 
a hot^'bed of intrigue,was an indispensable in* 
itniment in the commerce of bribery, then the lever 
by which all the aflairs of state were moved. 
Where any thing that shunned the light was to 
he transacted, he was the most efficient and useful 
of n^ociators. Vet there were shades of character 
in the man, upon whicii it is pleasing to dwell. 
With hands dipped in the feculence of his tiine,^a 
mind never reposing fnm Btratagem,«di8dAining 
the tranquillity of virtue for the restlessness of 
intrigue, he was futhful where he conceived an 
attachment, beyond all examplc^^ssive and en¬ 
during in the cause he espoused even unto death* 
Where he was made a confidant to some defalcation, 
into which a young civilian, for instancy had been 
betrayed by indiscretiaii or extravagance, he not 
only supplied it out his means—but no tortures 
could have wrung from him the guilty secffl. 
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Time instances were then not rare* By the Act of 

Farlianiait, regulating the amount of aalarica and 
prohibiting presents of every kiodi the service was 
raised to a state of purity never dreamt of in the 
jihilosophy of tliat day. It is seldom that a mere 
act of legislation brings about a complete moral 
revolution; but certain it is, that Astrma was 
restored thft Act of Parliament to Madrasi 
from which she seemed to have t^km her flight 
for ever. The biography of Paupi^f if it were 
brought to light) would be found to overflow in 
these romantic fits of benevolence^neveT) indeed^ 
requited and seldom acknowledged. It was com¬ 
puted that the bond and other debts, for sums 
thus generously advanced, due to him from civilians 
and sometimes military men, but especially tot¬ 
tering houses of agency (the great pest and moral 
disease of the Eastern settlements), amounted to 
more than ^50,000 sterling. But with money 
perpetually at his command, the sources from 
which it was extracted always remained a mystery. 

At the durbars of the Nabobs Wallajah and the 
Omdut-uWOmrah, he was a constant attendant, for 
he supplied them with huge sums to meet the kists 
or tribute due to the Company, and that too often 
in critical periods of the public treasury. When 
tile assufriptkm of the Carnatic revenues cut off 
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the means of repayment, from those princes, of all 
the bonds adjudicated by the commissioners, his 
were of the most Itofid fid% description. Yet the 
grossest injustice was systematiodly dealt out to 
him, except in those cases (the greater number were 
of that class) where the evidence to authenticate 
the claim was as dear as the sun at noon* Those 
adjudicates had, from a series of •mimneeptions, 
reposed unlimited cooGo oca in Heddy How, a 
Uralunin, a poor and needy adventurer, who had 
cunning enough to conviitcc those gentlemen that 
he was thoroughly conversant in all the mysteries 
of the Durbar, and being the implacable enemy of 
Paupiali, induced them to beat down his demand 
to the utmost minimum of what in justice was 
due to him. This Beddy Row, when the nabob^s 
bonds became marketable in consequence of the act 
passed for thenr consedidatiOT, became a wholesale 
fabricauw, not tigurarively, but literally, of those 
instruments, of which be disposed of a large number 
on the faith of hit being in the cemfidential employ 
of tlie nabob, lib end may not be forgotten. 
Tried, convicted, pardemed, at the instance of a 
recent Madras governor, one bond of hb monufao* 
tory was proved by such minute evidence to be a 
forgery, that be was deserted by those who had 
protected him through thick and thin, per foe m 
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nefcBi and took hinurif by a do«c of poiioii. 
During thu time, Paupiah was shamefully per<* 
scouted by those who knew notliing of hi$ real 
transactions with tlie Durbar, and estimating his 
cliaracter by looking only at the arong side of the 
tapestry, adjudicated Mm almost to ruin. But the 
aanmisskmers did him justice, and his 
claims were with exceptions allowed. It was 
like much of tlie justice of this world i it come too 
late, and not till vexation and grief had removed 
him to take his chances at a better tribunal. 

This same Paupiah'was considered the natural 
pr^ for such vultures as Paul Benheld. Plucked 
to the last feather—•cheated—laughed {at—he was 
jicrpetually to be seen squatted aiul waiting with 
desperate expectation of redress in the verandahs 
and ante-cbainhefs of those wlio had plundmd him. 
Still it was not with one word of mmacc that he 
waited there, but as a suppliant, suing for bis 
right of the great gentUmenj as they were then 
styled by the Madras natives—humbly and silently 
imploring their justice (it was a most sorry^twig to 
catch at), but never quitting hk bold—and seldom, 
indeed, but sometimes, darting his little green eyes 
pkrongly in the face of those who had defrauded 
him, although he could discouiae powerfully, in 
gdSd EngRA, had be been so mmded. The 
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univemUy conceded to a Brahmin, secured him 
generally from personal outrage—but not uniformly. 
On one occasion, where he had been fraudulently, 
treated, he was ignominiously thrust out frmn the 
garden-house of Mr. P—and his turban torn in 
the scuffle. Apparently, he forgave the insult; 
but every tyro in Indian affairs knows, that no 
higher indignity can be sustained hy a native of 
caste, than the poUutiui* af this part of the HindCi 
habiliment. Then the feeling of revenge, though 
postponed for years, never diet. It bums like a 
lamp in a temple, omstantly fed and trimmed. 
There is no statute of limitations to the unextin^ 
guished, unextinguish^e thirst for retributi<Hi. It 
is sure finally to be exacted to the very letter. 

j^Ir. P— was' at the head of the Treasury de¬ 
partment, then conducted conjointly with the col- 
lectorship of the Madras district. He had stood 
high in the estimation of several successive go¬ 
vernments. Paupish, whose nature it was to be 
heedlessly cemfident in the integrity of those whom 
he had been accustomed to look up to with req>ect, 
and whose bad' qualities, whatever they were, had 
no affinity Co the suspicious avarice of the natives 
in their money-transactions, had, a year or two be* 
fore, undertaken, in virtue of a relipous vow, a 
distant journey in the nature of a pilgrimage; and. 
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irhether to locure Mr. P~ • farour bj eorntl^ 
lend^ him a turn of money without exacting in* 
tmst, or whether it formed a part of the supers 
etitioufl ordinance that enjoiaed the pilgrimage^ 
thac» during the year of ita fulBlment, he wat 
inhibited from taking kHatfit upon eume depo¬ 
sited in oontemphtkm of it—(b^ cause# were 
strenuously inaUted xm hj Paupah'e eounari)— 
but» before be act out, he depodtaJT tw^I^e thousand 
pagodas with Mr. P«»«» on no otket condkion than 
that of ita safe cuatody ^ his rataml Hkde* 
tfianded and tooiL so looalpe or aekndwledgmani 
whatever. Thia peobedMe was not'only in indaon 
with the unauapfctii^ habiia of ^opirii, from 
which the rqieated fraoda he had experienced had 
not yet weaned Ui% biat H wal an Indirect cbo^plU 
men! to the honour and upt^btnem of Mr. P—, 
whose interest and pnitretMir he was imxioul lo 
aecure. Be that aa it deporit wai mad^; 

but when Paupiah TeteuQl^ ihi'liat of the deposit 
was deniedt and the wutjMkm a# rim money re* 
fused. By the HiocUl law» rin mlee^^^garding 
bailmenta of every claaa arc aa mrictf and governed 
by the aame priod^iea^ as in our own; ao much 
that Sir WUUam Jonea, in bia Emay on the 
Law of Bailments, triced the equitable maxims 
that. r^iuUtc that epemes of contract in the practice 
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of Wettminiter Hall to the code of the HiodftS} of 
which it fmnt a Urge and comprehenuTe titk. 

But it was an unequal conteat. On one tide, 
wat a civilian ot the bighett rank, fortified b; that 
conventional reputation, which passes in the world 
for genuine virtue, fenced round by friends or by 
those persons who under that name swarm during 
the sunshine of a man's fc^tunes, secure of the sup¬ 
port of the government, and eaped^y that of its 
minions, who had a stealthy interest in its crooked 
and dnister practices; on the other, a native, un¬ 
questionably an artfol intriguing individual, and 
convicted (right cst wrofog there are now tk) means 
of deciding) of repe a ted malvcratkms in several 
confidential employmentsin short, on one side, 
power, influence, and outward diaractcr; on the 
other, two of the moat poweriess and unpatroaized 
things on earth,—truth and jusdoe. What un¬ 
equal chances I It was as a foeUe piece of aitiUery 
against the ramparts of a droog or UU-fori. 

In a corner of the Uack town ot Madraspatnam 
was a sort of huckster's shq>, where law was served 
out in scales, not always as correct as the balance 
of the sanctuary. It was called the Mayor's Court, 
and in its constitution not unlike the bench of 
Quarter-Sessioiis magistrates in this country, riglit 
and wrong bring put to the vote axKl ^detensfaed 
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by the lujcsity. Id this courti Feupiah filed bit 
bill (the procett vae oft moogrel kind» half equity* 
half mfi-prtve) agaioat P-^* ^ 

covery and for the amouut of the sum deposited. 
The answer denied m oath the plaintilTa allega- 
tiuDS, and the cause came on to be heard. Pau* 

a 

piah's counsel or attorney was not wanting cither 
in strength of Jungs or of argument. He might 
have spared both. Where is the {eceipt or ac¬ 
knowledgment said the opposing lawyer. Is 
it probable that a nadve* endued with tfie astute¬ 
ness of a systematic lender, would incautiously 
place BO large a sum in the custody of another 
without the slightest token or recognition of having 
so placed it ? and Mr. P^, too, is a cdvil scr\*ant 
holding the most ccmfidential office in tlic settle¬ 
ment, having been raised to it through a long gra¬ 
dation of tried services and a life of inflexible 
integrity. And who is the plaintiff T* Here some 
insinuatkms not highly complimentary to poor 
Paupish were thrown out Vainly was tlw re¬ 
ligious custom urged, and the natural anxiety of 
Paupiah to court the patronage aod favour of Mr. 

and, moreover, the well-known incautiousneis 
of the plaintiff in money-transactioDs (tlicre wen* 
upon that sacred seat of justice those w]k> bad be' 
usficially^experienced that peculiarity of his dis- 
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positiofi)} intiitcd on hj hit advocate. It mattered 
little. Jyatke^ proverUallj blind, bad giovn deaf 
in the Mayor's Court. She could ftel leaadvely 
certian toadies, but ber ears were iboee of the 
adder to tbe ch>qttfttoe oi truth. The balance was 
soon struclc, and in favour tbe aiippossd deposi¬ 
tary. Paupiah retired, defeated and bumUed. If, 
ID the first agony of dinppointment, lie breathed 
all^it was for tbe hope of retribution. That 
retribution atiengih came. 

The JODguIarity pecuUar to tbe natives of India, 
in tbe South inore especially, of oontinuiog an 
unwearied end hopri saa pursuit fbr what is due to 
them, has been ranarited already. For months after 
bis discomfiture in the Maym's Court, Paapiah 
might.be seen aeated in tbe outward saloon of the 
coUectcw's ^ce, with a shawl thrown over his bead 
iu plaoe of a turban, tbe only change of garb 
that denotes afikdoO aaaong tite higher castes of 
Hiiidfis. He said nothing but Ms Uttk green eyes 
darted now and then an exprasive flash upon P-- 
as he passed into the iateri<w apartment, whiob, 
tliough in^osaible to dafine, he knew and fdt the 
meaning of. Seme a fccted to pity the poor Bta- 
miny, from a secret ansgiving, pnbably, that foul 
injustice bad been done to hiin. There was no 
appeal. It waa of no use to excite the njmptxUm 
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of the public. In IikU% there ii no public. Ae 
for the authon of that injtMke^ the infiuny wae 
clii*ided amongit too manjr to be felt by any one. 
The mml deformity waa like ihe j^yeical one of 
the Alps, where goitre ke^ goitre in countenance. 
But there was a vow reg irt eee d in the soul of the 
man who had been thee wrooged The vow wae 
heard, and the bitter cup of revei^ filled to over* 
flowing, Yet how, by what agency (if by any, 
it Diuit have bees of the fubtleet kind), it was 
gratified so usuriouily, has never been substantiated 
by podtive evidcsoe, although no problem was ever 
canvassed by so many sharp and iogemous casuists. 

The department over iriiidt presided neces* 
sarily placed the whole of die public money at his 
discretkio. It was a serious diirge. The cash 
chest, indeed, was under the immediate care of 
Amachellum Chitty, a&ithful savant, whose merits 
had been repeatedly aekaowledged by the govern* 
ment; but still the entire raqmnsibility reOed on 
the shouUers of P—• So vtgQantly irere these 
duties performed by P— and Anachellum, that 
the keys of the chest were never cut of the personal 
custody of the treasurer bimsdf. No native ssrrant 
evtf laid his hsod upon then. Every evening, 
before he retired from the fort, Mr. P—, after 
eSanining Amndiellum^s balance with a nicety 
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that not tha error of half a faoam unrectifiedf 
took the keji of the chent^ whidi he unlocked aith 
hia own hands, and having reckoned the amount 
of the cash deposited in it, bjr vei^t or tale, 
according to the nature ^ the ocnn, and rmoved 
the looae moncj to the same {Jace of security, 
took the keys home with him to his garden-house, 
utuated near the L<dl-b<)ug, the site upon which 
Paul DttDfiel(Wlerward^ huflt bis princely mansion. 
The keys w er e of a most complicated omstruction. 
Tlie chest was massive, and nearly iiremomble. 
It was unlocked four keys in saccesskm. Both 
chest and keys were the master-piece of the most 
skilful artist in London,—the Bramah of his day. 
Mr. P— had recently returned from Europe, and 
as in all the money-departments of Madras immense 
abstractions bad be^ committed the native ser¬ 
vants, be readily avaQed Kimsalf of a complicated 
invention that would ao amuredly defeat them. 
The keys, as already said, were four in number; 
but the eaquirite sIdU of the eratrivance consisted 
in the process of using them. It was requisite that 
the firH and senmd k^i should be cntirriy at the 
dkcretion of the party in whose custody they wera 
placed. TheK were changed eadi successive day, 
or as often at he who was master of the comUDation 
might think fit. But if the wrong k^s wm Ugun 
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with, « bar shot suddanly axMl irre^xabl/ into a 
deep groove. It is plaia, thereferef tbat» in the 
hands of a mere novice, the cbances of hitting upon 
that whidi was the open i e a e iii < of the chest, were 
as (our to one—and if by acddeot the first should 
be the right one, they were three to one against the 
right selectioD of tbe aeoos^d key. 

Mr. P— wa) high in Lord Macartney's eoixfi^ 
dence, for nothing could be more religiously correct 
than the Treasury accounts whilst he administered 
them. His vigilant inspectioo, but above all, the 
oewly-iraported machinery of the chest, rendered 
native subductioos, formerly matters of such fre* 
quent oecurreDce,—the bead of the office relying 
on his confidential servants, and those aervants 
slidtered irosn all re^fxmibility but to their im» 
mediate employers, ^-next to impostible. All new 
brooms sweep cleam Lewd Hobart came out to 
M^ras impressed with the ccxofortable conviction 
that the entire settleroait was a ank ot corruption, 
and resdved to make an dieetual sweep in every 
department: but happily there was due civilian 
untouched by tbe sooiiee of tbe flock,—an Abdtel 
Mtbful among the fitithless. With what delight 
did P—s ear drink in tbe eommendalioiis of tbe 
new governor, to whmn, though recently from 
Sogland^ the invention of the chest was quite new! 
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Nor it ^ tn^ubr, fbr H wat the Utt conitructed 
hy iti inTtntor; and betidta tint, in ead) the me- 
chanim waa Taried to at to efihanoe ita ralue to 
everj reapeothre proprietor.. It it tuppoted, alto, 
that the kiTeiition died with the artitt and 
•ecret with him. There eouldi thereforei be no 
Exchequer bette tecored than that of Madraa. 
To be ture, it wat ocouiondly at f low ebb. It 
had, however, itt flowi; uim]/ at the critii we are 
tpeaking </, might be taJd to overflow, treature 
having been collected frocn all quarters to meet the 
exigeodet of a powerfol confederacy dien hatching 
amongst the native powers againrt us. 

On the 18cb ot Octobv 1795, owing to these 
and other cauies, the c hert , spariont asit was, was 
overgorged with eoin md bullkia. In the aften- 
noon ot that day, Mr. P—a palanquin was at the 
lower door of hia office, then dtuated on the beach, 
near the q)ot where the large room called the NVv 
Exchange haa been dnse binlt. As usual, having 
gone through the fliuneial prooesa of iht day, be 
took the keya vdth htti into bb palanquin, and, 
when be got hoas^ placed them in an escrutom, 
which was weH secured, and, for more assured 
custody, wis placed under bb cot m his bedroom. 
Bcinga dTiDanofhighrankibthadaimdlguaid 
of i^ys regidariy statioDed in front of hb house* 
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When he left the f<^, it was pM by St 
Mary'e clock. Two aepoy^ pert of u»iia1 
Treesury gueid, were on duty ee ueuel et the font 
of the auircnee whkh deeeeor^afl into en arched 


lower itory, whm the palenquii^beeren matned, 
during the bouri of buuMit as well w horse* 
keepers, with thsir hcnis pidieited, belonging to 
the Jiuropean^ Er^Ueh and Portugueact attached 
to the office. The sepias were relieeed evtfy five 
boure. In riiorCt nothing irr^ulaf or out of the 
usual courae war oberrvalde when Mr. P—quitted 
the fort. He discerned, indeed, Paupiah squatted, 
according to custom, an the outer room, and whm 
the Utter made hU aelaaBH P^ebserred a Angular 
twinkling in the small pterdng eyea, which lecnwcl 
on that occasion to have changed their mournful 
expreaakm for aomedatng of a far difierent meaning. 
This, however, might be mere fancy, and ao he 
conaidered it at the tinse; it did not beoom matter 


of oommeot by him till afteprardi. As to the che«»t 
and ita cootanta, human Ttgihmce could not have 
been carried fortber. Periiipa the enbr, if there 
was any, aroai^ aa Uie Uwyva mtjf or abun<lanti 
cowteU, or too oveatraioed o caudon. On rhe 


sameevaniog, Mr P«^and trie {amfly were at abail 
given at the O ev eran ent* gardena, wh^oe they 
iretumed about two in tbe itmniog, It was for 

yS. 
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thia reul^ prdbaUj, that he did not arriTe at hU 
office that morning till some time past his usual 
hour of atteodiAice. 

On his aniTal} Paupiah sate in his usual niched, 
and with a eompleU change of babiluDent. His 
finest muslin tunic and a handsome turban traoa- 
fo rmed him Into another being, and his countenance 
beamed with an erident gbw of satisfaction. Mr. 
P— found, at the same a government peon, 
who had been i^aiting for his arrival, with an order 
from the GoverrK^ in Cound] to despatch Ama* 
chellum to the military paymaster with 60,000 star* 
pagodas in specie, and a receipt for the same. Mr. 
P~, with Amachellum, proceeded forthwith to the 
chest, the former with the bunch of keys m his hand. 
Upon opening it, both started instaDtly back with 
consternation. But the visage of the European was 
pale and distorted with a thousand warring emo^ 
tions,-<^hat of the native lenuuning inflexible, and 
exhilnting a character as rvnote from the conscioui^ 
ness of crime as from the tmor of its consequences. 
Indeed, Mr. P—, though his aeif*controI gradually 
returned to him, might have been deemed, if looks 
could be interpreted into guilt, conusant of the theft: 
for a theft had been axamitted to an eocraious 
inx)unt itooi the chest, in modeery of the mystic 
keys that guarded it. It wu computed that abc anc^ 
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ft half ptgodM had been tbstractedyAn^lliiat) too» 
in ft coin that was not only portabUt but exduAge- 
able at aghc. Pauptafa^ on being told what had 
happened) uttered net a word) but remained un- 
moved is the came poaitioa Not a muacle of hii 
frame quivered) not a feature of hie face idtanged. 
It waa a aerioue calamity to Hli proapecUt 
hie bqiei) hie reputation araned cutoff at one blow. 
The Govanor in Council) a* wxm as the intelli* 
gence reached them) took* charge of the Treaaury; 
the cheat and what little remained of ita wealth were 
put under eetl) and Mr. P— waa euepeoded from 
hie era ploy menta. 

Adverttty) whatever may have been the correct 
neae of a man'e life and ccmduct) will ever brii^ 
its cridca and cofomeotators. There were not want* 
ing tlioee who began to carp and eavil $ but) ae 
genuine materials tor animadvenara were not at 
hand, they were aoon aileot) and P— became the 
object of general commiaeratiom It waa pretty 
evident that he rauat have been plundered; by 
whom or in what manner) amidit ftfae confused 
conjecturea of the hour, all equally plauuble and 
irrsdonal) remained an inacnttaj)le mystery. That 
P— himaelf should hare poticipated is the delin* 
quency, waa probaUe only on tbe supposition of 
^his beipg actually a Tbe next day) bow- 
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ever, frtrj^ rumours were efloot It was at first 
whispered eopfideptially-Htft award s unreaervedly 
aseertedt—that depoeiti to nm at hitarest bad been 
made in name at different booms ot agency; 
amongst otbcrsiof a large amount of Porto Nuovo 
pagodas, which was ehiefiy the coin in whidi the 
nabob paid his kiitsbesides this, of srreral 
thousands of star^mgodas placed in the Carnatic 
bank, an opulent estaUUnnent (sinn disaedred)* 
whidi allowed aVoodd^able rite of interest; and 
P— was called on to diqirore these injurious in* 
•inuatiems. In the consesousness of ioDooence, the 
unfortunate man proceeded with two of his friends 
to Ucems. and Co.» the bouse where' the 
largest sum wss stated to hare been pdd in on hts 
account. The questiosi was fearlessly put: *‘ltave 
1 placed any nua of money whatarer with you? cr, 
is tbm any money in your hands standing to my 
credit?** It was answered thus: About nine 
o'cbek on Saturday moming (the day after the 
rdibery), two persons, q^amtly peons^apd wear* 
log wbat seemed to be an engraved plate on a belt 
of red doth aesces tbeir sbouldos, but which we 
did not coiamiir in the huny of business, more 
especidiy *ws we took it tor grenlad ih&y hsd 
beoi Mt I 7 Ur.'P—, {diced to the emdit of that 
gentleman thrmun ofstar pagodas,^whidi, 
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they Imnight b btgs, a Urge portiUi d ^ich wu 
in Porto Nturo eob. They gave thefar nanee 
Bungapah aod Vcidqab, and mjobad great ie> 
crecy on the pvi at hCr. ¥•—. We gave them the 
ciutotnacy rcce^it, m the aame d Mr. P—, It 
wai a praoriuory nole to pay on demand, with mt^ 
reat at eight per ceBt." Mr. P>— vu ail amaae* 
ment and perpleiity; lua frienda were equally 
puzzled. The eame bquiry wu made at three 
other houiee, and the rendt wu (he eame. The 
aggr^ate, however, of theee depoeits, amounting 
to an imawDie mm, oeaify correoponded to the 
deficiency of which the cheat had been idundered; 
and u they had been depoeited at tiie diiqxiaition 
of Mr. P—, there wu no difficult m rqiaymg to 
Govtfnmcat the whede defidaney. StiD, however, 
he wu not restored either to ^aiaoter office. 
The cumnt impuution wu that, m addition to 
Ms being a rogoe, he wu the weakut of idiots. 
More than a year eUpaed before the Court of Di. 
feetora, to wbn his case had been nforred, gave 
thdi- deddm. It wu not a mtisfocMy acquittal, 
but a zpeciet d oMn^Mtimne, Uavbg the stain 
upon his cbanctar oeariy u it wu before, although 
it recoounended Mm, b condderation of former ser> 
vkes, to a aobordualia dtuatim at the presidency. 
,tt mn|^ be renarhed, however, that, from tiiii 
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tiine> Pi^piah Was no longer aeeo squatted at Mr. 
P—a garden-house; for, it seems, he travdled to 
the southward after the affair had blown over. 
He was not beard of at Madras for many years. 

Time, that Ixings all hidden things to light, 
seemed to have an unusual re^KCt for tliis. The 
matttf, indeed, was frequently discussed, and much 
ingenuity exercised about it. Many persons, whose 
opinimii ware great W ight, were inclinetl to 
make Paupiah t^ie contriver, if not tlic actual arti¬ 
ficer, of the whole. This theory was not very 
fiattering to the integrity of Mr. P—, for if 
Paupiah was actuated revenge, it was improba¬ 
ble that such a feeing should have gratuitously 
existed in his boaom. There must have been fule- 
quate reasons for it-«and tlie denial of the deposit, 
a crime conadered^bj the natives as the most inex¬ 
piable of aodal wrongs, embittered by the unjust 
decision in the Mayor's Court, sufficiently accounted 
for it Was it credible that Paupiah should have 
fabricated the story, much more brought the ques¬ 
tion to trial, seeing bow incapable dir^ proof if 
was, and that none could be extracted but by means 
of aniwm Mfpn oath t The truth is, they 
said, Paupiah bad a hi^ esteem tot that gentle¬ 
man, and imagined, notwithitanding his denial ot 
the sum en&usted to his care, that his cowidence* 
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wpMid not ttAnd ihf brunt o( an oluh. ^or waB 
the conjectore of Ptupiah’e participation in the 
robWry wholly unconfirmed. Paupiah, baring 
been put in poiaesaion of certain ieepi^ or aiwignv 
menu of the foithoOmiiig crops of the districts of 
Chillambrum and Maaargoody, in consideration of 
large advances to the nabob, bad been for some 
time engaged in colleeting them. It seems that, 
suspecting two natives of fraud and mbesslement, 
whom he had employed as agents, he bad suddenly 
dismissed them from his service, and appointed two 
other persons to succeed them* One of tlie sup¬ 
posed defaulters, named Baoiiah Chitty, appeared 
at the cutcherry of the <x8iector of the Compony^s 
district, which bordered on ChiUainlwiim, offering 
to substantiate some impeatont fricts relative to the 
robbery at the Treasury, stating also that, if a 
pardon was guaranteed to himself and three others, 
who liad acted under Paupiah's direction, they 
would bring ample evidence to convict that person 
as the head and author of the con^racy. He 
stated that those persons wow now acting under 
Paupiah in the collectiofi of the produce at Chil¬ 
lambrum, and if apprdtroded and confronted with 
him, would be soon brought to confess their share 
in the stratagem. 

• He drpoeed that, on the iBgbt of the robbery, 
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which uaJiuaily daric, all three raottoed near 
be g r eat tank, till they eaw Mr. P-^-'e carnage 
an tbeMouaWcad, proceeding to the GoreraiiMnt- 
houae. One of them, to whom Paupiah had given 
the moat predae ioatmctiocia at to all the local pe* 
culiaritiea of Mr. P—garden-hcuae, went cau* 
tionaly to the window of Mr. P—> bed^room, 
which waa apetii hayii^ eluded tbe^oheervatioo of 
the eeppya who were atitioned in the verandah in 
front of the bouae, the two otbetit remaining at 
aome little diatance to watch; that the eecnitoire 
waa easily op^ied by meana of a small key, with 
which he had been Airoadied by Puijnah, and tbe 
large keys trurfsTTcd to that paeon, whom they 
met at gun>fire the following morning at tlie south 
gate of the fvt The depooant kft them together, 
his services being no longer required, and »uppoeG9 
that, as soon m tbe gate waa opened, all pro¬ 
ceeded to the IVeaaury. Hia own personal know* 
ledge went no iiulber—the two parsoni whom he 
before named, and Paujdah, were the only partiei 
to tbe reet of tbe tranaaetion; he acknowledged, 
hewevcr, having reoaved two hundred rupeee from 
Paupiah, M a reward fcr hia ibare in the buameaa. 
The iubitaiiee of the intti*8 depoddon waa /or- 
warded to Madias, azkd the coHeetor received instant 
orders to apply Co the nabob ibr tbe a|f)ctliBisioR 
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•tid imfMdiate tnnsmitiioD to (ho*prai^oicy of 
those peraooi, m veil u Poupith bimeelf. The 
ordert were iniUntly obejvd, but neither Peupiali 
nor hie confedantee iwe to be founds after the 
moot minute inquwtkm eet oo foot for that 
purpoie. 

Two yean afterward!) indeedt Paupiah wai ap« 
prehended at Ip* house in Vepeiyt where he had 
arrived aome dayi and lired without any oonccal- 
ment When brought before tbe magittrate, liia 
unswere were cool and ooUectod, and fumubed no 
clue to the myaterioua eabetsknienL It li ringu- 
lar, also, that when Hamiah Chilly, who had \mn 
con6ned in tbe gacd during thia long intara], was 
brought befcm the magistrate to be confronted 
with Paupiah, die former threw himself at hit foot, 
imploring Ids f o rg iv cnesa, and ackoowledging the 
falsehood of the accusation, which he eonfewd be 
had fabricated from puie motives of revenge, 

Tbe secret hirtory* of tbe robbery baa never been 
revealed. By what m^ans Paupiah entered the 
office, or made hims^ BMster of the mynimo\i$ 
p r oc e sa of the keys, lemains in iapctietrahle dark¬ 
ness. It M suiqioaed that, by long observation, be 
had so studied every wptA of rust upon the two 
which Mr, P— had .aepnrated fr<HD others, as 
he procaedad every evnaing to the chest, leaving 





the rertStn the ring «» »t wwe unemj^t^red, as to 
diecem the two key# which it was e^uirite to em¬ 
ploy first; it bring probably a mere matter of 
accident that he hit upon them in their right order. 
That it wa# revenge for the indignity of the turban, 
there wa# no doubt. Had it been merely the 
pecuniary wrong, those who well knew the habits 
and character of that singular man, have often 
maintained that so riab»rat« a scheme of vengeance 
would never have enterr^l hi# mind. 
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lUAO It. liO. 

There areiew ho6k% in the preterit day rooic 
deservedly popular than tboee of tr^ria, and there 
are few departments of literature i& which the 
Mcanty information of our ancestors forms a more 
striking contrast with Uie immense extent modern 
knowledge. Three centuries ago, a traveller even to 
a neighbouring country was a sort o{ wonder^ and 
a narrative of a journey formed a kind of era in 
literature; but now my picked man of countries'' 
is grown so common a character, that it is impos¬ 
sible to look over the advertising sheets that form 
the antecedent and consequent of a review or 
magasine, at to cast the eye o\*er the first and last 
pages of a newspaper, without learning the names 
of a multitude of such performances ^ta all part? 
both of the known and unknown world, by natives 
and foreigners, by soldiers and divines, by aoti*^ 
quaries and exquisitei, by conservatives and utili* 
tarians, by misses, mistr ess e s , and ladies. Yet it is 
EurprisiAg that, among all this variety, no one has 
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thought of wiMng trards ia oat't own country by 
a loog aMeotoe. Scarcdy.any aarrativc would be 
more intemting than that of ihe cootnet which 
such. an. i&diyidual experiettwa» between what he 
MCI aud what be reiDembm. Youngs when near 
hli death) put the affecting queetiaO) At the age 
of dghty, where U the world into which we were 
bom?* and co, in tbU age of change and imjwove* 
meot, may an abmite* of Iwenty^five or thirty 
yean exclunii oo retimiingt',** Where it the country 
which I left in my youth ?* What are the refiec* 
tions that ariae in the mind of such an individual 
on revintang Ute aoenet of early racolkctiont ? 
Mudi) undoubtedly, that it pkaturable, but alto 
much that it indancholy-*tbe dreamy recoUectioa 
of what was, overpowered by the ttrongv percej> 
tion of what it i the mixture in the nmd of old 
and new; the violent ditnipti<w of^mdent atto- 
ciatioDt by pretent heU; the perpetual e ff or tt to 
oonneet tbe one with the other, and to trace out 
whatever linkt in the chain may be brdeen or loet; 
the involuntary confeanan oi improvement joined 
to tbe irretitdble regret at change, and the opn* 
tejousDett that what we have Icmg known it inw 
prettijig ut at new, and what it familiar it at the 
tame time fif t to be itrange. 

It h to give a few eiamplet of tbit that I til 
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down to make iome Danorasda ofmy iSe^llngi, on 
retumiog to EuropOt after a* residence hi Incfia 6f 
twenty-two unlwdcai yaait. That u» of the cotr- 
trast experienced by one who left hii country to the 
warlike timet of the FriMe R^ent, to return in the 
peaceful reign of WflUim ibe Foorlh; who, on 
hit pateage oat, waa in a feet coOroyed thipa of 
war, taw the cmw of Ida own Teaael r^Wly exer¬ 
cised foractlon, and, with the odier ppMengen, was, 
on an alarm of suspidoua MQa in light, stationed 
on the poop with a musket in his hai^ On my 
passage heme, there waa not an enemy to be pre¬ 
pared for, not aport in the dyUised woiid to whieli 
we might not have gone with asminmees of safety. 
My departure from Europe was in that memorable 
period, between the tennination of Bom^Nute's tre¬ 
mendous Russiaii expedition, and the deliverance 
of Europe at the great battle of Waterloo, the only 
battle of modem times fit to funddi a aubjoct ibr 
an epic poem. At that thne, the whole Continent 
wu, u it were, hedged roand wkb mih of brass; 
ail entrance waa denied, and T^rh was ka Inaecea- 
fiUe as the m^netic pole. CM ^my letum, I find 
hardly one aoquabitanealsbo bM iM made half the 
circuit ef file Oontfaian^^ facfading both 
and Asiatic Turkey. This ibunense oonbast ex^ 
Stee soihethiiig bke the fedbigs that must have 
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beeD ^xpfneDcki by the Seven Sleepers» in passing 
at ooce frasa the rei^ ctf Deeiut to that of Theo¬ 
dosius; mod I mayi perh^)s> after due allowances 
tod deductions, Teoture to quote, os a summary of 
my experience, the wc^s of the greet historieo of 
the letter ages of the empire: We imperceptibly 
advance from youth to age, without observing the 
gradual but inceseant change of human afTairs; 
and ev^ in wr lorgi*' experience of history, the 
imagination Is accustomed, by a perpetual scries of 
causes and eflfecU, to unite the most distant revolu¬ 
tions; but if the interval between two memorable 
eras could be instantly annihilated; if it wm pos¬ 
sible, after a momAtary slumber of 900 years, to 
display the new world to the eyes cd a spectator who 
still retained a lively and recent impremati of the 
iAdf his surprise and his reflectkois would fumisli 
the pleasing subject of a philoeophical romanoe* 
Such, in a less degree, must be the case with an 
Indian aboentee, returning after a long interval 
to the country of his youdt; for, notwithstanding 
all the pains he may take, by ramspondence and 
reading, to keep up his knowledge of European 
affairs, and to go along with their course, liis ideas 
will be by far too faint to furnish any adequate 
{Hwpamtion far the reality of the changes be will 
meet <m his return. 
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To begin at tba b^^iag^ t shall a little 
respecting the gesnvpascge from Calcutta to the 
sliip at Saugor. reader—if he be an Eun^»an 

reader^—^nayi perhaps, require to be toId> that the 
all-changing pown* of steam has performed its me¬ 
tamorphoses in India as well as in Europe. For* 
merly, a ship, on arrivipg at Uie mouth of the 
Hoogly, had ^ choice other of coDtinuing there, 
and sending tip htf passeogers ancL goods to 
Calcutta by ifiyrou#, Paiaihi^ tflaukif ^e.— 
that is, the dialect of men, interpreted*' by 
pinnaces, lighters, and barg eo o r of coming up 
herself. It is difficult to say wliich of these 
methods was productive of most annoyance to 
all parties. The first involved a heavy eaepena* 
in freight, insurance against loss, and a liuodred 
other items, including the risk of ruining the 
health of the ciew by remaining in the noxious 
exhalations of the alluvial shores of the mouths of 
the Ganges r the last required a voyage of some¬ 
times fifteen or twraty days, before the ship could 
get up a distance of a hundred miles fnan Saugor 
to Calcutta. I well remember the disappoioUnent 
we all experienced when, after five months with¬ 
out seeing IsikI, we at last attained the sight of the 
low jungles of Saugtw, and fondly thought we had 
Aothing^o do but to step ou diore, and take our 



SS6 


ftOClSTT AVD MANNKBI. 


eafie at fair khi.'*, How sKCtifykg it waa to 
wc had either to travi4 three days in a wretched 
native boa<, starving with hunger and Imiling 
with beat, or slay three weeks bum in our weari- 
aome ship! All 'this is now dianged; the no* 
meat a vesNl arrives at Saugor, a notice by tele- 
gnfik U aide to Calcutta; a steams proceeds 
down to take her m tow, and she U bnn^t to her 
anchoragaf al^e Chantpttil Ohaut, tu two or three 
days; so that, indiqien^tly of the saving in 
trouble, expense and risk, the voyage cot and 
home k really rfiorteiied by a month or six wceka 
In same manner, la fbnner times, when a ship 
deported from CrfouUa, the passtogers hsi no 
alteraative but ritber to embark there, and hove 
the tedious paeiage down to Seugor, or to allow 
the ship to get to Saugor, esid fidlow asth^ best 
coukl in natm or furopemt eraA; all wbidi, 
especially fcc tavaHdiy was exeeadin^j annoying. 
The gensrri plan now k, &w the j^aseengere to 
embark and e^ahlkh tbemeeim oc^ortaUy in. 
their eabina Mmw tbek vmsel qoiu Calcutta. 
A ateams tbtn takes tbe ship in tow, and in 
two tiays (b^ are at Ac Sand-Hcada Smelkscs, 
however, tkpee la a peoqieet Ae vfssid being do^ 
tained at Ae river’s month* In Ak case, tbe pa^ 
dUgen genenUy allow herto get down l^ hnrif} 
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they then club togetfier to enj^age a eteamtr, which 
ID ooe day carnet ih€ whole par^ to the ship, the 
expense being Sa SSor Ba. 90 (about £3.) a-head : 
much the same sum that the absentee will find him* 
self charged from Lock^ to Edinburgh, a distance 
at least three times as great, and in a resscl of in¬ 
comparable supovnity'in paint of comfbst and 
accommodatioi^ 

If such be the d iff erence in the bent, how much 
more marked is that in the passenger s ! A curioas 
speculator on life and manners might receive much 
both of instruction and arausemeot, from a contm- 
plation of the variety of fedings by whidi they are 
affected. The first class he w&uld probably note 
ao^g them, cewdsts of Europeans proceechng to 
revisit thdr native country; among drese is eanly 
to be distinguitfaed the iodependeot satisfactiem of 
the man whose fortune is made, and who returns to 
India no more, and the cardm indifference of those 
who are merdy taking a three or five yeanf trip to 
Europe oo bosiDess or pleasure, and are, after that, 
to resume dudes ia Bengal i thsst latte^4>ciDg, as 
tt^were, deniiaDs of two bAnlspherss, and ftanding 
between botlt, are more indiArent * to either. 
Another is the more sombre set, earily distiiH 
guisbed by their sallow dweks and haggard 
lMtures,sof^fiUds seeking renovation to their 

VOL. J. Q * 



388 


iOClXTT Am yAWBIS. 


htvkeo fmtftudoni nd banned miDda, by tbia 
vidt to their own coustrj. There are also gene* 
rally to be found one or two widows, mnetimet in 
the rery Uoom of youthi -and whose daamt affeo 
tioni ha^e been anapt asunder by the fiUal climate 
of India \ at others, tolerably reconciled to their 
priratton by the pnaaeirioo of a reaaonaUe share 
of Company's paper «id claims upon Sarings- 
funds. r 

Id the minds of Aese mtamiog emigrants, there 
is a straogi struggle <d eMxwUciofry feelings* 
On the one band, there b the ineaplicable satisfiKv 
tion which erery oob, rich or poor, sick or well, 
fortunate or unfovtunate, old oryonfilg, irresistibly 
feels at the idea of returning to thrir native 4nd, 
and of Biixiog again in the scenes which were 
&iniliar to thm youth; and, again, there is the 
equally irresistible and often most acute regret, at 
quittbg the friends and conncxk»s they may have 
formed in Indb^ 

India, U must.be ooefessed, has many fjuilts and 
many dirndvantages, ^ead there are ianuaiesd»le 
sources of diesetisfactioo in its cKmate and its 
exile; but sriU it has tome redeeming pcopecties; 
and among thees, one, certainly fay no^aMms the 
le»t impcctent, which, ns^es up . Car manyovfls, 
and Udea attuUtude of sins, is tbaSam Mings 
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of friendship^ whi^ a rewdcnce tlfm h^ a ten« 
dene; to generate, Abd vhkb .fiequenUy exttts u 
strongly between what'Caropaos would coDsider 
mere common acquaiatneee, ea here between 
nearest relaUoQS. Itis'Gotdiauth, I bcUetei who 
observes thati were'a Spaniard and a Swede lo 
meet in China, they would, ted thamsalves drawn to 
each other, as being both Europetns; and if a 
European and a Chinese were to ojeei in Jupiter, 
they would have the mm Awliog, as beiag both of 
the same planet; and ware an iohabitant of Mercury 
and one of Haraobel So meet ia Shius, they would 
think themselras Jaut Bhaeee, u brothers of 
the same syitent ^ Something of this takes place 
widi Europeans' in the East In that couittr)s 
amidst a race of men vrith whom we have no tDter» 
community of language, of manarers, or of ideas, we 
naturally cUog to estth otlwr ftir support against 
the overwhelming ioftoenoe of ths immciise papula* 
tion by which we art surrounded, and however 
diftaiH iiieyhavebieenourlrirtb«idaeeitt (beBfttUti 
empire, we ooosideC oursetvea as aiiurti friends. 
Nor are iiidt tnuMhorjr; tlm friendships thus 

formed are geneffiBy < na and Uitipg, and so far from 
beingdmoltedbyafatulii tcBimpe, treftequendy 
strengthened and incfwAed For tbai pmdfkB 
txaedy tbelevcrm, birt eqcudly strong nd fitvow* 
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Indiana, Munditg after a kmgiibieoe^ find them- 
srires alffmrt a much ea t r ai yd, and ta much a 
paitKulir OffMe among thrir countr y ™, «»they 
wereot fim among the nadm of Indio. 'They ore, 
therefore, ted to etch odtef, end the dimimstoiiec 
of having been acquunted in a di«tan( land, and 
having common tqdetof intemt and intelltgenee, 
converts vhat may have been mere casual ac¬ 
quaintanceship into'worm fctimaoy. Stfll, at the 
moment of quitting Indili, these foelings, if not 
overpow e red, are at letit eeusterhalanced, by* the 
strange debgbt whidi is uidTertally miperienced at 
the idea of rettmung to oar aatii% land. The 
thought of cmce again'treading British ground, 
gives on aoiination tu the sp irits , which for the 
time is imflsdfalel* 

And here it is dlSmih to avoid a qxieetion, which 
thu universal Mii^ among the paaMiigiri tends to 
excite, and which, to nae a fovonrite continental 
phrase, is a sUtking pbenomoon la p^diokgy. 
Whence, it vniry be’ asked, azteea this mysterious 
afTertion of mind, whid) eonneett every dald cd 
Adam with one* partieuter spot of earth? Whence 
is it that, tlhm'ghout evny nat^ ficnrcrfiil ot 
weak, dviSiUf or baibamis, pcadsAil or wirUlte^ 
this seDtijDCDV is univerm]; dial, wbotfrer ma^ 
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hare been our privatk^ or pojtriyfin tbe readeoce 
of our joutb, howcw hanb uDoongenitl its 
dimatfi however uQgwaoui iti nil and nencry, 
however obecure md ooofined iu atuatioo, and 
with all this, whatever oiaj have bees our atfccen 
iQ after-li£^ however dei^hCful may be our after* 
abode, atil^in spte of evciy advantage, our heart 
yearn after the ecttea of youth witli desire in* 
creasing the Imger has been oor aeBacation; that, 
under every form of proeperi^, we still feel an un* 
•atisCntory bauishtaent in being excluded from 
thence ? There {a, perhi^ do huraui being who 
does not propose, as the reward of bis labours, the 
privilege of returning to terminate bis exirtence 
where he earliest re members it to , have begitn. 
There he can put up with privations and submit to 
inconveniences which dsewbera^would ftoroke his 
loudest coojdaints, and can reedve satisfaction 
from objects which elsewhere would exdte bis in* 
difference, oontempt, or disgust. 

Such are the ftdiitgs.whkfa prevail through all 
natipoi, and through all pges; wliich appear to 
form an ekmentary part of buiuD udure, and 
are attributed widi equal propriety to the many* 
wiled Ulysses at of Antioous, and to 

the brave Sir Hueo>op, the banks of the Eu-^ 
phrates.s*r 
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Hi Jkf m m9$ 

t0$m, tmt MW «tr « 

rant M aXk4lmt% mta .amt0i 


04 ». Ia Si 


Kd 9 w m m lot cU« m Smr 

li OUT pm iMd dwvU wM M on dm i 

|0 poll fropi Umw ttitod imj* 

>?0 joy tiM yoJm ud tbo timil oostvy. 

Da kWioPf Orit wo Am mte |m#i. 

Dvn ftftoa SeboMfs. 4 m tntt La|t cvpted, 

Sey UnmorUf ^■eMflbir. anWaiTit> 

MelA H0nbloQ4«w%4o^'h ToyoSaadir^owofen, 

FUhlt Ubenll neb dir deb bi^Ud» biofrufMi, 

FObU tdbM ia Pindlei ttehoeeb m dir T«tan&t: 

O ntkhtt iren%9tm akb dit AhsuftrUfoo* 

Bey ndioa Vitn ciM ia deixMio Sebooe to ( 

4r Gmog.. 


TbM dm ioTod ooofc, wtai tel Bd»m*a light I mwod. 
Where ay^nt joy, whertny dretfrief I tend, 

Poor be tby edU. tby qum bbIbowb tad nide» 

Vy yetniog hmrtM dwe it ever boaid; 

SUI) lonp the haA efaUdbood to tipkro, 

For Ibcee, in Edo beikhedi poett oobleet; 

Oh grant Be, Heaven, vben life*a fba^dma h oW, 

In native eertb beiide ay urn to m I 


A ipeculstor on the etraotnre of mind, who holds 
the doctrine that ootbingt either in the phjrAcal or 
iiiorai world, ia made in Tain, might exercise his. 
sagadty in dis^|i4criDg the Anal eaum ot this mygte- 
rious feeling; A determining what ndvaotage the 
human race defies fmn this jwimJ^d e in their 
nature, and what would be the loss werd^ it extiA 
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paled from the beait) and w> jmlikction felt fr^ 
the place of our Uah bejpond any other apot. To 
thia, perhapa^ it nu^ be replied, that the feding le 
intenM aa a proftfUm for the equal population of 
the globe. Wad tnaakind no attacbmeot to the 
place of their mtrrity, it ii not improbaUe that, on 
feeling iti diaadrantagett they might generally be 
induced to migrate to more pfqjdtious dimatet, and 
that the whole pro^y of Adam ;nigbt be again 
congregated in one crowded Sfainaar, leaving other 
coutttriea unpeopleiL Such an erent ii effectually 
oounteracted by tbe ftalinga of wliich we have been 
speaking: as it if, twery one U unwilling to leave 
his birth-plaoei wbatever may be iu diaadvantages, 
and, when compdled to do so, that n|ace becomes 
a magnet to draw him perpetually back, like a bo<]y 
revedving round tbe centre of an dlipeei with a 
force increadng directly as the mstance. Yet, uni- 
venial as is tliia seotiment, it is, like tbe opposite 
pindples of aCtrtcti<m and lepulsioai wonderfully 
counterbalanced by an antagwist prindple^-thc 
love of cmigratioo. How^powerfuUy Uiis acts, is 
known to every tyro in ancient history^ wbo has 
read of the swarms tbit 

tbs FOFideQl WoHa 

PMn4 eiv tea btt fresea toba to psM 
, BUfw or Om 
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And tbe accoiinU of modem cc^oniet e<]uallj de* 
mongtraA that there la human mind §b 

inherent lore of trav^ Tbw edntradictiona are 
rendered the more perplexibg hj the cbangee that 
eeetD occaiioually to take place in naUpoal manners 
and character. Thus, were we to lo<dc through 
Europe for i hation more than ordinarily attached 
to its hmne, we should ptohobly fix upon the Swiss, 
among whmn tbe affection of A^oito^a is so strong 
and prevalent,''that it it wlxde regiments of 
their soldiers have, in foreign countries, been known 
to lay down their arms, that th^ might follow the 
irresistible desire of returning to thar native moun* 
taina Yet these are tbe va^ pec^e who, in tbe 
time of Julii^ Canar, under the name of Hdvetii, 
in a body, burned thdr homes and left their 
loved birtlKplaee to seek a mewe pre^tiout dwelling 
in Gaul. How are we to reconcile such opposite 
affections in tbe human breast ? Are we to conclude 
man to be so capricious a hdng, as to defy all spe^ 
culatioQs on his nature { <w are we to adopt* the old 
Ariitotdian doctrine, that all things subsiit by 
contrariea f 

The next class of pasangeri, that ly’petr in a 

Calcutta and Saugor steamer/jMeiecc a marked 

» ^ • * * 

contrast to die preceding. Tbe^are friends and 
rdativei, who' are going down to accompany the 
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departing, u fiv liimU of ^ pjlotrboats will 
permit. Amoo^O^' are mao^ ihadea of <liA^ 
once. Hie fint ai« oMTDon aequaintaoceH who 
look forwanl to follow m a year or two ihemKlvcs. 
They go dowo the nw9t oh thia occasioo merely aa 
a party of |deaaure; ooDvenatkm roIU chiefly 

on a calculatioq of when they aliu may be 

✓ 

•etting out on their tctum hoiorwarde, and ia eof 
livened by many a witty mna^ ocMbe vile climate 
of Bengal, the ddighta ol that of £ur(^» and the 
embarraaament which an oU Quo-Ay feela on being 
tranaferred from the ibe to the other. A good deal 
is said oo the want 'of TAiiinima in the EngliUi 
weather, on the new HidmuU of stemm-co^heB 
and rafl-roada, of the pimwt SMouq for imjHpve- 
nieots, and the number of new Btmaoi to be found 
in the London ahopa ^ , 

And hm it may be Decenary to explain the utw 
couth tmn% which I have introduced into thia 
lample of A ngloindtao phraseology. TheEuropean 
rea^heed not be aurpiaed to learn that, amrag 
An^^Iadiana, aa among eveiy other ae^of people 
any how combined, there rxia(a ^ port of alaog lan¬ 
guage, eontaiimig a va^y 'of pbiaaei, not, it must 
be owned, of amch danicai. cieguoe, but yet auch 
aa it 'would b^difflnlt to find aubatitutqp for uf 
^equal ffoce ai^ exjwewvoieaa. If 1 be thought to 

a 8 
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take too «Qudi^|Mlnfl in int ai pt e Aig eock of tlie 
vocablet of tlib Ufigua francayU moit oorarinnany 
o^ur» I ei ft re a t mj rcaden to obia^e that ooe of 
the dificultiea wMch an Indian frida, oo returning 
borne, ia that of making hknaalf underatood. Hie 
frleoda naturally crowd about* bho with queatio&a 
regarding the mannm, cuatMia, mode of livingt 
be. in India, and he alteaipta Ma beat to gratify 
their curioaity r butt bef.>rO proceeding beyond the 
very threaliold of fail esj^aBationa, be Bnda be hu 
empli^ed a number of words to ftmiliar to himadf, 
that it never oecura diey edn be unknown to hia 
liearcra. This produces a deroand few ex{danation ; 
one explanation reqiarea another, and die burineaa 
goes on, wbid within wheel, from ooe degree of 
intricacy to anoAer, tiB bodi ^letd^er and bearer 
give up the discuaaion in despair, the fermer won* 
dering at the'dulneaa of hU frienda in bciiig unable 
to compiehttid what it ^ aiopie and notorioua; the 
latter declaring that no IxuSkxx can ever ghre an 
aeoMint of India.' In fact, a voeabulioy of thg moat 
exprearive Eastern* words adopted into Euinpean 
coQversatiOD, would be aYery ntereadng and atar- 
taining piece, and would cast great light on Anglo* 
Indian manners aad ideas. In the absence uf tneh 
a work, and ftw the beoedt of tlM^drttka ^ eo»* 
mentatewi wbo, in AJ). 2500, ahaB pubii&i Twri* 
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orttm editioQa.af tfao Bengai Jnnttal ui^ Caieutta 
I jhaU attempt an ducidatioo of a few 
naturaliaod phnaaij which our Indian frienda will 
readily mopuae m old acquaintancea. 

1 ahaU .be^ witb /#«! BAoae, a phraae for 
whidi we naceaaanjy. want an equivalent, aa it im» 
plm a peraoB of the WM aaatai it ia derived from 
Jaui, * a caate’ (a derivatiTeCroiD the Sanscrit/un, 
* to bomand BlUm, the Hindee word for 
‘brother.' It ia used nieU}dwricaUy by.Anglo> 
Indiana to expraaa intimate fHeoda—as brother' 
offioersi or brothers of^ Pieemasoo lodge. 

The next word ia the ^ftUJuiown Bvmao. The 
best elucidatkai of this tenn is Peter Pindar's cel^ 
brated tala of llw JtoMor*. . It, exactly dgnifies 
what is mad^ not to share, but-to sdL ** This 
Joe Manton is a bit a ^uboo," is a phraae ofUn 
apjdied to the fowling-pieccB sold at Monghyr, the 
{dace where, tradition, the Hindoo Vulcan fix^ 
hia earthly abode, and where accoidin^y the loa- 
jority.of inbabitanta. are bUc hmith s. Similarly, 
we Day .say,- ** thia bookalhnaakr, .tbbi •palkee, or 
palankeen, are bsMtoos;" and, by an easy metaphor, 
“ that story of b|s ia a complete ftiMtooit would 
be difloult to jd Enj^nb phraae in which to 
trttulate dda dird* ™ instances.' To the 

' profaiAder. class of ray raqibTS, who may wish to 
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know hi 1 will add that J9 wmo ii the 

•econd penoq, plunl of the hapendvet owd «■ a 
nibitaDtiTi^ of the Hipdee verb AitiwHifia, *to 
ini^e,* andt peih^M, ** a nade-up afRur'* would be 
its oeareity thougb drcumlocutorj truulatwo. 

Hm next tern we shall mentioo is 
This is a verr noble word, being the infinitiTe of 
the Hebrew a&H, Aisbic ▼erb^oJImia, ‘ be judged, 
or < eommended' Our uodert doubileet ell know, 
that Sir Walter'Scott, ia^e T'ote (/ tiu Cm* 
Mdefe, makefl Sultan Saladin (SalaulMod-Deen) 
come to the Cbriatiaa camp, as a Hokimf or |4iyiH 
ciaiu But this is a mistake; Sakimj niore 
pK^rlj Haukim, signifies ^ a judge* or ' ruler.* 
It is a ccnuiCTi title of God, and nerer would hare 
been assiimed as a title hy the sultan on that occa* 
sion. The word Sir Walter inteiuled, is Huhsemp 
anothtt deneatm from tbe same root, and whid) 

^' I 

is the usual title Ar a phjdcian,pethBpsfirD(a eoaoe 
antidpatioD of the modern discovery, that ** knoV' 
lfld|^ is power.” Tb Mai^ve ifsehauit ngaifivs 
'wisdom,' or ipfailosophj/ and in tbia sautiit 
degrad^, by.Aogh>-lDi^i to a variety of ussa, 
which, if tbi^ be pbikaopby, are ^flost^y in hs 
evoy-day el o tb a s . Hiii^ *< i 'don’t understand 
the Hickmvt tif >*i .*' I 

understand bow tn open it” the.i^^bfan«f 
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of this nev bridle?^ i i: Whi^ is the wty In 
whicli it must be put on the homt'^ be. 

While upon* tUs sobjact,* 1 may ns wril stop a 
mmnent) to compUin of the want prosody which 
appears in the writings eren of our best poeU, when 
uaiiig Orieotal names. If an error in the quantity 
of a Greek or l«atin word^be an inexcuiable btun* 
der* why should a similar error in an Arabic at 
a Sanscrit appAlatfim be pamed over uneensured f 
If it would be unpardonable to talk of Cic£ro or 
Alexihder» why diould *we perdst in speakhig of 
the Emir and Sultin, instead of Emekr and SuU 
tiun. ThesSf howerer, are errors thati Bkethe 
univmal use of St. Helena tat St HelSna, are too 
dieeply engrained in language to be now got rid of. 
Still I cannot help wbliiiigy that our great po^s 
had srmded mistakes that neoeSMrily disturb all 
who know any thing of Orienml pronundation; .1 * 
cannot resist qisbtfng two inftaaM 
In his Virion (if Zhm Soderic^ Sir Walter Scott 
in a pessage that must be fimiliar to every person.' 
of taste, deeoribes, m a falaaa of the moSt'animaied 


poetry, the landtag of the Modeme in Spain: 

HmfsomI Owr eSMf I sat aStiumliu had 
WUW w.im tH.mitaas sfiw* AnS bofOei 
Bwart 2sbfi jo^ te aMadsfim meSf, 

** Anm sad-ICMM tbdr>^wwd. 

Heh'nmA nit tobe wiitied.'dmt this ^Icndid tffo- 
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si<» hadisoC Ism injmd hj the iotrodiietion of 
two liiiM thftt aa ftgiinft ill p ioe o dy i 

The Wir^ ead tbe I rf if 

The cb Qtot they yield, the XMw g the ewo rt . 

Id tbe firat of tbcee, Leliej tbougb i btrberoui 
corruption of ^ Anbic pToftiiiop, << There it no 
God but Godf'* fHij be eneutedt te there it no 
other word tbit wvuld eKprew it But Teebir 
ought to be ilisrod-^ « 

ierce wthttf, XAw* «rod jtil 

_ e 

The aeoond linei could tbe rhyme allow it| would 
isiume far greater magnificence by a rery blight 
alteration; 

Tfat choke tbef yieU, (be Swofi or tbe Anfat 

iiahometi a bubarin for JfoAammecI* may be 
allowed, as it ie Don Rodcrie who spealcs» and he 
may be s u ppoaed not wdl rerecd in the Orjental 
tongues. 

The other instance I «haU giet b frian Thomas 
^^SimpbeU, who» ID that beautiful but wdly fanciful 
picture of the regentr a ti o D of Iodia» which coiw 
oludai the first part of bis PUamrei ex* 

olaiaa^ 9 

nttwb^siewoeeMi 

This ibould be egaia comctei^ 

Com te fteiai ^eiWw^. 
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CoDTMlj, ke bst^MMlbr nd to on* 

Such misukes, though unnotioed by Europc«}i> 
sound T«ry diiigrcoiMy^to Oris&Ul raulm. They 
might eadlj be ttoided 
Another cittretit Angb-Indito phrase is Tki* 
katmaf b Hind«e‘#0rd, of wbUi it isxitfflcQlt to 
giTe the euct mraning Its general ssgrafiration 
is * fixture/ * certoiftty/ * or tnist-wMthioesi.^ 
Thus, ** there’s no tUkauna in tbe Eoglish wee* 
ther; it mey be fidr and foul a doien times a-day 
thera^s no tkikaunQ in that fidlow; be may be 
your foiaicl to^ay.and enctoj to-morrow.’’ 

We shall mentioD but one ome, and that as the 
tnueb-used but utteriy 4UitrBOiUteable word Skouq. 
The <m is here to be pronounced u to sAou^ irctU. 
It is the infinitive of Aa Aeafaie veth Skaakat ^ ^ 
wiahed’ or * desiredi’ It is in sosae respects sunibu* 
to our * taste/ but not exactly so, as tiauq can be 
used in a ludi^ous or pav erse meaning, whidi 
* taste* eaiDot Thus, he has a great shouq for 
pteturoi,*'would har^ * 

for or in pietuiw, bot tiwt he hM a greart rage 
for bujiflg aad peauMfing tim, .vhetbet bc/aatlj 
be a judge of paipdng or not. ' Rage,' however, 
would scatveljr otfrer fefaXouf, m all tnetancea. 
Tbtt^ » he has'a greet aAoic? Ibr atudy^ would be 
raore ** be hoa a great lore for itudy,* 
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And wou^ giy% an idea of approbation, of which 
rage,^ is incapable. ** Horses and dogs were his 
0 houq at one time, but there's no thikauna in him; 
he has givai up all his old shouqi^ and bis ooly 
4houq now is ibr pulitics*** ** 1 hare a ^kouq for 
all sorts of machines, but I don't understand the 
Ateftmu^of this watch; I think it is rather a hi^nao, 
for there's no thikaunff in its going, and I know 
that my Sirkaur and die Ghurree Wania (native 
watch-maker) are Jaui hAoees." Such is the lan¬ 
guage tl)ot is often beard from old Bengalee* resi¬ 
dents; not clasdoal, certainly, but yet not easy to 
be rendered with equal force into pure English. 

Another class of passengers are of a sadder de¬ 
scription than those of which we have yet given an 
account. They are the parents, gencrsdly the mo¬ 
thers, of children of from three to eight years old, 
whom the irreniediaUe insalubrity of the Indian 
climate compels thor partita to send to Europe. 
During this last day of their being, tc^ether, the 
^Idren may be snen running up and down the 
poop and deck of the vessd, enjoying the oovdty and 
busU^ and talking incessantly Co their offohi and 
bearers about eadi Juhaux (ships) and naoo (boat), 
as it passes 1^, while the pareots, indifferent to all 
other obje^s,. fellow their little ones constautlj 
with their eyes, eodnyouring to arrest tbw atten- 
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tion, and to say or do aomethiiig t^at may remain 
in their own and their chQdren'a remembAince as a 
memorial. 

This is, indeed, the moat painful part of Indian 
exile. The insalubrity and oppression of its cli« 
mate may be guarded against and alleviated; inter¬ 
course with Europe may be kept up, by correspon¬ 
dence; subjects with a large development of the 
bump of politics may have Sent out bales of the 
Times and M<tming Chronidet according as tlic 
organs of conservativeoeas or destructiveness pre¬ 
vail ; and they who, in additim to bearing the 
speculations of others, long to enlighten the world 
with their own, may at all times do so through tlie 
ever ofieD columns of the Calcutta newspapers. 
Those again who wish to cultivate any particular 
department of science or lit««ture have always 
portunitics of doing so, for there are few parts of 
the world where books are more easily procured 
than Calcutta. U is true that new English publi- 
caUons are unkttainably expensive; but after the 
lapse of a few months, they are found sdling in the 
basatr, when the gloss of novelty is over, at a tenth 
part of their original cost Beodes this, cheap 
editions of all popular English and translations of 
French and Gmoao hoo\u arepinted in America, 
and imported in large number* into Calcutta, where 
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thc^r sell at an aqual or perhaps greater rale of re* 
duction. ^The socans of France and the fMrofttsors 
of Germany are f<Aid of having their nameaincludcd 
in the list of doom to the Asiatic Sockty^ and al¬ 
most universally pesent copies ot their works to its 
libraryi which thus contains a vast store of valuable 
i)ooks> that (thanks to our whdesome laws against 
the importation of such a pernicious manufacture 
as foreign literature) ar hardly procurable even in 
London; of these particulariy arc Gerrooo and 
French periodicals; and lastly^ tltere is the litera¬ 
ture of Calcutta itsclf» Native, English, and Anglo- 
Indian, composing a mass of valuable iofonnation 
on all topics relative to India, and forming a vivid 
picture and genuine record of the opinions and 
manners of seventy millions of our ielJow*subjects, 
from all knowledge of which the people of Britain 
(thanks to the operation of the same laws) are com¬ 
pletely prohibited. ** JHaihmrtu^ementf^ says 
Baron de Sacy, speaking of Macan^i edition of the 
Shah Ui idiiipn$ de finde parvien- 

noHt difficilopieni en Europe;^ tod for some rea¬ 
son, best known to those at the liead of affairs, the 
shores of Britain are girt as witli a wall of iron 
against the admission of the literary products rif 
our eastern dommioiia. The consequrace is, that 
nointmuintnumty of literary fe^ng exists hetweea 
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IIS and that while we ire perpeluiHy comi^aining 
of the paucity of our itifonnation respecting Hin* 
dostan, we vcduntarily deprive ounelves of that 
from whidi alooe it can be obtained pure and on* 
flophisdeated, the •Uteroents of the inhabitants of 
India themselves, as they are to be found exhiUted 
in every possible shape, by the iimummble newv 
papers, inagaxinos, tracts and pamphlets, Native, 
English and Eurawan, that ar^perpptuaUy issuing 
fmm the Indian press. 

No country con possibly afford a richer field than 
India for the cultivation ol the various branches 
of natural history, aoology, botany, geology, mi¬ 
neralogy, &c.; in short, the politician, the man of 
literature, and the man* of science, will find abun¬ 
dant scope for the exercise of thdr rc^iiectlve 
powers, and were there no counterbalancing cir¬ 
cumstances, each of these mig^t live almost as 
happily in India as in Europe. But to the lather* 
of a family, alLthis can countervail nodnng of what 
there may almost be called the eleventh command¬ 
ment, thou ihali fsporo^e jVom My cAiUttn. For 
if there be any aphorism at all certain in Indian 
•Hygiene, it is, that children ot European psrents 
<4nnot be reared in India, from birth to adult age, 
without destnictioQ to thdr coiMitutums. No pre¬ 
caution^ in diet, doching, lodging, exercise, or 


85C 


SOCIETT AND MAKKEAS* 


€xposure, CAnward off the irreeistiUe effects of 
climate. ^ The general conrae of the ^roung const!* 
tution is, tlk^ from birth till about the age of three, 
the chlltl, pasting over the usual ailments of denti* 
tion, appears tolerably healthy, in some cases even 
more so than its cotemporaries in Europe; but, 
after that period, it b^ins to droo]^ becomes ema¬ 
ciated, sallow and languid; loses strength, sprits 
and appetite,. and incapable of partaking in 
amusement or recti^ng education. Then it is that 
parents have to make the choice, between sending 
their children to Europe, and retaining them in 
India to see them daily wasting away before thdr 
eyes. A cruel alternative! when to the inevitable 
grieft of parting there is added, as is too often the 
case, the uncertainty of the treatment which tlie 
children are to rective at home, ftom friends whom 
perhaps the parents may not have seen or hod com¬ 
munication with for many years; who may be 
utterly indifferent to thtir lung absent relatives, 
and rety little prepared either to receive the living 
consignments^ with 4ffacti<m, or to watch over them 
with care. 

Such reflections do not, of course, occur to young 
men on their anival in India, nor are they conw 
monly awakened during the few first yean of mar* 
ried life. While the diildTen are young, •parents* 
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in gmeral) too much occupied wi^ tlie haf^^ets 
of post^efdog then), wiUingljr exclude ^om tbeir 
luiodf all tboughte oi parti&gi and |pve themadref 
up to a sort of dreamy pertuasioii, hardly amount¬ 
ing to belief, that, among the innumerable cases 
they 0 ee around them, ihein may be an ncceplion, 
and that, though thousands of examples testify to 
the contrary, some additional care or precaution, 
or some latait good fortune in thf constitution, 
may preser^'C f Aetf children unaffected by the fiery 
blasts of Msy and the steamy exhalations of Octo* 
ber« But gradually time steals on, and the infant 
passes its fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh binh- 
days; the deluaon begins to dissipate; languM*, 
sallowness, loss of appetite and strength, unappeoa* 
able fretfulncss and increasing emaciation, followed 
bv more serious attacks of fev^, and ujuxmquer- 
able derangement of bowels, arouse parents to the 
Had necessity of preparing for Umir children's 
departure. 

When, after many a struggle between duty and 
affection, and many an excuse for deU)varhicb the 
parents, even while making it, peredve to be falla¬ 
cious, the traasniMioQ is finally detemiined upon 
and accctnpUiliedp it is opt to be suf^ioted that all 
the disadvantages of Indiaa exSe tenninate, or that 
the wU)W lots consirts in a few years of absence. Par 
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more seriauR are often the result. The un¬ 
natural ileparation of parents and children necessa¬ 
rily breaks up the associations which result from 
youthful intercourse^ and the gradual cR])ansion of 
intellect, during the years of education, under the 
parent's When all this interesting period is 
passed over as a dreary blank, and the parents meet 
again with their growa-up oifspring, they find 
themselves estranged t'roqi each other; community 
feeling is lost, and too frequently there reuiains 
but little of afiectioD. Even brothers and sisters, 
who may have been sent home at distant intervals, 
rarely attain that warmth oi mutual affection which 
can be produced only by a length of unbroken in- 
teroourse during the susceptible years of childhood. 

Such are the di«dvantages of sending children 
to £uro])e; but they ace inevitable. Of those who, 
from any cause, are kef^ in India, great numbers 
perish lietween birth and the completion of chJlHv 
hood. Some, however, aurvive: they (or the most 
part appear to recover themaelves about the age of 
ten or twelve, and from tboice continue to pass 
through the usual stages of existence, but with 
marked debility both of meatal and bodily consti- 
tuthm. It would be difficult, if not impossible, to 
ascertain the average durmtioD of life in this race of 
men, but there can be little doubt that ibis sborl: 
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many of the femaleB, ptrticulariy,#fa]I victims to 
too early marriage. * 

A curioQs circuenstance, connected with the in* 
fonts, is that, whm th^ are much affected by the 
climate, they absolutely appear to ceas^to grow, 
and at the age of frinn one to three years, will go 
on from month to month without the smallest in* 
crease of bulk: their little clothes never require to 
be enlarged. Yet on being put on,board of ship, 
and sent to sea, they at once take a start, and slioot 


up to thdr proper rise. ^ 

Many prujects have been entertained, and some¬ 
times carried into executioo, of rearing European 
offspring in Simla and other northern parts os In- 
dia, and such schemes are generally so far success¬ 
ful as to carry children over the dangerous period 
of infancy; but this impvftot improvsfneQt of cli¬ 
mate is altogether insufficient as a substitution for 
that of Europe, and perhaps no parent has ever 
trusted to it without having cause to repent. Su 


certain is all Uiia, that it would be difficult, per¬ 
haps impossible^ to find Uiroughout Indfa a single 


instance of a second generation ct, European blood 
existmg without having had communication with 
tlwir origiDal country { I mean that the grand¬ 
parents should be Europeans, and the children and 
the graodchildreQ should bars been born and reared 
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in India witbaut ever going to Europe. If in^ 
stances of this are to be founds (hey certainly must 
be very rare. I have never known one. 

These considerations fully de(nonstra(e the fal- 
lacy of ^ idea, that co^zition by Europeans 
could ever be earned to any extent in our eastern 
dominions, even were it permitted in the most im* 
limited manner. Nature herself has placed insur¬ 
mountable obrftaclcs II its way, and has evidently 
intended that the blood of Europe sluiuld never 
•people tlie plains of India. Were a colony now 
cstalilished under the most favourable circum* 
stances, and with every requisite for the foundation 
of a new community, it would, without the slightest 
external accident or misfortune, wither and perish 
in two generations. The truth is, that the aplio- 
rism« that man is an inliabitant of all climates, 
must be received with great limitation. If it be 
true with respect to man in general, it is certainly 
erroneous anth respect to the various races into 
which mankind are divided. They appear to be 
almost as strictly confined to particular districts as 
tlie diflerent species of animals, and wc might as 
easily expect to people the jungles of Bengal with 
a race of white bears, as its fields with a race of 
Esquimaux, or even periiaps of tbe race, whatever 
be its name, which inhabits the White t^ands of 
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the nortb-weft. We can chaogi^ our Icmgitudc 
but not our latitude. It waa from the^ea#/> aiul 
Dot from the north or eouth, that the children of 
men travelled to the land of Shinaar. 


voi. 
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C0KF£6SI0^'^ OF AN EURASIAN. 

** I KNOW Dot whether the document) in which I 
have thus iou^t a temporary relief from the pangA 
of humbled pride and disappmnted ambttioji) is 
destined to see the Neglected) solitary) for¬ 

gotten, it has been a relief to Q)e to register my 
follies, and to preserve a record of the hidden troiu 
bles that have now nearly fretted to decay the frail 
niansioa they so long tenanted. How soothing to 
have breathed them, in the c<»6deiice of the social 
hour, to some familiar friend, and in return to have 
drunk the cordial dre^ of sympathy from his Ups ! 
But neithar friendship not its consolations have 
been mine. To me it is a barren name—a shadow 
—an image suggested only books, of which my 
experience can supply no counterpart. 

** I was horn a member of that limhed knot 
persons, whom the impro>*ed nomenclature of the 
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day designates /ndo^Snfona, or Eurasi^mt and a 
^arer, aa such, in the supposed sorrows and ima- 
gincd proscriptiw which haye, of late, awakened 
the fashionable sympathies of those w]ui take a 
lively interest in the aflkirs of otliers, mh the dm- 
pic proviso of not being out of pocket 1^ their phi¬ 
lanthropy. Bui years glided away before the light 
burst in upon roe, that I belonged to an aggrieved 
and persecuted race. From iiktmcy almost to man¬ 
hood, that consoling truth never flashed its convic¬ 
tion upon me. A liberal'allowance, the beat in- 
structicNis that India could supfdy, a horse, a pa¬ 
lanquin, and the supaintendence of a kind parent 
and indulgent guardians, wafted jne along so 
smoiith a current of existence, that I had no leisure 
to cherish that high-minded sense of wrong, without 
which, acoirding to prevailing doctrines, a man is 
neither free nor deserves to be so. It is astonishing 
how apt an unbroken flow of ease and enjoyment is 
to blind a man to the miseries of his own condition, 
as well as t^make him insensible to the miseries of 
others as well off* as himself. It it an apathjr highly 
culpable in an enlightened age. 

I am the fr\ut a mixed union, the conflutmc 
of Western and Ariatlc blood in the same veins; 
in other words, the child of a casual congress b^ 

^ twe^ at n^jor in the Honourable Company's ser- 

a? 
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vice aad a deceit FmA female, lamed Latchmy 
Ubby, one of those beauties that wear the darkest 
livery of a burning tun. The eountiy languages 
came to ^e with a natural facility, for I rapidly 
acquired ^fRcietit of their vernacular g^ble to 
communicate my wish to have wliat I wanted— 
tiie primitive element of every language. My 
&ther, the worthy Major Middlerace, undertook 
the task of teaching i o English; but, though my 
docility was great, aud ay appreheuAun somewhat 
lively, my profidaicy in that difficult tongue did 
not probably respond to the pains he took with 
my instruction, particularly when he endeavoured 
to teach me his own Yorkshire poloia, whid), in 
phrase and accent, he conaidered the purest English 
that could be spoken. 

“ I made comsideraUe progress in more miscella¬ 
neous studies I yet, from my boyhood upwards to 
maturity, I frequently encountered a strange inex¬ 
plicable seniatioD, that came over me at those times 
when a proposition more complex than usual, or 
embracing several accessories or relatives, lay be¬ 
fore me. It was a dlacouragmg, deadoiing senaa* 
tion, partaking of an eitemal sense and an inward 
sentiment, jwobaUy compounded of both. It 
seemed as if, from the begianiag, a mystarimss 
decree had gone fcrUi, by which an imnaasable 
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bouodtryhad been prwaibed to thinking fftcul- 
tm. I detpnir ndequiitdj to detcrib^it^ unlew 
ip thoee wIioid the Mine prediciinot of l^h niay 
hftve rendered ecceeiible to iu influ^ce. Yet, poe- 
dbly, tboee of our little eommunity have felt 
ill tyranny, hare preaeryed too inaccurate a notice 
of iti operation to undertake the anaJyiia For 
myielf, I can explain it oidy by metaphor end 
analogy. 

** Hare you noted the atrange pbeinmena of 
your sleeping hoonf You will eaaily call to mind 
thoie disturbed drMkOu, in which, having bero pur« 
lued by a bull, or by a human aiiaitin adll mon^ 
ferociout, you bare betaken yourself to an alley or 
narrow street, you veioly mistook fcf a thorough¬ 
fare, and to your hewrar found it to be a euMe^sae^ 
that interposed an effectual bar to your escape, 
your adversary being all the while doae at your 
heels; and then, in the fsintness of despair, you 
have given yourself up fur loat, but with an inward 
coneciouineai of earn and sadafaedon in the sur¬ 
render. Even so, whmi, hurrying oowtrds in the 
acquidtioo of koowlet^e, a doubt or difficulty 
came aaoaa me, I attempted to ffy ftom it through 
some eaaitf avenue, but sunk overpowered with 
somethiDg of a pleaug stupor, irtiilst the boms of 
the dilemma were about to goad me. Night*mare» 
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like these rode tog in the solutum of ev^y problem, 
whether o^learning or cooduct At the same time, 
the very obstacle to which I had thus yielded was 
triumphantly Tanquisbed by my competitors of un« 
mixed des&nt, whether Europeans or Hindoos, as 
a well^poised skiiF mounts with tlie ware and rides 
gallantly orer it. In short, I was conscious of a 
certain quickness of apprdtennon, that carried me 
liglitly along tq a ce-^raia point. The sentiment 
stimulated my ardour and soothed my vanity; but 
wl)en I bad to thread consecutive reasonings, which, 
though of the simplest form, lay beyond tliv propo* 
sitioD I had embraced, my way became dork and 
confused, and, in despair of advincmg an inch fur- 
ther in the labyrinth, I sunk down m a fit of tor* 
por, which became by degrees rather agreeable 
than painful. 

^Vhenee was this? I was alarmed at the 
soothing complacmy that came over roe on these 
uccarions. Had I persisted in the struggle to the 
last, and then retired with defeat, my case would 
have been less hopeless; but, instead of makiog an 
eflbrt Co burst throu^ the barrier, I tranquilly 
laid mysdf to rest the moment I reached it. 

Years glided calmly and pleasurably along: 
1 pursued the unambitious \tnar of my way, unof¬ 
fending and unoftnded. In truth, when I turn 
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Ijick to the evenU of my life, which beve left im 
my mind t cbequmd feeling of pkwjrMnd pain, 
1 feel e grat^l TexMntion towards the Supn^me 
Disposer, who shed upon my earlkr coome 
the chdcest of his bleesings. 1 loo^M around 
amongst my contemporary half-castes Eurap 
sians, I beg their pardct w e n d obserred them 
to be in the same peacdul oondition or fortune. 
Indued, the Eurasian lot, which it is so much tlie 
feshion to commiserate, is for the most {>art 
auspiciously cut* The Brirish panmt, engrossed 
in the pursuits of gain, and the gradual accumula¬ 
tions which are to enable him to return to England, 
and having, therefore, no inclination to an union 
with one of his own countrywomei^^fbr Englisli 
beauty is a divinity that requires costly sacrifict^ 
at her altar—-bestows his undivided car^ on his 
Eurasian progeny; and nature, who always acts by 
rule, has in each family limited this progeny to a 
small number, and, in the greater part of a given 
number of instances, to a single one. Thus, the 
fruit of the connexion b endeared to him who has 
condemned himself to celibacy for the sake of 
fortune; and we are fondly nurtured in an affluence 
of all that is suffideot to render those happy, who 
are neither suffideotly English to be enamoured of 
intemperate pleasures, nor suffidently Hindoo to 
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debar ouradvet from thoee whkb are mnoceot. 
Happy EatraaianSy till the &tal knowledge was 
revealed to you, that you were degraded by dii^ 
bilities you never knew, and bowed down to the 
ground weight of fetters you never felt! 

With many oS them I lived in cloee communion, 
and never did a murmur escape their tips. They 
made no idle compariicms, and complained of no 
injurious contrasta. 

At Madras, I wan placed, at the age of seven* 
teen—an epoch of Eurasian, equivalent to the 
maturity of European, life—at the desk ot a house 
of agency. It was an age when nature an expert 
schoolmistress, made me accessible to youthful 
emotions. My homage was first paid to Ex^lish 
beauty; but with sensatioDs <A awe rather than 
love:—yet there was something in that awe which 
propelled me to the object that inspired it. In my 
musings on the subject, it did noi occur to me that 
an abstract beauty residol in the European ocan* 
plexi<Hi, but was to be traced in the namely 
accessories to that compleKimi, constituting, on the 
whole, a being that seaned to be perfection. It 
was, as the swain says in Cofnus^ a thing tliat, as it 
passed by, I worshipped. But when I spoke with 
it, I wanted the requirite phrase and idiom; my 
tongue clove to my mouth, and refused its o^ce. 
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I redded) at this timet in the gardeodmuse of 
a storekeepert a reepecUblet and often ui opulent 
claas of the English cornmunityin India, but living 
in a subordinate sphere of connexion. He liad an 
only daughter^i spelled coquettish ^; pretty, 
though with dioilnutiTe features, and eyes rather 
arch and playful than expressive. She interested 
me most strangely. Was it love, about which I 
had read so much t Why not then make love at 
once? It was known that my fatlw was rich. 
Where then was the disparity ? My colour was 
not black; it was a tinge of olive only, ^hat dis* 
tinguislied my enmplexion from the European. 
It is true, coametics would not help it t—but I said, 
as Othello did of Yet that's not much.* 

She was an interesting creature, that Amelia 
Waddle; but the difficulty lay in my inexperience, 
not 60 much of the passioi], as the set phrase—the 
word^^in which 1 was to reveal it. Certain 
novds oceasimally came out from England by 
the India ships, and chiefly from the Temple 
of Minerva in Leadenhall Street: of course, I 
imagined they were written under the sanction, 
probably by order, of the Company, the scat oi 
whose authority was in that very street. I read 
them, therefore, voradoutly, looking up to them 
’as acenrate modds of the art of making love. 

a 8‘ 
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Ovid'i were only the nile«) but here were to be 
found thm liring illaetrations. Often did I com¬ 
mit to memory parte of an interetting mooDhght 
dialogue^Jran tome of the numerous brood of 
fictioni whfth Minerva, perhaps at a loss bow to 
dispose of them at home, used to send out to India. 
But I rehearsed them in a Toice so timid and 
fauUering, that, conjoined with my Eurasian 
accent, which is to be conquered nor dis* 

sembled, she supposed, or pretended to suppose, I 
was talking a language she did not understand 
’ I don^ understand Gentoos,' she said, * so you hod 
better hold your ton^e.* Perverse thing ! Thus 
she rebuked me into alcnce. 

Now and then, but at long intervals, a civilian 
or two of rank, who had a reepect for my father, 
invited me to dinner* Who has not heard of Ccdl 
Smith, the pleasantest, the wittiest of men ? I sat 
occarionally, a ulent and unpretending guest, at 
his liospitable board, and the conversation I heard 
there, chiefly pertaining to' England, mxmti to 
open glimpses to me of an unknown world. I was, 
therefore, careful in treasuring up all that I heard 
in the delightful societies that encircled hit table. 
Amongst other things, I remember hearing a clever 
man remark, that * a series of attentions would win 
any woman upon earth Invaluable aj^msm I 
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HeDceforthi it wu to seire u a taliBrnan* (o 
direct me through the intricate ina^ of love. 
But Miw Waddle^what were the att^tiona by 
which she was to be wem t If I touched her hand^ 
it was sure to come back to me with a^smart box of 
the ear, and the oocaiional exclamation—^ let my 
band alone, you black 

** Not being master of all the turns and 
nesses of English conversatiol^ I Xqpk this to Iw uiw 
of Uiem. It, therefore, gave me no uneasiness. On 
the contrary, &ithful to the maxim 1 had heard at 
Cedi Smith's, every repulse quickened my atten¬ 
tions, till they became officious even to servility. 
Her ayah could not have been more assiduous or 
quickdghted in discerning what she wanted, or 
picking up what she dropped-*^ glove, or hand* 
kerchief, or smelling-bottle. I sliall long remem¬ 
ber the morning of one very hot land-wind day. 
She was reclining on a sofa I had whei'led for her 
into the verandah, and drqpt her kerchief on the 
flom*. The extenrion of her am an inch or two 
(for it was a low ottoman on which riic iTix>Si'({) 
would have placed it within her grasp. But it wnn 
enough to call my fetch-aDd<arry qualities into 
play; so I flew instantly and placed it by her side. 
It fell agaia 1 {Hcked it up with equal eagerness 
and <])elight. Again, again, again, the kerclii^ tell. 
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as if instinct witi) life. Again, again, agm, I m- 
deitd her *the same office. The sun shone fierodj 
even through the screen ci cusa-graas that shaded 
the portico; and wixA was the impetuosity of my 
mavement^ that I was nearly ovorpowoed with the 
exertion. Once more, the provoking piece of cam¬ 
bric found its way to the ground. Onee more, I 
bustled to pick it up; but the beat of the efTort 
and tbe weather mad* h hr that day the last of 
Uhe series of att49tiuns,* by which my English 
beauty was to be propitiated ; for I sunk almost 
fainting on tbe floor. 1 soon recovered, indeed, 
but perceived to my surprise that the foot tbe 
capricious syren had been all the time kept in 
cm{floy by kicking me in sundry parts tlic per¬ 
son—those especially, €( which nearly all the others 
take tbe precedence. These kicks she accompanied 
with ‘ get up, you black fool f-^ow can you make 
yourself such an ass 

** I assured her I did not sham ; that it was pure 
cxiiaustion : trusting she would think favourably 
of me for suffering so much in service. But 
she laughed scornfully, calling me an officious 
blockhead. I still dung, however, to the maxim 
I liad heard at Cedi Smith's. Thus my attentions 
become slavery—kni^t-errantry was a mild, unob^ 
trutive devotion conqmrcd with mine. If knights- 
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emat couU fiod Atpoor in tbe ^'ei of thw mis- 
tresses, whst was the recompense 1 had^nericed in 
thorn of Min Weddle ! 

The gvdaUiouse, at which Waddle resided, 
was at RyepetUh, about two mileB fsom tbe fort. 
It had been mj wont, every evening, when the 
buBiness ofthe day was over, to ride thither, taking 
at the same time tbe usual promenade of the 
Mount-road; and emulous, I am C 9 nipelled to my, 
of the young dviliana, wbo^ from their curvetting 
steeds, paid passing compliments to barouches, 
landaus, and cufrict^ freighted with die English 
beauty Madras. It it true, 1 could not, like 
them, flutter roun<l tbe fliur groupea, that shone 
like so many stars along that delightful vista. But 
I was dressed intbeclomat imitation of their Euro¬ 
pean foahions; and my Arab, the kind present of 
my father, who considered tbe manly exercise of 
horsemanship as the most redeeming accomplish¬ 
ment from the reproach of Euraaianisin, could 
caper aa nimbly and gracefully as theirs. 

** One eveiiiDg, however, my Arab played me a 
scurvy trick. I had just caparisoned him with a 
new saddle and bridle of recent importation, and 
rode with conscious elation amongst the gay cava- 
limof the MounUroad, who wei'e showing oiT their 
•spiritedsteeds, rebuking with die curb the curvet 
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heir beds w«re iociting, and ratlling out thdr idle 
p9fniJlag€\o the dowager with whom th^ were to 
dine, or the misses who sate bodkined between 
papa and mamma. 1 todc care, indeed, to keep 
the respe c tful distance of an Eurasian from the 
young registrara of aillah courts, and other dadiing 
drilians, not cnnitting, at the same t»c, to note 
down their light talk, and to watch thdr air an<i 
manner, whicli.1 woi^ld. have given any thing to 
accjuire—even my grey Arab;—c%’<zry thing, in 
short, but Amelia Waddle* 

** In a short time, I o b acrved that amiable crca* 
ture, mounted—for she waa a graceful horsewoman, 
a spirited palftwy. In her appropriate ^here, 
she too bad admirers. It is true, her cavaliers 
wae neither of the rivil nor the militar}’ service. 
But her train was aeldom deficient in a spruce 
English clffk or two, or now and th^ a young 
attorney. On the present occasion, she was escorted 
only by a third-mate of an Indiaman, who had found 
himself (God koows how) on the back of a Black- 
town charger, and was scudding before the wind 
alongside of Amelia. As At approached me with 
heroonvoy, she smiled with the kindest cocourage- 
inent; and the smile was not lost upon me. Making 
a bold effort to shake off the Euraaan baahfulnesa, 
which was for ever disconcerting me in iqy inter* > 
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course with English fabdksf end ioytatiftg, atdosely 
as I couldf the ponchriapoe of the you^ dvUiaos 
1 mentiooed) I croaMd dMiiptly to get near her, 
and in the movaneot gtee the third^mate a jerk 
with my ri^t foot, that went near to uiueatiug him 
(a check-mate, by the way, he never forgave me), 
and thus sidled mysdf close to her riglit-lumd. 

Every body knows that it is the property of an 
Arab, though slow and sluggish in solitary excur¬ 
sions, to glow with a douUe portion of Pruznethuan 
dre when he perceives a rival willing to outstrip 
him. * I admire your grey much, Mr. Middleracc,' 
said Amdia. **How deariy dKmld I like to see 
hitb gallop r With that, suiting the action to the 
word, she set off instantly at full speed, and my 
Arab, reedving the challenge with a snort of defi¬ 
ance, followed her with equal rapidity; the third* 
mate, on bis Black-town hack, doing wonders, for 
Che animal he bestrode had only the use of thfei* 
I^s, the fourth bring suspended by the spring-halt 
aloft in the air. This was an insult my Arab 
seemed to and having kkxi shakim off so ig¬ 
noble a competitor, stretched himself out to give 
the go*by to a rival more worthy of bis powers. 
Amelia, an excellent rider, puriied her |>aIfroy to 
the extent of his speed—and in an instant, chariots, 
palanquins, curricles, tandems, bandys, drew on one 
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side, «B if we regularly matched for a 

race. *' 

<< Mifs Waddle^ all the time> had her bone in 
perfect controul. 1 had loat all power over mine; 
and he rair along u if entered in the NeDi«an 
gamas and anxioua to be commemorated by Pindar. 
My seat) always a precarious aDe^ became now en¬ 
dangered ; but he went on just as if my consent 
had nothing to.4o bis movements. Off flew 
my hat: at that moment, a thousand faces weit* 
grinning moat hideously at my expense. Miss 
Waddle seemed also to enjoy the joke she had 
created; but though she had reined in her horse, 
I was still carried onwards <m the wings of light* 
ning, and had already arrived at Lord Cornwallis’s 
cenotaph, when the animal, apparently out of 
respect to that great man's mcinOTy, stood suddenly 
still, and I glided over hit neck, like an angel I 
have seen in some Dutch painting, descending frtm 
the clouds on a rainbow. 

Stunned with the fall, which, thanks to the 
li^tnesi of my person, was not fatal, I remained 
prostrate for some minutes. The flrst object on 
which my eyes opened was the tbird-mate, who, 
having dismounted, rather let hnnsdf down the 
side of his horse, was lifting me up, his square 
incx{wssive face rendered more repulsive^ by a 
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broad griii> excUiPung—* How now, Uwny t carry 
too much Bail, A So saying, he begamwablnag 
me down, aa he called it, to brush off the dust from 
my dress; that is, giving me each time a prodigioui 
thump with his handA But a celestial voice 
vibrated in my ear, that amply compensated for the 
rude handling I was undergoing from this savage 
Trinculo; for Amelia herself rode up, and said, 

* I hope he is not hurt*^ ^ 

** ^ Not at all, Miss Waddle/ was my reply; 
unless it is, I would have said, by this seo-monster, 
who is belabouring me, under the pretext of brush* 
ing the dost from my coat. A certain Eurasiao * 
prudence, however, which has seldom deserted me, 
admonished me to rilence. But did 1 see aright ? 
for the moment the kind*heaited creature had made 
the inquiry, I saw a grin upon her face, much wor¬ 
thier the ugly mouth of the thinl*matc than one 
fonoed BO exquisitriy as her'a She is oveijoyed, 

I said, at my safety, and vents her feelings in 
laugh ttf. 

Fr»d this inetdeot, I date my repugnance to 
equestrian ezenaaes. I contented myself, therefore, 
with walking home on foot, like otba Eurasians, 
who sighed neither for horses, nor curricles, nor 
any of the equipages that shine like meioon on the 
^Mount-road. One evening, I was returning, at a 
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ilow, musQg p«c«, when Amelia overtook me. She 
was lidisg gently, with the third^mate) on his 
DUck-cown jade, by her side. Gladly would I 
have declined a renocmtre widi that maritime pro- 
duction, he never met me without one of those 
abomisahle grins, that had already made him so 
hateful. But Ajnelia, in the kindest manner, and 
in spite of her unmannered cumpanion, entered into 
the most pleasing c< verse with me, os 1 walked, or 
rather ambled^ by her aide. Her hewse w'alked, 
however, faster than I could have wislicd; but, 
according to my Eurasian notions of politeness, it 
would have be^ a gross insult to have left her 
whilst she was running on in a communicative flow, 
with whirii I was aeld<E& honoured, when slic 
deigned to converse with me. What could this 
thhd-mate mean ? He was in a broader grin than 
ever, and looked for all the world like Vishnu, with 
his wide mouth and distended nostrils, on a Hindu 
|>agoda. She still perristed in her fluent prattle, 
and I began to think myarif decidedly a favourite. 
From other lips, indeed, it would have been tedious; 
but she never ceased, though I was puffing, pant¬ 
ing, cboaked with her horse's dust, and that kicked 
up 1^ the third-mate on his three-l^ged beast, 
bathed in perifararion and ready to drc^. How 
strangely inconsderate, seeing how fatigu^ I was 
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in keeping up with her, not to epitonuEe her itoiy, 
which, after al!, was oaly an account of the ladies* 
dresses at a ball given to the presidency at the 
GoTenunent^Gardens ! The least she could have 
done would have been to modawte her iiorse to a 
slower walk. She had now got into a long deacrip-^ 
tion of the lady goyemeaa's pink sartoet, and the 
festoon of laurel which skirted it. But the apho* 
rism came across me, that * every feywle was to be 
w on by attentiotta,* and I attempted to walk on till 
d)e dismissed the pink sannet, and then politelj to 
take my leave. But that accursed aarsnet would 
have tilled a volume; and 1 was obliged at lost, in 
a complete state of exhaustion, to lean against a 
tree to recover my bresth. ^£h, Af eh V cried tlie 
thml*inate, shaking hb fat sides, and puinling to 
the great Triplicaoe tank near which I halted, 

* run in, young tawny, run in and cool yourself.* ** 

a « a • a a , 

Here fedlow several similar misadventures that 
befel the Eurasbo, down to the mairiage of Miss 
Amelia Waddle with the third-mate, Occupying 
several pages cf his diary and three years of his 
life. Hb iatber having Aed, leaving him a band- 
smne poperty, he was anxious, like other sc^umera 
in India, to return homoy and take his share in the 
^reat political transactums of England. Before 
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his embarkatfoQi liowev^, he took t dietinguishecl 
lead in tAe meuures that were about that time 
under debberadooi for the entire rettorati<») of hit 
Eurasian brethren to their just weight in the social 
and moral* scale) and to those rights tnm which 
they had been so long and so iniquitoutly excluded. 

It seems that the Eunudan, on the death of his 
father, inlierited considerable propoty; and having, 
to use his ow9 phuse, dc4ermined to return Aome, 
was deputed hy his fellow*Etirasians to carry their 
petition for a restoration to the dvil and political 
immunities from which they deemed themselves 
unjustly excluded, in order thav it might be pre> 
sented to the L^slature. From a marginal ann<v 
tation in die manuscript, it q^ars also that he 
was now in his twaity-sec«d year. 

Experiraoe, the god of this lower world, had, 
to this epoch of my life, been wanting to roe; and 
to this circumstance I naturaUy attributed the 
error s and perplexidet in which, from time to time, 
I found myself entan^ed. England, I fondly 
hoped, would in a few yean supply the defects of 
an education so little calculated to train the under¬ 
standing to the solution of those difficult problems 
of human conduct, on which our weal or woe de¬ 
pends. 
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** To an Euraoin, tbe embajk^ion in a Urga 
veaael ia like a new Urth. Tbe abip itlelf waa a 
new orb, peopled with a new race, pretendug within 
it! narrow dimemknii more opportunitiea cl study¬ 
ing the nature to which I belonged, • than had 
hitherto been within my reach. A new preeent, a 
new futurity lay before me Through tbe indie* 
tinct hare of anticipation, every object of hope 
loamed, aa it were, in huge and gigantic propor¬ 
tions, which half-gladdened, half-^palled me. I 
was now wafted along tbe world of waters, towards 
a country, which the language and Kntiments of 
die European reridenU of India had pictured to my 
thoughts as the resting-place of the fondest aspirin 
tbns of the heart, the paradise that encircled all the 
inodes and forms of earthly enjoyment. 1 was blest 
with affluence, invested with the unfettered use of 
it, and with such a talisman of worldly bappioess 
in my possessioD, a long vista of undisturbed delight 
opened to my vision. 

But I bad not analysed with requisite precision 
the attraction which Europeans felt toVards the 
country c4 tbrir birth. It was their home. The 
letters composing that w<wd were rach so many 
cabalistic diaracters, that summoned before their 
eyes smilmg hearths, groupes of familiar fiwea, 
^llage-grecsB, where their carrieas infancy had 



S82 SOCIETY AKO MA)?KEE1|. 

roomed, all mellowed in the soft moonlight of re- 
membrorite, or clothed with fresh lift, if remem- 
branre had failed. To me there was no Aome. It 
was a lifekss term, that awakened no seotiment and 
presented mo picture. What heart beat for my 
return ? What parent, what sister counted anxi*> 
ously the minutes that retarded it ? It was well for 
me that I did not dwell on these painful contrasts. 
It would hav^beeii «oo harsh a foretaste of sorrows 
which, till their due season, are wisdy veiled from 
our knowledge. 

** At first, all was prodigy—enchantment. I 
gased on the ocean as an abyss illimitable, like tliat 
of eternity, and when the fiat sands of Madras anrl 
the scorched hills of Pulicat sank below our hori¬ 
zon, felt myself pushed off on a vast and shoreless 
void. But though I knew not the mystic impml of 
the word, the charides it contained, or the promises 
it breathed, I was returning hove, and by habit 
and tmitadofi, the word came as beconungly from 
my lips as it did from those of my lellow>passen¬ 
gers. Some of them, indeed, appeared Co sneer 
when I joined in those deli^tful anticipations of 
home, with whidi they were wont to beguile the 
tediousness of the voyage. But it gave me no un¬ 
easiness, for they were kind and attentive to me; 
sometimes so ofiiciously as to annoy me with thei^ 
civilities. 



CONKSSIOKS Of AV SUftASIAK. 


m 


** One thiog, 00 my fint embarkatHm, hod pre> 
saged an uoplaaaaot tio^ of it; for 1 fbuod iniUUad 
in the office of chi^f mate, the identical Caliban 
w]io had grinned with auch savage ecata^ at my 
miRadrenturea in the Mount*road, ao^ aa a con* 
aumiiiatkni of hii insolence had roU)ed me Amelia 
Waddle. But be dtuwed me such marked atten¬ 
tions! made me so low an obrisaoce every time we 
met on deck, and exhibited so amiaUe a deferunct* 
to every observation I made, that tbw^i I thought 
his politeness ratlicr overdone, 1 began to sti£e the 
unfavourable opinion with which he had imimMed 
methe more so, since I fuund that Miss Waddle 
had given him little reason to be satisBed with his 
bargain, the capricious spoiled chit having .de¬ 
generated into the fretful termagant wife* 

Week after week glided away, and 1 bc^^an, 
like every body else, to be fatigued with the voyage. 

* And how l<Hig do you think. Sir, it will be befiw 
we get hmneP' I asked the chief mate, one even¬ 
ing, when it was his watch. ^ Get home! Mr. 
Middlerace, get home !* he returned for«i»wer, in 
a tone like thatof computation—but with a marked 
emphasis on the word Aome* why, you will hv 
—pulling out bis watch—* aye it's now 
ei^t r. u. Tue^y the SSd of August—you will 
^be at F<Mlsmouth at eleven o^cIock in the forenoon 
of the Jth of October.' And, idcot as I was, I did • 
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not tee the banter that lurited in the forced gravity 
and mock politAMax with which be replied to my 
inquiries; nathcr did I suspect the accuracy of his 
reckoning. I had seen the fellow^ day after day^ 
assiduously engaged in his tolar observatkatsi and 
my educatioii had been so unsciendfic, that I leaped 
with the greatest agility to the conclusion thot the 
day and hour of our arrival was an ailuir of easy 
coDiputatiuHi and hv^ing no reawm to suspect the 
trick be was playirig upon niy credulity^ looked 
forward to the auspicious day and hour with the 


fondest anticipation. 

And it did happen tluU we saw land on tlic 
day and anchored within a few minutes of the hour 
he liad predicted* beneath a high ridge of land, in* 
tersected hy a Icmg winding valley* along which* 
with the aid of a glass* I could clearly discern 
several buildings of considerable magnitude* a 
street with neat and elegant bouses cm each side* 
with the steeple of a church rising pleasingly above 
them. ^ There* Mr. Middlerace! * said Woolfen* 
face* while they were letting go the anchor* ^ there! 
did I not tell you we should be at Portsmouth at 
eleven o'clock od the 5th of October ^ You are 


quite correct* Sir*' I replied* looking at my watch. 
* This is the 5tb of October* and it ts only four 
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Was I deceived, or did I not distemthat hideous 
grin on his ugly face, which had so ofien^disgusit'd 
did nut trery individual of the group uf 
passengers collected on the deck at that moment 
eye me with a look, betokening in soin^ contempt, 
and commiseration in others P Such, however. 


wan Uk* faith my imperfect education had taught 
me to i'C)) 08 e In human assertions (alas! it led me 
sulMei{utntly into a thoiisoDd perplexities), that I 
iN'gon to busy itkysclf in immediate preparations 
fur my jourticy to Loudon, and was infiniudy de- 
lig))U%l when the purser ofleaxl me a seat in the 
post-chaise, in whieli, he said, he was about to con* 
vey the desixitches to the India House. 

OverM'lk'lmed w ith the idea of having at I^gtU 
reaelu'^l Acme, full u{ the importance of the Eura* 
sian mi'-siun, and not unconscious of the inspiring 
sensulion of a amriderable fortune, securely placed 
ill the English funds, I began the bustle of packing 
up, requesting Uie chief*mate to order tny trunk>« 
and packages to be brought from the bold ;«and 
he affected to give orders to that purport, but in a 
tune of vociferation much louder, I thought, tbuii 
was necessary. ^ Below Uiere !*—«^Aye, aye, Sir!' 
* Trunks No. 1, 2, and S, marked Ephraim Mid. 
dlerace, Esquire!* Methought I heard tlie order 
echoed from below with sbouU of laughter; but 



386 


60C1ETV AKD UAKKEftS. 


my delunon was so complete, that every suepkion 
died instantly away ok soon it was awakened. 
With a wild exultatiim of heart, I jomed a party 
of passengers w)io were going ashore, and soon felt 
my feet trading, as I believed, the hallowed soil of 
England. But the Maion was not destined to be 
of long duration. One of my fellow-passengers, an 
officer in the King's service, drew me aside, and 
»aid, ' Faith!, Mr. M Idleroce, they arc laughing 
at you. You have htxu led to bcliev'c diat you are 
in England. By the powers, it's all a hoax ;^you 
m now in the island of St. Helena V 

In truth, the confederacy to deceive me had 
l)eeo got up witli great unity of design and skill in 
execution. I knew it to be usual for homeward* 
bound ships to stop at St Helena; but in answer 
to all tny inquiries on that head, 1 was assured by 
Woolfenfacc, that sra could not pocsihly make 
St. Helena; and in that assurance I had quietly 
acquiesced. Judge, then, with what surprise and 
indignation I received Major Nettlebead's kind 
intimation of the deceit that had been practised 
upon me. 

** ^ Is it possible I exclaimed. 

** * Yes,' said the major, * I tell you so upon my 
lK>nour;'-«d I beg, Mr. Middlerace, that my 
honour may not be called in question/ ^is tone 
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humbled and alarmed me. I .apolo^zed, and 
thanked him for hia kiiidneas» assuniig him 1 
would take the earliest opportunity to tell Wonlf- 
enface that he had deceived me. 

** * But you mubt do more,' replied my Hiher* 
nian Mentor. ^ lie has iniultod you.* * Must 
f^rottly, major,* I said. 

* And you must call him instantly to account 
fur doing so,* said (he major. • 

* I will du so tills very evening,* was my reply. 
‘ I will tax him with falsehood, and to make 
disgrace more galling to him* (I had frequently 
occasion to ohMcrve that the chief'^mate was fend of 
dangling on the ladies whenever they appeared on 
deck), * I will tell him of it to his face before the 
ladies.* 

* ^’nu mistake tlie matter quite,* rejdned 
Major Ncttlcbi*ad. ‘ The ladies must know no- 
tiling about it. It must be done in private, am] 
I will be your friend, and carry him your meuage.* 
I was not displeased to find the affair was to he 
a private one, for assuredly my courage would have 
faltered in reproaching Woolfenfaee before so many 
witnesses;-^nd more particularly before the ladies, 
in whose pr e s e nce I always felt abashed. But the 
major had not yet made me understand him. At 
last came the explanati&n. I was to send him, by 
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Majfjf NetUehcaf], a hostile meaMge to meet me 
behind Lcmgwoodi at 8e>*en the next morning. 
* We must hire horM»' observed the major, ^ to 
carry us up the hill, which is as steqa, all the 
jviwers, as ||ie roainmast ;-*and I will take care of 
the needfuV 

*** The needful!* said I, * I have enough for 
that purpose;' at the same time pulling out a 
lumdful of cotndn>m m. pocket. 

** * Pshaw! * said he, muttering between his teeth 
Honictliing that aounded not unlike * halfeaste 
ideot.' * That's not what I mean. .What I meant 
was, that I would accommodate you with my 
pistola They are haii^triggcrs, and genuine 
‘Wngdciis, every Inch of them.* 

^ In a moment, obtuse as I was to the forms 
and conventions of European life, the truth flashed 
on me like lightning. < What, major,' 1 asked, 
^ am I to fight a duel?' 

* You have hit it,* said he, with ineffalile 
i'UollH'SS. 

^ But 1 never fought one in my life,* I returned. 

^ It is high time, tlien, you should begin,* was 
Ills placid answer. 

* And be killed,^ I continued, ^ because, for¬ 
sooth, hir. Wooifenface has insulted me Pre¬ 
cisely so,' said he; * what better reason would you 
have?' 
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^ But, my dear Sir,' I rejoined, ^ would it iwi 
he more Christiaii-Uke to Ax^ve him U 

* More Chrietion^like, undoubtedly,* wii<l liis 

* but not quite k> gcntlmandike/ 

** It WM idle to argue with Major ^ettWhcad cm 
«uch a subject, for he had killed hit inan rua long 
before at Maaulipatam, and with one of tboae vi*iy 
Wogdena, aa he had hiuiadf assured me. His lookK 
were quite fearful when he told im 1 dmuld forfeit 
the character and privileges (A a gentloniau f(»r the 
rest of my life, if I did not call Woolfenfact* out. 

* And what is more, Mr. Middlerace,* said he« ^ by 
all the powers, you must fight me if you refuMv 
I have offered, as you see, to be a iMa^-makcr in.- 
twixt you, and my services must not be slighted.* 
Here he swore an oath tliat made me trenibW. 
Thus placed between two fires, non<s»mpIiaTiei* 
WAS out of the question, and the major was in¬ 
stantly rowed off to the ship, which lay about two 
cables' length from the shore. A quarter of an 
hour brouglit him back to the spot in which hv 
hod left me. Every thing, he t<dd me, was mont 
comfortably airanged. Wool&nface would Iw be*- 
hind Lwgvood the next morning at the hcuir 
appointed. 

“ A party of passengers, amongst Whom wen* 
the i^jor and myself, l)ad taken lodgings at a 
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private house during our $(jot(r on the idand. At 
dinner, I atte mofionless with affright. Tlie major 
plied me with port wine. It wus the first time I 
had ever tasted it It seemed, from its strength, 
to be SI) adnj|rable be\*erage for a bull; it inspired 
me with a sensation like courage; I congratulated 
myself on the discover)', and in the full glow of a 
manly determination to avenge the affront tlmt had 
been put upon me, relir I to my apartment. But, 
in a slMM't time, Uie screws by which my feelings 
had been raised were again loosened. Yet how 
could I retract? I was like theancietit Britons— 
1)efore than lay tlie ocean, behind the Piets. I must 
either fight Woolfcnface, or stand a shot from the 
unerring Wogdens of tlw major. But surely there 
were exemptions, wliich might be fairly pleaded 
from the tyranny of this barbarous cu^^tom. 

** Nor was 1 long before I bit upon one. Was I 
not entrusted with an important diplomacy in 
belialf of my Eurasian brethren? Wuk not the 
person of every atnbassndor privileged iron a 
wanton and unnecessary risque? At this crisis of 
the debate, the major entered. I stated to him iny 
scruples. He overruled them as before, and swem 
there was no alternative left to me. The major 
made two glasses of stiff brandy-and-water. Strange 
phenomenon ! I was again wakened to tlie jnsult 
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I had received—again fired witti the wixh to re>*cngi* 
it. Another glass heated roc to a degree of deter* 
mination still more intense. But it was a smoulder* 


ing dame, like that of ignited gn^se, whieli 
extinguished the blaze it excited. ^ 

I felt sleepy, or rather stupified—and tlie major 
left roe, with a promise to call me punctually at the 
hour, telling me emphatically that, on tlwao 
sions, it was better to be too early ^an too lote. 

I could not have been left in less p)i*aiiant (x)m* 


pony than that of roy own meditations. My night 
was restIcsM, and scarcely Imd I fallen into roy first 
doze, when the major, with accursed jmnctuality^ 
stood at tny bed*side. Happily, roy olive tint con* 
cealed the paleness which, uncUr similar drcuin- 
Stances, Uie European countenance would liavc 
betrayed. I lingered longer, however, at iny toi¬ 
lette than the major liked. * Make haste, tny 
friend, said he, as if we were going on a party of 
pleasure. ^ Here arc the cunning opening 

the box that contained his Wogdens. * They 


never miss at twelve paces; but I sh^ill'only ullnw 
you eight.^ * Eight pacesI ejaculated. ^Simdy 
we might as well fight in a «AW*pit/ I should have 
continuoi] the protest, but die major's looks uwed 
me into silence. 


accordingly mounted our inland nags and 
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i)egAn to climb tlie ruaJ, or rather the ra^nnc, tliat 

# 

led to Ixa^wood. We did not arrive at the ap* 
pointed spot till half an hour at leaat afiter the time; 
for the horses of St. Helena are quite unmanageable 
without their keepers, who run behind, twisting 
their tails way of rudder, which at the same 
time goads them along and guides them in the 
direction it is intended they should take. But the 
secret nature of our e> .'ditinn rendered it necoj^- 

I 

snry for us to gi't on ns well as we could without 
them. I'he Vucephalus, however, which the major 
Iicstrodo, not perceiving the wonted stimulus in hit 
roar, took it occasionidly into his head to back down 
the hill instead of ascending It; and my own, out 
of mere mimicry, made the same retrograde 
advances. The major, therefore, ad<»ptcd the inge¬ 
nious expedient of turning the heads of both 
animals from the point we were going to, and then 
to spur and whip as if it had been our object to go 
liack again. I'he expedient succeeded ; for in the 
tnie spirit of uppusttion, they backed upwards, and 
thus brought us to the place of rendezvous. We 
looked around, but Woolfmface was not to be seen. 

** The major pulled out his watch. * I shall 
give him,' he said, * half an hour's law. That is 
the indulgence allowed by the code of honour.' 
Tflough inwardly pleased at the circumstance, I 
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cxclAimet]} withaiTectetl surpriso-^^not cornel iiow 
strange r < Sonic accident)* n^plietl 
coolly; * but I cannot think he will bo so tiocivil 
as to disappoint us.' An hour elapsed, and u»t 
chief*mate made bis appearance. * What's to Ih' 
done,' said I ? * Why, you must )x>st him h 
coward, i>rgive him a horse-whipping, whirl lover 
you |)refer,' continued the major, rqihuiiig h\> 
darling Wogtieus in their welhpitfldcxl recoptack'. 
At that initfant, hia face brightened with a sudcicii 
gleam of satisfartion, for the chief-mate, attended 
by the purser, bene in sigiu. It seems, they had 
mounteil two stcixia tnoro self* willed than our own, 
and after a long controversy, in which spurs and 
whips Uxik an active {'art, titey hud tnriKii tlicni 
loose into the valley beneath, and pniccvtled ou 
fiH>t as well as th<^ were able. 

** The matter was sum armngeil, niul ihv \v„g. 
dens again saw tlie light. I wan placetl with in^ 
back next to tbe declivity, and the njajtH*, having 
measured out the right paces, put a pistol into my 
hand^aiid proceeded to make somearrangemcDi with 
my adversary's second. I loukinl instinctively tiu 
chief-mate in the face, and even at that awful 
moment it was in broad grin. Tlic major wa>« now 
receding to a short distance, in order to pnmountv 
tbe w^>rd—fire ! Butin tbe same instant, my rc^so* 

si 
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lutioD WAS taken And executed. I turned mj hack, 
aoiLftn down the yalley al<H)g crags and prec^tces 
w a chamois would not have ventured to tempt. 
By what pttxeaa I framed the resolve, I cannot for 
(he life of mt exjrfain; it was so rapid as to outstrip 
all thought or voliUon. I pursued my flight to the 
beach, and having soon got beck to the ship, 
related to the captain tl inddontof the morning. 
He WHS a man Of good vnse and amiable manners. 
Having mildly reprehended the chief-mate for 
]>asring such idle trickeries on an ingenuous and in¬ 
experienced youth, he recommendei! Major Nettle- 
head in future to keep ids Wogdens for his own 
use; a hint which the major, with all his Irish 
<*ourage, received more calmly than might have 
itcen expected from one who Iiad killed his man. 
The captain kindly attributed my defalcation of 
nervous energy not to hcreditaiy or constitutional 
causes, but to the softness and languor of mind, 
contracted by ati education amongst a race habi¬ 
tually })ossive to every provocation. He knew, he 
said, many Eunudans, w|k>, after sojauming in 
England for a few years, showed themselves far 
front deficfent in the moral courage which was 
requirite to sustain the character of a gentleman. I 
could have listened to him ftw ever when I heard 
him talk so sensibly of the Eurasian character, and 
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tbund him so willing and competcpt to do us justicv. 
lie isaisted farther^ that WooUenfacc should 
me an apoI<^y; and the fellow, still bowcver^f^h 
the infernal grin upm his countenaitee, advanced 
and took me by the hand. I receivedithe n]m]ogy, 
but could not forbi^ar asking him—why ho hud 
deceived me? 

* Deceived ymi, Mr. Middloracc! How diti J 
deceive you * Did you not (cll uie,* I said mildly. 

* that we couid not poesMy moke St> HeUna 

* True,* replied lie, * and neither we, fM»r any navi* 
gators that ever sailed, liave fnade it yet.' This, 
us I afterwards found, was a conundrum; and it 

was truly worthy of its addle-hcuded inventor.*' 

a « • a 

The Eurasian's diary proceeds to relate liie 
mingled emotions of «ur|wiBe and admiration that 
agitated him on his arrival in England. It describes 
his expectation of finding the shores of the river lined 
with Eu rasians to hail his comingthe slrangediiui(>* 
pointnient he witnessed wlien lie first saw a director, 
having, as he mounted (he steps of the India Houbc. 
made his salams to a stout old man, in a cocket!* 
hat and scarlet clodc, with a pint of porter in hin 
hand, whom he took fiw the chairman, but wlioiu 
he afterwards found to be cm of the pewters, in thi* 
dre8s#won by those personages on a court-day. 
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Several minor perplexities happen to hiiD) all 
attributable to too easy a faith in human asaatkmR) 
a defect, of which a little London experience soon 
cured bin. Hewaited upon amember of Parliament, 
win promiatd to piwnt the Eurasian petition;— 
invited him, in the name of the Eurasians in Eng* 
land, to a grand dinner they gave him at the 
London Tavern, wherr ate and drank heartily 
at their expense, made speeches in praise of the 
Eurasians and the dinnei^-and afterwards forgot to 

present their petition. 

• • • • 

Month after month elapsed, and I received no 
invitation to confer with the chairman, the deputy* 
chairman, nor with the coniurittec of slapping, nor 
with the secret conimittoe, nor with any individual 
director, on the important objects of my deputation. 
Strange, that a political portent so new and alarm* 
ing, as the rising of the whole Eurasian body in the 
dignified attitude of insulted nature, though for 
the recovery of rights they never had,' and the 
redress of grievances they never felt, should be 
overlooked those whose especial provnee it 
was to watch every speck or cloud in the eastern 
horitoiL 

Eurasian timidity alone restrained me from 
proceeding at the head of our body dmteifed in 
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LondoU) and demancTing an audience of t])e Court 
of Directors. Beadea. <m examining otr nummeal 
atroigth for that object, we found we could only 
muster about half adosen—a number not suffidenOy 
imposing to awe the directors into th^measures we 
were anxious to carry-^so the matter was abandoned. 
Stfll, however, I felt it would be deserting the 
great cause that hod been confided to my exertionH 
were* I to omit any practicaUc mcaju of influencing 
the directors in our favour. Amongst the many 
deficiencies of an Eurasian edticati<m, is the shrink¬ 
ing bashfuIneiM, that ties the tongue within the 
mouth yrhea wc have any thing important to urge, 
or any point to carry. Yet ao opportunity at last 
occurred of an interview with one of the directors, 
which I hoped might turn out advantageously to 
the cmnnion cause. I had taken care to qualify 
myself aa a proprietor of India stock, which I hdd 
to a considmble amount. Three stars were aflixed 
to my name on the books ^d I was Cold by ihi* 
kind friend who advised me to that efi^, that it 
was a constellation that would prove pfopitious to 
any objects I might wish to pnomote at the India 
House. 

A worthy gentleman became on a Huddeti mt 
solidtous for the h^piness of his fdlow-subjects in 
Indii^ that he beao^j^t the ladies and gentkni«i 
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who wm in poimiion of India stock to make him 
one of the directm. lie called upon me^ and 
m)Ucited mj vote. * A civile well-spoken gentlemani' 
I said, as he came bowing into the room: < I will 
give him jof vote^ but he shall pledge himself to 
support the Eurasians.* The words almost died on 
my lips. At last, though witli some hesitation, I 
gave him to understand t\itl wasan Eurasian. Here 
I jKiuscd. ‘ My* dear Sir,* he re{>Ued| ^{)ersons of 
all religious sects are entitled to vote at the India 
House, provkied they are duly qualified: Catholics, 
tjuakers, Baptists, AnabaptisU.' Here I perceived 
that he had mistaken EurasUnism for one of the 
numerous urns into which tlie Christian world is 
4 livided. When I explained to him, however, the 
meaning of the designatiim, and the objects we 
were seeking, he assured lue that, as suun as be 
should be placed in the direction, and could feel hi$ 
iifojf (these were his words), he would give the 
Eurasian cause his most strenuous assistance. 
Delighted with this aMurance, 1 gave him my vote, 
and being well supported, he became a director. 

** * Now is the time,* tny friend said, who had 
advised me to the purchase of my India stock, 
^ DOW is the time f<^ you to push the Eurasian 
cause. See whether he can feel Ate u>oy as yet 
,to promote it. In the meanwhile, as a Inatter 
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of coime> be will give you a cadetabij^ for mind, 
you have three stars to your name. And my boy 
Joseph is just the age—so prsy ask him for the 
appointmait, for there are two at this moiDent in 
his gift.* Inspired with Eurasian seal, and the 
laudable desire of promoting the interests of my 
friend's family, I obtained an interview with the 
director. How strange, that my Eurarisn timidity 
sh<nild on such an occasion make nie falter 1 I 
trived, however, though in broken seotencos, to 
remind him of bis pledge to tlie Eurasians, so soon 
as he should ibel his way. ' Right, right, Mr. 
Middlerace,' be replied; *thc moment I can feel 
my way, the fhiny shall be arranged** * The 
thing!' I said to mysdf. ^ Is the Kurarian cause 
a thing ?' Not willing to harass him with furth^ 
importunities on the same topic, I proceeded to the 
next, and in plain language asked him for tik* 
cadetship. He was the most civil person ima^- 
□able. * Cadetship!' said the director, * moat aeu 
Hurcdly. Cavalry or infantry—which, Mid* 

dlerace?* I answered, it was all the same to niy 
friend; it was a matter I would leave to himself. 
And whilst I was stammering this out, (he civil 
gentleiuan went on making me bow after bow, with 
a courtesy so bewitdung, that 1 found myself un* 
coDsdbuiiy so near (he door, as actuolly to have^ 
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reached the paaaage befi«e he had done bowing. 
Never shall I forget the retrograde faecination, if 
I may ao call it> by which I was channed into an 
exit I have since baud it termed ^ bowing a per¬ 
son out of the room but the process described by 
that phrase is associated with some degree of insult, 
fir at least of contempt; whereas, in my instance, 
it was done with a poli:eneas so truly enchanting, 
that I took it l&r one of the retinemcntH by which 
high-bred jiersons facilitate the egress of their visi¬ 
tors without the formality of takii^ leave. 

^ Eager U) commuatcate to my friend the kind 
gentlcman^s promise of a cadetship for his son, 
though I must say, I expected a heartier ex|ircssion 
of interest in the Eurasian cause, I told liim all that 
lutd passed. I was surprised to see him shake his 
head at the good news I brought him. ^ But,^ shuI 
I, ^ bore is a distinct assurance: can any tiling lie 
more explicit?' He relied only by a second sliake 
of the head. Half provoked at his incredulity, I 
asked him what more he required than so potiti\e 
an assurance, accon^mnied hy the question— 
* cavalry or iafantry?* implying, as strongly as 
language could imply, that a cadetship in one of 
those services was actually awaiting his accqHaoce. 
My frieud, instead of replying, burst into a botse- 
Uugh, which I percriv^ he bad been for softie mi¬ 
nutes endeavouring to re pres s. 
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But was the £urafian cause to languish from 
tny want of actiYily or rew>lve ? t was ^detennined 
to Re the chaiiman himself, to explain our views, 
and to beseech his powerful patfonage of our suit. 
I had to wait in the antochambcr ann^^t a crowd 
of applicants, in whose features I tlnni^it I could 
peruse the grio'ance to be remedied, the advance* 
meat that was sought, and the hope deferred by 
whicl) the heart was sickened. At V^gth my name 
was called, and I was ushered into the presence of 
a tall and dignified but easy and polished penon, 
sitting at a table covered with papers. From sume 
undefined notion of a reA{wctful humility, I stole 
across the room with the stealthy pace of a cat, and 
stood full before him« Though somewhat startled 
at the suddenness of the apparition, he motioned 
me to a chair. * Mr. Middleracc—I believe,' said 
tile chairman. ^ The son of a tote res|)CcUble offi¬ 
cer, Colonel Middlerace.' I made a slight acquies¬ 
cence, and then cocDinenccd an effost, but in broken 
sentences, and with a due allowance of hems and 
haws, to open the subject of my miisicNi.* In truth, 
I am to this hour unconscious of what 1 actually 
said. Ezk)u^, however, escaped me to guide his 
apprehension to the subject of the cooference I had 
solicited. 

have been deputed,' he said, with a 
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suavity of manner that koo my haul, * to present 
the petittofi of the Euraskna of India for the re¬ 
dress of their grievances V I bowed assent, and un- 
tcAded A copy of the petition in which those griev* 
ances were enumerated. ^ Of course/ he continued, 

* the Eurasians, yourself amongst the rest, are ex¬ 
ceedingly wretch^ V I stared, not having expected 
the question, * WretchMly oppressed/ he went on; 

* liable to be kiHed ai)<t i^ndcrud with impunity.' 
I replied in the negative. < Then you arc protected 
by the law from robboy and sssasai nation ? Very 
good, 60 far. Forbidden, perhaps, to marry or fall 
in love I answered, that an Eurasian might fall 
in love as often as he pleased, and marry any body 
who would have him. < Good,' said he; < these 
are requisite ingredients in civil liberty, and I am 
glad to find that your oppressors have left them to 
you. Then, I take it for granted, that the baxaars 
are closed upcm you, and that you must rither con¬ 
sume bad provisions or go without any.' 1 assured 
him he was in mi error. We lived cm the best of 
the land, and had plenty of money to spend. 
^ Humph!* Never shall I forget his ejaculation. 

* I am afraid, then, the case of Ibe Eurorians, how*, 
ever deplorable, is without a remedy; for they have 
nothing to complam of.' < Nothing, Sir, to com¬ 
plain of!' To be shut out from the high offices to 
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which erety man in a state naturally aspires!' 
and I was beginning to declaim s^e seDteiices of 
the petition. * All rery true»’ replied the chdnnan 
and do you, Mr. Middlerace, yourself aspire to 
the pcunful office of goTemor^geoeral, or^would you 
accept it, were it offered to you?* I said, * Cer* 
tainly not; it would make me miserable.' * Then, 
in a free state/ said he, * every man naturally as¬ 
pires to be miserable t* He looked n)e in the 
face as he said this, and having perused in it the 
ingenuous avowal of tlie truth to which, by this 
Socratic process, he had completely extorted my 
assent, shook me cordially by the haud, and ad¬ 
vised me, with such evident kindneM of lieart, to 
thiuk no more of Eurasian grievances, that 1 
turned home for ever weaned from the absurd pur¬ 
suit of seeking redreas for wrmigs, which existed 
no where but in the petition for their rcuioval." 

a • • • 

** My wants were few, and I liad abundant 
means to satisfy them. Shut out, by the udcod» 
querable shyness of my habits, from th6ie inter* 
courses which, by the seductiem of example, lead a 
man into ruinous expenses, my f<Htune accumulated 
almost beyond my wishes. Wealth was a dubbus 
bUsaiDg to a solitary being like myself, who had 
jto fnends to synpaUiixe in bis good fortune, but 
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the mercenary wretches who pursue as sharks 
follow the riiipi with a greedy expectancy of the 
offal that may be thrown out from it Yet I felt 
myself mftde for social enjc^ment* and experienced 
an aching lonelinew and chiUneas of beart> which a 
pleasing and disinterested friendsbip, had it been 
my lot to bawe formed one, would have soothed 
and comforted. Nor was it long before my imagi* 
nation graspc^ the Irv^jsiirc of which it had so long 
dreamed. It had been my duty occasimially, whilst 
I was in the employ of the house of agency at 
Madras, to carry government specie on board one 
of his Majesty's shipa then in the roads:— a con- 
fidential employment, which introduced me to the 
acquaintance of the lieutenants and other ofRccrs, 
by whom I was frequently invited to the hospi¬ 
talities f)f the ward-room. 

I was one morning pacing along one of the 
walks of St. James's Park, revolving, in no very 
pleasant mood, tbe friendless and solitary condition 
in which fortune had placed me, when I met a 
person of wdl-^lressed and &aljionable appearance, 
who looked at me in tbe hot with a stare of recog- 
intion. We exchanged the usual civilitiea, and 
ihrinkiog, as it was my wont to do, from unautho¬ 
rised fiumliarity, I made him a low obamnee, and 
lock rey leave. I remembered him as tbe Honour-^ 
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able Lieutenant Featherington, oF the navy, and 
as one of the ward*room party wfiom i» had now 
and then aceO) or perh^M conremd with^ during 
one of the yiaita I hare mentioned. But he held 
me fast by the arm, ehatdDg with all the ease ima« 
ginable, but running to rajridly from one topic to 
another, that I could not get in a word, even when 
he was obliged to stop for want of breath, and aiif 
wc had been all our Urea ewom and com¬ 

panions In thia manner he dragged me several 
times up and down Bond Street, and during the 
whole time, all the quota ( contributed to the con¬ 
versation oonsiated only of a few of the shortest 
monosyllables. It struck me, however, that several 
persons, as they passed us, addr»«ed him with 
* my lord.** And so be wasfor having sue* 
ceeded to the titles and to what remained of the 
estates, of his father, he was now, as he told me. 
Viscount Fcatherisgton. 

I know not how to account for a oertmn mystic 
reverence that, from my youth upwards, I have 
always frit towards those titular person^^ unl«M 
it was through the imperfection of my Eurasian 
educatka. But I bad accustomed myself to invelt* 
them with attributes beyond those of mere hunuk 
nity, as if it was by condescension only they solTered 
• thenisrives to be classed with tbe species. In India, 
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they appeared, indeed, now and then, like the fabled 
bird^ of Araby, Waive and aatonish us, in the shape 
of goTemor-generals or governors; but to walk arm- 
and-arm in familiar converse with a being of this 
description^ was a dream that never visited my 
imagination in its most aspiring moods. Yet it 
seemed odd that several of the gay saunterers, as 
they passed us, gave him a knowing wink of the 
eye, and then .looked ut me with so unrestrained a 
curiority as nearly put me wt of countenance. 
Nor was their symbolical speech the more intelli* 
gible, when I heard me of them remark to his 
companion, as they stopped at the window of a 
caricaturo-shop, * Who's that Fcatherington has 
taken in tow ? Some Jew, for a cool five hundred, 
Ill swear.' * Jew T said the other; * He's no Jew. 
That dive complexion may jmve an dive-branch 
of peace between Featherington and his duna 
Why, it's vine young slip of a nabob out of a 
tawny-ketch, with more rupees in his pocket than 
brains in his head. I'll swear to sire and dam, or 
there's no fidth in mahogany.' EurasiaQ ass that I 
was! My eyes were as much dosed to the light as 
"im' owl's; and the Jargon of Bond Street as dark 
and mysterious to my apprehension as the Syriac 
or Coptic. 

** The young peer sbodt me heartily by the hand 
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at partiog. * Wc must meet again,' said he. * It 
is not often I can cDjoy the pleri^re c/ con^'crmng 
with a sensible man, who has seen so mucli of man¬ 
kind as yourself. Dine with me to-morrow, my 
good fellow, at six.' So saying, he put his card 
into my hand, which I received witli a look that 
would have told him, had he minutely observed it, 
wit)) bow overwl»elming a sense of his condescension 
the invitation was received. In tr^th,it fared with 
me as if a cubit had been added both to my moral 
and i^tysical st^ure. To be the chosen companion 
^pcfbaps (he familiar friend^H>f one of the nobles 
of the lai)d<^to burst the barriers of tliat Eurasian 
awkwardness which had hitherto rebuked the secret 
ambitiem I had cherished in solitude and silence of 
obtaining an introduction into the circles of elch 
gance and fashion—was the ccmsummation of alt 
that the beneficaice of fortune had yet in 9tore for 
me. Wealth! what waA it, if I was doomed to 
live amongst the vulgar underlings, with whom the 
untoward circumstances of my mixed birth had 
hitherto linked me—beings whose mirth was in* 
spired by ale, wl)oee wit was enlivened gin— 
whose converse wu as heavy and stupifying ai^h^ 
fumes of Uidr pipes? I was perplexed, however, 
with the compliment he had been pleased to pay 
me. It is not often I can enjoy the pleasure of 
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converting with a tentible person^ who hat seen 
to much of piankhid as yourself/ Went it not to ? 
I said to myself. What could he mean ? My 
share of the eonversatkm was sustained only by the 
few assenting mooosyllablee I now and then con* 
trived to wcJgc inland I had teen much of man- 
kind) it was true, but had observed and studied 
them just as a (\impike-kerper observes and studies 
those who pays through his gate. Still, why 
should hit lordship tliink it worth his while to 
flatter me ? The easier and more pleasant infe¬ 
rence was, that he had actually discerned the good 
sense and knowledge of the world, for which he 
gave me credit, in the appropriateness of that very 
monosyllabic discourse to which I had confined 
myself: for a wise brahmin once told me, that all 
the practical wisdom of life conristed in knowing 
when tu say ‘ yes' or ‘ no/ 

Lord Fcatherington, who was yet single, re¬ 
sided in splendid lodgings at a milliner's in Regent 
Street. He had been on shore long enough to lose 
the bluntness of the nautical character, or, as he 
himself quaintly expressed it, * to wash the pitch 
VrtT tar off his hands/ It struck me as a singular 
but rather a flattering circumstance, that it was a 
pxrCy, for only two covers were laid— 
and I was still more flattered, when my noble 
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host assigned the reason for not liSTing invitcii a 
party to meet me. * I had not tim^, my dioi* 
MiddlcracCf to beat up for guests worthy to meet 
yon; and as for those made-up puppies we met 
yesterday—-eAent^ ie maiinf papitlom Ic so/r— 
grubs in the morning, butterflies at nijtht—1 know 
their trivial cun venation would he ns little to your 
taste as it is to mine.’ The dinner was neat and 
elegant; the wines exquisite. The Promethean 
fire of champagne emboldcncti me to m*crlcap tin* 
monosyllabic limit to which my former con versa* 
tion was confined. Ho allowed me my full slhm* 
of the talk; and such was (lie careless umvnily of 
his manners, that I felt myself ranch more at iny 
ease with a peer of the realm, than I was wunt to 
feel with the cxtra*c1ork, my father-in-law, wlxiiu 
I was now and then, for decency’s sake, cotnptHcd 
to visit at the dusty A'illa, in the sliape of a U*a* 
caddy, which he occupied at Islingum. Wine in¬ 
spires confidence even in the most cautious; and my 
heart, now that I had conquered the first ccn.n)o- 
nious reserves arising from the difTcrcDce of rank 
lietween us, stood on the brink of my lips. 

** In a sliort time, every secret of my soul 
Revealed to him; all the whis|)crcd suj^cstiems ol 
my ambition, all the fc%*ercHl hopes of my jiridc; 
every wheel, every pivot of the moral mechanism 
vow. X. T . 
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hat conAtitutcR a man's identity, the mot of Madame 
dc Stu'.d'H CoDimeatary on Kant^s philosophy. He 
laughed at me for the Eurasian bashfuincss that 
rebuked me, as I frankly acknowledged, every 
moment of roy life* Even my olive tinge became 
enlivened intb a brilliant fcrun, aa he rallied me 
on the false shame which had to this moment made 
me consider myself a scanscrow amongst «*amen: 
for { had always 
of my hand to have bei*n mainly prompted by the 
eonunand my purae would give her over sarsnets 
and groa de Naples. With the earnestness of a 
devoted friendship, he assured me my complexion 
was now completely in vogue;—that A;>oUo him* 
self, wore he to choose a akin for his re-appear¬ 
ance on earth, would array him^lf in one not a 
shade lighter than my own. * But admitting,' said 
the viAcount, ^ that your colour is objectionable, 
let me entreat you, dear Middlerace, to remcmlicr 
the superiority of intellectual powers to attributes 
that arc personal only I' I listened with delight to 
his syren-aong. A Usgc mirror waa iKfore me, 
and at every glass of claret I drank, methought my 
w,»/iaa>had less and less of the oriental sallowness 
which had hitherto, aa I absurdly imagined, ex* 
eluded me by the fiat of nature from the hope of 
rending myself agreeable to women. It ended 
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in hi^ solemnly pledging his honour that he wonlci 
introduce me to a young lady of rank at on early 
opportunity. He had touched a string which 
vibrated to my inmoet soul. To live amongi^t the 
great, to be allied to them by domestic ties, t<^ 
breathe the atniospiierc of fashion, ^fas tlw iutoxi*' 
eating dream that had haunted my waking and my 
slotting fancies. How dould 1 repay this graini* 
tons this unlooked-for kindness? And it was a 
|Kx>r, pitiful return I made him* but it was at 
least uf some value I trusted in his eyes, os a gmtev 
ful acknowledgment of his friendship, when I com¬ 
plied with his request for the temporary accmnino- 
daUim of three thousand pounds, to enable him to 
complete a purcitase which was requisite to the 
arroudUsement of the paternal estate that had 
devolved to him. Ephraim Middlerao.*, tlnm ty^x.* 
of blockheads, thou prince of dupes, thuu ass of 
the first magnitude \ 

Our intimacy ripened every day. It gave 
me renewed oppiHtunities of manifesting my sensi^ 
uf Lord Feathcrington's condescensions by farther 
advances of money. For the aggregate amount be 
gave me his bond—and what security coul 
(letter than the Ixmd of a viscount? At length 
I beiaine a regular disciple in the college of 
fashion. I exchanged the awkwardness of an 
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Kurasiaii lout for the impudence of a Bond Strei^t 
coxcomb.'' 

Here follow several of sclf^upbraiding^^f 
bitter rctrospect«-of slutdderiug onticijiation of the 
futuro. It should set'm^ froo) the Eurasian'sdJary* 
that he married, under the auspices of his titled 
]wtrun, a demirep of fashion, with the preKx of 
hnnotirable" to her nur /•*. Her tasW for sorsnets 
and gMs de Nhplcs w;v\ of course tnorc reiined 
than that of his first wife ; but it was in the same 
ratio the more expensive. Her mornings were 
N()cnt in a conclave of inillincrs and sempstresses, 
her evenings in the usual dissipations of the town. 
The Honourable Mrs. MiddhTacewas condescend¬ 
ing enough toiotruducc her husband to her ])arties. 
At tliesc parties, the Eurasian had sufficient dis- 
verunicnt to perceive tluit Ins entree excited a 
gtnicral titter amongst the womm, and somewhat 
louder expressions of mirth amongst the men; in 
short, that he was laughed at universally, and what 
\vus much worse, that the Honourable Mrs. Middle- 
raev herself joined in the laugh. But late hours 
4 ]jl^aborious ennra of a woman of fadnon, tight 
lacing, thin drapery, all acting upon an enfeebled 
(constitution and declining years^for the Honour¬ 
able Mrs. Middlerace, long before she bestowed 
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her hand on the Eurasian, bad been laid )>y on the 
shelf as a damaged article-^t length ^tored him 
to the independence and of celibacy, but with 
wasted resources, and a heart half^broken hy the 
scorn and contempt of tl»e unfcvling wretches, 
whose follies he had mimicked, and whoso dis* 
tresses in many instanas he had generously re* 
liev«l. 

Abut this |wriod, his diary np^rs unus^ly 
barren, both of incident and rc*flcction. Sufficient, 
luiwcvcr, may be collecttHl, from several miseclla- 
nooiis but desultory entrii's, to slmw timt his mind 
had lK*con)e gradually stretigthenod hy the cv)arse 
discipline of mtsfortniK^, and that the am I m*- 

dulous milkinoas of his nature, which hail ex|MJS(Hl 
him to NO lung a Bi*ricK of trickery nml imposture, 
h«i<) \kcq exchanged for a more manly confidence 
in liimself and a salutary distrust of others. lie 
l)ccAme anxious from this time to return to India— 
his real home; and tliough we have no longer the 
aid of his diary, which lie has long rinec dltebn- 
tiniied, w*c know that he still lives beloved and 
ns|KCted, at the lieoil of a flourisliing mercantile 
tirm at Calcutta; and that, nothing disheartei*^.' 
hy hii former conjugaL. misadventures, lie has 
lately w on the heart obtained the hand of a 
rich Eurasian heiress; an event which has etdarged 



414 notfmrr akd ^ipnks^ 

the capital and tttapded tl>e credit of Ephraim 
Middkrace^and Co.; while^ considered as one of 
three matrimonial ei^pmments» it bids &ir to be 
the most auspicious of them all. We cannot 
forbear also mentioiiing^ as an instance of the native 
good sense df Mr. Middlerace, that he frequently 
recounts his Eurasian adrenturest and indulges n 
hearty laugh at his own expense. 
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